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Wl-\a r we l-\Y'4t ~s Ill vesc.c.1 ~ or ~aa ·s """""a...

A P<oc"ss - No JVJs~w+ 1.! 

ft l.J: /~-/~ 

STUDYJ 3 ti\ ~ 
_TH_E PERVERSION _OF GODLitffSS 1 f1 f o··•er J n ~ - ~ 

~ Ha :: u ~ , ~ ~ ' ::::_ A :_: FO ~ ~ ~ \M ~ ~ :~ ~ +-- d : ~ :..:.:... ~ '~ ~ · .,__ ~ __ ......::..------ ;- · ,:;.L 
TEXT: 1:10-16 

v.10 For t here are many rebel l i ous men, empty t al kers and decei vers, 
especi al ly t hose of the ci rcumci si on. 

v . 11 Who must be s il enced because they are upset t i ng v1ho 1 e fami 1 i es, 
teaching t hings which they shoul d not for t he sake of dishonest 
gain . 

v. 12 A certai n one of t hem, a prophet of t hei r own, sai d, "Cretans are 
always l iars, evi l beasts, l azy gl ut tons. 11 

v. 13 Th is tes t imony i s t rue, for this cause be rebuki ng them severely, 
i n order t hat t hey may be sound in t he fa ith , 

v. 14 not pay i ng attent ion to Jewi sh ~yths and commandments of men who 
are t urni ng th emsel ves away f rom the trut h. 

v. 15 All thi ngs are pure , t o t hose who are pure; But t o those who are 
defil ed and unbel ievi ng noth ing i s pure, but both the i r mind and 
t hei r conscience are defil ed. 

v. 16 They are confess ing to know God, but by t hei r deeds, they are 
denyi ng Hi m, be ing detestable and di sobedient, and with reference 
to every good wor k disapproved. 

INTRODUCTI ON: 

ALout \l~fYoctt"we are pursu ing ffift1~ -HB-=i.e6 
Ol\C w~" "'4"- scruti ni zed t he ~~~~ ..U-:-..!<!J.l:---1~~--=...!:~~~~..!..!, 
ck. Jcl.v-e"~be.f,(uJpat one moves 

\U W\ ( \ I n 
~lf=,wtlltt it 

JO..;i"""*'*'?. ?"!1111-== ~ ~ .i...i. ~-...--~~"111.. · 

q<Acc.r< T"w.~ 
f\.S.\- f.,~l.~N ____ _., 

t-\6 V'e"\ Paul warns Timothy in a similar way in 1 Timoth cha ter 4: "But the 
1J f J J.... Spirit explicitly is saying that in lat imes some vdll fall away 

oSfJ' ... 1 from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and to teachings 
q"o of demons, by the hypocritical preaching of liars, seared in their own 
Sew1r£/! consciences with a red-hot branding iron . 11 

~t.\s+ In his second letter:- to Timothy, \r-2- T_i_m_ot_h_y_ c_h-ap_t_e_r_ J"Je says, 11 !3ut 
t+ol~ mark thi s , there will be terrible ~ imes in the last days. People will 
S(/{· dis, be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, 
9~ . disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, un
~f"'t,,+. forgiving, slanderous, without self control, brutal, not lovers of 
~ ~ the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 
r~'1 · than lovers of God, having a form of godliness. but der11in CJ its power, 

Have nothing to do with them. They are the kind who worm their way 

1) 
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into homes and gain control over weak-willed women who a re loaded down 
with sios and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires. always learning 
but never able to acknowl edge the truth." 

and dece ivers, 

[ ~ ~7 as liaj being "for there are man/7febell j ous m eQ ~ m p ty talkers,. 
a ece1 ye r;s., especia ll y those of the c j rrnmc j siou.- " 

v-.iv-S \ The apostle here is making reference t g the Jewish teacher ~ who were 
,\A1s ~ ~ coming behjpd the teaching of the apostle Paul and trying to add 
{ l~ "" · er~ ~ lea 9 l reauirements for the salvation of Gentiles. Ti tiJs has already 

l'I PJ 1 /'< ~ 0 na an encounter with this situation at the Jerusal em C911pr; il, and 
e/-'f/;,'f\# ~ the council voted in favor of sal yat jqn bv ta;tb alone and Titus 
~ t--- ~\e.. was the test case on that occasion, as you remember . 

( ) t(o V,.li'"' These teachers a re characterized i n[ihree w ~ vs ; J 
They are rebell j Q!!S rggg . 
Empt y talkers 
O'ecei yers 

~ The first thing that can be said about the~ is they ar rebellious men. 2 . i<:: 

~ ~· 5 ~ They were neithe[ submissiw to the te ~ ch j n g of ~g d's WO [~ or to the _ . ~ f" b,.. • sSL u lti mate dOci s ion of the Jerusa l ~91; il , and so t he apostle has · -:;, .),.. q /-' 
J . 5"' fl.fr . eve~y right to call them \ r eb&lii == ~ They are not willing to be, ,µi 

~~ \ ~t ,J.1~ubJect to the ru l e of ot ~ ers + Sa. l cl-- S'a.\NU."-el ~ ~ A' A 
()'rfll'' ~ ~ '-t ~ s a.. , ..., ~ --
,..,..Q s 0 The second characteristic i s they are empty talkers. ~ 0 l ~t !.I. 

. " - ::::..-'1 -
that are emptv of purpose. 

CJ 



C
o
p
y
rig

h
t ©

 2
0
1
7
 b

y
 B

ib
le

 T
e
a
c
h
in

g
 R

e
s
o
u
rc

e
s
 b

y
 D

o
n
 A

n
d
e
rs

o
n
 M

in
is

trie
s
. T

h
e
 a

u
th

o
r's

 le
c
tu

re
 n

o
te

s
 in

c
o
rp

o
ra

te
 q

u
o
te

d
, p

a
ra

p
h
ra

s
e
d
 a

n
d
 s

u
m

m
a
riz

e
d
 

m
a
te

ria
l fro

m
 a

 v
a
rie

ty
 o

f s
o
u
rc

e
s
, a

ll o
f w

h
ic

h
 h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 a

p
p
ro

p
ria

te
ly

 c
re

d
ite

d
 to

 th
e
 b

e
s
t o

f o
u
r a

b
ility

. Q
u

o
ta

tio
n
s
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 re

s
id

e
 w

ith
in

 th
e
 re

a
lm

 o
f fa

ir u
s
e
. 

It is
 th

e
 n

a
tu

re
 o

f le
c
tu

re
 n

o
te

s
 to

 c
o
n
ta

in
 re

fe
re

n
c
e
s
 th

a
t m

a
y
 p

ro
v
e
 d

iffic
u
lt to

 a
c
c
u
ra

te
ly

 a
ttrib

u
te

. A
n
y
 u

s
e
 o

f m
a
te

ria
l w

ith
o
u
t p

ro
p
e
r c

ita
tio

n
 is

 u
n
in

te
n
tio

n
a
l.

0 

0 

and positions about 
false teaching they 
of the whole thing. 

-3-

~ P-1--..i~~~~ ~ also because of their 
which is the tragedy 

. u- ~ { 

G ~ J. I .L ~ :/ ·"'.....,;._;;.......___ "'- ~ j,...i--

~ II Corinthians 11 :13-15 "For such men are false apostles, deceitful 
workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ . And no wonder, 
for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is 
not surprising then if his servants masquerade as servants 
of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions 
deserve. 11 

~ ohn says in 1 Johr«8 11 If we claim to be without sin , we deceive 
r - Ourselves and the truth is not in US.

11 

The apostle makes it clear that action has to be taken. These false 
t alkers and deceive rs , mus t_ 

done : 

~ The y: are teaching things which they shoul d not for the 
sake of dishonest gain. 
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The apostle quotes from one of their own p hilo so p he r ~ to verify the 
fact that others like themselves recognized that the people on the 
island of Crete were characterized by being li arj., evil beasts and 
l azy gl uttons, -
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Patterson points out 11 The dwellers of Crete had become notorious 
f or their lac ~ of morals. To demonstrate the depths to which these 
people had-fa l en, Pau l' quotes a native of the island. The poet 
quoted is E p ime ~ ide ~ , a 6th century B.C. resident of the island. 
Paul also quote from a i earned phi losopher at Athens, and on 
other occasions demonstrated a great knowledge of the literary 

l A\ ! accomplishments of the ancients. \~e are told that Paul received 
.ye- his re li gious training at the feet of the famous ~ amalieJ in 

,~ .L Jerusa ~ em. Hjs knowledge of Greek literature ana phil osophy makes 
((y~ \)...rv

1 1t hi g ly probable that he also rece i ved trai ning el sewhere, possibly 
CY "({ from the scholars at the Un j vers j t y pf Tarsus in his hometown. Paul 
~ ften used this trainin e r C rist . 

. h e quo es Epi-meR · Cretans are a ways 
~ iar5< ' They are further said , evidently a 

4-- _. nee to their brutishness ess. Furthermore, 
$~& they are unemgloyea stgmachs. The s ow-bell jes', but for 

~pan unders t andi f what is actua l nvolved, fhe li teral Greek 
~ S rendering of 1 unem l s ' QQ_uld not be overlooked. In 

~o ,,,.,,,,._ other w r s e peop e of Crete had lnot intention of working fo r 
p,o~ their If by trickery they couid secure satisf action for 
~ , er-expanding stomach, they would avoid work altogether. One 
~~ wonders if this disease of laziness is not contagious when he ob

~, ,v ~ serves the general lethargy of many Christians who desire the 
4' \, v<1ef blessings of the Lord without having to make a contrib~tion of time ~-1-~ ~ +; 

) 
~¥"'"' and energy to tpe Lord's work. 11 P~ , /.3 : .Jt-19"':1-oY" ti~~~~ W ~ ~ 
~ ~~ JWC1I\. w/~, ~ ~ ~ ~&utTfr-ik! ~at"~.~~ 
Guthrie points out "The apostle supports his argument by appealing A.o~ J 
t o a venerated Cretan crj t j c pf the Cretan char:acter;. The lines ~ ~ ~ ~ 
quoted are fromt imenides, a 6th centur hiloso her, who his ~ . ../ ~ 
fellow countrymen a raise o my ica onors. any ancient al.~ .1 • 

writers, Aristotle, Cicero, mention him as prophet and the apostle g-:"d~,,._ " 
therefore ci tes him by t his well -known descri ption. Being a well- ~ .... 1

" 

known Cretan c 's own eo l , the apostle cannot be chargea 
wi censoriousness for his exposures. That Cretans were notorious 
for untruthfulness is strikingly confirmed by the Greek language 
containing a word 1 c ~+ 1 -io 1 fTleaning 'to lie. 1 The accompanying 
elements in their unenviable reputation give the measure of their 

'Evil b 1 represents a maliciousness akin to the 
more sava e ani . · n, while 'slow belli es or idol gluttons• 
escri es t eir uncontrolled greed. Ifi e inci us 1 ~ ti 01 Sdth a las hing 

criticism of the Cretan character in this letter to Titus would seem 
to rule out the idea that the letter was semi-official. The apostle 
is about to urge Titus to take a strong hand with the unruly element 
in the church and is first priming him on the well-known characteristics 
of the people with whom he is dealing. This principle has constant 
relevance for every minister of the gospel must, of necessity, be 
cognizant with the character of his people, however distasteful the 
facts may be. 11 
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\J 
~ endriksen ' describes 

( eJtvt1 the savage and er e r f of the days of 
~u 7 Epimeni es an of the days of Paul and Titus. They would _push 

Gf>.1
1

1/\ t everyon$,. out of the way in order to gain ap adyantage for themse 1 ves. 
,,J-o ~~ some see in thi f descriptive epi t aph an illusion to the mythical 

11 (> ,,.- / Cretan minotaur who was half bull and half man, whom Minos hid 
Pl ~ in the Cretan labyrinth where until Theseus slew this monster, he 

_,,~ evoured the Athenian youths and maidens sent as a tribute every 
nine years. 'Bellies inactive' marks the Cretans as lazy gluttons, 

1 lu ish and sensual ormandizers. The Cretans then are untruthful, 
. ~ .. ·~ ·u.'t\."~1 an p easure oving. Now some writers cons ider the ac t ion 

! f).V\ au in quob ng this ae%stating verdict with respect to the 
St.\,f1s"1 haracter of the Cretans as s ingularly untactful. a smear upon 

l 
,~ e good name of the entire population. However, the character 

~
~uvt "" ~ the Cretans displayed itself so clearly that confirmation of 

\
r ell the severe judgment comes from every direction and is not limited to 

a single century . 11 

~---

) 

) 

Barclay says "The Cretans were notorious li ars 
and trtiitors. Here precisely is the wo er u 
and actually experiencing it, Paul does not say Trh.-< s 
them alone. They are bad and all men know it. 
There are few passages which so demonstrate the divine optimism of 
the Christian missionary and evangelist who re fu ses to regard any 
man as hopeless . The greater the pvj l the Qr eater the ch a lle p g ~ . 

It is the Christian conviction that there is no sin which is too 
great for the grace of Jesus Christ to encounter and to conquer. 11 

~ - i!] Th is t •o±jmqny_j_s true, (o ,J;,j: ll:is ~ ca H s e,, be rebuking them severely, 
iQ prde.x;_..thaJ they may be souncr-tn the fa itn, 

Paul makes reference to the statement that he has just quoted in v.12 
and agrees wi;th it by saying, 11 This testimony is true. 11 
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(The Best of Ann Landers: Her Favorite Letters of All Time by Ann Landers) New York, NY: 
Fawcett Columbine. Copyright - The Eppie Co., Inc., 1996. 421 pp. 

( I JOPIC 

Aging 

( ) 

I REF# 

230-09 

, 

!TEXT 

Dear Ann Landers: I have never written to you before, 
but I believe the following might interest you and your readers. I 
found it in an old magazine. It was written by Rudy Joe Mano. 

It Was Grandfather's Birthday 
It was Grandfather's birthday. He was 79. He got up 

early, shaved, showered, combed his hair and put on his Sunday 
best so he would look nice when they came. 

He skipped his daily walk to the town cafe where he had 
coffee with his cronies. He wanted to be home when they came. 

He put his porch chair on the sidewalk so he could get a 
better view of the street when they drove up to help celebrate his 
birthday. 

At noon he got tired but decided to forgo his nap so he could 
be there when they came. Most of the rest of the afternoon he 
spent near the telephone so he could answer it when they called. 

He has five married children, 13 grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. One son and a daughter live within 10 
miles of his place. They hadn't visited him for a long time. But 
today was his birthday and they were sure to come. 

At suppertime he left the cake untouched so they could cut 
it and have dessert with him. 

After supper he sat on the porch waiting. 
At 8:30, he went to his room to prepare for bed. Before 

retiring he left a note on the door, which read, "Be sure to wake 
me up when they come." 

It was Grandfather's birthday. He was 79. 
p.322 
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11 in order t 

Paul has already made a common 
faith. 11 And now here these 

~ Cretan Christians an , and 
VI'{ t 1s wou only be true as they are freeing themselves from the 

~ error of the false teachers who are pressing them at this time. 

~ ~ P2l'i pg a,t.ten.tjoo_to Jewish m~ ths and commandments of men 
~ ~ ,.a ge turning themselves away from the truth. 

ac 1n our first study, we noted together that in the Qrocess 
godliness, a man comes to faith in Jesus Christ. He then co~es 
a knowledge of the truth, whi ch does produce godliness in the 
personal life. 

of 
t~ 

The rroblem in Crete was they were listepj ng t q te9cbers pf erro ~ 

who were turnin g themseliiar i"'i9' from the t rn th of the ~ford of God, 
and as a resu l t , their personal lives were dis la in it b an 1.V 
absence of true -k' 

These men of error we(e t eaching Jewish myths and the commandments 
<ff\d t radi ti ons gf men:· rather than the exhortation'S, instructi ons, 
and commandments of God . 

r;:i5') A 1 · s a re ure, to those v1ho a re pure; but to those who 
L.,::::J · ~ d an un e ieving notning is pure, but both their mind 
~ t eir conscience are defiled. 

are 
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e gospel and the regeneration 
such persons into real purity.'' 

It was Jesus j n the Sermo n on the Mo!!nt who said, 11 Rle55ed are the 
pure in heart ~ for they shall see God." "All things are pure to those 
who are pure.' 

Here the apostle points ou.t. that one of the things that happens when 
a man becomes a Chr j st jap ,M'Saiah 1:18 says, "Come thou, let us 

, reason together, saith the Lord. Though your sins be as scarlet, 
f) r bf they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
r ~tt,,'[tU ll .they shall be as wool." As a man is purified by the blood of Jesus 

QJ-C· ~ Christ, then all th j n95 are p11ce t q th j s per5qn. Ha yj nq the mj nd. 
\\ () v., r'C(e 

11
M.:. a.nd the conscience purified and cleansed. then the new bel j eyer has 

\ li)h 1¥ - a d i fferent perspecti ve. 

~ t,J {L)· - ·~ In the verse we have the little word 1 but 1 which forms the contrast 

.....<\'>/Cf( l Ill to those who are characterized in two wag : Jhgse who are defiled 
~ ~ ' ·t t"e- a11d unbelieving; that is, v1ithout knowing Christ as Savior. noth jpg 

c:_ nn~ is pure. 
~ y~ -

) ~~ comes something which is dj rty and ~~;~~3 se . it becomes 

C) 

e ing for selfish r . The -~ ·---- ~ is the rootL 
o evi because materialism becomes the ,· ctor in the 

i e who is not wa I king wi th God. 

The reason nothin 
JS given in the ast statemept 
consc ience are defil ed," 

"As a man th j pke+h 
scripture is upon 
of Christ 1 

of greed, resentment, 

tive 

has 
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~ ilippians 4: 8,9 "Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable, if anything is excellent or praiseworthy , 
think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received 
or heard from me or seen in me, put it into practice and the God 
of peace wi ll be with you." 

Not opl y is the mjpd def j led. but the cgnscjence al59 The apostl e 
says "Herein do I exercise myself to have always a conscience void 
of offense toward God and toward man. 11 

~ 2 ~: /~ -
To the man who has a pure mind and a clear conscience all things are 
pu e. 

~ ~ " ar0 sqpfe~g_ to Lrnow God, but b_x their deeds, they ar;:e 
EJ <;jfp¥ ... iogJ!jm,__being_detestabl e_ and disobedient, and \>Ii th reference

t g @lfa.r;y_ggod work disapproved. 

Jesus has said, 11

B ~ the j r fr ~ it xe shall know them. 11 These that he 
has been speaki ng 1n t his section are confessing to know God. It is 
awful ly easy to confess \>Ii ' · · e 
of God that he But when you l ook at their 
1ves, you see a real a s . They are saying, "Yeah, 

I know Go.d.." "Yes, I " But b'i ~ he j r dee~, when you 
exami ne t he fru1 age of their you see;4 things. escribed here 
in this 16th verse: - -

are denying Him 

l'ite k)1 '1f b~ 

J V\ I ~ t'J c.uo....- J J. 

is the message of James that "faith without works is dead. 11 

Getz points out in hi s boo k A Profile for a Christian Li festyle : 
"And what made this problem even worse, they had purposely mi xed 
truth with error in order to deceive more people. Thus Paul 
wrote, 'They claimed to know God, but by their actions, they deny 
Him.' How cou l d any person l ower himself to the place where he 
used the name of God for purely selfish purposes. This these men 
did. And when this happened, Paul showed little mercy. This ex
plains why he used certain words to describe them. They are 
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0 
In other 

Mat{. 7: '4Ma. ~" w: < ( 
11 and with reference to every good work disapproved. 11 ,,,,1 

G As far as trye a11 the nt j c godl iness and good wqrks flowing froo a 
J\:\ f- l i vi ng fa i th in their li yes . eyerytb j pq they do j s disapproyed. 

f ' ~ ~ e is reminded of 1 Corinthians 9:27 where the apostle Paul 
~ says, 

11 I treat my body roughly and make it serve me, lest when I 
(i. have preached to others, I myself would be disapproved (or 

l: J II ordered to stand aside and not be eligible for reward at the 
, ffl" · ~ot'·· judgment seat of Christ. ) 11 

() / 

() 

When you hear these men speak, they are giving a m essase - ~ hat they 
know God, but when you look at their erso al l ives you see that 
they are denyj ng Him. They are detes e. ey are disobedient. 
And as far as every good work is concerned, they are disapproved. 
What a tragedy when v~e can see in something like this a perversion 
of godliness. Men, who with their l ips speak one thing, and with 
their l i ves live something else. ......... 

COtlCLUS I ON: 

As we have discerned together how to recognize error from truth, 
the apostle has described for us these men who are speaking error 
are rebellioys meu, emptx talkers and d. ~ cei y e r; s . They are 
upsett in who l e fami 1i s and teachi ng things which can make for 
er na anc1a en 't for t hemselves. Tney are iike the 
retans who are 1,j,a,ts, evi l be s~ s, and lazy glu ttons. They are 

those who are turnin t emsel ves awa from t he trutn. And as a 
result , turning emselves away from e source of true godliness. 
They are those who confess to know Goa, but by their deeds they are 
denyi g_g Him. By thei r deeds, they are detestabl ~ . And by their 
deeds, they are manifesting disobedience and there i s no good work 
which is approved. 

~a"\· . . 
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What are some of the lessons that we learn out of th i s particul ar 
study? 

LESSO~ ~ Those who are teaching error use a l ot of words b!JL 
' ~ i ni e.. 

LE SSON ~ Those who haye t g spea k qften qf f j nancial matters j n 
~ r mi ni stry must be scrutinized with susp icion. 

LESSOt.1'#3) False qodl j ness j s the result of man's huma n effort L 
~ eas 7" true odliness is the result of God 1s war ·n ou 

i ves .. -
LESSON ~ The dec j s jqn t o t ·1 rR aHay f12Em the t rn th prod!Jces the 
~ lives i n this passage. 

LESSor@ The goa 1 of every growj pg bel j e yer Q!JQht to be a p1Jre 

mind an'tl" a clear conscience_,_ -
LESSON 1/6":) Hatch the person who confesses to know God, but whose 

l ~ cannot bear cl ose scrutiny. 

Le
95

c),. (5) ~rJ ,.+-be ~f- -ik Ah .£evt~ ~ hcY?es+l-f, 
~ 4- k.v-J ~ .4~ -\k li"-e.s.u. 1-l- €>F -h,l v--Y' \.\A_I 

~~ ~~~ ~ .+l("A: 
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(31 ays of Praise: Enjoying God Anew by Ruth Myers) Sisters, Oregon: 

Questar. Copyright - Warren and Ruth Myers, 1994. 160 pp. 

Interpersonal 

) 

) 

Marriage 

J 

Father, I thank You for the people in my life who seem to bring more 
pain than joy, for I believe You have let our paths cross for important 

reasons. Thank You for the good things You want to do in my life through 
the things that bother me (their irritating habits? their moodiness? their 

unloving ways? their demands? their insensitivity? their unrealistic 
expectations?). I'm grateful that You are with me, to meet my needs when 
others--even those close to me--fail to do so. I'm so glad that You are also 
within me, working to make me more like Jesus--more patient, more gentle, 
more loving--through the very things I dislike. 

Thank You too that You love these people, and that Your love is 
adequate to meet their deep needs and to transform their lives, however 
willful or unwise they may sometimes be. Thank You that You care for them 
deeply, and that each of them has the potential of being a vast reservoir from 
which You could receive eternal pleasure. And so, though I may not feel 
grateful, I give thanks for them by faith, trusting Your goodness, Your 

wisdom, Your power, and Your love for them as well as for me. 
And I praise You that I need not fret about these people, or be envious, 

or mull over angry thoughts to prove I'm right. Thank You that by Your 

power I can receive them as You receive me: just as I am, warts and wrinkles 
and hangups and all .. . that I can choose not to judge them, but to forgive 
them ... to cancel any debts I feel they owe me--any apologies, any 

obligations ... that through Your grace, I can choose to wipe clean any slate 
of grievances I have within me and to view these people with a heart that 
says, "You no longer owe me a thing." Thank You for Your Spirit who 
empowers me, so that I can do them good, delight in You, and commit my 
way to You, resting in You as You unfold Your good purposes in these 
relationships--in Your time. 
pp. 88-89 
(99-A-8) 

Thank You, Lord, for each specific strong point and admirable quality in 
my life partner.* Thank You for bringing us together, and for the way Your 
love sweetens our earthly love! I bless You, Lord, for the many benefits You 
have given me through this dear one. 

Here are some special reasons I want to thank You for this relationship: 

Yet, Lord, I praise You that You far surpass even the best person in my 
life. You are distinguished above all, "the most winsome of all beings" 
(Tozer). You are my share in life, my reward, my inheritance. 

Who can compare with You? You are my perfect Life Partner, my 
dearest, most-delightful Loved One, my always-present Companion. You are 
the strength of my life, and my portion forever. Only my relationship with 
You is sure to be lifelong and more, with never a goodbye! 

Thank You that "You are so vastly wonderful, so utterly and completely 
delightful, that You can meet and overflow the deepest demands of my total 
nature, mysterious and deep as that nature is" (Tozer) . 
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(3 Days of Prayer: Moving God's Mighty Hand by Warren & Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR: 
Multnomah Publishers. Copyright - Warren & Ruth Myers, 1997. 

) TOPIC 

Commitment 

) 

) 

I REF# I TEXT 

107-05 Lord, I submit myself to You, presenting life and my 
desires as a living sacrifice. I acknowledge You as Lord of my 

desires, my plans, my successes and failures, my place in the 
world, my friendships, my popularity. You are Lord of my 
present and future relationships, health, money, possessions, and 

human approval. How good it is to yield to You, knowing that 

You withhold no good thing from your obedient children who trust 

You and call on You. 
I choose to give up all right to myself, take up my cross day 

by day, and follow You. Give me power to resist the devil. Give 
me grace not to let the world squeeze me into its mold-its desire 
to indulge . .. its desire to possess . .. its desire to impress. 
Instead, may Your Spirit remold my mind from within. I really 
need this, Father, so that I can know You better, delight in You 

more constantly, and experience Your good and perfect will for 

me. 
Show Your mighty power, Lord, by keeping me following 

You closely. Do the same for my Christian friends and family 
members, especially the young ones. Deliver us from sin and 
from Satan. Do this especially for those who right now are toying 

with temptation or giving in to sin. 
p. 59 
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COUNTRY ONE-LINERS 

¥- "THE WORST YOU EVER GA\ffi ME WAS THE BEST I EVER HAD." 

~ "FLUSHED FROM THE BATHROOM OF YOUR HEART." --
~ "DON'T CRY DOWN MY BACK, BABY, YOU MIGHT RUST MY SPURS." 

-.,. 

~ "SHE STEPPED ON MY HEART, AND STOMPED THAT SUCKER FLAT." 

~ "WHEN THE PHONE DON'T RING, YOU'LL KNOW IT'S ME." 

lk- "IF YOU WANT TO KEEP THE BEER REAL COLD, PUT IT NEXT TO MY 
I" EX-WIFE'S HEART." 

~i-h CoMl'Ylo dc. - h 4 qqi...,'f, ;,<\'. 1 ;,, -\-le VQ l/e'j! 

* ''W ALK_:'UT BACKWARDS SO I'LL THINK YOU'RE COMING IN." 

ESE 

"MY WIFE RAN OFF WITH MY BEST FRIEND, AND I MISS HIM." 

~ T K Yl ~W I Id I eav1 ) bu+- I /U e.ve-..- lioc..u'jl·-i- r Id h::t 11 11 

"I'M JUST A BUG ON THE WINDSHIELD OF LIFE." 

,... " J-1 e Is ~il.11': , ..;, I V\ /)1 'i -l l"ac.>1:: j? I b t-l .j. ~ e (!a YI 1 / Fi i I In 7 5 /, Oc> ~ ! w 

w-- "OUR LOVE IS LIKE A FAR-AWAY RADIO STATION, FADING IN AND 
f'\J FADING OUT." 

'1'M JUST A DANGLING PARTICIPLE IN THE COMPOUND SENTENCE 

&WVE: I I 
~ I 1 

}'V\ 1,J ,J,7 t ~ M ex1l:o oAJ Re- i=- y,~ j d Yc.?aYh.s , 

''I'M GOING TO HA VE THE TIME OF MY LIFE LOVN YOU TO DEATH!" 

~ "I'M LIVING UP TO HER LOW EXPECTATIONS BECAUSE HER LOW 
EXPECTATIONS ARE HIGH ENOUGH FOR ME!" 

( ) A- lV<! ha.rd' 1 euty Ta/ k ,411.il AJe,;eY fouc,~ 4./-i(fJJ. 

pt-u ( vu S'i ;,c e. we Sa; j :"!:.do 1 ' 7/ifH /i r<. so fi'la,,'( P,, -f< 
l( ' u ,1 -. 'rl ; + /f' 
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t) 

6 

(Holy Hilarity by Cal & Rose Samra) 

otted this si n at Christmastime at Women's 
ork Out World: 

"Merry Fitness- Happy New Rear!" 
p. 58 ~ -=:.... - r 

(Cowboy Poetry by Larry McWhorter) 

Drip Coffee 

On the day that I got married, 
A present I was given 

Which was supposed to update 
My archaic way of livin'. 

Now don't think me ungrateful, 
'Cause 111 tell you that I'm not, 
But I've always been suspicious 
Of the slow drip coffee pot. 

For you see I've never trusted 
Cuisine cooked with Franklin's find. 
My friends tell me that's silly, 

It's all just in my mind. 

But one thing's always bugged me 
And put my mind in doubt. 
A feller could just starve to death 
If a power pole goes out. 

Now it never has been said of me 
That I've treated things unfair 
And so one day it got its chance, 

My new coffee makin' ware. 

So I filled its little basket 
And poured in the water, too. 

Then set back and awaited 
This "Buck Rogers" style of brew. 

f-fea! ~ C ! u 6 
/t ~ efS t!1&vi/-0v 
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() 

The aroma it emitted 

Was a pleasant one I found. 
I caught myself relaxing 
To its steady dripping sound. 

7 

But something here just wasn't right, 

The familiar sounds I missed. 
The way it boiled o'er the spout 
And the friendly way it hissed. 

Then suddenly, it hit me, 
I jumped and turned it off! 
I know it's all just in my mind, 

But hear me 'fore you scoff. 

As I listened to its dripping, 
I chan ed my mind 'bout switchin' 
'Cause its sound was of the bathroom 
And not that of the kitchen. 

(Cowboy Poetry by Larry McWhorter) 

-1\l.\ w sure makes you appreciate those gentle horses. f 

~( L..Si..tting on something where you're afraid to even scratch your nose 

p. 114 

' 
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J....J 1)., .1. .1. u -y 

CUPCAKES 

For I am the Lord, your God, who takes hold of your 

right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you. 

[ SA l ·\ H ·:i l : l J 

I will never forget the sad image of myself standing in my 

kitchen, trying to frost cupcakes for Luke's class. I was try

ing so hard to be normal, to go on smoothly with the reg

ular duties of life. But suddenly it all seemed too much for 

me. I sat down and cried, still holding my frosting-covered 

spatula, shaking and broken. 

Right then, my friend Paige let herself in and entered 

my kitchen, somehow (thank You, God) knowing I needed 

her. She literally picked me up off the floor and helped me 

finish my frosting. She was the voice of God for me that 

day: "Fear not, I will help you." 

I still smile, and probably always will, every time I frost 

a cake. It always reminds me of how much God loves me, 

and how sweet life can be, even in the midst of pain. 

h a pp i l y ever after 193 


