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TEXT: 

v. 11 

-v. 12 

...--:-: 
v .13 

.--
v. 14 

-
v.15 
..-

STUDY #5 IN THE BOOK OF TITUS 

"The Platforr.i of Godliness " 

2:11-15 

/VtJ ~/~~-"' 

~,,C<. /"' #>'k. 

W'f fa), I er-.,£ Y ~ ~ 

Tk 7io·K~1 h tvA..r~. 

For the ~race of God has apneared bringing salvation to all 
men, 
instructing (discipl ining) us that denying ungodl i ness and 
worl dly des i res we should l ive sensibly and righteous ly and 
godly i n the present (now) age . 
Looking for t he blessed hope and the appearing of t he gl ory of 
our great God and Saviour Christ Jesus . 
Who gave Himself on our behal f in order t hat He might set us 
f ree from every l awl ess deed and puri fy for Himsel f a peopl e 
for Hi s own possession, zeal ous for good deeds. 
These thi ngs be speaki ng and exhorting and reprovi ng with al l 
authority. Let no one be looking down on you. 

HlTRODUCT ION: 

He have been pu rsuing the subject of Growth Toward Godlines 'l'r\ \fo have 
s hared toget her 1n our f i rst study the Process of G o d liness ~ n t he 
first verse we are told that it is '' fo r tJJe fa ith of God' s Chosen-out 
ones and a knowledge of truth w i h is accordi ng to odl i ne_s s . 11 The 
recess herein descri bed is f o faith t o food to fru1 . 

--==-

( 

I- ;a r-.1' 

£v; I be as f s 
W:;z y G'lu fk 

t::>/ /J!,f 
<f'" 

- ye;r,<_>1./ er 

Hhat i s the 
it together in 

f'v\.e....A 

<::> 1 J~ ,, 
~ 

Y 0<,).>11~r 

w (}Y1\~ 

~{ M ~5.P.-e_ S' (b.>Jl.~ r' L 
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Getz points out 11 Paul 's letter to Titus is of course a drariatic 
example of teaching people what is expected of Christians who have 
been redeemed by God's grace . In this letter Paul spel ls out, 
point by point, from beginning to end, those qualities of life 
that should accompany salvation . And just as God's grace in 
salvation is available to all kinds and classes of people, so 
Paul spells out a Christian lifestyle for all kinds anct classes 
of people. In the paraqraph before us, however, Paul br j ngs together 
in a succ j nct f orm what Gqd's grace should be te a & h j n ~ ys as CbrJst j aps,.. 
rn a sense Paul is asking, How can I simmarize all I have said about 
Christi an Jivi pq 2 and then- qives his answer in this section. He 

'"answered the question from a negative and then a positive perspective. 11 

Hayes points out 11 Grace teaching is first negative, then positive. 
Grace teaches that the believer is to deny both ungodliness and 
worldly lusts. Grace next teaches that the believer should live -c ~ 

Soberly in res ect · f ~ 5e f c-
~~ p~ ~ us in r ct to the wor and all others 
9-x: ~ o ly in respect to god _, w 

(&-' -~ If the ree spheres of _fuld., ot ~ gr g ' a nd self are properly adjusted 
:..--- in the Christian's life ~ h arthly ~ e will very nearly 

tll. ,15yns:;hror ize with his jieq,venly standin~ _ IJ _ _ , ~ 
J ff ·p1# I 1.)- ~ l\.o ~ ~ ,Qll.( ~ 4 ~ 1 ~ ~-'4- ?-t-O ""'~ ~· 

, (p r APt1'aite points out 11 By way of sumriary of chapter 2:11-15 Paul is giving 
D~ . t~ .JY~ i~structions to Titus concerninq believers generally concerning their 
~ ,U> ~ O conduct in yj ew of +he grace qt Gpd· 
r ~J/' G \L 1. This ~r ace that alone brinqs salvation was manifested 
'1 \ - O(L} to al mankind by the cross of Chris t . 

1 t~~S \ 2. This qrace disci pli nes or educates believers continuously. 
t'l ~\6l...- 3. Grace t eaches beTi evers to live with a sound mental 

Q"(O re attitude and in a manner free from any suspicion of 
G'<t>e.t \\ esS.' wrong doing to those with whom they associate; and with 

GOO \"f'\ ( ~~ reverent piety tm-1ard God, having said no to rlesires for 
<'~r f.\,.,.oU, ungodly things and passionate longinqs connected with 
ft17 1 this life. 

A Jw~$ \Oll\.datif: The believer should be eagerly and momentaril y looking 
'(, \ ~ ~'fl for and anticipating the happy hope of the comin0 mani-

~d \ .. \( ~ fes~ation of the Lord Jesus Christ, our great God and 
ueU S-rv\ Saviour . 
-, \\ \,~ 5. The Lord Jesus Christ on the cross gave himself in the 

r._ 
0 

Vi place and for the benefit of sinners so that He mi0ht 
~ \PO \ klll/'-1 re l ease them by this ransom from all lawlessness. 
~ Nof v·• a. Christ also redeemed the believers in him in order that 

I} he might make clean for himself a people specially 
(' r~bt C:../ selected for his purpose who would also eagerly desire 

, ~ L bl siS ~~ .t hf S" good and nob 1 e works. 

1;':} 1 ~ ~ ~ r + f ev h-t "" 6 e f Pe 
Sa. u ~ \ '"

65
. Al ,, _ /) r ~ r hllu-d 

(01 Go ( £.i vv1 ~ 
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(The Game and the Glory: An Autobiography by :Michelle Akers with Gregg Lewis) Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright-:Michelle Akers, 2000. 240 pp. 

) TOPIC 

I ) 
Finishing 

() 

I REF# I TEXT 

290-04 We stood at attention at midfield as the national anthem 
played and a squadron of jets roared overhead. During the 
introductions, :Mia reached over and slapped my shinguards--our 
longtime tradition. I remember a distinct feeling of calm filling 
me with a heightened sense of awareness. This is it! The very 

I last World Cup game of my career! I wanted to soak it all in: the 
crowd, the anthem, the look on the Chinese faces, :Mia and Julie 
Foudy standing on either side of me, our bench cheering us on, 
everything. 

I remember telling myself, You've got ninety minutes left. 
It's time to blow it out. Gotta score early and then hold the lead. 

Play. Score. Win. Go home. That was my personal game 
strategy. 
pp. 30-31 
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...... -~ 

-3-

7. Titus was to continue speaking the foregoing things as well 
as exhorting and reproving where necessary in the most authori
tative manner possible. 
8. Titus was to stop letting anyone out-think hi m and thus 
despise him. 11 

v.11 For the grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all men 

G~C((' e. Pa>"+ 
A .J. t1-.t 0 ro ~> . 
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_
4

_ flol~ • bf 7.. ~,',~ ~O«l {YI -[Ad-

;i.~--------.:._------~ A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,i ~ J ~ Wi ~ O ~ ~ ~ <;' ~ f-
~~~~------ r ':i i nc:?::g' o r man if es tat ion , ' i-i""...- e .- xa . m ~~-'l'o!i_....,~....,.~ - lA-1/ ,(/~ ~ 

sunris e.. Upon those sitting in the dar ness and in ~----- -

d ~ ath the grace of God has suddenly dawned. It had arisen when Jesus 
healed the sick, cleansed the lepers, cast out demons, raised the 
dead, suffered for man's sins, and laid down his life for the sheep 
in order to take it again on resurrection morning. Thus grace had 
shed on the worl d Christ's holy l ight and had chased the dark night 
of sin away. The Son of righeousness has arisen with healing in 
hi s wings. The grace of God has arreared proyj djpg sa l yat i on for all 
men." -~ ~ ·1 2J instructing (disciplining) us that denying ungodliness and worldly 

desires we should live sensibly and righteously and godly in the 
present (now) age. 

As a result of 

ize these areas wher 
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) 

This means sayin no to the old nature that wars within our heart 
an ives. 

*"Galatians 5:16,17 "So I say, Live by the spirit and you will not 
gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful 
nature desires what is contrary to the spirit and the spirit 
what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict 
with each other so that you do not do what you want." 

\.~ Romans 6:13 " ~leither yield ye your Plembers as instruments of unright-
~ eousness unto sin; but yield yourselves unto God, as those 

that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments 
of righteousness unto God." 

.. 1 Corinthians 9: 27 "I treat ~~r~t roughly and make it serve me, 
lest when I have preached to others, I myself might be dis-
qualified." 

s /uY t?c r~ 
cf 

i Is Ct'll-f."'<i-1 

S p1'r-1'f..ff)vri1v1 

c n ·-tlu v. !\), 

~ ori nthi ans 7: 1 11 Havi ng therefore these promises, dearly beloved, .~/ 
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and :szt~ IVG 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 11 

1
-.. 111-1 

.,-o r /l'JJ 
~ salm 119:9,11 11 t4herewithal shall a youn0 man cleanse his \'lay? by -:;:=- -

taking heed thereto according to thy word. Thy word have I 
hid in my heart that I might not s in against Thee. 11 

4* 1 John 3:3 "Everyone that has this hope in him purifies hir.iself, 

~ even as he is pu}Y['' ~ j ~ .. ~~~~y,~ 
'-70ur text goes on to say, ' ~ nd worldl y des jn :: \1- " C- phJ~- i\i\o"e'i-

..Jt.._ Matthew 6:31-34 "So do not worry, saying, \4hat shall we eat or \I/hat 
~ shall we drink or what shall we wear? for the pagans run after 

all these thinqs. And your heavenly father knows that you need 
them. But seek first his kingdor1 and his righteousness and all 
these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enou0h trouble of its own. 11 

:r JY1.z!1s;1 ~ 

+~ t ~'/S 

~ Luke 12:19 ,20 "And I'll say to myself, You have plenty of good things 
laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat,drink and be merry. 
But God said to him, You fool! This very night your life will 
be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have pre
pared for yourself?" 

l'Je are not on ly to be deny i m1 un ~ 9 d l j ne s s jp q11 r beh 9 ¥ j ~ r, but denying 
worldy desi res in our th ought ljfe._, for i t js 011 t of those aesires t hc;l 
tile ace 1 ufls Of uh god I mess come. 

U'<l~od ~ /la../ ,~ 
dt~\V--l5 o:. Jlf/ ,"-wd.~~ 

l: j Vl ' ? ! I ~...-"" 

It T,-~. '-I,• '~ 

11. <!w. /0: (*" 
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we should 1 live sensibly. 1 

seen t he apostle use t hi s word 

) 
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Q The next word j s 11 and r jg ht e rn 1 s1 ~ 1 

This character js t jc ppjpts godw9rd 

~ a n s 1:17 11 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, 
a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as 
it i s written, The righteous wi 11 1 i ve by faith. 11 

The third word t hat is used is 11 and godly in the present or now 
age." -

tu..iu.\M.. U\11.&J..11 f="e.r /4f1ry, otc b~ lc)OW 11 . " 
~ 5 ~ ;"'1 bat ..k fat" (/iAR ~. 
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for the 
Saviour 

~ ohn 3:~ "Everyone that has this hone purifies himself, even as 
YrJ _.. he is pure. 11 

ure clean living is the , l I One of the great mot iv iona 
~~IP \\ . esus Chc jst , 

~ ~oV.'yfr'' Lenski is pointing out that "After all this discussion we should 
>Jr1'> at'~~ ot fail to absorb Paul 1 s full r.ieaning. l~e Christians live the 

Lt lives we do because our Saviour God's boundless grace has saved 
~ ~ us and kept educating us to live such lives and because we our-

\ \ S selves in this present age look forward to another age \'/hen our 
0,. great hope, the appearing of the glory of Jesus Christ shall at G£) L.0..,,, ast arrive. Then he who in his own person is our God and Saviour 

t-' 0 ~ ill come in all his glory in his second coming which shall transcend 
L ,,JC \ all that we are able to imagine." 
'9 ~"""' ~J.J).~ , , • 
\~ \~ 

) 

) 

e e 

Whereas we have salvation in verse 11 , the 1godly life in verse 12, 
we have the culminat ion i n t he Saviour's coming in verse 11. · ~ 

We are to be looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the 
glory. 

These are one and The bl essed hope is the anpearing_ 
e ~ ory of our and Savi our Christ Jesus. 

\ \~~ Jesus told the disciples in the Upper Room not to be trou. bled in their 
~ 'l\ ~ earts. "They believed in God, believe also in Me, for in my Father' s 
~/"" ~ouse are many dwellingplaces. If it were not . so, I would have told 

you. · I am going to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I am going to cone again and receive you unto myself, 
that where I an there you may be also. 11 

Corinthians 15:51-54 
"Listen, I tell you a mystery: l~e \'/ill not all sleep, but we vJill 

all be changed. 
In a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trunpet; 

for the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised im
perishable, and we \'/ill be changed. 

For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, 
and the mortal with immortal ity. 
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When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, 
and the mortal with irmlortality , then the say inq that 
is written will come through, Death has been swallowed 
up in victory. 11 

Jesus Christ 
of an eve, trans

are a ive and 

Hal Lindsey in his book The Late Great Planet Earth points out that 
111 Jesus said' this would indicate that He was at the door, ready to 
return. Then He said, 'Truly I say to you, this generation will 
not pass away until all these things take place.' (Matthew 24::14) 
What generation? Obviously, in context, the generation that would 
see the signs, chief among them, the rebirth of Israel. A generation 
in the Bible is something like 40 years. If this is a correct de
duction, then within 40 years or so of 1948 all these thinqs could 
take place. Many scholars who have studied Bible prophecy all 
their 1 i ves believe that this is so . 11 

During the early fall, it seems, of every year hurr j canes freguentl v 
strike the so t the Texas G t. Many bQl1rs.., before the 

ncanes rikes the weather bureau issues warniUq s to areas likely 
to be devastated. And as the star~ approac'fies, ,t;d"ts and winds. begin 
to rise and the weather grows vqre am iRews . The miles per hour of 
the wind blowing are charted and continued to be broadcast. During 
this time people are boarding up windows, mooring their boats, storing 
food and water. They make every preparation fo r the winds, rain and 
nig h t i des. Only a fool would not prepare for the storm because so 
many signs of its aeproach are apparent. In the same way the signs 
of our aqe and the increasin0 wor ld problems indicate that Christ's 
coming is drawing near. In light of this, the Christian who refuses 
to prepare for Christ's coming is unbelievably fooli sh. And so is 
the Christian who is not looking for it and living in a godly and 
ri qhteou s fa shion. / 1 " / /~,, 
~ J - ~ ' 1 • I I _ (20 r-t-f;/1. Cf·\,( ~ '<...> ..----

~ \.\ 1V4"tl0to(S - S'novt-47e..s . / 
'T" <j, {...( VI Cl 'vYl 1 _:s 

55 I CLvv\ - T'<'O-"" - c 9''11£' ;._ 
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a1u reminded of that country song , popula r in the late 70s, 
1ELTA DAWN" : 

Verse 1 : 

She 's f orty-one and her d a ddy 's t il l c a l ls her baby . ·f 

All the· folks' a·i;ound ~rowri sville say she's crazy / 
cause she 'wa l ks a owntown with a s u i tcase i n her hand ' 
Look i rt 1 f or a mys ter ious d a r k~h a i re d man. 

' 

· rn tie r yo~nger days they· called her , Delta Dawn. 
: · p ret t ies~ \" ~ b ma~ ;. y(~ -q _, , ~ ~~ r laid ey e ~ <;>n • 
. 'The:i ~ a m~ l1: _·of 

1 
~~~ · ' . 4 ~9f ~ ~ -== stood by h ~ r side .,_. 

Afid : p rom1sed fier. jQ°e' d t:aRe her for his. bride . .:-

-.:chor us : 
I - ~ /, . ' ·, :1 

)e lta ;~ · ~awn, .. ~1} ~ - ~ - s '! t h ~ t . flower1 ~ou 
· could it be ' a fatled ros e from days 
·M d did I h e ar -.you · say , , 

,, ~ .:) .J • • \ \ 't \ • •• 

' He was a-meet1n' you h~re today . 
To t ~ ke you to his marfs ion in t he 

,. 

have on? 
' 
gone by? 

. 
sky? 

I _ • ~ '-t • I 11 • \ ' f'" ,_. ., ; • '( t ' • ('• t l f-, ' ; ~ ~ ~ ' • ~ 1 : - • • • 

r ·Lord Jesus ChrisJ:, . the 
1
9ne who has prom.ised t.he things 

t!his tJ:'.6ok, .is lfa_'i.'th'f!i1 ·~nd true ; and He is coming again 
take u s to R1s ~~ s1on ln the sky. 

f3 '/ 
-

) 
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o me to re orrn the v1h_o le wor . e vmr is i ke 
a sinking ship which cannot be kept from going down. But God 
has given me a lifeboat and said, 'Moody, save everyone off that 
ship you can. Our chief task is to save everyone vie can. 111 

Dr. J. Sidl pw Ba xter gi ves this illustration of the second com jng 
of Chr i st: 11 A Scotsman and his two sons were returning from a 
Ti s h rn~ tri ~ . ihe younger son said, 'I can see her now, my ' 

pn!c1ous wie , '!'.; I t t~g a t 1101111 fOT: j'f w m; m 1 ~ fD~ ee ~ 
a t ai t hful one. e older son sa [ 1 

J a nl be 
wai t ing, but she wi be perc ed on the windows j ll watcb jng f q& 

me to come home. That is what I call faithfulnes s... ' The father 
Scotsman sa i d 'Sons, I can show ou where 1 our mo 

as we \·le should be watching, waititllb and :aor:kfog, until our 
comes. 11 

11 When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound and time shall be no more, 
and the morning breaks eternal bright and fair. 

When the saved of earth sha ll gather over on the other shore, 
and the roll is called up yonder I ' ll be there. 

On that bright and cloudless morning when the dead in Christ shall rise 
and the glory of His resurrection share. 

l~hen His chosen ones shall gather to their home beyond the skies, 
and the roll i s called up yonder I'll be there. 

Let us labor for the Master from the dawn to setting sun, Let us talk 
of all Hi s wondrous love and care, 

Then when all of life is over and our work on earth is done, 
and the roll is ca 11 ed up yonder I 1 ll be there. 11 

Who gave Himself on our behalf in order that He might set us free 
· ~;;;:;~ 11'T ~ o~m every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His 

\ ~y\S own possession, zealous for good deeds. 
).t,S"''# 

Here in this 14th verse you have ~ ;unJ~g r ~ J pf t he Paz+ t hAn p5e5ee± , 
and the f ut u e. \~ho in the past ga#ttim?elf g o 0 11 r behalf 1n t h the 
~Orp ose that in t He present He mi ght set us free from every lawless _ 
t'.tt"!eu and uri ty t or Rimself a eo le--a people in the fut ure who are 
oing o e is own possession, zea ous t or good deeds. The ' who 
~ l efs t o Chr i st Jesus of verse 13 and He gave himsel f on our behalf. ,, 

And that acti gn inyol yed 
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Isaiah the prophet predicted this in Isaiah 53:4-6 -
"Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, 

f 
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for 
our iniquities and the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray. We have turned everyone to his own way 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquities of us all. 11 

~ 2 
Corinthians 5:21 "God made him who had no sin to be sin for 

us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 11 

1 Peter 2:21ff 
o this you were called because Christ suffered for you, 

leaving you an example that you should follow in His 
steps. 

He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth; 
\ 1lhen they hurled their insults at him he did not retaliate; 

when he suffered, he made no threats; instead he entrusted 
himself to him who judges justly. 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree so that we 
miqht die to sins and live for righteousness; by his 
wounds you have been healed. 

For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have re
turned to the Shepherd and the Overseer of your souls. 11 

t o the er f i 
It i s a 

Firs t ,' in order that he might set us free from every law-
1 ess deed. 1 

~ 'purify for Himself a people for His own possession' 

~ 'zealous for good deeds ' 

The fir st js 'He miqht set us free from every lawless deed. 1 

i e 
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'He is purifying for Himself a people for His own possession' 

Hendriksen points out "In summary verses 11-14 teach us that the 
reason why every member of the family should live a life of self
mastery, fairness and devotion is that the grace of God in Christ 
has penetrated our moral and spiritual darkness and has brought 
salvation to all men. That this grace is also our great pedagogu 
who leads us away from ungodliness and worldly passions and guide \L---- = :;;._

us along the path of holiness. That it is the effective preparer 
who causes us to look forward with eagerness to the appearing in 

~ glory of our great God and Saviour Christ Jesus. And finall y, 
~ that it is the thorough going purifier so that redeemed from all 

disobedience to God's law we become Christ's peculiar treasure 
filled with a zest for excellent deeds. 11 

v.15 These things be sgeakinS and e ~ hortiog and reproving with 
Let n one e looking down on you. 

f\)ci\e.. ~ 

'1- ,·s 

\~sf
a11 ~ 

refers to the statements made in verses 11-14. 

The apostle is +o 13e E:lei1191 t11 1ee t11 1hM! • 
1. He is to be speak j ng __ 
2. and e ~ bort iog 

3. and reproving with all authority. 
That authority comes from the Spirit of God who s inspired 
word of God, and he is also not to let anyone ook down upon 

de Sa. Mua..k Cf" ~ .. 

~ $~\f ~ ~U v- lf'1 _. ~ 

the 
bim. 

CD Se I- Py.a

~ ~ u.v~~. ~ 

~ ~ Y'~l~ 
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He will be fulfilling these three functions with both his l ip and 
his life. He speaks and exhorts and reproves with his lip and -

1fy h1 s r; fe he 1 ets no one 1 ook down upon him 

..J:/.... ~ othy 4: 12 11 Don 1 t 1 et anyone 1 oo k down on you be cause you a re 
~ young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in 

life, in love, in faith, and in purity. 11 

pre,5ented throuqh fa1 h 

Once having received the gift of Christ we are disciplined on the 
negative side to deny ungodliness and worldly desires. On the 
positive side, to live sensibly, righteously and godly. 

The future ramifications of this life are the blessed hope in the 
appearing of our great God and Saviour Christ Jesus. And it is 
he who gave himself so that he might set us free from every 1 a\'1-
less deed and purify for himself a people for his own possession 
who are zealous for good works. 

The apostle then challenges Titus with his responsibility in the 
closing verse. In light of all of these great things, he is to 

.. 

be speaking and exhorting and reprovinq, using these thinqs as the 
basis of his messaqe.~ ~is ~i~of life is to be such that 
no one wi 11 be 1 ooki n down upon hi ffi l f' l 

l ~'f"Lll\ ~ ~ WOV"'6 

CONCLUSIOtl: ~ B.uii.t.+• F'1:"4, ~+~~ 

There are a number of l essons that come out of this particular study: 

Salvation is a free gift offered to all men. ---. H<, ~ ~J.. 

brc:>"°ln t- '10'.l a. Eh;+, 

The grace of God disciplines us in the pursuit of godliness . 

~ The coming of Jesus Christ i s a great motivating factor 
~ d go dl i ness. 

came to earth for the purpose of giving himself on 
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~ ~ He are a people for his own possession. 

F. B. Meyer in his book The Director~ of a Devout Life says "The 
mother of St. Augustine prayed to Go that he would not suffer 
her beloved son to go to Rome . because she dreaded the persecutions 
which were threatening the city. He went, notwithstanding, and 
it was in Italy that he found Christ. Referring to this incident 
in his life in after years he said, 'Uhat was it, 0 my God, that 
she sought of Thee with many tears? Was it not that thou 
wouldest not suffer me to set sail for Rome? But thou in thy 
deep counsels and in listening to the hinge of her desire, didst 
disregard the thing which she asked for, that thou mightest do 
in me that which she was ever asking, the convers.ion of my soul. 111 

Perhaps God is wantinQ t o gs i !s;iis '/8l'Y t b i ~g in d'Q!! f J j te r iQht_. 
now at t he conclusion of th js st11d,M whjch forms the platform for 
t he godly l i f e. 

E>ev. l\(Ac! c;,., - ~Id K"11Y11f'-lt-...- - +~d. ~ ~ ej,l"-r~: 
Fov 5;,viiefh,.,.~ A..,.J ht1 J ./-o Cfc 

~ CiJ. W'-~ loot, ~1 
~c~ else +o Fu .. , J ; 1 .. 
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~~ -· ., 

March 31 
Saturday 

BE PREPARED 

READ: 

Romans 5:1-11 

Having now been 
justified by His blood, 
we shall be saved from 

· wrath through Him. 
-Romans 5:9 

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: 

• 1 Kings 5-7 

- ...... --"" ... --· • ..... • .~1 .-,.,... fL --

Just as her friends were doing, my 
daughter Melissa was busily pre

paring for adulthood. At school, she 
was getting ready for college by tak
ing the right courses and had signed 
up for the ACT college entrance test. 

Outside of class, Melissa was learn
ing the socialization skills it takes to 
get along with people by spending 
time with friends, classmates, and 
teammates. At her job, she was learn
ing the relational skills needed for a 
future career of work. At home, Mell 
was preparing for future family life by 
experiencing the way a Christian fam
ily would interact. 

Getting ready for life as an adult 
takes work, and Melissa was making 
good progress. 

But none of that preparation was what she would need. In 
2002, when she died in a car accident at age 17, the only 
preparation that mattered was her readiness for heaven. 

When the truest test of preparedness came so suddenly on 
that beautiful June evening-when eternity's door opened 
for Melissa-she was prepared. She had put her faith in 
Jesus and trusted His sacrifice on the cross for her sins (John 
3: 16; Rom. 5:8-9). 

When she faced the ultimate test of being prepared, 
Melissa was ready. Are you? - Dave Branon 

God's time is now, for the days fly fast, 
And swiftly the seasons roll; 

Today is yours, it may be your last; 
Choose life for your priceless soul! -Fithian 

If death comes today, 
will you be prepared to meet God? 
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2 

INTRODUCTION: 

A fr~g goes into- a bank an ~ ~ ;P ~~ aches the teller. l He can see fr..::.o=m=-h=e=r.._ __ ...., 
pa the teller's name is Patricia Whack So he sa s,\''Ms. Whack, 
I'd like to get a loan to buy a boat and go on a long vaca 10n." r 

~~-'"""'"""'~l..!:t~t~h~e...!:fr=.:o ~in disbelief and asks how much he wants to borrow. 
says $30,000 . . 

The teller asks his name and the fro · name is Kermit Jagger, 
his dad is Mick Jagger, and that it's OK, he knows the bank manager. - ._____.. 

Patti explains that $30 000 is a substantial am unt of money and that he will 
need to secure some ollateral against the loan. She asks if he has anything 
he can use as collateral. 

The frog says, "Sure, I have this," and produces a ~ink porcelain 
~about half an inch tall. Bright pink a~erfecrr-formed . Very 
confused, Patti explains that she11 have t cons twit the manager nd 
disappears into the back office. 

She finds the manager and says: "There's a frog called Kermit Jagger out 
there who claims to know you and wants to borrow $30,000. And he wants to 

. us t ·s s collateral." ~e holCls up the tiny pink elephant) ''I mean,lwhat ,.;t-JQ-
the heck is this? 
Are you ready for this . ........... ... ???) 

"It's a knick knack, Patti Whack. Give the frog a loan. His old man's 
a Rolling Stone." 

(Received via e-mail from Vicky Hollon, May 8, 2000) 
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edia of Humor by Lowell D. Streiker) 

In our area, there are ot of football addic . . was seated next to one-a 
lady-at a football game ~ long .g . There was an empty seat beside 
her. 

"It was my husba d' , ut he died, "' sh. ~ xplained. "Oh, I'm sorry," I 
said. Then as an thought I asked, "Isn't tnere...someone else in the family 
who could u .e--t e tic 

;N-0;' she replied, ''They're all at the funeral." 

_::5~~ -rt~-~ 
0 

(The Tale of the Tardy Oxcart: And 1,501 Other Stories by 

1~t5 1 
Charles R. Swindoll) 

/,~ >'~~HARLES SCHULi)in one of his "Peanuts" cartoons, shows Lucy and Linus 
· \ y/" ·, ~ooking out the window, watching it rain. Lucy begins the conversation: 

< 

• 

~) 

p.569 

Lucy: Boy, look at it rain ... what if it floods the whole world? w 
Linus: It will never do that . .. In the ninth chapter of Genesis, God ~ 

promised Noah that this would never happen again, and the \ 
sign of that promise is the rainbow. 

Lucy: You've taken a great load off my mind ... 
Linus: Sound theology has a way of doing that! 

- Robert L. Short, Parables of Peanuts 

~~~~~-;US little ten-year-old asked her grandmotherf"Grandma, how 
old are you?" ''Well, honey, when you're my age, you don't sliare your age 

i JUS any ody." ''Please, I won't tell." "No, it's my s'.i.:e~c;.w.oi ______ _ 

·nutes and the little ·r1 bounced in and said, "You're sixty-two and 
you weigh one-hundred fort poun s.' The astonished gran mot er said, 

ow m the worl do you know t at?" "Easy," she re lied "I loo 
driver's license on the table and did the math. I also saw ou ~tan 'Fin 

~ ·" ] -- -
-James Hewett, fllustrations Unlimited 

pp. 26-27 


