Study #1

GROWTH TOWARD GODLINESS

TITUS

INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND TO THE BOOK:

Patterson in his book Living in Hope of Eternal Life points out "Qur

i i jtus. The brief picture which we view o
Titus in the New Testament is a ha one. His name_ is mentioned 13 times
in the New Testament. Because of %Ew relatively brief mention, he
has not been given the consideration which he deserves. Titus

a Greek who, according to Paul, was a convert of his. His importance
éégdzgidear[y church can be assessed 1N at 1east two respects:

Paul took him to the Jerusalem _Conference, according to
() (164\ J& alatians 2:1-3. Hendricksen has suggested that Ijtus

v%?re%ﬂmd_as_a_;ﬁt_%g to prove to the conference
at Gentiles could be heirs of salvation without sub-

@ Gaﬂu mitting to Jewish circumcision.
( 2.) Evidently, Titus was so effective ip his ministry that
d him. When

Paul developed great confidence in ere vias
trouble 1in the church at Corinth, Titus was the apostolic

idz messenger to the church. So_effective was Titus.af

rea When the

" <§E%j;ff/ Corinth that he was able to gccomn" sh._that which the
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ghurches on the Isle of Crete suffered from doctrinal

imppurity and mora /» once again Titus was com-
misioned to rectify the situation.

Indeed an interesting relationship seems to suggest itself in the New
Testament. Whereas Paul was actuall r i i

son in » he was evidently conscious that this young_man Titus
reall ossessed greater abilit ermination. This 1s not meéan

to underestimate the character or service of Timothy. It is rather to

affirm that Titus was a young man, not only of great tact, but also of
unyieldi etermination.

SCrogaile c ontrast | 1motny ang .‘.::[f.‘_; e Wi to \col
both were , both were gifted, both were intimate and appreciated
by Paul, both were sent on delicate and difficult missiqps:g%iﬁﬁfﬁi:ip
Eéhesﬁs and Titus to Corinth and Crete, Both were written to by Paul

end Dot suTTVETIE. T to(GqURGRRR) Linathy yastali-le: 1T

Gentile; Titus was a pure Gentile. Timothy was circumcised, Litus.vas
not. In several of his Tetters Mmﬁh himself
in the address, but never Titus. Limothy 1s prominent in the Acts, but

Titus i ed. Timothy was nervous and retiri in disposition,

ut Titus was of stronger and sterner qua ity. Their gifts were diver Pdu’

and in consequence, SO were their operations." nggV’
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THE DATE FOR THE WRITING:

Waite points out "Since“E Timothy and written first, with
only a short interval between them and II T1mothy was written from
the second Roman imprisonment just before Paul's death, it would be

most logical to conclude with Lenski that Titus was written about,
the fall.of 63 A.D,

Gaebelein points out that "Titus, to whom this epistle is addressed,

J;%E_2f%EE2EJE%?!EﬁiJlﬁ-thﬁ-ﬁQQSIlg' We have little know]edge of h1m
om the epistle to the Galatians we kno

Barnabas in rney to Jer to attend the council in which
the question of the relation of believing Gentiles to the law was
decided. In the second epistle to the Corinthians we Tearn that Paul
sent_him to Corinth to gather the collection, and that he discharged
the duty in a zealous way: 'Thanks be to God, who put the same earnest

care into the heart of Titus for you, for indeed he accepted the

exhortation, but being more forward of his own accord, he went unto you.'

Paul also stated in the II Corinthian epistle that he had no rest when
he did not find Titus. But when he came, Paul was greatly comforted.
"Nevertheless, God who comforteth those who are cast down, comforted us
by the coming of Titus." The epistle shows that he was in the island
of Crete. Paul visited this island in company with Titus, Teaving him
there. Titus probably did not stay long in Crete, for Paul asked that
he would meet him in Nicopolis. This is all that can be said of the
person of Titus. The contents of this epistle are of the same nature
as the epistles to Timothy, though the departure from the faith, so
prominent in the epistles to Timothy is less promiment in this epistle.
That the truth must be after or according to godliness is especially

emphasized. The truth must be manifested in a_godly walk."

I pafd his visit to-Jerusalem to a church which Suspecte
im and which was prepared to mistrust and to dislike him, it was T1tus
hom he took with him, along w1th Barn.bas It was said of )

“any k ;;if':) T tus was T1ke that.
1tus was by nis side. Titus was the man for

a tou Si nment

hen

Lane
Survivo?

Nhen the trouble at Corinth was at 1ts peak, 1t was #Gomj

1tus who was sent to Corinth with one of the severest letters that Paul pavy Seal

,ever wrote. Titus clearly had the strenﬁth of mind and the toughness of ——
//’,f,,/// i enab]-d him to face and to handle a 1cU .
IQ ¢sigH There are two kinds of people. ere are_the people-wir-camrake a bad b&c(—b B

_.situation worse, and there are the people who can bring orde
J peaceé out 0T s 1tus was the man to sen e ce
WIETe theve Was trouble. Titus had a gift for i o i

- uIt was Titus whom Paul chose to grganize the.collection for the poor

O rd exs Chaos

members of the church at Jerusalem. It is clear that Titus had no great
gift of speech, but Titus was the man for practical administration. The
church ought to thank God for the people to whom we turn whenever we want

a job well done."



Paul gives to Ti

THEME AND OUTLINE:

Hayes points out "The theme whicn is basic to the synthetic inter-

pretation of Titus is'‘good works. The words ‘good works' appear
six times in the epistle, while 'works' appears two more times. An
esting sidelight to Biblical study 1S to ROTICE how often in

The outline for the series of studies that we are about to undertake
we have called "Growth Toward Godliness:"
s e T N e

Study #1 - The Process of Godliness 1:1

Study #2 - The Picture of Godliness 1:5

) /(/Y\“A Study #3 - The Perversion of Godliness 1:10-16
e _ \b
(o

-4
-9
Study #4 - The Parish and Godliness 2:1-10
Study #5 - The Platform of Godliness 2:11-15
Study #6 - The Path of Godliness 3:1-7
X " Study #7 - The Proof of Godliness 3:8-11
Q"g ¢ “. Study #8 - The Partners of Godliness 3:12-15
M
i w\\\f"’

v .
U @a‘& STUDY NUMBER ONE - The Process of Godliness 1:1-4

TEXT:

v. 1 Paul, a bondslave of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the
faith of God's chosen-out ones and a knowledge of truth which is
according to godliness.

v. 2 In the hope of Tife eternal, which God, who cannot 1ie, promised
long ages ago.

1.%9* v. 3 But in his own seasons He made known His Word in a proclamation  +his line
K (with which I was entrusted in accordance with the commandment of) lef+ outof

God our Saviour; study quide

v. 4 to Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour.



INTRODUCTION: v

Books ar i share the good news of the
spel, but very Tittle is written on how to Decome godly once you

are part o 11y, —

God1 by o decteton, but by dafly disetolins el

Goa 1ness is the result of chan ou n

) a}}. ever-deepenin tio W1 esus Lhrist

k% Jgﬂ relationship_involve Wor

\\qugkf e Spirit of God, and also open and free communication
ro

ather.

\I}r God1iness does not come from sitting around sincerely waiting for

1 e newborn bab1es, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by : you
may grow up in your salvation; now that you have tasted that the
Lord is good."

<‘f SEiri;ug[izg_dggs_nQ; result from service, but rather through seekin?
0

Lane Adams in his book How Come It's Taking Me So Long to Get Better?
tells the story: "When growing up in southern Mississippi, I was the

') youngest of three boys. One was six years older than I and the other

- four years older. I still remember the discouragement I felt when I
realized there was no way for me to catch up to them in age. lle had
a practice in our home that was common to that day. My mom and dad
used to put a book on our heads in a certain doorjamb in the house,
measure our height and mark it on the doorjamb. In my eagerness to
see if I had grown, I would frequently return to the doorjamb and
remeasure myself. In those days I kept wondering, How come it's taking
me so long to get bigger? MNowadays I wonder, How come it's taking me
so long to get better?

Who can number the countless Christians who are frustrated beyond
description about their lack of progress in becoming more godly?
Frustrat1on upon frustration has been encountered by 5ggk;ng_§n_gg__

ome godly by 01n1n a by
Lklliﬁpn study, by becoming ivel n se , only to discover that
esu Someone has said, "

’D 01 k(cw" crucify ourselves between two th1eves-—one the r‘egrets for yesterday,
e u-t mﬁl-e ears OE Eomorrow Jre
LJJ Vi e

v L1 ltf),,ﬂ260k1n become discouraged. And looking.ahead,.uwe become
2 e e fngEEened bz our antiEiM
Y'ﬁ'd”- 7
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In these first four verses we are going to see liness.
————

e 1
: S r ich i
\O’lf*’
Vf\ e As is the usual custom, the wri i And then he
{? kel gives two characteristics. abg

Paul is certainly a giﬁjd illustration of a man who was totally oEEosed
to the gospel, althou eing very religious. 1S man came to know
JESEE EEEEEE in a personal way as a result of the Damascus Road

experience.

4 He descri imself in two ways:
- S@f%@ First, as g _bondslave of God.
é\f;%ﬂk And secondly, as an apostle of Jesus Christ,
Paul, when he %a_mﬁ.nwwn gave
up his rights to himself, and %iE?2%%x_gg5ixg_i;_;gJy;Jﬁxﬂjgélgxg;
BEFVing in EEEEEEEE Eaﬁ'ggitv the Father would have him serve.

A genuine bondslave is characterized by two things:
o Ubedience to his commands_
ized

- ~ z

e fact that he would make hi

¥

P45 ¥{§4H¢#§”“Pau1 a bondsla ist'. His ministry
v i 1s_to a_sent one of Jesus ist. He is a representative of Jesus
N fﬁ ‘ rist. He 1s not only a mini , but also_a missionary or messenger

. of Jesus Christ.
{nls’w - : —
Paul had a definite purpose for 1living and it is characterized in these
@h [mAﬂH1 two words. He is a bondslave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ.
2]

{?—ﬁa—ﬂﬂxﬁr in his book The Directory of the Devout Life says, "Do not

e content to drift through 1ife. Do not be satisfied to be a piece
of driftwood, swept to and fro by the ebb and flow of the stream. Do
not be a creature of circumstance because it is certain that if you
are not living with a divine purpose for God and eternity, you are

gr%i' certainly living for yourself, for your ease, for your indolent en-

joyment, or to get through the vears with as little fret and friction
as possible; which at the heart of it and in such a world as this,
so abject and needy, is undiluted selfishness. To have no purpose is
to have the worst purpose. To have no ambition is to be living for
self. To have no intention is to be drifting along the broad road in

) company with the many that go in thereat to their own destruction."
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';q:s}‘va _Paul_introduces himself
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a6y ~Which s accor
A Sq .’Li ] p——— — = ST
WZ 1 This.is-the key phrase in study #1. The key words in the remainder of
¥ Verse 1 arec
< _‘k_
%iu.w- Yy
Rodthess +
These i roces: i in_this firs
S

foundation of relati ip beqj
single condition of faith.

. Ai.dohn 1:12 "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become
) the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name."

)ﬁyEphesians 2:83,9 "For by grace are you saved, through faith; and that not
" of yourselves. It is a gift of God, not of works, lest any man

; ol should boast.,"
gb/ba e
aul_has given of himself sacrificially and as_a secyvant for the faith
4 G;F% of God's chosen-out ones.
auz_a-Phinpians 2:17,18 "But even if I am being poured out Tike a drink
9Q'Y{¢ offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I
:ﬁ am glad and rejoice with all of you, so you too should be glad
b-% and rejoice with me."

This is the faith of God's chosen-out ones.

j*iphesians 1:4 says "For he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he pre-

destined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ in
accordance with his pleasure and will."

llhen we recognize that because of God's e, He knows ahead
of time wha i i i . He, on the basis of that

Enow]edgei can _make a predetermination and e]ecﬁisﬁ; End so the agost[e
speaks of us as chosen-ou

ones.
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His message is to whosoever will.
are chosen in him before the found . And so he has
given himse o the task of evangelization. It's the task of building
up in the faith those who have come to know Jesus Christ as Savior.

\v2© T@xt phrase in verse 1 expresses the following thought: @fxb-’{’

7 € "and a knowledge of truth"
E’LL L '@ 2
.,-—:3\ ¥ /

é:—

Bqt those who re

t

the relationship with the Lord.
[ T L N Y T P G ey M s e N T

Dy 28255
an eepening o jﬂf
- 2se ey /
,3£¥' aﬁ*‘ The more I know his word the more I know him and what _he wants of me.
o

*t'? Corinthians 7:1 "Having, therefore, these promises, dearly beloved,
V- let us cleanse ourselves from a]] filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness and the fear of God."

4

\l If 1 wer i ignment to a ne liever, it would be to con-

“centrate on the two 'F S

, kﬁ)“ ié;i; aciOwsp it the Lathel SkifﬁiLi}ﬁf:fé’

Food from his table Strens i
Rt S TR e

This is the way to acquire a"knowledge of truthf’

‘!-Psa]m 1:1-3 "Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the
wicked or stand in the way of sinners, or sit in the seat of

ﬁhﬂﬁ%' @ mockers, but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his
\ s law he meditates day and night. He is 1like a tree planted by
Jev ) streams of water which yields its fruit in season and whose

" P;§'g ’ leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers."

ﬁoshua 1:8 "Do not let this book of the law depart from your mouth.
Meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and
successful."

(:::> The last phrase in verse 1 is 'which is according to godliness."
We__now have the brogress from faith to truth to godliness. This is
the process designed bg the Father to Eroauce godi1ness in _his children.

M Godliness is the result of growth in the truth.

)
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Thé:@éﬂjﬁﬁ;ﬁhin the epistle are: d1i » good works and deeds Gt - Ged ~EEI<
F fﬁeris g ire 1 S (e

The apostle is describing for us the Fa esire in each of us Sex-t Spageth
and wha hould go.og.dn 0 jyes _atter coming to_know C e

personally. = v
= (\LB Gde J
haewest

The revealing of our relationship to Christ is_a witness to the world.
. X Godliness does not_come by seryice, but_godliness provides the foundation
¥é~' or a witness,
-

Th th is f fai ' i
The_process, then is from faith to food to fruit.

How does a child of God
ionshi ike? How
entic acti

How then does one dliness?

? How does

see genu1ne god]iness?

The apostle has described the process right here in this first verse
of our study. -I—mem’ to a_knowledge of the truth,
to godliness. From faith to food to fruit,

‘ ) John 15:7,8 "If you remain in me, and my words remain in you, ask what-
ever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's
glory that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples."

v. 2 i 1, which God, who cannot Tie, promised
long ages_ago..

@ LLULD 00004 1 INeSS ditenthifuddafe, Al
i’ ng the hop for the future
FGV5 ST ocuses upon; which God, that is, this hope of eternal life,
W promised long ages ago, and he is one who cannot Tie. :Tﬁess,s"?-'#

\'\'P"k . . pLI L L:‘
What God has Bromsed he will faithfully fulfill. Nﬂ"‘ be Pr"lﬂ'*- -

Ll/'we have just been speaking of mg_wm%h_in the first verse. RU Th
%3(8 And now this promise which God has made is from God who_cannot lie. Gvah &ri
‘3\0\0. \—\-‘1 _*‘Number's 23:19 "God is not a man, that he should lie; nor a son of Neav'"3
< CI.E‘ :
2

X man that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not ttjﬁjf'
act? Does he promise and not fulfill?" W EndoF Const

Yot o
\\f@w
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‘m /’Qu;gu__hggg_jgllguﬁ_;n;akgh intake knowledge of truth,
,¢> 0 s towar e _hobe
"~ of life etecnal, which has been promised by God long ages ago, who
cannot 1je.
NS o 1 godliness now and glory later.

{"Philippians 1:6 "Being confident of this very thing, that he which
hath bequn a good work in you will continue to perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ."

)lr{ Samuel 15:29 "He who is the glory of Israel does not lie or change
his mind. For he is not a man that he should change his mind."

Jb-Hebrews 6:13-19 "When God made his promise to Abraham, since there
was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself,
Saying, I will surely bless you and give you many descendants.
And so, after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was
promised.

Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath
confirms what is said, and puts an end to all argument.
Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his
purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he
confirmed it with an oath;

God did this, so that by two unchangeable things, in which

it is impossible for God to Tie, we who have fled to take
hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged;

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure,
it enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain."

¥ 3 in_his own sea i i i
i;;;] : : ; : -
Lod our Saviour. .
cts 1:6,7 "So when they met together they asked him, 'Lord, are you
at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?' He said
to them, 'It is not for you to know the times or dates the
Father has set by his own authority.'

J i i ly ministry, was often aware of the fact that

his hour had not yet come. And then prior to the Cross experience,

he speaks the phrase, "M; hour has come."

Galatians 4:4,5 "But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth his son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem

them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption
of sons."
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Paul says _in his own seasons, at his own time, he made known his word.

ﬁ—f Timothy 3:16,17 "All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness,
so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work."

1&-2 Peter 1:19-21 "And we have the word of the prophets made more cer-
tain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts. Above all, vou must understand that
no prophecy of scripture came about by the prophet's own inter-
pretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit."

We have romise in verse 2 and a Eroclamatign in-verse—S-
1t was.a proclamation with which Paul was.entrusted, and it was in

accordance with the commandment of God our Savior.

“F_Z Timothy 2:15 "Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly handles the word of truth."

é!bEIatians 1:11,12 "I want you to know brothers, that the gospel I
preached is not something that man made up. I did not receive
it from any man, nor was I taught it. Rather, I received it
by revelation from Jesus Christ."

v. 4 To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from

God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour.

#ﬁ.EEE.iDIEQQHSEH.Iﬂ.IiIuﬁ. Paul characterizes him as his true child
a common_fajith
Jbne is reminded of g},w,&lg__ "1 appeal to you for my son
Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains.™
*Iitus had evidently come to know Jesus Christ through Paul's ministry.
nd-as a result of that faith, he was Paul's spiritual son.
\ME ggrﬁmguwm ﬂmmmmw
Ve~ i ;0T the pro scribed in verse 1 in the 1ife of Titus to know that

we WV Ne 1s the genuine article,

\ k.l‘i o s
Qﬁ?q: =S¥t
QNS

faith. Paul has already spoken of i
aith back in verse 1. It is for the faith of God's chosen-out ones
e 1s an apostle of Jesus Christ.
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Getz points out: "Titus is mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament in
11 verses of scripture, several of which tell us some very significant
things about this man. First, though he was evidently a voung man, he
was mature, psychologically as well as spiritually. This seems ob-
Vious because of the heavy responsibility with which Paul entrusted him.
More is said about Titus in his relationship with the Corinthians than

with any other group of believers, outside of the Cretans. In other
words, Paul allowed Titus to go to Corinth to minister to Christians
who were well known for their carnality. Titus demonstrated his maturity
when he was successful in helping them shed many aspects of worldliness.
It may be that Titus delivered Paul's first letter to the Corinthians,
a letter filled with very strong exhortations regarding their sinful
behavior. The most serious injunction called upon them to deal with
the man in the church who was 1iving in open and flagrant immorality.
This would be a very difficult task for anyone. But Titus succeeded,
not only as a messenger, but as Paul's direct representative in dealing
with sin. He faced the problem head-on, just as Paul would have done
himself. Second, a man with pure moti . Paul was very
conscientious about his own inner motives. He avoided any activity
that could be interpreted as exploitation of others. Consequently, he
would often bend over backwards to avoid any appearance of selfish be-
havior. At times he even gave up what was rightfully his to avoid
criticism. Titus was a man who thought and acted with the same spirit
as Paul and proved to be a great help to him. When Titus had completed
his task in Corinth, it was obvious that his motives and behavior were
above reproach. Thus Paul could say, "Did we (that is, Titus and I)
not act in the same spirit and follow the same course?" (2 Corinthians 12:18)
This is 1in obvious reference to the fact that Titus' behavior in Corinth
matched that of the apostle Paul himself. Third, Titus was a man with
compassion and concern for Paul paid tribute to this quality
in Titus when he wrote to the Corinthians, "I thank God, who put into
the heart of Titus the same concern I have for you." To be equated with
Paul in the area of concern and compassion is no doubt the highest
tribute any man could receive. Paul would never have made a public
statement of this nature had there been any question in his mind re-
garding Titus' character. Titus had his total confidence. Fourth, Titus
was a man who maintained a positive attitude, When Paul needed a man
To confront the Corinthians, Titus Vo]unfar1iy accepted the challenge.
Titus was. a self-starter and he thri L ] = He
did not run away from opportunities, difficult though they may have
been, to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. This he proved beyond the shadow
of a doubt when he accepted the challenge to visit the Corinthian church.
Anyone with lesser stature would have gladly given the opportunity to
someone else. Fifth, Titus stood firm for what was right. When Titus
arrived in Corinth, he faced a number of people who were highly critical
of Paul. They had judged him severely and falsely, questioning his
motives and classifying him as a weak person. it would have
for_Ti i i _in_their criticisms in order to be
accepted and to demonstrate his own strength. But not Titus.

e,
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"He interpreted Paul as he was--a man_of the highest motives and integrity,
Consequently, we can understand Paul's words in his second Tetter to the
Corinthians when he wrote, 'God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us

by the coming of Titus.'"

. . . : M
Paul wishes for Titus, his true son in a common faith,grace and peace from
0 ather an aviour.
 fraceand peace are neyer reversed. for g lian Iustexperience fod's grace
WWM@E- The soucce.of these gifts are

rom God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour.

Patterson points out: "Peace is a gift and an assurance that follows the
work of God's grace in the heart of any penitent, trusting individual.
These gifts of grace and peace come not from Paul. They are from God

the Father and Christ Jesus the Saviour. Let it never be forgotten that
no priest or any other human being can bestow these gifts. They are
uniquely the gifts of God."

Summarizing Titus' T1ife from the Biblical perspective, we can make the
following statements:

Titus was_conyerted by Paul, probablyv in Antioch. He was
a Greek on both sides of hisS Tamily.

(éb Paul took Titus, an ircurncised man, to be a test case
fo the Jerusalem Council in Acts chapter 15.
When Paul was at Ephesus, the Corinthians uraged him to come

over there, but Pa itus
carrie e first letter to the Corinthians,

Titus joined Paul in Macedonia and told him what had
happened at Corinth. en Paul sent Titus back to com-
DTete the work he had begun, sending with him Trophimus
and Tychicus.

(?;) After Paul's escape from prison the first time, while on a
missionary tour, he came to Crete, stopped awhile; then
finding great disorder, leaves Titus to Set things in order.

(Ei) Paul tells Titus to join him in Nicopolis for the winter
after a successovr comes. He will send Artemus or Tychicus
to take his place.

(:) Titus_is still in Crete when Paul sends the letter of Titu
by Zenas and Apollos and charges Titus in the Tetter to take
charge of the two men and help them on their way.
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Paul write imothy fro iS0 i
Dalmatia, which is not very far from Nicopolis, where he

had spent the winter with Paul.

—
These scriptures indicate Titus' jati . He
bétarme glad in their gladness. He loved the people among

whom he labored. He was tender, sympathetic and lovable.

(This summary is given by Carroll and recorded in Donald Waite's work
An Exegetical Exposition of the Epistle of Paul to Titus.)

Guthrie points out "The description of Titus is genuine. It is also
exactly paralleled in 1 Timothy 1:2. It is exclusive to Paul's writings
in the New Testament. No mention is made of Titus in the Acts of the
apostles, but it is clear that he was a stalwart member of the apostles'
entourage, to whom, in fact, he refers several times in his letters.

It may be gathered from the Corinthian correspondence that Titus was
selected for a particularly difficult and delicate mission. And since
the outcome appears to have been a happy one, i1t 1s clear that Titus
was a man of unusual tact, who possessed_high gualities of 1eadershiE.
His allotted task in Crete certainly demanded much wisdom and streng

.F

of character, and the apostle's confidence in him accords completely
with what is known of him elsewhere."

Hendriksen points out "Titus was Paul's child because it was to the
apostle as a means in God's hand that he owed his spiritual 1life, though
the time, place and circumstances of his conversion have not been revealed.
The designation child is a happy one, for it combines two ideas. I have
begotten you and vou are very dear to me. Titus was, moreover, a genuine
child, not merely a nominal believer. Paul considers himself the father
of Titus, not in the physical sense, but in terms of the common faith.

That is, with respect to the faith common to Paul and Titus."

CONCLUSION:

We _have discerned the pro i in the first verse of this
first study. It begins with faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, Jeading to

a knowledge of the truth, which produces godliness.
?  Have you
eqipni oint 0

As we discern these

come_to fai Lord Jesus Christ as _Savior?-- _
man's relati h God haps God would be speaking to you rignt

NOW ,

Perhaps you are a believer, but you've not spent much time in the Hord of

God.
e —
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E.B. Meyer describes many who are Tike this: "There are others again
who, with sincere and transparent motives, began to love and serve God
for himself. But as the days have passed, they discover that they are
regarded as saints, and the sense of being held in reverence by their
fellows fascinates them. They become as proud of their grace as other
people of their lace, their place, or their race. They realize that
they must maintain their reputation at all costs. Of course, the best
way to maintain and increase such a reputation is to cease to think
about it and Tive only for the Lord Jesus. But directly, we fail to
do this and occupy ourselves with our reputation and the long shadow
it casts on the lTawn. We are attempted to do things not because God
asks them of us, but to resuscitate our waning credit. Our native
character is getting a 1ittle threadbare, and instead of cleaving
closer to God, we put a patch on the elbow or knee by a generous gift,

or a call to prayer, or the assumption in tone or manner of special
sanctity."

NL. Jeremiah says "Th und, and I did eat them; and thy w
was the joy and rejoicing of my

;‘;;! How much time are you spending on taking the word of God into your life?

This is a vital rt_of the process of becoming godly. It is from_faith
Trui;.

to food to ¢
sov
What principles eto we Tearn from this passage: 77 4fi§i——--
’-

Godliness does not come by experience, but by intake of the word of God
and the deepening of the relationship with the Lord.
@ The more I know his word, the more I know Him and what He wants of me.
@ he process is from faith to food to fruit.
@ Godliness 1is the result of growth in the truth.

| The expression of my new Tife in Christ will be seen in a hunger for
the HWord. A Autbhenbic Wew bivtlh wuf ﬁe/gccampamwg BL[ An Appetite O tiban

i i s
@ Godliness does not come by service. wevd=if

-
@ Godliness provides the foundation for a withess.





