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TEXT: » 2:11-15

v.11 For the qrace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all
— men,

v.12 instructing (disciplining) us that denying ungodliness and
worldly desires we should 1ive sensibly and righteously and
godly in the present (now) age.

v.13 Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of

- our great God and Saviour Christ Jesus.

v.14 Who gave Himself on our behalf in order that He might set us
free from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people
for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.
v.15 These things be speaking and exhorting and reproving with all
authority. Let no one be looking down on you.

INTRODUCTION:
e have been pursuing the subject of Growth Toward Godliness,= e have
sha ge our Tirst study the Process n the
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Getz points out "Paul's letter to Titus is of course a dramatic
example of teaching people what is expected of Christians who have
been redeemed by God's grace. In this letter Paul spells out,
point by point, from beginning to end, those qualities of Tife
that should accompany salvation. And just as God's grace in
salvation is available to all kinds and classes of people, so

Paul spells out a Christian Tifestyle for all kinds and classes

of people. In the paragraph before us, however, Paul i
in a_succinct farm . ould b ]
I a sense Paul is asking, How can I summarize all
Christian. livd and then gives his answer in thi
answered the question from a negative and then a positive perspective."

Hayes points out "Grace teaching is first negative, then positive:.
Grace teaches that the believer is to deny both ungodliness_and
lusts. Grace next teaches that the believer should five

T ’
(1) Soberly in respect i — Self
(24 KT t to the world.dnd all others — wssr s/

4 ] 1"
Tober Godly in r -
g}: I~ "' If the ®pree spheres o0 atHeng, and sg!g_are properly adjusted
- in the Christian's Tlife, arthly e will very nearly

ynchronize with his hegvenly standing.!, &
) " ufsf_ufzxm Mo Longer on e W, Oioruries Franedt 70 borgay Grocee.
. B aite points out "By way of summary of chapter 2:11-15 Paul is giving

_[L;ILﬁ_ instructions to Titus concerninqg believers generally concerning their
conduct i i -

tQF“‘A onduct_in view.of the.grace of God:
ﬁ;ﬂ o«lg 1. This qr‘acg that alone brings salvation was manifested

! ! (; to all mankind by the cross of Christ.

. This grace disciplines or edugcates believers continuously.

3. Grace teaches belilevers to live with a sound mental
attitude and in a manner free from any suspicion of
wrong doing to those with whom they associate; and with
reverent piety toward God, havinag said no to desires for
ungodly things and passionate longings connected with

this life.

The believer should be eagerly and momentarily looking
for and anticipating the happy hope of the coming mani-
festation of the Lord Jesus Christ, our great God and
Saviour.

. The Lord Jesus Christ on the cross gave himself in the
place and for the benefit of sinners so that He might
release them by this ransom from all lawlessness.

. Christ also redeemed the believers in him in order that
he might make clean for himself a people specially
selected for his purpose who would also eagerly desire
good and noble works.

s 4 Pes i beFirt
fhen Abferiaed




(The Game and the Glory: An Autobiography by Michelle Akers with Gregg Lewis) Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright — Michelle Akers, 2000. 240 pp.

1 TOPIC REF# | TEXT

()
Finishing 290-04 We stood at attention at midfield as the national anthem
played and a squadron of jets roared overhead. During the
introductions, Mia reached over and slapped my shinguards—our
longtime tradition. I remember a distinct feeling of calm filling
me with a heightened sense of awareness. This is it! The very
¢ last World Cup game of my career! 1 wanted to soak it all in: the
crowd, the anthem, the look on the Chinese faces, Mia and Julie
Foudy standing on either side of me, our bench cheering us on,
everything.
I remember telling myself, You ve got ninety minutes left.
It’s time to blow it out. Gotta score early and then hold the lead.

Play. Score. Win. Go home. That was my personal game
strategy.

pp. 30-31
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7. Titus was to continue speaking the foregoing things as well
as exhorting and reproving where necessary in the most authori-
tative manner possible.

8. Titus was to stop letting anyone out-think him and thus
despise him."

For the grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all men

hat the apostle spoke to in our previ was
From a negative point of view in |verse 10 he
says, hey are not to be pilfering, but showing aH g’oo a1th u_
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ring or manifestation,' for exam of t ! Woah
sunris Unon those sitting in the darkness and in the s of — 9 _
death the grace of God has suddenly dawned. It had arisen when Jesus

healed the sick, cleansed the lepers, cast out demons, raised the
dead, suffered for man's sins, and laid down his 1ife for the sheep
in order to take it again on resurrection morning. Thus grace had
shed on the world Christ's holy light and had chased the dark night
of sin away. The Son of righeousness has arisen with healing in

his wings. The grace of God has appeared providing salvation for al
men.

mﬁ( V. 12, instructing (disciplining) us that denying ungodliness and worldly
desires we should Tive sensibly and righteously and godly in the
present (now) age.
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% It is our purnose now to scrutinize these areas i iD= squ.;naesg'frif
-&O‘ o™ S O be lient 11"‘4"4'
D“ h‘x\ k Hendriksen points out "W The verb used in the oriainal
“‘#GE}F \$ lanquage is from the sa as 1s the noun eda
(w) ,'* W Thus grace, too, gen ea
\ o es not throw things into confusion. It ddes not suddenly an

f”b»" forcefully upset the social order. For example it does not abruptly
i order masters to free their slaves, nor does it unwisely command slaves
25

7€ to rebel forthwith against their masters. On the contrary, it
gradually causes masters to see that the encroachment upon the Tiberty
of their fellows is a great wrong. And it conv1nces slaves that

resort to f‘orce Qo)
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This means_saying no to the old nature that wars within our hearts
and T1ves.

-
Galatians 5:16,17 "So I sav, Live by the spirit and vou will not “Sf%wz(7f
gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful
nature desires what is contrary to the spirit and the spirit .{ 4
what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict 1¥J %

with each other so that you do not do what you want."

Romans 6:13 "Meither yield ye your members as instruments of unright- .
eousness unto sin; but yield vourselves unto God, as those tjplyff4urnrn
that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments :
of righteousness unto God." oy Hhe V5B

Corinthians 9:27 "I treatfaﬁpg%g; roughly and make it serve me,

Test when I have preached to others, I myself might be dis-
qualified."

éah!”50r1nth1ans 7:1 "Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved,
Tet us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and :iﬂ }t/
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." -ﬁ? 5"

;lhﬂsalm'llgzg,ll "Hherewithal shall a younq man cleanse his way? by ——
taking heed thereto according to thy word. Thy word have I
hid in my heart that I might not sin against Thee."

4&;-1 John 3:3 “Everyone that has this hope in him purifies himself,
even as he is pure. A . Pouer

e TIn 2:/s,
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Our text qoes on to say,|'and worldly desjres," Peide - Meoney_ thous
¢k; Matthew 6:31-34 "So do not worry, saying, What shall we eat or what
shall we drink or what shall we wear? for the pagans run after
all these things. And your heavenly father knows that you need

them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all Lff€€p;
these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not /

worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. bra

Each day has enough trouble of its own." ”“//923
;!..Luke 12:19,20 "And I'11 say to myself, You have plenty of qgood things

Taid up for many years. Take 1ife easy; eat,drink and be merry.

But God said to him, You fool! This very night your 1life will

be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have pre-
pared for yourself?"

lle are not onlv to be denyi
worldy desires in our

s %or it.iﬁ_gu; of t%g;é gg:1ggs %Egi
mness come.
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We have Tooked at the ways we are trained by the grace of God
once we cgge to know Chr1st and 56K 3
are to bdBlen

; ._-, R
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On- the negative side we are denying .the i dly desires,
€-going to Took™a e [three positive -

-

@ The first of which, he says we should 'live sensibly.

:ﬂl This is the that we have seen the apostle use this word
\ wm ¢ right here eeor
w

be@ j It is used of the M m of the@and
r\ﬁs r.!ﬂow in these all=-i7cC] O c under divine Tnspiration

: h tgrns to th7s word here in verse
o bt |
Yo\ﬁ’ﬁs is just the opposite of what we saw back in chapter, 1:15 under
i0n 0 odhness as he was speakin ere o iﬂ:l‘ﬁ o
wsc“g\‘g and unbelieving l.- mind and the On defiled “5*’/%/
\%\ K/ It _is out of the mind that the condug;_a,nd, actions ggmg, It is ab-
solutely necessary ere 1S a change in mind. aul, in writing
_)(0 a}oto the Philippians says, "Let this mind be in you whi as also
:]'l' '—j‘m il fﬁéﬁﬁu«m yy Uw«»}w L1 Yo MJ‘ o 42 /Q_

and who shows_se =control.

X L N’ This word refer-s to one who is égzmﬁ. sens1b‘|e, and 1s w_
R“)’ and It is a person who eXercices good judqment

thpwt \“ﬁﬁ person with a good sou i i1l reflect the qualities of iness
'\jN' e ¥ implants t S 0 W1th 1l
at mi

i Isaiah 55:8,9 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are

'/l your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are
™ higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
W and my thoughts than your thoughts."

roverbs 4:23 "Above all else, quard your heart, for it is the well-
spring of 1ife."
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@ The next word is "and righteously.
This ¢ i ;

EES$mmans 1:17 "For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed,
a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as
it is written, The righteous will Tive by faith."

aving come to_kpow Je hri ge.are ijmputed with a perfe
righteousnes OG0 i pe.garnent 1n WITTCT We Stand re-
y eemet DV £ DITO0d Of ne AmD
4 i *t . ] = -
T\ eid. A manifestation of that right urs through the
)’ --:,;lq mm_a__ﬁ_ﬁthat Will b
W& G 1 [in this present.age. Our lives shoul ?' the righteous-
;ﬁ"mb ness which has been granted by an act of God's arace. _
1!} @ The ‘third word that is used is '"and godly in the present or now
The apostle has had mucmwwwm- e have

S Cess 0 the inception of truth in stgdv ﬁl, a
picture OF 1t 1N s’Eua #%, and tfgle_'w_ni—

TREM We have seen how this qodlv “Tife shows up instudy #4, |ﬂ ; L)0<)‘1
)

In summarizing this 12th verse Lenski points out "The pos1t1ve side

is that we live sober mindedly and righteously and godly in the o .
present age, regenerated by grace, we live a new and totally Kowr 12 '2“
different Tifelwhich is here characterized by three adverbs over [t Albw =3
against the two preceding nouns. The arrangement seems to be wierld Avowund Y £Y
chiastic. The ungodliness - godly, at the extremes, the other Saueeze Yaou ngo
terms between sobermindedlyv runs through the preceding verses: A Pt
«*1:8; 2:2; 2:4,5,6. The mind has become balanced b i

to men.
1ghteously means so that God's judgment approves the life we live, |fa.+h- Food
which takes us into His s1qht Finally, the highest feature of e’
71, godly--that is, truly pious in worship and in communion with

God--the opposite of the ungodliness. The worldly Tusts even men

reqard as vicious. Sobermindedness is the opposite of these for lusts

carry away whilé soberness makes steadv. The worldly lusts bear

heir mark of condemnation. Righteous living is again the opposite,

for it has God's approval."

@ Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Saviour Christ Jesus.

11, 'the Erace of God has_appeared' and
[ q of us to deny ungodliness

A - M@MchrJd-hm atc Crace w'ﬁw,’{

He CB'M\‘nc‘ l?aok-le take Me Herme,



As far as the futur

hope and_tA€ appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour
ri esus
_H"

“T John 3:3 "Everyone that has this hone purifies himself, even as
1s pure."

LJ One of the great motivational factors to pure clean 11v{g§ is the
'S /\\ﬂmm*'_ 0 FJesus Christ.

Vv :
i;‘ﬁ? yﬁ"Lenski is pointing out that "After all this discussion we should
ot fail to absorb Paul's full meaning. We Christians live the
Tives we do because our Saviour God's boundless grace has saved
us and kept educating us to 1ive such Tives and because we our-
\ $ selves in this present age look forward to another age when our
E» great hope, the appearing of the glory of Jesus Christ shall at
(E;€> \> ast arrive. Then he who in his own person is our God and Saviour
d~3111 come in all his g10ry in his second coming which shall transcend

\ohe/ aH that we are able to imagine."
‘ \ﬁﬁl Barclay po1nts out "The dynamic 0 s.new life is_ xpectation
\S of the c esus Christ. y it is E ;
1% £ eanseg and gggorate and made fit for the royal eye
ee. e Christian is the man who is always prepared for the _

) ctoming of “theKimT 0T _KingS.—

jerse 12,

We are to be looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the
glory.

These are one_and the same event. The blessed hope is the appearing
e glory of our great God and Saviour Christ Jesus.

‘\&}ksus told the disciples in the Upper Room not to be troubled in their

E}V\ earts. "They believed in God, believe also in Me, for in my Father's

’,1;$;;%ouse are many dwellingplaces. If it were not so, I would have told
you. I am going to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare

a place for you, I am going to come again and receive you unto myself,
that where I am there you may be also."

- Corinthians 15:51-54

"Listen, I tell you a mvstery: We will not all sleep, but we will
all be changed.

In a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet;
for the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised im-
perishahle, and we will be changed.

For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable,
and the mortal with immortality.
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When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable,
and the mortal with irmortality, then the saying that
is written will come through, Death has been swallowed
up in victory."

Thessalonians 4:16,17 "For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel
anffaﬂfipa and with the trumpet call of God; and the dead in Christ will

rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left
ﬂzﬂld LLIFFH“‘
o Nhat w

will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
GUﬂ*g_%_%EEalgg5iﬂg_fQL_nighi_nnu.is.the_nex;_gr0 hetic event on

CB(J. alendar. The certainty of it happenin w
IJ8K+' The promises of the scriptures. That event s the rapture of the

the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever."

pofort, Gh T
W

ff‘ It is the resurrection of those who have died in Jesus Christ
gﬂ an e taking home in a flash, in the twinkling of an eve, trans-
ormed with new bodies, those evers who Sti are alive and
s - —

Hal Lindsey in his book The Late Great Planet Earth points out that
"'Jesus said' this would indicate that He was at the door, ready to

) return. Then He said, 'Truly I say to you, this generation will
not pass away until all these things take place.' (Matthew 24:34)

§§$EES; What generation? Obviously, in context, the generation that would

see the signs, chief among them, the rebirth of Israel. A generation
in the Bible is something 1ike 40 years. If this is a correct de-
duction, then within 40 years or so of 1948 all these things could
take place. Many scholars who have studied Bible prophecy all

their Tives believe that this is so."

During the early fall, it seems, of every year hurrj ently
strike the southeast and the Texas Gulf coast. Many hours before the
ricanestrikes the weather bureau issues warnings to areas Tikely
to be devastated. And™as the storm appmacﬁés_,_hand winds. begin
to rise and the EEEzﬂgg_gggﬂs_mnre_nmineus. The miles per hour of
the wind blowing™are charted and continued to be broadcast. During
this time people are boarding up windows, mooring their boats, storing
food and water. They e everv preparation for the winds, rain an
Aigh tides. oOnly a fool would not prepare for the storm because so
many siqgns of its approach are apparent. In the same way the signs
of od?’EﬁE'Eﬁ3'fﬁE'QEEFEEETﬁﬁ'ﬁEFTH'ﬁFﬁﬁﬁems indicate that Christ's
coming is drawing near. In light of this, the Christian who refuses =
to prepare for Christ's coming is unbelievably foolish. And so is :2%
the Christian who is not looking for it and living in a godly and
righteous fashion.
O — Vations — Shev aqes ¢
Tgunami =
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aw’ reminded of that country song, popular in the late 70s,
ELTA DAWN":

Verse 1:

She's forty-one and her daddy still calls her baby.
All the folks around Brownsville say she's crazy,
Cause she’'walks downtown with. a suitcase in her hand
Lookin' for a mysterious darh haired man.

“Verse- 2:

"In Her younger dajs they called her Delta Dawn.
VPrettlest Wbman’ ‘ou ever laid eyes on.

Then-a man of 1bw deggee stood by her side
"Afd‘ promiséd her ﬁe'd tike her for his bride.

{

.Chorus:

)elta.Dawn, wQat‘s that flowerlyou have on?
‘Could it be'a ‘faded rose from days gone by?
And did I hear -you say
'He was a-mestin’ you Qere today
To take you to his mansion in the sky7

e

r Lord Jesus Chrish, the Oné who has promlsed the thlngs
this '‘Book, is faithful and true; and He is coming again
take us to Hi& fansion in the sky.

4‘4@5 ) > wee o/ b_,L Py
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me to reform the whole world. viorld 1s
a sinking ship which cannot be kept from going down. But God
has given me a 1ifeboat and said, 'Moody, save everyone off that
ship you can. Our chief task is to save everyone we can.'"

r. J. Sidlow er. gives this 1'1Tustrat1'0n of the _second coming
: "A Scotsman and his_tw ere returning from a_
1ﬁ§ﬁTﬁE‘tr1 " The younger son said, 'I can see her now, my
In#ﬁfTﬁTE?TFT@é, E

a Taithful one. e o]der son : i i be
me come home., That 1s what I call faithfulness.' The father
SEﬁTEﬁEﬁ'said;'750ns, I can show you where vour mo

dear heart, excels them both.  She will not only be waiting and

watching Tor me to come Nome, but she will be fixing my dinner
as well,_ He should be watching, waiting, and working until our
Tord comes. "

"When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound and time shall be no more,
and the morning breaks eternal bright and fair.

When the saved of earth shall gather over on the other shore,
and the roll is called up yonder I'11 be there,

On that bright and cloudless morning when the dead in Christ shall rise
and the glory of His resurrection share,

When His chosen ones shall gather to their home beyond the skies,
and the roll is called up vonder I'11 be there,

Let us Tabor for the Master from the dawn to setting sun, Let us talk
of all His wondrous love and care,

Then when all of 1ife is over and our work on earth is done,
and the roll is called up yonder I'11 be there."

v.14'iwh0)qave Himself on our behalf in order that He might set us free
on every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His
own possession, zealous for good deeds.

Here in thisyou have @ uk e e A Lt L,

iand the future. Who in the past ga mse| f ]

PUTPOSE that 1n the present He might set us free fr'om every lawless

deed™and purity for E1mselT a peo |e——a eople in the future who are
be H15 oW | g d deed

going to OWNn possession, zealous for good deeds. [he who
o Christ Jesus of verse 13 and He gave himself on our behalf.
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Isaiah the prophet predicted this in Isaiah 53:4-6 -
"Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows,
; : yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God and afflicted.

But he was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for
our iniquities and the chastisement of our peace was upon
him, and with his stripes we are healed. A1l we like sheep
have gone astray. We have turned everyone to his own way
and the Lord has 1aid on him the iniquities of us all."

2 Corinthians 5:21 "God made him who had no sin to be sin for
;i}“ us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God."

1 Peter 2:21ff
o this you were called because Christ suffered for you,
leaving you an example that you should follow in His

steps.

He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth;

llhen they hurled their insults at him he did not retaliate;
when he suffered, he made no threats; instead he entrusted
himself to him who judges justly.

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree so that we
miaght die to sins and Tive for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed.

For you were 1ike sheep going astray, but now you have re-

) turned to the Shepherd and the Overseer of your souls."

The purpose for,_H

F1rst, in order that he might set us free from every law-
less deed.'

pur1fy for Himself a people for His own possession'
4£07, 'zealous for good deeds’
Lkﬁ - The first is 'He might set us free from every lawless deed.'
John 8:32 “And you shall know the truth and the truth shall set you +‘ 441q

- He breare 4+« Qewer-of Qneellnd Sm + Se
Semer

\t,9 )j Jesus , has set us free from the Qf
"’ 0 ﬁenaity and the power of sin. free | /:

q&“ (The otential for the
e has by ath upon the cross not on
has set us Tree from 1ts dom n

en.sin's power,
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Mhereas on the negative side he has set us free, on the positive side:

'He is purifying for Himself a people for His own possession'

The death of Christ upon the cross is not only setting us free from

i every 1aw1ess.deed, but that same death upon the cross is the basi
1_\@3' for godly 1iving for the purifying f i f a people for his own

‘! - - . . 1 |
.ﬂ;bﬂ")' RRGAGSTOR Dbjee'}' &E Mmtng @rocex: o= 'H‘Q GMMaféeJ

eg&ﬁphesians 5:25-27 "Husbands love your wives just as Christ Toved
the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy,

cleansing her by the washing with water through the word

and to present her to himself as a radiant church without

stain or wrinkle or any other blemish but holy and blameless."

The third purpose _in givi i these for whom he is giving
imself to set t free and if en_for himgglf are to
be 'zealous for good deeds,

; It is a people who are to be enthusiastic and excited about_doing
g ;;/ good things., The thing that is in back of the good deeds is a
i servant's heart, deTgNtTAG 1n Nelping otiherss

Sevvre e

—

) Hendriksen points out "In summary verses 11-14 teach us that the
/ reason why every member of the family should 1ive a Tife of self-
mastery, fairness and devotion is that the grace of God in Christ
has penetrated our moral and spiritual darkness and has brought
salvation to all men. That this grace is also our great pedagoqu
who leads us away from ungodliness and worldly passions and guide
us along the path of holiness. That it is the effective preparer
who causes us to look forward with eagerness to the appearing in ‘() jF ’
2;: qglory of our qreat God and Saviour Christ Jesus. And finally, oreg
€ that it is the thorough going purifier so that redeemed from all j&_ 5
disobedience to God's law we become Christ's peculiar treasure \ 'S
filled with a zest for excellent deeds."

| ast
e things be sgeaanE and g;ﬂgrﬁing_and reproving with a][,,,-:=:===fiﬂ“_'

ajdy. Let one be looking down on you.

" (D Sek Fre
@ PaveRynd
@ vy (eR

hes

PRe-

T

refers to the statements made in verses 11-14.

The apostle_j Frg—thr -
- He is to be speaking -

2. and exhorting

3. and reproving with all authority.
That authority comes from the Spirit of God who heS inspired the
word of God, and he is also not to let anyone Aok down upon him.

/ we do  Se Muck-OF (s Set Free ..
Sevviie + SK¢ ’ht\( Pum\f‘.‘;&al @voce:s,’."
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He will be fulfilling these three functions with both his 1lip and
his 1ife. He speaks and exhorts and reproves with his 1ip and

ife

he 1ets no one look down upon him.

12 "Don't let anyone look down on you because you are

&mothy 4:

young
1ife,

The who1e platform fg

., but set an example for the believers in speech, in
in Tove, in faith, and in purity."

iness appears in these verses. It is

Fhat Jesus Christ is come, bringing salvation 1
e plan for the godly life._can be presented through faith

1n JB8sus christ.

Once having

received the gift of Christ we are disciplined on the

negative side to deny ungodliness and worldly desires. On the
positive side, to live sensibly, righteously and godly.

The future

ramifications of this 1life are the blessed hope in the

appearing of our great God and Saviour Christ Jesus. And it is

he who gave

himself so that he might set us free from every law-

less deed and purify for himself a people for his own possession

who are zea

The apostle

Tous for good works.

then challenges Titus with his responsibility in the

closing verse. In light of all of these great things, he is to

be speaking
basis of hi
no one will

CONCLUSION:

There are a

and exhorting and reprov1nq, using these thinas as the
S messane. 5 of 1ife is to be such that

be Tlooking(@ % Wooring A WG'A
BeaukFivg the Heachumgg

number of lessons that come out of this particular study:

LESSON #2:

Q%

alvatwn is a free gift offered to all men. —a= He Caunme ,4.4.[_
br—au ht You Q 61\fF+-

The grace of God disciplines us in the pursuit of qodliness.

( LESSON #3:) The _coming of Jesus Christ is a great motivating factor
rd godli

d godliness,

)

Christ came to earth for the purpose of giving himself on
ehalf.
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He are a people for his own possession.

F. B. Meyer in his book The Directory of a Devout Life says "The
mother of St. Augustine prayed to God that he would not suffer
her beloved son to go to Rome.because she dreaded the persecutions
which were threatening the city. He went, notwithstanding, and

it was in Italy that he found Christ. Referring to this incident
in his life in after years he said, 'llhat was it, 0 my God, that
she sought of Thee with many tears? Was it not that thou
wouldest not suffer me to set sail for Rome? But thou in thy

deep counsels and in listening to the hinge of her desire, didst
disreagard the thing which she asked for, that thou mightest do

in me that which she was ever asking, the conversion of my soul.'"

Perhaps God is i i i i i i
now a e conclusion of this. study which forms_the platform for

f s Rev. Mac Gee - ald mivisder - MJ- ;dlttvwa;
‘rﬁA-l Came ’oottht.? fov -Q‘Vhe-(thmﬁ AFHJ L‘QJ '{'O Cf’b
Saene where else o Find it.




March 31 ust as her friends were doing, my
Saturday daughter Melissa was busily pre-
paring for adulthood. At school, she
BE PREPARED was getting ready for college by tak-
ing the right courses and had signed
up for the ACT college entrance test.
Qutside of class, Melissa was learn-
ing the socialization skills it takes to
get along with people by spending
Having now been time with friends, classmates, and
justified by His blood, ~teammates. At her job, she was learn-
we shall be saved from ing the relational skills needed for a
wrath through Him.  fyture career of work. At home, Mell

READ:
Romans 5:1-11

—Romans bi) was preparing for future family life by
experiencing the way a Christian fam-
ily would interact.

I Getting ready for life as an adult

M 1 Kings 5-7 takes work, and Melissa was making

good progress.

But none of that preparation was what she would need. In
2002, when she died in a car accident at age 17, the only
preparation that mattered was her readiness for heaven.

When the truest test of preparedness came so suddenly on
that beautiful June evening—when eternity’s door opened
for Melissa—she was prepared. She had put her faith in
Jesus and trusted His sacrifice on the cross for her sins (John
3:16; Rom. 5:8-9).

When she faced the ultimate test of being prepared,
Melissa was ready. Are you? —Dave Branon

God'’s time is now, for the days fly fast,
And swiftly the seasons roll;
Today is yours, it may be your last;
Choose life for your priceless soul! —Fithian

If death comes today,
will you be prepared to meet God?




X

INTRODUCTION:

&A frog goes into a bank and approaches the teller. l He can see from her

nameplate that the teller’s name is|Patricia Whack] So he sa s,“‘Ms. Whack,
I'd like to get a loan to buy a boat and go on a long vacaﬁﬁf’j’

Mn disbelief and asks how much he wants to borrow. \’O
| The frog says $30,000.

The teller asks his name and tlwfm/;_sz.;zs_tha_t_lﬂsw_i_sl}(ermit Jaggex;,(

——

@d is Mick Jagger, and that it’'s OK, he knows the bank manager)

Patti explains that $30,000 is a substantial amount of money and that he will
need to secure someE)Hateral against the 1anjShe asks if he has anything
he can use as collateral.

The frog says, “Sure, I have this,” and produces a tiny pink porcelain

elephant,about half an inch tall. Bright pink and perfectly formed. Very
confused, Patti explains that she'll have ﬁmmnd

disappears into the back office.

She finds the manager and says: “There’s a frog called Kermit Jagger out
there who claims to know you and wants to borrow $30,000. And he wants to

_use this as collateral.” [SEHCTIHE up the tiny pink elepha@ “I mean,|what
the heck is this?

“(Are you ready for this ...............7?7)
The bank manager looks ba and says:

“It’s a knick knack, Patti Whack. Give the frog a loan. His old man’s
a Rolling Stone.” .

(Received via e-mail from Vicky Hollon, May 8, 2000)

XA



(An Encyelopedia of Humor by Lowell D. Streiker)

In our area, mlot of football addic

lady—at a football game not long
her.

was seated next to one—a
. There was an empty seat beside

2

“It was my husband’s; but he dled she explamed “Oh, I'm sorry,” I
said. Then as an afterthought I asked, “Isn’t there.someone else in the family
who could use-the ticket?” \“‘xﬁ_

lfNﬁ,” she replied, “They’re all at the funera—)

A e el ek T

0 % (The Tale of the Tardy Oxcart: And 1,501 Other Stories by o

(u)/& 5. Charles R. Swindoll)
I

/ "b CHARLES SCHU’LZ,)in one of his “Peanuts” cartoons, shows Lucy and Linus
\{ ooking out the window, watching it rain. Lucy begins the conversation:

Lucy: Boy, look at it rain . .. what if it floods the whole world?
Linus: It will never do that . . . In the ninth chapter of Genesis, God ‘5(
@ promised Noah that this would never happen again, and the \
sign of that promise is the rainbow.
Lucy: You've taken a great load off my mind . ..
Linus: Sound theology has a way of doing that!
—Robert L. Short, Parables of Peanuts
p. 569

A PRECQCIQUS little ten-year-old asked her grandmotherL“Grandma how

old are you?”” r“Well honey, when you're my age, you don’t s are your age
With just anybody.” “Please, I won't tell.” “No, it’s my sec @

pinutes passed and the little girl bounced in and said,\*You're sixty-two and
you weigh one-hundred forty pounds.’| The astonished grandmother said,
"How 1n the world do you know that?” “Easy,” she replied. “I looked at your
driver’s license on the table and did the math.| I also saw you got an F'in

sex.”
p———

—James Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited
pp. 26-27



