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TEXT

v. 5 For this reason I Teft you in Crete, in order that you might set

in order the things which remain and appoint elders in every

city as I direct you.
v. 6 If a certain man is above reproach, the husband of one wife, having
B children who are believers, not accused of dissipation or rebellion.
v. 7 For the overseer must be above reproach as God's superintendent;

’//,ff”l hq not self-willed (stubborn), not quick-tempered, not addicted to
v \ wine, not pugnacious, not fond of dishonest gain.
.\—0 P‘* . 8 But hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, holy, dis-

ciplined (self-controlled).

. 9 Clinging to the trustworthy message, which is in accordance with
the teaching, in order that he may be able both to be exhorting
in sound doctrine and to be refuting those who are contradicting.

eY
ex INTRODUCTION: CJ@A{ nesSS 1S A Pm(f_flg // J-‘Z’Z“&’-‘- 1&! e
No Insdant Rfswh‘:s /{ i — —=0
Paul in writing this 1little epistle is talking about g
) 532;1252% In our first study we noted the process of go
rom th in the Lord Jesus Christ, to a knowledge

is ait T -{.fa- =
~ which is according to go The Erocessi thep, is from faith, to g~
\ s .or " trugh, to godliness. From faith, to , Lo ruit

A= MNow the question arises: th; does godliness Jook like in a human
s X N 3 rum ? f | | \ "
peett instrument? R Gl s b dsmpne dhe prey;

Y L’ Ly J / I |

The apostle in these next verses gives us g'full-ﬂescﬁﬁgtionfaf'tﬁé '

et 4(' ?R%ﬂ B,  Godlimess — Way WERFT AS A Fesy |4—ok s wdg

AT 2:2 lhat are thE qualifications for sETritual leadership? The apostle A
f{(‘?r f,’]%,/ S this 1n the verses under consideration. A on( \3{3(.;_ on L,

(4 o 1

U]“G’ e~ Iv, 5 1 Ear this r i i i
,/”/f A . . y . ; .
L;.- % The apostle has just finished in verse 4, telling us that the letter is ;
Vo \ written to9T1tus, his true child in a common faith. qfa--‘f-g ."' S0 SEEg
.‘.-i’ \ \ f,-' W ul and Titus i i S o the a St]e

Ao felt it the lord's will ﬁ eave Titus ther e care WO _very

' important proj The | was to set in order the things whic

r'ema'l'n; anE éecondul to appoint elders in every city.
) QO e,ﬂ_g..‘ {5 -l»‘rulmlj ‘Ln LZlet' Sdmc«unn(z Cf(:b(frt !Uc:"'l'

E;{E‘Sc, G{uql biee foe ?TQCLU,_?J " "‘éﬂ weg é‘:{f‘l'él@ie_ LUL.@
“I‘G’.\{C ‘l‘imt "_@ \OC e -l-}?-/oewcr.—-i &y A da.ﬁ( LGS{S r—_—



5-2919
Bt-_nrz.bo;-ﬁ 3
. LY
Jesuas Christ ‘s OQun S.n,u:orz.. NOwW .
WL-L M oF Cuz ttals A,

Sorzriws | wWe MNever ¢ MA-R‘:NQ&- \-‘JLM‘L‘ B

Qaum—(i.&_. < Lloot LCrrmml w=hac TnJesus

Thaok G o -"—\ﬂ_‘ﬁ‘u Loz "‘S"\.Dui'f'uﬂ A —Hm_u:m_\

A Sﬁ‘\u-ﬁr’\r‘-od . W P u\C'..L\... -C-QYE. @P ?_MZMC\

s %".L::l.‘ES -COF'_ s A-_:-i(__o_ MAAL‘“.Q\ Ao

cantEAs oF 3o o f2eak Y ou¢ come Allus,
Ql'wﬂ.;\ PO Wips il i POON « 3 Qura‘_se_lues?

Aunzing de cun Rbl=s mone -:: onrs =acle
d..m.\' g ot 2 ':g—l-m.;ﬂﬂ Anazlag YsivuGod.
duinecks ourthaushds avd pRiorities Whew
we lek e and ‘euen w\\g_w we. aRe.

—-Hm.\tua\ kmncﬁ_:)_;le b Rk Bin,,

owz dAriaisdno Ns Quiks UnnQua .
ex.¢l ‘Tuﬁ! Ou*.’t..%.ﬁ‘/\:l:s Al {N‘lm_tms ARE
wie u\m P:LLJ.JQ-\\S :

Loy= L{‘A\.‘.

=
M
e, N\n...\ Godle L. b iou . Yo us Anvd

w:a:\_ ‘:A.u‘fi'ﬁ\-hn_e_m_maﬁg_ AucQ Lt de do
A o

‘leuonusjuiun si uoneyo Jjadoid JnoYIM [elslewW Jo asn Auy ‘e1ngle Aj@1einooe o) Jnoiyip aAosd Aew jey) seouslalal UIBlJUOD O] S8)0U 84njo8| JO ainjeu ay) si |
"asn Jie} JO Wieas sy} uiyym apisal Ajejnanued suoiejony “Alljige 1no Jo 1saq ay) 01 palpalo Ajgjeudoldde usaq aABY UYoIyMm JO |8 ‘S801nos JO A1SLIBA B WOJ) [Bls)eLl

paziiewwns pue paselydeled ‘pajonb a)elodiooul s8j0u 81no8| S Joyine ay | "SaL]sSIul) uosiapuy uog Aq seoinosay Buiyoes | oiqig Aq /10Z ® 1ybuAdon



A

Here in this fjf;n Mgﬁﬁﬁ Paul reminds Titus of his
Crete by telling us the two things which he shoul
consider these together”for Jjust a moment.

""1-"tha1: you might set in order the things which remain’

— P

i{l Thessalonians 3:10-13 "Night and day we pray most earnestly that we
may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. Now
may our God and Father Himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way
for us to come to you. May the Lord make your Tove increase and
overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does
for you. May He strengthen your hearts so that you will be
blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our
Lord Jesus comes with all His holy ones."

el
Evident1y;'fﬁéﬁé*w§smst1I]ﬂmuchgggggnin that needed to be done and some

basic or anizationa}ﬂﬁtfucturg for_the-churches that were being formed
thereven-the-1stand of crete.

Evidently, the apostle Paul had some definite guidelines for these small
bodies of believers in the yarjous cities to be self-sustaining. And

during the time of formation, he had some of his professional leadership
on location. =

. Thart of the work of Titus was to"appoint elders in every city

as direct youi“

Paul in 1 Timothy 3: describes the overseer,or the elder, and the deacon

for TimoIRV™

The Tist in _d...,r.,r.\’_il Timothy 3: and %PELWWM
then others are different so at you come up with approximately 20
Uatiticati Tor the Teadership in tne local i 'E'“HOH 0 T

qualitications r eadersnip 1n congrega ellevers.

I Timothy 3:1-7 "Trustworthy is the saying, Whoever is aspiring to the
office of an overseer, or elder, is desiring a good work.

v. 2 It is necessary, therefore, that the overseer be above
\)@X \ reproach (give no grounds for accusation), one wife's husband,
ok temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, skillful
o _ - s
[N Q{ in teaching;

v. 3 Not addicted to wine (a drunkard), not a bully (fist fighting),

> but gentle (kind), peaceable, not loving money(greedy);
v. 4 Presiding over his own house in a beautiful manner, keeping

&ﬁ# X’his children under control with true dignity;
v. 5 For if a man does not know how to preside over his own house,

how shall he take care of God's assembly?

-lﬁ ¢"v. 6 Not a new convert, lest having his mind blinded by pride, he
S 9 fall under similar judgment as the devil.

E§ﬁ v. 7 Moreover, it is a necessity for him also to be having a good

testimony from those on the outside in order that he might not fall

into disgrace and into the trap of the devil.
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<hayving.children.who are believers..not.accused of dissipation

Lr.kebellion..
There arelfour charac;enjg;jg;lgf the god]z man_that we want to con-
sider in this verse, _
Getz points out: " i Look for men with thé qiftA
pastor-teach r the gift of administration/or the
e gift of (exhortation.) act there is very 11
0 any(ab1l1Ly or sl :il;p “Rather;-out of the 20 qualifications 1ist
9 have to do with/a man' eputations ; 1¢s, morality,
piritual-and gsxcng1ggjgg| maturity;
do with his abi ity to lead his own ?am11y."

habits,-ane
and the other one has to

nsideration of these qualifications_one at a

Let us now pur

o / f
v Geals v the o]y
¥ Rbove reproach - This word is also repeated in verse 7 = T —oF
and also occurs in the list in 1 Timo Y. H‘;w W & é;'%:‘.u_.«--%

Getz points out "Man of God has a good reputation. This quality jg 10 loole AL
listed in both the Tetter to Timothy, chapter 3:Z2, and the one to W wovice 5 G
Titus, chapter 1:6,7. In fact, Paul mentions it twice in his letter
to Titus. As Paul wrote these letters, he was probably using this
characteristic as an overarchin . It was his propesition, his —————————g=-q
summary idea, as it were, for all the qualities he was about to 1ist.

This quality, as listed by Paul in this correspondence, is not a new

idea in the New Testament. In fact, when the church

organizational problem in Jerusalem,
men of good i : :

£ ) d Slamy - B (]
({‘_c_f_s__—_—g'—)-_i‘ Mez(s on L heels.
Getz in his book The Measure of a Man points up a discussion that was
held with several businessmeq. And the question was raised: MWhat

words would you u des al stian man with a good reputation?
, ollowing as 1scussion:




8. He sure is a

9. He ke i

10.

11. : ’

12, 2 YAl g

13, Nt Je :

14. on't take advantage of you.

15. He 1s g%.tgg_ggﬂgr;unisz__

16. He doe use people for his own ends.
17. He Kno

18. He pTans ahead.
19, He %E“Eﬁou‘ﬁf?ul and cordial.

20. He is Tair,

21. He is a good steward of time and talent.
22. He do ose his cool.

23. He 7s consistent.

24. He recognizes and respects authority.
25. He ﬁEﬁgs in iherg and _perseveres.

26. He admits when he is wr

27. He Ts teacEEE!E:

28. He doesn't have a martyr complex.

29. He is an honest pers
30, You know what he is thinking, but he is discretionary to whom

he says wha

Getz says "It's rather interesting that this Tist of comments that grew
out of a brainstorming situation is in many ways remarkably similar to
the 1ist of qualifications that Paul listed in 1 Timothy 3: and Titus 1:."

The Amplified and Phillips translate this first characteristic as "un=

uestioned in d S—
The second is "the husband of one wife."

He is to be the husband of only one wife--or as the Greek text expresses
it, he is to be a one-woman man.
e

Getz, in speaking on this particular characteristic, says, "How does a
Christian, particularly a married Christian with a family, develop a
good reputation? Paul zeroes in on two foundational characteristics,
the first is to be a husband of one wife. There is considerable dis-
cussion among evangelical Christians as to what Paul meant by this
qualification. Actually, the original language in its most general
meaning simply refers to a one-woman man. There is a certain grammatical
ambiguity that must be interpreted contextually. Personally, I believe
Paul is saying that a man who serves as an elder in a church must be
sexually related to_only one woman. Since it was relatively common for
men in the first century world to have more than one woman in their
lives beside their legal wives, Paul had to deal with this issue
specifically. Though this kind of lifestyle is also reflective of the
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20th century world, it was an even more open and accepted practice
in the first century. Married men often visited and supporied temple

prostitutes on a regular basis, as well as us1nq slave QIElS to
satisfy their sexual desires. Paul, then, is dea11ng w1th moral

urity. If married, a man who aspires to leader
must be loyal to ﬁiE:Ei’e. having no _other woman for his sexual interests,"

"Having children who are believers"

Getz points out "Paul viewed the well-ordered home as a true test

of man's maturity and ability to Tead other Christians, especially

a home that has passed the test of time. en the whole household

is committed to Jesus i and the wife is dedicated to her husb

and grown children particularly respect and love their father, there
*5 is strong evidence that this man is spiritually and psychologically
)

mature. He will certainly be able to manage the church of God.

R

Qf) $h°‘ "One word of caution: The fact that some grown children go astray from
God's will does not always mean a man has not been a good father. The
\“ S home is not an island. The 's influences are sometimes felt no
’( matter how effective the Christian environment in the home. Further-
more, once children leave home, Satan can sometimes gain access in
ways that do not necessarily reflect on parental effectiveness. So
be careful. Paul is establishing a general principle. A well-ordered
) household usually reflects maturity in parents. But a black sheep in
a family is not always a disqualifying factor by which we may
determine that a Christian will not make a good sp1r1tua1 1eader in

the church." ) }—M Qb /m% ”f‘
"not accused of dissipation or rebellion" ’ZM

The elder is to have children who are believers and, negatively, they

are not open to accusation of dissipation or rebe]11on

1 Timothy 3:4,5 "Presiding over his own house in a beautiful manner,
keeping his children under control with true dignity; for if
a man does not know how to preside over his own house, how

| ///, shall he take care of God's assembly?"
L
6 trans]ates this "not open_to i ing Toose
& Y ~Torals and conduct, o translates
\‘QPﬂ 1kely to be accygg of loose living or Taw reaking."
.

o Wi F 0 Ne _QVersee abQ 1.3 od' nerintendent;
D. AL o] f-wil]ed mmm smpered. not _addicted. to
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Paul begins the 7th verse by stating the reasons for ion
on the family in verse 6: "Because the oyverseer must be above reproach
as God's superintendent,”

"not self-willed (stubborn)"

n speaking on this says, "The apostle Peter defines this kind
person very graphically in his second epistle 2 Peter 2:10. Wover-
bearing people are those who follow the corrupt desire oT their sinful
natures and despise authority.// They are bold and arrogant or self-
willed, as the basic word is translated in the New American Standard
Bible. An overbearing Christian is a person who is a law unto himse

He almost always 1S OWn way.
He is a]wizg r%ﬁﬁﬁ. He 15 ﬁji §wn auiﬁority It is easy to see why
——
1s kind of person should not be appointed to spiritual leadership

in the church. Just as this kind of man as husband and/or father
destroys his own wife and children, so he can very easily destroy the
family of God. A1l it takes 1is one person with this characteristic
to generate disunity in the body of Jesus Christ."

Have you ever met a person who always has to have his own way, whether
it is a family matter, a church matter, or a bu51ness ‘matter? This
kind of person is seldom w11]1ng to give up his own desires for the
sake of the group. And when he does succumb, he does so grudgingly.
"Okay," he says. "Bug,iili_natdthe_best_uayﬂxg_ﬂg_iLL*Qr_jhe best
place to go, or the best idea." Thayer describes this characteristic
as self-pleasing and arrogant. In short, a self-willed man builds

the world around himself. He is self-centered and wants to do as he
pleases. A man who is not self-willed is not stubborn, translates
WiTlliams. But there are ways to be self-willed. Yes, as a Christian
that are far less glaring and flagrant, but it's sinful behavior just
the same and certainly a mark of immaturity, both spirituall and
psychologically. For example, Jim has a wife and four children. Talk
to them and he will tell you he is a self-willed man. Sure, he is a
Christian and he even gets his family to church every Sunday and on
time and he has family devotions at least every other day and he tries
to be a good provider, but his wife and children will tell you he runs
his house Tike a dictator--at least he thinks he does. He makes all
the decisions. “They have very little choice or say about anything.
Buf of course, they have all discovered ways to circumvent him when he
is gone in order to do their own thing. Or take Sam, he's on the
church board, supposedly to be an elder. Ninety percent of the time
he's the only one against an idea. He always votes no if the others
vote yes. And the other 10% of -the-time that he is in agreement is
when he initiated the idea. And then there is Jack, He works in ‘the
Tocal factory His nickname, behind his back, is Wr Arrogant. He
thinks he is never wrong, says his fellow employees. And he will
never admit he has made a mistake, reports his boss. Even when every-
body else knows he has, and most tragic of course, he tries to share
his faith."



(Authentic Faith: The Power of a Fire-Tested Life by Gary Thomas) Grand Rapids, MI:

Zondervan. Copyright — Gary L. Thomas, 2002.

| TOPIC

REF #

| TEXT

J Responsibility

Selfishness

\rTransformation

Servant

701-01

701-02

701-03

701-04

In late August 1992, Hurricane Andrew ripped through
southern Florida, leveling many homes and buildings that had
stood in its path. In the quiet aftermath, a young mother stepped
out onto her porch to survey the damage with her little six-year-
old boy named Timmy. The young woman looked at the
community that used to be, amazed at the rubble that had
replaced so many homes, and then she began to wonder, What
could be going through the mind of this young child, seeing such
severe destruction?

Timmy saw his mother looking down at him, and he got
nervous, so before she could ask him, he piped up and said, “I
didn’t do it!”

p. 18

Many years ago, The New Yorker ran a cartoon in which a smiling
woman was jabbering nonstop to a glum-faced companion. The
smiling woman finally says, “Well, that’s enough about me. Now
let’s talk about you. What do you think about me?”

p. 20

Augustine captured the spirit of Paul when he wrote that “God
fashions us, that is, forms and creates us anew, not as men—for
he has done that already—Dbut as good men, which His grace is
now doing, that we may be a new creation in Christ Jesus.”? In
other words, when God’s Spirit transforms us and re-creates us,
he does so with a view toward making us less selfish and more
inclined to serve others—that is, to make us good. He doesn’t
just save us, but intends to change us. What else is the meaning
of Paul’s words, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for
us to do” (Ephesians 2:10, emphasis added).

2. Augustine, “Enchiridion,” chap. 31, in St. Augustine: On the Holy Trinity, Docirinal
Treatises, Moral Treatises, vol. 3, A Select Library of the Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian
Church, ed. Philip Schaff (1887; reprint, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998), 248, emphasis added.

p. 24

Spiritual health—in Paul’'s mind, at least—is marked by a
vibrant, others-centered compassion and concern. Far from
simply absorbing blessings, we are called to lavish God’s love on
others.

p. 30
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*3 John 9,10 "I wrote to the church but Diotrephes, who Toves to be
irst, will have nothing to do with us. So if I come, I will
call attention to what he is doing: gossiping maliciously
about us, not satisfied with that, he refuses to welcome the
brothers. He also stops those who want to do so and puts
them out of the church."

"not guick-temgered"

Getz points out "Anger is sinful when it rises too soon. This is
the concept inherent in Paul's statement in Titus 1:7. A Christian
is not to be quick- d, to allow himself to become suddenly *

upset and disturbed. This kind of man flies off the handle. He LQCG%J—” § &
7S not in control of his own spirit. He is e_a%-mlgd_and b ONEPHAUE
is quick to retali . Anger is also sinful™when it is prolonged. f A

. g . f wan
Following Paul's instructions to be angry, and yet do not sin, he =
added, Do no n upon your anger and do not give P(01 qel

_ the devil an o ty. Sinful anger is a_bro e Vewt:

- § anger. It continues to smolder and seek revenge. It is characterized
[ by bitterness. d"Tause:

VAN It is subjeCtive an S a man to lose perspective.
Ca"'yné It Carries a grudge, looking for an opportunity to get even. TEis

T LAk s kind of anger leads a man to pay back evil for evil. sinful anger
' W% is also man centered. It tak& the law into it's own hands. It

00 ° ‘tries to play God. It is revengeful and impatient. It is a selfish

personal reaction. This kind of anger, says James, does not achieve
the righteousness of God."

ﬁé{ﬁames 1:19 "My dear brothers, take note of this. Everyone should be
' quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry."

(]Hﬁtsburger in his book The Freedom of Forgiveness or Seventy Times
Seven says "Look out for the half hour before meals, breakfast, lunch,
dinner. They are the most critical periods when hunger and low blood

sugar make the nervous system at its most senstive point and people

are more likely to become angry. The littlest things can set us off.
Perhaps because they happen so often and become the last straw; or

1ike the mosquito, they possess an irritation all out of proportion.

But who of us needs to be convinced that an uncontrolled temper is

both undesirable and irrational. It's frightening when a man's emotions
mob up and run riot with his reason. Violence and anger in the throat
is the death rattle of reason in the mind."

Qur anger may arise son. When a man is wron
and won't admit it, invari ts angry. 1f

& Tacks in_sense. Gandi had a motto on his wall: "When
0 ou can afford to keep your temper. When you

are in the wrong, you can't afford to Jlose it.

R i
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Wisdom is always on the side of se]f-control. This should be obvious
0 us 1n the fact that we never get angry just once. It's always

wice, Once at the other person, and Tater, as we come to our senses,
at Eﬁfbe]ygs,

ood definition of is "a method of punishi
" ourselves f i

@ "not addicted to wine"

Paul also uses this phrase in 1 Timotﬂy 333

J*_Ephesians 5:18 "Do not get drunk on wine, which Teads to debauchery.
Instead, be filled with the spirit."

The apostle recognizes the subtle way in which a man becomes a slave

to drink, and so he qualifies the elders at this point by saying they
e not addicted to wine.

"not pugnacious"

Getz points out "Note that Paul uses this word in both his Tetter to

{
Timothy and the one to Titus (1 Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7). And in both }\uﬁ .W;cﬁw?
. b

instances it follows the phrase "not addicted To wine." The
person who loses control

connection, of course, jis clear.

senses because of to h wi ose control of his
)- anger. Many a brawl has_come out of a barroom scene where people have

had too much to_drink. Why would Paul have to refer to such an ob-

' vious characteristic? Wouldn't any thinking Eerson know_that physical
i&;\ L{ . Vviolence is out of charac Wl ristian behavior? The same
Mwhn question could be asked about being a husband of one wife. Isn't it

obvious thaf living with more than one woman 1S a violation of God's
plan for marriage?"
"not fond of dishonest gain"

In the Tetter to Timothy he calls this "not loving money (greedy)"

bereft of the true thinking that godliness is a way of gain.
%* But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought
o

j&fﬂh I Timothy 6:5-10 "Constant irritation of men corrupted in mind, and
h&y nothing into the world, so that as a result we can take nothing

'gl \0 out of it. And having food and clothing, with these we shall
{0 (&i 3 be content. But those who are desiring to be rich, fall into
\}} temptation and a snare, and many useless and harmful desires

which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For a root of all

the evils is the love of money; which certain ones in reaching

g“yk\ for it have been led astray from the faith and pierced them-
selves with many sorrows."

The seriousness of this matter can be seen in the way that Rnanjg;

(j\) w*“

. and Sapphira are judged so severely because of their greed and mis-
) resentation in this area of their Tives. It is res ibilitjes
as ministe feed the flock, .
2 o . - | f j
9 e ) ! | A ! |
eharl _ 2 4 u‘——(} id “1, -

e
e A \ ‘--l__\\
I YW X *, \ vl \\
V.3 =~ | A~ ‘\’3{"_'."} I',n .
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This verse begins with the word which forms a contrast to the
previous verse. In verse 7 Paul has been speéaking from a ngﬁﬁiiie
%EI!$:EEZEE§E§ and in verse 8 he speaks on the itive side of

e ledger as he continues his of qualitications for leadership
and eviden Tness.

'hosp‘i table"
Getz points out "Hospitality is not a new concegt. It is not even
4 distinctive to Christianity. as been a part of Oriental cuTtTure
i and i

Q>/ (a long time, even considered a sacred responsibility. The Greeks
@

considered hospitality @ religious duty, and of course God gave
Bng WV specific instructions to the children of Israel--so specific no man
Wrék

@ could plead ignorance. "When a stranger resides wi ou_in your lan
you shall not do him wrong. ranger who resides with you shall
P‘ BU as the native among you andm“
b4 errill Unger reminds us that even today among the Arabs we can see a
reflection of this ancient custom. A traveler may sit at the door of
a perfect stranger and smoke a pipe until the master welcomes him with
an evening meal and then tarry a limited number of days without in-

quiry as to his purposes, and depart with a simple 'God be with you'
) as his only compensation."

St. Francis of Assisi put well in his classic prayer: r'ﬁ&‘_mm
W:EEg_%Eggggmgn;_gf_xQHLJuﬁug; llhere there is hatred, Tet me so love;
re there is_injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where .
> espair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there
Ny ;;E;?Egﬂg§§:::EE:"Tﬂ5%ITFTﬁE_HEE'-?r_-'--"_TﬁEf'1'ﬁiﬁ7'ﬁ6T'EEFTﬁEEE'EEEk
jj]L - A 0 be consoled 0 ¢ e; to be understood, as to 5 L0

FX% , as to love. For it is 1 A at we receive; i1t 1s 1n
f A at we are pardoned; it is in dying that we are born to

ViA grevnaT Tite."
fjrﬁﬁfﬂqﬂi ~% It is the lady in Shunem whom Elisha encounters in _2 Kings chapter 4
il who is given to the gift of hospitality, She provides mealsin the
,,f’ beginning when ETisha stops by on the way back to Samaria or on the
! way to Carmel. And then she takes out a_home-improvement loan and
o has a_prophet's chamber built so that Elisha can also spen e night.
Qk?i?- . Countless are the numbers of God's children who have been given to

hospitality, who can care for the physical well-being of his children
as they travel from place to place.

Romans 12:13 "Share with God's people who are in need, practice
hospitality."



Thinking even in our prayer life,
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"]ov‘ing what is_good"
This_is Toving good(peopleJand good (Ehings .7

. "sensible"

Getz points out "Perhaps the best contextual commentary on what Paul
had in mind is found in Romans 12:3 'For through the grace given to
me I say to every man anong you not to think more highly of himself
than he ought to think. But to think so as to have sound judgment,
that is, to think soberly, sensibly or prudently, as God has allotted
to each man a measure of faith.' Paul's thrust in this passage is to
instruct Christians to have a Eroger view of themselveg in relationship
to God and other Christians. Evident Y, there were believers 1n Rome,
as there were 1n 0r1ntﬁ, who had an overly exalted view of their
posit,___F_ion in_the bod,x.h_&of hrist. S_m._n.u_d.mm_teluh.ey_\eue%m'_s
special gift to the church. Consequently, Paul had to exhort them to
pe~devoted to one another in brotherly love and to give preference

to one another in honor, rather than putting each other down. HMore
than any other characteristic of maturity, Paul relates this concept
specifically and deliberately to all members of the body of Christ.
Within a span of 5 verses in Titus 2: he exhorts older men to be

prudent, or sensible, older women to teach younger women to be prudent,
and younger men likewise were to be prudent."

Paul never got over God's grace in calling him and redeeming him, even
when he was going about persecuting other Christians. How could he think
more highly of himself than he ought to think? A prudent man is taught
by that grace. "For," said Paul, "the grace of God has a r
bringing salvation t instructing us to deny ungodlines
ridy desires, and to 1ive sensibl rudently), righteous d
Tesent age. +1ew od's grace sends a

n
€0 his knees in_humble and prayerful adoration and then enables that

0 rise leye] of righteous and godly Tiving. And speaking
ot pr

ayer, it is only the prudent man who can pray right. Peter exhorts,

"Be of sound j ent, or be prudent, and sober spirit for the purpose
ofPrayer." An attitude of pride leads to bad judqment and Tmmature

=

James 3:13-18 "Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show

it by his good 1ife, by deeds done in the humility that comes from
wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in
your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such wisdom
does not come down from heaven, but is earthly, unspiritual, of
the devil. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there
you find disorder and every evil practice. But the wisdom that
comes from heaven is first of all pure, then peace-loving, con-
siderate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial, and
sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of
righteousness."
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@ lljust"
————

Getz points out "A just man, then, as Paul uses the word in Titus 1:8,

%2TQﬂﬁ_HhQ_EQﬂ_mﬂkﬁ_ﬂﬁlurﬂ_ludﬂmenxs. He has_a mature viewpoint, on
ife and its_many variables and circumstances: He is a man of wisdom
and understanding.,

roverbs 1:1-6 "The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel,
for attaining wisdom and discipline; for understanding words of
insight; for acquiring a disciplined and prudent 1ife, doing

: _ what is right and just and fair; for giving prudence to the

1,807 simple, knowledge and discretion to the young. Let the wise

o W listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get

\ & guidance, for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings

3 and riddles of the wise."

In the 0ld Testament Solomon, of course, stands out as one of the
biﬁ wisest men who ever lived. When God asked him w e

\* humbly prayed for an unders Judge thy people to discern
e ween goo and evil.' God was pleased with Solomon's sincere an

prayer. Consequently, God granted his request. 'Behold,'
aid the Lord, 'I have given you a wise and discerning hearf‘?ﬂf?ﬁh
ere has been no one [1ke you before you, nor shall one 1ike you

n olomon amaze 1S people anﬂ E”E nations ﬂﬁ””

om an 1S Justice,.,

"ho] y (or devout)"

2 Corinthians 7:1 "Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved,
: let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
Q&{ spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."
o periecting notiness 1

S t

%

%ﬂzuxf X Godliness will reflect itself in a holy walk.
g

etz points out that when "Paul talks about a man who is devout, he
(% is therefore speaking of an attitude of hol
worked out in human behavior. 1s not imputed holiness,
progressive holiness. 1t is that quality that shows that a believer
47(%? is in the process of becoming like Jesus Christ in his daily 1ife and
YV behavior. The apostle Paul's own lifestyle also illustrates what he
meant when he listed 'devout' as a mark of Christian maturity. When
writing his first letter to the Thessalonian Christians, in which he
reflected upon his own behavior among these people, he had this to
say: 'You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly
and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers.' Here again is
practical holiness. It was observable behavior. The Thessalonians

were a witness to Paul's god1¥ lifestyle and so was God. And as
with Christ's example, several words are used to describe this lifestyle.



i} Bis

"We also lived uprightly, reflected Paul. That is, we lived according

to God's norm, his law. And we lived blamelessly, that is, above
reproach. Together the words devoutly, uprightly and blamelessly
form a powerful Christian witness, spoke of a Tife that reflected
the holiness and righteousness of Jesus Christ; and no one who knew
the facts first-hand could deny it. This is why Paul could write to
the Corinthians and say, 'Be imitators of me, just as I also am of
Christ.'"

@ "disciplined (self-controlled)"

Paul tells the Com‘ntmhat he treats-his body roughly and makes
it serve hi <;n wriiﬁ' g-to the éai# e Says Eﬁa% the fruit_
OT the spirit ir self-control, y e

Getz points out "Self-control is an important mark of maturity i
Christian's 1ife, and one that Paul was uniquely concerned ab
especially in h1s letter to Titus.
to emphasize gnificance of thi
Fistia What is se]f—contro !
e 3,2 person who is 1n control of hi
spiritual Faculties -
' 190ns _to-eonvey the meaning of the original Gree
word are sens1ble, sober, and of a sound m1nd Putt1ng 1t another
way, @ sle—,q J z a shl

quality in the lives of
ow 1S 1t defined =1u11ca

The heights

x’&-ﬁut they,while their companions slept,were toiling upward in the nilhi."

sﬁ‘*

ggg_gijnxu:;in his book The Freedom to Fail points out that "flabby over-
d Christians betray an apparent inability to control their appetites.
Food should be selected, not so much by habit or accident, but with an
eye to its true nutritional value. A daily regime of vigorous play,
setting up exercises, running, 1ifting weights, or slightly less
strenuous activity should be made a part of our daily schedule.
Exercising the body produces a more tranquil nature, less sickness,
less irritation, sounder sleep at night, a clearer mind, a more willing
body, better health, and above all, a more effective instrument for

the 1iving God. We cannot be free or real if our bodies, the temples
of the Holy Spirit, have been allowed to deteriorate and become
dissipated monuments to our lack of self-discipline."

ilver, sex and steaks
1§ 8 d service.
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v.9 inginglto the {Orthy message vhich i in accordance with
g | The—=teathing n order that he mav be able both tog bhe exho NG
in_sound do ne _and to be ref na those who are cantradicting

He is to be a
2

Timothy 4:2+«}"Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season.

Correct, rebuke and encourage with great patience and careful
instruction.

v. 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound
doctrine; instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching
ears want to hear.

v. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn
aside to myths.

v. 5 But you keep your head in all situations. Endure hardship;
do the work of an evangelist; discharge all the duties of your
ministry."

Patterson points out "The importance of this last exhortation in v. 9
could scarcely be overestimated. The preacher and every other believer
should hold firmly to those teachings of the faithful word. This is
one of the most picturesque words in Titus. It comes from two words

" Apte " meaninglagainst’and " @XW " meaningto have Thus
literally, it means "to have against." In college days I remember
watching two male social clubs engaged in a tug-of-war over a huge
puddle of waist-deep fresh mud. That particular Tocation was chosen

so that the losing team would not be difficult to identify when the
tug-of-war was over. Well, one group prevailed and the other group
felt worse then Namaan emerging for the 6th time from the muddy waters
of the Jordan. The group that prevailed avoided a muddy bath because
they had held the rope even against great odds. That is a little
picture that is painted by this word. No matter what the obstacles

may be, and no matter who tries to take away the heart of the saving
gospel, the Christian is to hold on firmly to the teachings of the
faithful Word. What are these teachings? They are God's revelation

as recorded in the scriptures.”

T _ e clinging to the trustworthy message.

t 1s expressed in the two-fold purpose:
"In order that he may be able both"

-+~ 1. to be exhorting in sound doctrine
= 2. t0 be refuting those who are contradicting

Getz points out "A man who is able to teach not only is self-controlled
and convinced that the word of God is true, but he also understands

the scriptures sufficiently to be able to exhort in sound doctrine

and to refutethose who contradict. We cannot communicate without
knowledge. Thus Paul wrote to Timothy, 'And the things which you

have heard from me in the present of many witnesses, these entrust

to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.' As maturing




(Every Body Matters: Strengthening Your Body to Strengthen Your Soul by Gary Thomas)
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright— Gary Thomas, 2011.

[ ™oPIC | REF# | TEXT
/

Discipline 852-01 But Mark’s discipline on the bike hasn’t cured his
propensity toward overeating or eating the wrong kinds of foods,
and that concerns him. It also concerns him that this is a battle
he rarely hears addressed from the pulpit. He says, “We’ve been
taught in the evangelical tradition about adultery and lying and
stealing and coveting; about lust and alcoholism and smoking and
drug abuse. But many evangelical pastors who preach against
these things are visibly overweight or obese. I don’t say this to
judge them—I struggle with the same thing. But sometimes I
wonder. Sure, they may have conquered the online porn, but it
seems like they're ‘medicating’ with food; I get that, because I do
the same thing.”

p. 23



(Every Body Matters: Strengthening Your Body to Strengthen Your Soul by Gary Thomas)
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright— Gary Thomas, 2011.

[TOPIC REF# | TEXT

|

wiscipline 852-02 If we haven’t taken care of our house, our bodies, our finances,
our relationships, our souls, the neglect will eventually become
apparent. Proverbs talks about fields, but you could apply this to
just about any aspect of human existence:

I went past the field of a sluggard,

past the vineyard of someone who has no sense;
thorns had come up everywhere,

the ground was covered with weeds,

and the stone wall was in ruins.
I applied my heart to what I observed

and learned a lesson from what I saw:
A little sleep, a little slumber,

a little folding of the hands to rest—
and poverty will come on you like a thief

and scarcity like an armed man.

Proverbs 24:30-34

Today’s version might read as follows:

\ I went past the body of a sluggard,
; past the body of someone who has no sense.

His cholesterol was killing him from within;
his high blood pressure was a tinderbox
waiting to explode.

His breath was labored,
and he could barely move
without breaking into a sweat.

He said he had no time to exercise
or to prepare healthier meals,

but he lost hours going to the doctor
and much money buying medicines
to treat the symptoms rather than attack
the disease.

I applied my heart to what I observed
and learned a lesson from what I saw:

A little sleep, a little softness,
a life of overindulgence—

and 11l health will come on you like a thief
and frailty like an armed man.

pp. 42-3
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"Christians then, we must constant]y be in the process of learning more.
of God's word and understapnding.dt. 'Be dﬂ]]ggﬂ ,' said Paul, 'to
pre ent yourself approved to God, as a workman who is not to be =

dmed, handling accuratel e viord of truth. us, a man who
abTe to teach must be possessed with three Significant qualities:

; First, he must be ch ! iritual and emotional
Fal’as : : : : y

,ﬁ(ﬁ; LU“* N - maturity, andle himself in threatening s1tuat1on§.
| \ ¢ah e must have a firm _conviction that the word of God is true.

_*JQ)NV

B \C‘(- He must hings suffici to be able to
\\1 J each all_men,
o \

EL.a’ b, F3rq 7:10

¢
bgll‘v Paul, in these verses then, lays down the clear and unmistakable guide-
¢ Tines for leadership in the local church:

1. He must be one against whom no one can bring a charge that
would stand in court.

) .

3. He must have children who are self-controlled, obedient
believers.

He must be a one-woman man.

4. He must not be one who pleases only himself.

5. He nust not be one who is characterized by being under the
influence of angry passions or who flares up easily in anger.

6. He must be one who is neither addicted to wine nor drunken.

7. He must be one who is not quick to use his fists to strike
people in a dispute.

8. He should not be sordidly greedy of monetary gain.

9. He should be hospitable, being thoughtful of visitors.
10. He should Tove that which is intrinsically good.

11. He should have a sound, healthy, and stable mind.

12. He should be one who lives within the human Taw.
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13. He should be one who lives with the divine reveal law -
the Bible.

14, He should be one who at all times has his entire person,
spirit, soul and body in control.

15. He should be constantly, through reading and studying it,
clinging to the word of God and never departing one bit
from it, that he might be able by means of it to deal
with believer and unbeliever alike.

Getz in his book The Measure of a Man says "Titus forms a powerful
profile for testing a Christian's maturity level. The following is
a combined list of these spiritual qualifications:

Above reproach

Husband of one wife
Temperament, < )¢ Cantro |

Prudent

Respectable

Hospitable

AbTe to teach

Not given to wine

Not self-willed

10. Not quick tempered

11. Not pugnacious

12. Uncontentious

13. Gentle

14, Free from the Tove of money

15. One who manages his own household well
16. A good reputation with those outside the church
17. Love what is good

18. Just

19. Devout

20. Not a new convert

OO~~~ WM
- . - . - - - - -

"Paul got beyond generalizations to these specific characteristics that
are marks of a man of God. Here is a person who has become a man of God
through a process of spiritual growth and development over a period of
time. He has Tlearned to reflect Jesus Christ in his total lifestyle."



LG

CONCLUSION:

In these verses we have the picture of godliness.

p—

In our first study we saw the process of ﬂod!iness is by coming to

faith_jn the Lord Jesus Christ an e taking 1n and building a

knowledge of the truth. This in turn produces godliness in the life.
Lt _—#

What we have had in the picture described for us in this section, as
well as in the 1 Timothy™ 3: passage, is the picture of godliness in
the Tife of a man who has learned to walk with God.

_ Perhaps i i If there are
MewCt~  Perhaps vou look at this list and you are overwhelmed,

Io %_}ywﬁe_s_mmmas it would be good for you to

iﬁ consider whether or not you have ever come to know Jesus

zﬁéﬁ’,,,f’Christ in a personal way. If there are glimmers of these things in
o your Tife and the Spirit of God is producing them to a greater and

- greater degree, then we can thank God for the progress that is made
and "forgetting those thi i i .
thin in_front. press_toward Z{? qu(a”
igh calling of God in Christ Jesus."
J = ‘Jb@_.ffe;,‘ SAQ!“!’S
When a study like this Eriggg_gnnxig;igﬂ_ﬁs we take a spiritual in- s
_ ventory, it is good for us to recognize Where we fail and
) attern our aVe i :
VETSes..
—

Too oftentimes we spend our time concentrating on ministerial qualifi-

cations and what Paul wants in his leaders is $en who have learned to

%?gigggith_ﬁnd. For men who have learned to walk w1 od are going to
ear fruit in the lives of others. And the message will go through

that kind of vessel unhindered. And so the apostle in these verses has
emphasized a personal godly walk.

QUY‘SHW\(}( '-i(—[\.g P{ULDl OF (J)Q@J ‘-l'ﬁ l-\l-u C()@Y*({‘—U
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H.Jc - K- waj ul'm Q\mqumc’ ‘
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(Collected Verse of Edgar A. Guest by Edgar A. Guest) Chicago, IL: Contemporary Books, Inc.
Copyright - Contemporary Books, Inc., 1934. 937 pp.

1TOPIC | REF# | TEXT
f )
Aging 052-16 Looking Back

I might have been rich if I'd wanted the gold

instead of the friendships I've made.
® I might have had fame if I'd sought for renown

in the hours when I purposely played.

Now I'm standing to-day on the far edge of
life, and I'm just looking backward to see

What I've done with the years and the days that
were mine, and all that has happened to me.

I haven'’t built much of a fortune to leave to
those who shall carry my name,
And nothing I've done shall entitle me now to
a place on the tablets of fame.
But I've loved the great sky and its spaces of
blue; I've lived with the birds and the trees;
I've turned from the splendor of silver and gold
to share in such pleasures as these.

) ‘ T've given my time to the children who came;
i together we've romped and we've played,
And I wouldn’t exchange the glad hours spent
with them for the money that I might have made.
I chose to be known and be loved by the few
and was deaf to the plaudits of men;
And I'd make the same choice should the chance
come to me to live my life over again.

I've lived with my friends and I've shared in
their joys, known sorrow with all of its tears;
I have harvested much from my acres of life,
though some say I've squandered my years.
For much that is fine has been mine to enjoy,
and I think I have lived to my best,
And I have no regret, as I'm nearing the end,
for the gold that I might have possessed.
pp. 335-6



(Every Body Matters: Strengthening Your Body to Strengthen Your Soul by Gary Thomas)
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright— Gary Thomas, 2011.

REF #

TEXT

| "OPIC
)

Servant

jeipline

852-03

852-04

You know why I don’t climb mountains, even though part
of me thinks scaling Everest would be the experience of a
lifetime? You know why I'm careful when I drive? It’s because
there are four faces always before me who really do depend on
me—financially, relationally, and otherwise (my wife and three
children). There is now a church community in Houston, Texas,
that has made a major investment in my ministry and cares
about whether I'm available to serve them. There are churches
around the world contacting me after reading a book and asking
me to speak. Ican't serve them without taking care of myself
physically.

I only have one body and one life. By God’s design, that life
may end before I ever complete this book. But I don’t want
selfishness to steal a single minute away from those I love or from
those I'm called to serve.

God has given us his word and a direct command: We are
not our own. We were bought at a price. Therefore we must
honor God with our bodies.

p. 50

Could it be that learning to live with hunger had
strengthened certain spiritual muscles related to patience? At
least that is what Runner’s World contributing editor Kristin
Armstrong found: “As we run we train our bodies, minds, and
spirits, and our fitness levels in each category rise accordingly.”®

In the end, I found that physical fitness offered to God,
surrendered to God, pursued in cooperation with God has
enormous spiritual, emotional, and physical benefits. It is not an
easy battle, but I have found it to be one well worth fighting—
even though I know it is a battle I will fight, with varying degrees
of success, for the rest of my life.

6. Kristin Armstrong, forward to Running—The Sacred Art: Preparing to
Practice, by Warren A. Kay (Woodstock, Vt.: SkyLight Paths, 2007), xi.
pp- 62-63



