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TEXT: 1:10-16

v.10 For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision.

v.11 Who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families,
teaching things which they should not for the sake of dishonest
gain.

v.12 A certain one of them, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are
always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons."

v.13 This testimony is true, for this cause be rebuking them severely,
in order that they may be sound in the faith,

v.1l4 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who
are turning themselves away from the truth.

v.15 A1l things are pure, to those who are pure; But to those who are
defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure, but both their mind and
their conscience are defiled.

v.16 They are confessing to know God, but by their deeds, they are
denying Him, being detestable and disobedient, and with reference
to every good work disapproved.
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INTRODUCTION:
ALM Wrmel‘we are pursuing helBsubie t of {growth toward godline & lle have
one woman manscrutinized the \RLOGCE in the YT ady. We 1n the process discerned

cu.mm.bd.mkhat one oves. from [I3ith & fruth tp godliTEss. [> Fardh — Foed - Frach

Wt In the second study we looked at the picture of -0d11ness

\lhat doe *‘_
Sel-w le E;MMW And now we come to the '(Perversion
Godliness

Guee Tﬂ“*f’i’n' in the remaining verses of this first chapter.

T Fugkley ————
Money Paul warns Timothy in a similar way in(1 T1m0th chapter 4:/ "But the
1

Tl h”"' Spirit explicitly is saying that in latter—times some will fall away
oS fr from the faith, paying attention to deceitfu] spirits and to teachings
£}aoJ of demons, by the hypocritical preaching of liars, seared in their own
Sevu;$l€ consciences with a red-hot branding iron."

3us+' In his second letter to Timothy,‘Z Timothy chapter 3; %e says, "But
Ho(ﬂ . mark this, there will be terrible tTimes in the last days. People will

Qelf- ds.  be Tovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive,
Qh disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, un-
spnq forgiving, slanderous, without self control, brutal, not Tovers of
PsﬂeL the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather

than lovers of God, havinﬁ a_form of godliness, but denying its power,
Have nothing to do with them. ey are the kind who worm their way
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into homes and gain control over weak-willed women who are loaded down
with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, always learning
but never able to acknowledge the truth."

v.10 @ hexe.ace many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers,
eaRecially. those of the circumcision. '

Back in our last study, the said 0 _the ~
n

worthy message which is in accordance with thHe—teecning, in order.
that he may be able both—to be exhorting in sound doctrine and to be
refuting those who are contradicting." And now, the apostle here gives

elreason+o itign V'to be clinging fto the message," and
why it is necessary |to be refuting]those who are contradicting.
The aeeasonl being W_ﬁﬂmm&ﬂm.w@ﬂ_u talk
especially those of the circuncision,"

uwf?l The apostle here is making ref Jewi who were

}c,lﬁ ™ %Eﬂﬂﬂﬂ_hﬂm the teaching of the apostle Paul and trying to add,
/(1_ -ey\('« ‘QW for the salvation of Gentiles. Tjifus.has already
51‘ \W"had an encounter with this situation at the J lem Council, and
1\0) 'l the council voted in favor of s i lone, and Titus
Q‘A\"’ was the test case on that occasion, as you remember.

W o o
)/{o These teachers are characterized in/ghree wavsi
They are rgbellious.meq.

Enpty falkers
Oeceivers
QThe that can be said about them is they a
X et 5¢ e They were neither submissive to the t,emh..us_uz_ﬁng_ﬁ_ggm
fﬂ b‘“l’s ultimate decision of the Jerusa il, and so the apostle has
Su av? -every right to call them\ They are not willing to b
obaé. e’ @e*subject to the rule of other Saul ok Sawuel

.fas @ The \second characteristic\is they are empty talkers. | —~ l
| Q Go “
Bke SCuse Frare

e

rebellious men.

ad lot o Stuflf Hhat dowiirl

This means thiey

o 1 ek
J peak words that are empty of purpose.

It earn
A,y}ﬁ% p They are able to talk a 153 and s.a¥ a_lot of nice thin%;,, but it is g 4
pgm’ empty of any value or empty of any truth. ere are lots of people PPPTC Y- o
bwl et 'HEe fﬁaf*ﬂ"o : '.:Jﬁc_: can n_issue and ney >

»fﬂ ’ﬁ"‘ e ristian Tife and experience. =
~ = 105!",
@They are cha thirdl : SO
that is, decei f themselves and their theological ¢ S S
; . o
Lvaly dh Mon can Get. fou oNly Gs Avouwd once
Eed 5 ICSSSPSS W— WSR-S Tmervesd Sy, Gt GOl To

ye possety pauw 16g uwas.
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and positions about Bib?ffiijtnuths; and also because of their
false teaching they are/deceiving others\ which is the tragedy '
of the whole thing. e B el theve (s Mo hell e
Lol it & ’ L_;Jn_' fis A\\;-.o-‘b‘:-r-—vf"’ f-_i.;d—\.lbcu'.-}-f-nfn
II Corinthians 11:13-15 "For such men are false apostles, deceitful
workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder,
for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is
not surprising then if his servants masquerade as servants
of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions
deserve."

)}dohn says in 1 Johng8 "If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us."

translates this verse: "For there a

re man especiall
m_ta,_mm*'

cause they are upsetting whole families,.
_qy should not for the sake of dishonest .

o he PLoCess—o rue godliness nas b described

L% .
false= or us as coming to faj i e lord Jesus Christ; and as we receive
divine truth, our Tives are chan to ipage of Christ. We
A|mt§become godly ones. " The whoTe i lse _teachers that are
e i h

man
<li| . And so, whereas
God does

GA\\“ n_our live r i d_the false teachers
9“.&-/\: dre sag ng that godlj result cer
45 - In one case the focus s Upon what God does and the
Q&ﬂuJﬁ“‘ ocus of the false teachers is upon what man does.
e e i
hﬂ’ The apostle makes it clear that action has to be taken. These false
E@:ﬁWMWMLMWW&
w é e silenced,
(;ol' »¢}f There are/;;; reasgnséwhy this must be done:

?a\'ﬁ’ ¥(1, They are upsetting whole families.

W .{@ things which they should not for the
Y sake of dishonest gain.
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}- pYa nd the things that they are teaching they are doing this for the
Gﬂl ' fw_r__%frﬂhm. Evidently, they were putting real pressure
e T0n_the people with requrd to-the.tithes and the giv: o OFFeFTng

ng offerings
b“-‘”j-? /1 S e funds could be used _for their own personal a vantage, Take Am-l-&wf
@w. : P o FFeving |
I tell you, the longer I am in the m1n1stry, the more nearly I am ﬁ
> ready to say that a man who h3 ) 0g.
M‘nm fﬁf _ _ D113 | opn--and that 1sm_
D) m Jinister.
gas 2603
) &,Hvﬁ“"’r You can tell the because tr

the result of Go

S work in our 1i and false godlin ss is
5 rue god11ness is 20 ard.

Truth builds & Unites “I-k hg...,/, Undt !

!,.Vw“ True godliness the God who so graci
Fils 1fe to su the needs. And false godliness is hoping to gain
1 m—sa vantage. )

9 P ,Jatterson points.out "Space scientists tell us that minute error in
*“0- ;ﬂngg;ngmailcaJ_;gj_ng fons for a moon shot can result in a total

allure of the rocket to hit the moop . A slightly altered doctrine
‘/,f”’r salvation can cause a person to miss heaven also."

t;$‘ Q
LA Phr e T
@0 bridle din.and then to_pu

1? that this was to be done 1n a proper way, in accordance with the
p1r"|t of the gospel."

\f\ \(ﬁ I believe in th% People's Tem?]é ?n San Francisco we have a great
illustration of What error wi 0 in that it uggg;_ﬂygﬂ;ggg;JQﬁ_

\) fami Much of

. It was teach1ng th1ngs wh1ch-he shou]d not for the sake 0
k\\m dishonest gain. 2¢,eu0,000 s Q Swiss bank

v.12f A certain one of 1:herni a Er‘thet of their own sa1d "Cretans
are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons."

The apostle quotes from one of theirégngﬁilgggnhgpg to verify the
fact that others 1like themselves recognized that the people on the
island of Crete were characterized by being liars. evil beasts and

lazy glutions..
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Patterson points-out "The dwellers of Crete had become notorious

for their la ' als. To demonstrate the depths to which these
people had tallen, Paul quotes a native of the island. The poet
quoted is Epi i , a 6th century B.C. resident of the island.

Paul also quoted from a learned philosopher at Athens, and on

other occasions demonstrated a great knowledge of the literary

accomplishments of the ancients. We are told that Paul received

his religious training at the feet of the famous Gamalie] in

Jerusa His kn i ture and gr_ﬁi osophy makes
1ghly probable that he also received training elsewhere, possibly

from the scholars at the University of Tarsys in his hometown. Paul

often used this traini i ist,

"Moo ext, he quotes Epimeni i

They are further s

aference to their brutishp

they are unemp

an understan

es _as saying that._Cretans are always
to be Yevil beasts'), evidently a
[fr-centeredness. Furthermore,

» %FQE§2§lliﬁis but for
nvolved, the Titeral Greek

emploved sfomachs 'Should not be overlooked. In
other wor e people of Crete had{not intention of working for
their _food. | If by trickery they could secure satisfaction for

’/,//”/ﬁ—ﬁﬁﬁF eér-expanding stomach, they would avoid work altogether.

bo*\"""‘é
) oo

wonders if this disease of laziness is not contagious when he ob-
serves the general lethargy of many Christians who desire the

e'blessings of the Lord without having to make a contribytion of time

and energy to the Lord's work." Pht, 3:.08- 18 “Fov 6’§-9

W nuhaihga+tuﬂuﬁn.h41inf1-;Vﬂﬁuﬂ Donse ﬂa.QnatumukaO?'Iﬁzﬁgz;uh41”;ztziﬂﬁitﬁ“z;h)

Guthrie points out "The apostle supports his argument by appealing i-4£B¢2ru4ﬂt.“

-
“to a venerated EEé;Qﬂ.QElIJﬁ-ﬂi.IhE_E%EEEﬂ_ﬁhﬂﬁﬁﬁlﬁr- The lines thecs o1
quoted are from Epimenides, a 6th centur ilosopher, who his oG 2

Dy

fellow countrymen had raised to mythical honors. HMany ancient

n’ 4-

writers, Aris » Cicero, mentiop him as prophef and the apostle 3["3'“""‘

therefore cites him By this well-known description. Being a well- A*unwve.
eo

known Cretan condemns _his own people, the apostle cannot be charged
with censoriousness for his exposures. That Cretans were notorious
for untruthfulness is strikingly confirmed by the Greek language

containing a word 'cre+iz® ' meaning 'to lie.' The accompanying
elements in their unenviable reputation give the measure of their

sensuousness. 'Evil ! represents a maliciousness akin to the
more savage anir lan, while 'slow bellies or idol gluttons'
escribes their uncontrolled greed. “The TﬁETﬂgTUﬂ'UT'SUtﬁ'E'[asﬁing

criticism of the Cretan character in this letter to Titus would seem

to rule out the idea that the letter was semi-official. The apostle

is about to urge Titus to take a strong hand with the unruly element

in the church and is first priming him on the well-known characteristics
of the people with whom he is dealing. This principle has constant
relevance for every minister of the gospel must, of necessity, be
cognizant with the character of his people, however distasteful the
facts may be."

e
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. c”ﬁéndr1ksen points out "The expression 'evil brutes' describes
LE‘U‘M the wwmﬁhe days of
PLLS l EpimenideS and of the days of Paul and Titus. They would push
/i) ¢ everyone out of the way in ordeffggﬁggig’%n_ggxgngngg for themselves.
,}o G .M? ~ Some see in thig descriptive epitaph an 1llusion to the mythical
ég{u Cretan minotaur who was half bull and half man, whom Minos hid
in the Cretan labyrinth where until Theseus slew this monster, he
evoured the Athenian youths and maidens sent as a tribute every
nine years. 'Bellies inactive' marks the Cretans as lazy gluttons,
ish and sensual i The Cretans then are untruthful,
. Now some writers consider the action
" in ng this stating verdict with respect to the
S&lF“Q»‘ . haracter of the Cretans as singularly untactful, a smear upon
e good name of the entire population. However, the character

?leﬂsuﬂ' l""m“ the Cretans displayed itself so clearly that confirmation of
the severe judgment comes from every direction and is not limited to
\_f,/”///////{: single century."
Barclay says "The Cretans were notorious
and traitors. Here precisely is the wo
and actually experiencing it, Paul does not say to Timedkes,”  Leave Trtys
them alone. They are bad and all men know it. Go and convert then.
There are few passages which so demonstrate the divine optimism of
the Christian missionary and evange11st who refuses to regara any
) man as hopeless.

It is the Christian conviction that there is no sin which is too
great for the grace of Jesus Christ to encounter and to conquer."

I

is_cause be rebuking them severely,
ip.oxder that they may be sound in the faith,
Paul makes reference to the statement that he has just quoted in v.12
and agrees with it by saying, "This testimony is true."

He then teI]s Titus what he needs to be doing. He has the command
to discipli It is the responsibility of the apostle Paul

l. To show them their selfishness

and the horrible deterioration that has taken place in their personal
lives, and to show them by his own personal Tife of truth and
service that discipline also brings real blessing.

. /izﬂmb“ What the apostle is say1ng is that tﬂﬁ-ﬁﬁﬂi¥iﬂﬁ of these rebellious
$) ‘ﬂﬁ hese_emp alke hese deceivers of the circumcision

M [, one nothing to. affe he.personal TTves OT These TTets 5 there
F;c‘} be something wrond wWith thei hing. Thi cads us—te—a
%’0’4 mnmnnlmmwmmmnw wi11 be affected b #—H"

,_ or dodline Fhe result 0 i




(The Best of Ann Landers: Her Favorite Letters of All Time by Ann Landers) New York, NY:
Fawcett Columbine. Copyright — The Eppie Co., Inc., 1996. 421 pp.

REF #

TEXT

y | TOPIC

Aging

230-09

Dear Ann Landers: I have never written to you before,
but I believe the following might interest you and your readers. I
found it in an old magazine. It was written by Rudy Joe Mano.

It Was Grandfather’s Birthday

It was Grandfather’s birthday. He was 79. He got up
early, shaved, showered, combed his hair and put on his Sunday
best so he would look nice when they came.

He skipped his daily walk to the town café where he had
coffee with his cronies. He wanted to be home when they came.

He put his porch chair on the sidewalk so he could get a
better view of the street when they drove up to help celebrate his
birthday.

At noon he got tired but decided to forgo his nap so he could
be there when they came. Most of the rest of the afternoon he
spent near the telephone so he could answer it when they called.

He has five married children, 13 grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren. One son and a daughter live within 10
miles of his place. They hadn’t visited him for a long time. But
today was his birthday and they were sure to come.

At suppertime he left the cake untouched so they could cut
it and have dessert with him.

After supper he sat on the porch waiting.

At 8:30, he went to his room to prepare for bed. Before
retiring he left a note on the door, which read, “Be sure to wake
me up when they come.”

It was Grandfather’s birthday. He was 79.

p. 322
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":%The absence ofl honestyiandi lovelanainard wWork g ps ope to examine
* a 5 _Deind _taudh The painfulpe B h i ik it gets
down to where we liye brings about a nge in o al

ives. [ believe the reason people respond so readily is that 1t
““makes them comfortable.

4iﬁ%u1 ese on the island of Crete to be rebuke with
this/purposeJjin mind: "in order sound 1n the faith."

Paul has already made reference to "Ii;ua__mx_ﬁ;ggﬁgﬂil% in a common
faith." And now here in the 13th verse it is 1s hope ha@ these

r4_._,-.n'(:r*etf:1n Christi , and
this would only be true as they are freeing themselves from the

z;error of the false teachers who are pressing them at this time.

|

g Woimpaying.atiention to Jewish myths and commandments. of men
whowake.turning themselves away from the trutbf

“' .+ The purpose behind Paul's command to Timothy to discipline them by

i
. r-'_\'

rebuking them severely is seen po

ively in v.13 "MELEDSL
thez ma¥ be sggEg in ;ng fﬁ];h,“ negati in v.14 so that
they Wi not be paying attention t |

B inour first study, we noted together that in the process of
godliness, a man comes to faith in Jesus Christ. He then comes

a knowledge of the truth, which does produce godliness in the
personal Tlife. e

The problem in Crete was they were listeni

istening.to teachers. of errog
who were WWM of the Word of God,
and as a result, their personal lives were disglazing it by an jF

absence of true

These men of er

' i Qaﬂiﬁh_mﬁ;ns and the_commandments
: 1ons_of men, rather than the exnortations, instructions,
and commandments of God T ———————
A :

T e e Rl

ure, to those who are pure; but to those who are
SRR NS U et TN 5 T e A T g e T S ! T R e g Tl = e
and_unbelieving nothing is pure, but both their mind
eir conscience are defiled.

Kent points out

. . .

"To




Mind + Camserones e
W #;5 A MAan

"e\m\““\ " n*_-é_ Heavt Se (s M-e.?

e gospel and the regeneration of the spirit can bring
such persons into real purity."

\’t "1; It was tho said, ~Blessed are the
EE”E in earti for they shall see God." "All things are pure to those
% who are pure.

h
¥ Here the apostle points out, that one of the things that happens when
a man becomes_a_Christian."Saiah 1:18 says, "Come thou, let us
reason together, saith the Lord. Though your sins be as scarlet,
L@M © they shall be as white as snow; though they be red 1ike crimson,
g%fz  they shall be as wool. " As a d b d

ﬂb{ “Christ, the to _this person.
¢ ?Lquf # and the conscience purified
» a different perspec% ive.

i3 wﬁb
/z//f/”’//len the verse we have the 1ittle word 'but' which forms the contrast
‘'to those who are characterized in tyo ways: Jhose who are defiled

@g 7 N@ and unbelieving; that is, without knowing Christ as Savior, nothing
Rx‘b@ﬂfc ::Iiﬁﬁ:
) comes something wh1ch 15 dir
sofe r selfis

1fe who is no ThG Wi od.

Personal relationshigs are defiled because of gr‘eedz resentment,

1 T i 0 Y, and strife,
= The godly man the enings of 1ife* from a por1t1ve persggg&ive
}Fg\\ bout good 1

rom the hand of a loving Go
TRE deTiled man forms a critical spirit anc tubborn and
TESeTe R TRy cones Toto 1 TS
ess than he deserves,.

'their mind and their

The emphasis in the-

scripture is upon byri

of Christ _13;[11.1;3_

Freaf C‘.onéua'\' I Cav. len$ Y Ph I 215"
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'JNLJHﬁIippians 4:8,9 "Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is

v

¥

noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,

whatever is admirable, if anything is excellent or praiseworthy,
think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received

or heard from me or seen in me, put it into practice and the God
of peace will be with you."

Not_onlyv.ds.the.mind defiled, but the conscience. alsq. The apostle
says 'Herein do I exercise myself to have always a conscience void
of offense toward God and toward man." g 2416

———

To the man who has a pure mind and a clear conscience all things are

: to _know God, but by their deeds, they a
being detestable and disobedient, and with.reference.
tomexery..good work disapproved.

Jesus has said, "B ip ." These that he
has been speaking in this section are confessing to know God. It is
awfully easy to confess wi : i i e
of God, that h But when you Took at their

1Ves, you see a real lngss. They are saying, "Yeah,
I know God." "Yes 1st." But b i seds , when you

examine the fruftage of their lives, you see 4 things Hescribed here
in this 16th verse:

l:low|;7 out o W Vo ton'th b2

. | )
eV deuees that Tawm 1 Ais Lord

SOb
~This is the message of James that "faith without works is dead."

Their personal lives are q;;ﬁggable; that is, wvi sive, ugly.

And on top of all of this, they are disobedjent to the tru
Word of God.

Getz points out in his book A Profile for a Christian Lifestyle:
"And what made this problem even worse, they had purposely mixed
truth with error in order to deceive more people. Thus Paul
wrote, 'They claimed to know God, but by their actions, they deny
Him.' How could any person lower himself to the place where he
used the name of God for purely selfish purposes. This these men
did. And when this happened, Paul showed Tittle mercy. This ex-
plains why he used certain words to describe them. They are
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detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good. In other
words, a gentle approach could only serve to further their own
selfish endeavors. There is onlv one way to reach men who deliberate
lie, who destroy people’s families without a twinge of copsclence
and wno rip people.off dn.the pame of God. ey must be directl
ofited with B o
JUT E

approach and, even more so, he wanted the body of Christ in Crete
delivered from their destructive influence." « :
Mattl 7: mavc-\wa(

"and with reference to every good work disapproved." ﬁsac‘”.
As i } i a
MJ' ving faith in their 1i i is disappr

| ‘fl‘s e is reminded of 1 Corinthians 9:27 where the apostle Paul

says, "I treat my body roughly and make it serve me, lest when I
have preached to others, I myself would be disapproved (or
ordered to stand aside and not be eligible for reward at the

for 1
.0|~ judgment seat of Christ.)"

When you hear these men speak, they are giving a [essage.that they
/ know God, but when you look at their 1 lives, you see that Garuey T‘-'i
) they are depying Him. They are dg;g;%%éie. They are disobedjent.
And as far as every good work is concerned, they are disapproved, e
What a tragedy when we can see in something like this a perversion CJ . /
of godliness. Men, who with their 1ips speak one thing, and with i

their lives 1ive something else.

— Bonesout
CONCLUSTON: Dobed.

. . ’(égal&tble
As we have discerned together how to recognize error from truth, (:23 . g
the apostle has described for us these men who are speaking error €3?“‘

are E%EEIIiﬁuﬁ-mﬁﬂa empty ta s and deceivers. They are
ho“;s upsetting whole families an teaﬁhing things which_can make for
A-& s“ @_ﬂ a it for themselves. ey are like the
- retans who are 1]

sel? liaxs, evil beasts, and lazy gluttons. They are

Lﬂb"\ those who are turnin mselves away fro
result, turning themselves away
They are those who conf k y their deeds they are

denyipg Him. By their deeds, they are detestable. And by their
deeds, they are manifesting disobedience and there is no good work

which is approved.
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What are some of the lessons that we learn out of this particular
study?

LESS{) Those ching error use a lot _of words buf.
say little.
LESSON Those w '
ei

r ministry must be scrutinized with suspicion.

LEssor Fal i i 's human_effort
W

ereas, true godliness is the result of God's work in our

l11ves,

LESSON(£;> The decis ion-to-turn—away—Fremthe truth produces the
ugly Tives 1n this passage,

LESSONS;) The goal of ever ' '
mind and a CTear conscience,

LESSON Watch the person who_confesses to know God, but whose
T1te cannot bear close scrutiny.

L(.’s:s:)»@ Counid |Jl_ b(i {—E\df" "!’@Q ﬁ”?-gevte,e oF h_cm—@i:ﬂ?
Lave + ‘V\Dxcl Werk Ave Lo ecnld ©F —[-uﬁnwml

A-ww-'l q:rcnm '%LQ 4T(AL?




(31 Days of Praise: Enjoying God Anew by Ruth Myers) Sisters, Oregon:

Questar.

Interpersonal e
\ Father, I thank You for the people in my life who seem to bring more
pain than joy, for I believe You have let our paths cross for important

L ——

Marriage

Copyright - Warren and Ruth Myers, 1994. 160 pp.

reasons. Thank You for the good things You want to do in my life through
the things that bother me (their irritating habits? their moodiness? their
unloving ways? their demands? their insensitivity? their unrealistic
expectations?). I'm grateful that You are with me, to meet my needs when
others--even those close to me--fail to do so. I'm so glad that You are also
within me, working to make me more like Jesus--more patient, more gentle,
more loving--through the very things I dislike.

Thank You too that You love these people, and that Your love is
adequate to meet their deep needs and to transform their lives, however
willful or unwise they may sometimes be. Thank You that You care for them
deeply, and that each of them has the potential of being a vast reservoir from
which You could receive eternal pleasure. And so, though I may not feel
grateful, I give thanks for them by faith, trusting Your goodness, Your
wisdom, Your power, and Your love for them as well as for me.

And I praise You that I need not fret about these people, or be envious,
or mull over angry thoughts to prove I'm right. Thank You that by Your
power I can receive them as You receive me: just as I am, warts and wrinkles
and hangups and all . . . that I can choose not to judge them, but to forgive
them . . . to cancel any debts I feel they owe me--any apologies, any
obligations . . . that through Your grace, I can choose to wipe clean any slate
of grievances I have within me and to view these people with a heart that
says, "You no longer owe me a thing." Thank You for Your Spirit who
empowers me, so that I can do them good, delight in You, and commit my
way to You, resting in You as You unfold Your good purposes in these
relationships--in Your time.
pp. 88-89
(99-A-8)

Thank You, Lord, for each specific strong point and admirable quality in
my life partner.* Thank You for bringing us together, and for the way Your
love sweetens our earthly love! I bless You, Lord, for the many benefits You
have given me through this dear one.

Here are some special reasons I want to thank You for this relationship:

Yet, Lord, I praise You that You far surpass even the best person in my
life. You are distinguished above all, "the most winsome of all beings"
(Tozer). You are my share in life, my reward, my inheritance.

Who can compare with You? You are my perfect Life Partner, my
dearest, most-delightful Loved One, my always-present Companion. You are
the strength of my life, and my portion forever. Only my relationship with
You is sure to be lifelong and more, with never a goodbye!

Thank You that "You are so vastly wonderful, so utterly and completely
delightful, that You can meet and overflow the deepest demands of my total
nature, mysterious and deep as that nature 1s" (Tozer).



(31 Days of Prayer: Moving God’s Mighty Hand by Warren & Ruth Myers) Sisters, OR:
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Commitment
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Lord, I submit myself to You, presenting life and my
desires as a living sacrifice. I acknowledge You as Lord of my
desires, my plans, my successes and failures, my place in the
world, my friendships, my popularity. You are Lord of my
present and future relationships, health, money, possessions, and
human approval. How good it is to yield to You, knowing that
You withhold no good thing from your obedient children who trust
You and call on You.

I choose to give up all right to myself, take up my cross day
by day, and follow You. Give me power to resist the devil. Give
me grace not to let the world squeeze me into its mold—its desire
to indulge . . . its desire to possess . .. its desire to impress.
Instead, may Your Spirit remold my mind from within. I really
need this, Father, so that I can know You better, delight in You
more constantly, and experience Your good and perfect will for
me.

Show Your mighty power, Lord, by keeping me following
You closely. Do the same for my Christian friends and family
members, especially the young ones. Deliver us from sin and
from Satan. Do this especially for those who right now are toying
with temptation or giving in to sin.

p. 59




COUNTRY ONE-LINERS

¥ “THE WORST YOU EVER GAME ME WAS THE BEST I EVER HAD.”

—

X “FLUSHED FROM THE BATHROOM OF YOUR HEART.”
e

¥ “DON'T CRY DOWN MY BACK, BABY, YOU MIGHT RUST MY SPURS”
r___-_._.-l--

%‘ “SHE STEPPED ON MY HEART, AND STOMPED THAT SUCKER FLAT.”
e

** “WHEN THE PHONE DON'T RING, YOU'LL KNOW IT'S ME.”
.—-——-'"'_--_—‘

r “IF YOU WANT TO KEEP THE BEER REAL COLD, PUT IT NEXT TO MY
EX-WIFE'S HEART.”

= | . , |
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——et

.- “WALK OUT BACKWARDS SO I'LL, THINK YOU'RE COMING IN.”
=

“MY WIFE RAN OFF WITH MY BEST FRIEND, AND I MISS HIM.”
i i {

/&’ T Kvnew X !fﬁlv\, Lu"’ ok pevey T{tow-ilﬂ' Ld FCLI( ’
L e
“TM JUST A BUG ON THE WINDSHIELD OF LIFE.”

RV He's watkmq 1 My Avacks, bud he cant £ my S hoec ! *

__ “OUR LOVE IS LIKE A FAR-AWAY RADIO STATION, FADING IN AND
XS FADING OUT”

—

‘“TM JUST A DANGLING PARTICIPLE IN THE COMPOUND SENTENCE
OF LOVE”

A I ln.'n'h? i Mexsico o Ke-Fried c]veams I
-‘TM GOING TO HAVE THE TIME OF MY LIFE LOV'N YOU TO DEATHY

¥ "I'M LIVING UP TO HER LOW EXPECTATIONS BECAUSE HER LOW
EXPECTATIONS ARE HIGH ENOUGH FOR ME!"
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(Holy Hilarity by Cal & Rose Samra)

{fvg@mmnasmwed this sign at Christmastime at Women's
ork Out World:
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(Cowboy Poetry by Larry McWhorter)

Drip Coffee

On the day that I got married,
A present I was given

Which was supposed to update
My archaic way of livin'.

Now don’t think me ungrateful,
‘Cause I'll tell you that I'm not,
But I've always been suspicious
Of the slow drip coffee pot.

For you see I've never trusted
Cuisine cooked with Franklin’s find.
My friends tell me that’s silly,

It’s all just in my mind.

But one thing’s always bugged me
And put my mind in doubt.

A feller could just starve to death
If a power pole goes out.

Now it never has been said of me
That I've treated things unfair
And so one day it got its chance,
My new coffee makin’ ware.

So I filled its little basket

And poured in the water, too.
Then set back and awaited

This “Buck Rogers” style of brew.



X

The aroma it emitted

Was a pleasant one I found.
I caught myself relaxing

To its steady dripping sound.

But something here just wasn’t right,
The familiar sounds I missed.

The way it boiled o’er the spout

And the friendly way it hissed.

Then suddenly, it hit me,

I jumped and turned it off!

I know it’s all just in my mind,
But hear me ‘fore you scoff.

As I listened to its dripping,

—

A\

I changed my mind ‘bout switchin’
‘Cause its sound was of the bathroom I

And not that of the kitchen.

20 4

PP. Froo—=

(Cowboy Poetry by Larry McWhorter)

/

p. 114

i

(Sitting on something where you're afraid to even scratch your nose
 sure makes you appreciate those gentle horses.
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CUPCAKES

For I am the Lord, your God, who takes hold of your
rz'g/ﬁt hand and says to you, Do not ﬁ’ar; [ will /Je’lp you.

|3 o L e TR
H e T - 5 R

QR
[ will never forget the sad image of myself standing in my
kitchen, trying to frost cupcakes for Luke’s class. I was try-
ing so hard to be normal, to go on smoothly with the reg-
ular duties of life. But suddenly it all seemed too much for
me. I sat down and cried, still holding my frosting-covered
spatula, shaking and broken.

Right then, my friend Paige let herself in and entered
my kitchen, somehow (thank You, God) knowing I needed
her. She literally picked me up off the floor and helped me
finish my frosting. She was the voice of God for me that
day: “Fear not, I will help you.”

[ still smile, and probably always will, every time I frost
a cake. It always reminds me of how much God loves me,

and how sweet life can be, even in the midst of pain.

happily ever after 193




