A Practical Study of JAMES: The Battle of Our Behavior

SESSION #7: James 3:13-18

“Grow in Good Judgment”

Key Verse: 3:17 But the wisdom which is from above is first pure,
then peaceable, kind, obedient, full of mercy and good
fruits, impartial, free from insincerity.

Memory Verse: James 3:17

TEXT:

v. 13 Who is wise and learned among you? Let him show by his
praiseworthy way of life his works with humility of wisdom.

v. 14 But if you are having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart,
stop boasting and lying against the truth.

v. 15 This wisdom is not the wisdom coming down from above but is earthly,
unspiritual, demonic.

v. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition are, there is disorder and every
evil thing.

v. 17 But the wisdom which is from above is first pure, then peaceable, kind,
obedient, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, free from insincerity.

v. 18 And the fruit of righteousness is being sown in peace for those who are
making peace.
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In chapter 2 James dealt with the problem of FAITH WITHOUT WORKS
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10 bActs 18:24; 1 Cor. 3:22
cllso?n 1:42; 1 Cor. 3:22;9:5;

13 1Or, Christ has been
divided! or, Christ is
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\9als, 20:14
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1:18 marg. bMatt. 13:22;
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20f. 91 Cor. 1:27¢.; 6:2;

:32; John 12:31; James 4:4
12] Cor. 1:27f.; 6:2;11:32;
hn 12:31; James 4:4
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Ve et =FRI1LE UF PAUL TO THE
CORINTHIANS

Salutation. Thanksgiving. Exhortation to Unity.

PAUL, acalled as an apostle of Jesus Christ 'by bthe will of
Cod, and Sosthenes our dbrother,

2 to ?the church of God which is at *Corinth, to those
who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, !saints <by calling,
with all who in every place dcall upon the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours:

3 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

4 3] thank !'my God always concerning you, for the grace
of God which was given you in Christ Jesus,

5 that in everything you were 2enriched in Him, in all
bspeech and Pall knowledge,

6 even as 3the testimony concerning Christ was con-
firmed lin you,

7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, 2awaiting eagerly
the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

8 2who shall also confirm you to the end, blameless in
bthe day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 3God is faithful, through whom you were Pcalled into
fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now 2l exhort you, bbrethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you all lagree, and there be no Zcdivisions
among you, but you be *made complete in dthe same mind
and in the same judgment.

11 For I have been informed concerning you, my breth-
ren, by ?Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you.

12 Now I mean this, that 2each one of you is saying, “I am
of Paul,” and “I of PApollos,” and “I of <Cephas,” and “I of
Christ.”

13 !'Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for
you, was he? Or were you 2baptized 2in the name of Paul?

14 !l thank God that I abaptized none of you, except
aCrispus and PGaius,

15 that no manshould say you were baptized lin my name:

16 Now I did baptize also the *household of Stephanas;
beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any other.

17 aFor Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach
the gospel, bnot in lcleverness of speech, that the cross of
Christ should not be made void.

18 For the word of the cross is to athose who lare perishing
'(’_Eoolishness, but to us who 2are being saved it is cthe power of

od.

19 For it is written,

“a] WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE,
AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER | WILL SET
ASIDE.”

20 *Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where 15
the debater of Pthis age? Has not God °made foolish the wis-
dom of dthe world?

21 For since in the wisdom of God *the world through its
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The Wisdom of God. Nothing But Christ.

wisdom did not come to know God, PGod was well pleased
through the “foolishness of the !'message preached to dsave
those who believe.

22 For indeed 2Jews ask for !signs, and Greeks search for
wisdom;

23 but we preach 12Christ crucified, bto Jews a stumbling
block, and to Gentiles “foolishness,

24  but to those who are 3the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ bthe power of God and cthe wisdom of God.

25 Because the #foolishness of God is wiser than men, and
bthe weakness of God is stronger than men.

26 For !consider your 2call, brethren, that there were Pnot
mar}y wise according to 2the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble;

27 but 2God has chosen the foolish things of bthe world to
shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of bthe
world to shame the things which are strong,

28 and the base things of #the world and the despised, God
has chosen, bthe things that are not, that He might cnullify the
things that are,

29 that *no 'man should boast before God.

30 But 'by His doing you are in *Christ Jesus, who became
to us bwisdom from God, 2and crighteousness and dsanctifica-
tion, and credemption,

31 that, just as it is written, “aLET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST
IN THE Lorp.”

CHAPTER 2

AND when I came to you, brethren, I 2did not come with
superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you bthe
Itestimony of God.

2 For I determined to know nothing among you except
aJesus Christ, and Him crucified.

3 And | 2was with you in bweakness and in “fear and in
much trembling.

4 And my 'message and my preaching were #not in per-
suasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of bthe Spirit
and of power,

5 that your faith should not 'rest on the wisdom of men,
but on *the power of God.

6 Yetwe do speak wisdom among those who are *mature;
a wisdom, however, not of bthis age, nor of the rulers of bthis
age, who are cpassing away;

7 but we speak God’s wisdom in a 2mystery, the hidden
wisdom, which God Ppredestined before the cages to our glory;

8 the wisdom *which none of the rulers of bthis age has
understood; for if they had understood it, they would not have
crucified cthe Lord of glory;

9  but just as it is written,

“ATHINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT
HEARD,
AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN,

ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE
Him.”

1 Corinthians 1, 2

21 'Lit., preaching
bGal. 1:15; Col. 1:19; Luke
12:32 <1 Cor. 1:18, 23, 25;
2:14; 4:10 91 Tim. 4:16;
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1:18, 21, 25; 2:14; 4:10

24 3Rom. 8:28 b1 Cor. 1:18;
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27 aJames 2:5 1 Cor. 1:20
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Rom. 3:24
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62Eph. 4:13; Phil. 3:15
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{:gg; Matt, 13:22 ¢1 Cor.

741 Cor. 2:1; Rom. 11:25;
16:25f. PRom. 8:29f. ¢Heb.
1:2;11:3

831 Cor, 2:6; 1:26 b1 Cor,
1:20; Matt. 13:22 <Acts 7:2;
James 2:1

9als. 64:4; 65:17
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In chapter 2:18 James says:

a man will say you are having faith and I am having works. Show me
your faith without your works and I will show you my faith by my
works.

Now James, in chapter 3, says: y

WHO IS WISE AND LEARNED AMONG YOU?, LET HIM SHOW BY
HIS PRAISEWORTHY WAY OF LIFE HIS WORKS WITH Sl e
HUMILITY OF WISDOM.” Yo have gof do be Humble 4 T02&nable 12
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James still has in mind here the TEACHER. ?T‘C?UJ’-Y LS éj.‘:'g—'—t “

p and teach with wisdom and technical knowledge and have

get
not good works we are boasting and lying against the truth.
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LIFE OVER LIP

Graduate = Long on KNOWLEDGE, Short on WISDOM

Wisdom from MATURITY and EXPERIENCE.
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James is not interested in a bunch of empty words b1-1t he v_fants a life which
manifests good judgment to back up that which is being said. A person

characterized by:

DOING THE RIGHT THING,

IGHT TIME,
AT THE R g e
IN THE RIGHT WAY. Rellow, Line s dOlng 20
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This having been said, James will now turn to contrasting the TWO TYPES

OF WISDOM for us in verses 14-17.

James sounds a great deal like the apostle Paul here.

~

2137 GALATIANS

as an opportunity to indulge your flesh," but
through love serve one another.’ 5:14 For the
whole law can be summed up in a single com-
mandment,” namely, “You must love your
neighbor as yourself™ 5:15 However, if you
continually bite and devour one another,” be-
ware that you are not consumed® by one an-.
other. 5:16 But I say, live” by the Spirit and you
will not carry out the desires of the flesh.* 5:17
For the flesh has desires that are opposed to the
Spirit, and the Spirit has desires’ that are op-
posed to the flesh, for these are in opposition
to" each other, so that you cannot do what you
want. 5:18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you
are not under the law. 5:19 Now the works of the
flesh'" are obvious:"? sexual immorality, impu-
rity, depravity, 5:20 idolatry, sorcery,” hostili-
ties,”* strife,” jealousy, outbursts of anger, self-
ish rivalries, dissensions,'® factions, 5:21 envy-
ing,”” murder," drunkenness, carousing,” and
similar things. I am warning you, as [ had
warned you before: Those who practice such
things will not inherit the kingdom of God!

5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit® is love,” joy,

| peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness,” 35:23 gentleness, and* self-control.
Against such things there is no law. 5:24 Now
those who belong to Christ™ have crucified the
flesh® with its passions™ and desires. 5:25 If we
live by the Spirit, let us also behave in accor-
dance with?” the Spirit. 5:26 Let us not become
conceited, provoking™ one another, being jeal-
ous of one another.

Support One Another

6:1 Brothers and sisters,” if a person™ is dis-
covered in some sin,” you who are spiritual®
restore such a person in a spirit of gentleness.*
Pay close attention*® to yourselves, so that you
are not tempted too. 6:2 Carry one another’s
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law
of Christ. 6:3 For if anyone thinks he is some-
thing when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
6:4 Let each one examine*’ his own work. Then
he can take pride™ in himself and not compare
himself with* someone else. 6:5 For each one
will carry* his own load.
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What James is saying here is that if you are wise and learned, then show it
by your:

PRAISEWORTHY LIFE.

Your works with humility of wisdom, but if these other things are true that
we see in verse 14, don’t be phony about it by boasting and lying against the

truth.
§ STOF/:— «,%.) Are CJom:J o P«'C.sw"'

Tense.

If you are a TEACHER.:

BOASTING and

C2) LyNG.

One thing that James can’t stand is a person who knows what to do and
doesn’t do it, or a person who says one thing and does something completely
different.

There are TWO THINGS that James mentions here as possibilities to be in
our hearts:

@ “BITTER JEALOUSY’ and

@ “SELFISH AMBITION.”

@ Jealous over someone else’s success.

Selfish ambition.

Threatened

#1 — Center of Attention
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Servant’s heart £y o +hers

4 - You.

“BITTER”

Frustrations and Failures

Trials and Traumas

We have “JEALOUSY” — seeming success of others who never have these
struggles we have or at least they never talk about it.

“BITTER” over past treatment.

“JEALOUSY” about present success.

We want to look first at “BITTER J EALOUSY.”@

It 1s “BITTER” in that it regards its opponents as enemies to be annihilated
rather than friends to be persuaded.

It is “JEALOUS” in the same sense that it wants victory for its opinions far
rather than to have truth prevail.

The SECOND WORD is “SELFISH AMBITION IN [OUR] HEART.”

@ POWER,

@ PRESTIGE, and

(3)) PERSONAL PRIORITIES.

James and John — one on right — one on left ) CLW )
el Th Koy Sads i The Kiigaom |
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It is in the end more eager to display itself than to display the truth. And it
is interested more in the victory of its own opinions than in the victory of the
truth.

e Ao

A person should refrain from teaching if he is not willing to live the truth he
1s teaching because otherwise he is lying against what he teaches.

E2RA 7:10




“Bitter jealousy” and “selfish ambition.”

James identifies this “WISDOM.” It is a:

“WISDOM [THAT] IS NOT . . . COMING DOWN FROM ABOVE” from
the Father of Lightg but is “DEMONIC” in its origin.

Grow-insod
Judgment
Lardues

There are|THREE THINGS}that James says about this\“WISDOM’g that is
from BELOW: . T

WORLD SYSTEM—‘EARTHLY.” It is in the earth or a product
of the world. /

Rules Gol out of The gquasio® ;

Humanism

Evolution

1 Corinthians 1:20-21

So what about these wise men, these scholars, these brilliant debators
of this world’s great affairs. God has made them all look foolish and
shown their wisdom to be useless nonsense for God, in His wisdom,
saw to it that the world would never find God through human
brilliance. Then he stepped in and saved all those who believed his
message which the world calls foolish and silly.



For the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God.

@ OLD NATURE—“UNSPIRITUAL.”

But the man who isn’t a Christian can’t understand and can’t accept
these thoughts from God which the Holy Spirit teaches us. They sound
foolish to him because only those who have the Holy Spirit within them
can understand what the Holy Spirit means. Others just can’t take it in.

They stir up arguments, they love the evil things of the world. They do
not have the Holy Spirit living in them. The wisdom of this world
cannot be spiritual because the spirit is not the author of their wisdom.
This wisdom is the product of the natural man apart from the spirit of
God. It may sound intellectual, but it is still a product of man.

@ DEVIL—“DEMONIC.”

James, in our study of FAITH and WORKS pointed out in chapter two that
the DEVILS BELIEVE.

Now in chapter three, in talking on “WISDOM,” we find that THEY HAVE
WISDOM TOO.
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This wisdom is seen in:

And the serpent said unto the woman You shall not surely die for God
doeth know that in the day ye eat thereof then your eyes shall be
opened and ye shall be as God knowing good and evil.

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—

So James describes this “WISDOM” from below. It is:

@ “BARTHLY,”

@ “UNSPIRITUAL,” and

( 's.) “DEMONIC.”

It is the product of the:

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own
understanding ...

“I did it my way ...” -

Jacob

Prodigal
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“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do
not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and
flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so
is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me
empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for
which I sent it.

.\’i

My way ¥, not the best way!
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Here James is giving the REASON for his statement in verse 14. “If you are
having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, stop boasting and

lying against the truth”:
* “FOR WHERE JEALOUSY AND SELFISH AMBITION ARE, THERE
IS DISORDER AND EVERY EVIL THING. o

So many churches.

Division

Disorder

Evil Practices

‘For God is not the author of confusion but of peace as in all churches of
the saints.

Paul commands these Corinthian Christians in:

Let all things be done decently and in order. -

He not only says that there is “DISORDER” but there is also “EVERY EVIL
THING.”
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When you've got “JEALOUSY AND SELFISH AMBITION,” accompanying these
two will be:

PRIDE,

CRITICISM,

LYING,

ANGER,

MALICE,

DISCOURAGEMENT, and

BITTERNESS.

All of these things characterize this “WISDOM” which is from below.




Below
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This is the‘ KEY VERSE)in our study “GROW IN GOOD JUDGMENT.”

Now James outlines the “WISDOM WHICH IS FROM ABOVE” and gives us
several characteristics of this “WISDOM”.

‘T_@_s_ s uucaFG,J qiues tba.. Toe ASI(_I-

What a CONTRAST this “WISDOM” is from that which is SATANIC.
S 4 S ——)

The picture herein described is a picture of\{ESUS CHRIST HIMSELFﬁ

1=

And unto man he said behold the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom and
to depart from evil is understanding. -

The “WISDOM” herein described is not something we can acquire on the
human plane but MUST COME FROM GOD.

Poduged \o e Sm_ [ -TQ{ wwlg c
%_g‘ﬁ——\\&mlgjf’/ [g__}_y‘e__@@f%ﬂfzf T‘%\Q&( Mé’ec\ 'L
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James makes mention of the fact that “WISDOM?” is available in:

If any of you is deficient in wisdom, let him keep on asking from God
whose giving to all generously without reserve and who does not
reproach and it shall be given him.

In this yerse “WI ) LCH IS FROM ABO
EIGHT DIFFERENT WAYS It 1s:

@ “PURE.”
———

The Lord Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount says in:

Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.

It i1s “PURE” in the sense that it has NO ULTERIOR MOTIVES. So cleansed
of self, it is pure enough to see God. The true “WISDOM?” is able to bear the
scrutiny of God.

In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always a blameless
conscience both before God and before men.
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This is in direct CONTRAST to the “bitter jealousy” and “selfish ambition”
which characterizes the “WISDOM” from below.

@ “PEACEABLE.”
e

For the mind of the flesh is death but the mind of the spirit is life and
peace. " ¢

UPWARD,
INWARD, and

OUTWARD.

VERTICAL and

HORIZONTAL.

If_f}. 26 3
Phil. 46T

A ST S A .
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Her ways are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are peace.
Right relationships between man and man and between man and God.

TRUE “WISDOM” brings men:

CLOSER TOGETHER and

CLOSER TO GOD.

FALSE “WISDOM”:,

DRIVES PEOPLE APART and

PRODUCES STRIFE.

And the work of righteousness shall be peace and the effect of
righteousness quietness and assurance forever. :

Blessed are those who are making peace . . .

A person who is “KIND” has a sweet reasonableness about him. He tempers
mercy with justice. He is a man who knows how to forgive when he has a
perfect right to condemn. It is the ability to extend to others the kindly
consideration we want for ourselves, implying one who does not stand on his
rights but gives way to the wishes of others.
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Character of LOVE.

4
' ' 's Itind .- —
Mﬂ@ﬁ:% a LO\/G’ IS Pai—.e.rnl', IOV’Q | S ITn

Gel S:22 ' Bud Tt Fruf“ OF The S Lr’-lf
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“OBEDIENCE.” ! obedient|

Fruit of the Spirit.

To fix it deep in my mind that I have but one business upon my hands, to
seek for eternal happiness by doing the will of God.

SUBMISSIVE TO AUTHORITY.

OBEDIENCE is better than SACRI

h

Not rigid and austere and beyond all appeal. It is willing to listen, willing to
be persuaded, skilled in knowing when to wisely yield.

@ “FULL OF MERCY.”

What a CONTRAST this is to the UNCONTROLLED TONGUE in verse 8.

The tongue no one in the human race is able to tame—A restless evil, full of
death-bringing poison.
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DEEDS OF MERCY

Lord, help me live from day to day
In such a self-forgetful way,

That even when I kneel to pray
My prayer shall be for others.
Help me in all the work I do

To ever be sincere and true,

And know that all I'd do for You
Must needs be done for others.
And when my work on earth is done
And my work in heaven is begun,
May I forget the crown I've won
While thinking still of others.
Others, Lord, yes, others,

Let this my motto be,

Help me to live for others,

That I may live like Thee.
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“FULL OF GOOD FRUITS.”
—

We get the FRUITAGE OF THE SPIRIT in:

But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

L—} Show

If you are wise, according to God’s standard, you will Au-it by a holy and
meek life. The wisdom which is from above seeks purity in Himself and
peace with others.

@ “IMPARTIAL.”

James has had some things to say about the matter of SHOWING
PARTIALITY.

The word has the idea of being UNDIVIDED or SINGLE-MINDED, making
no distinctions.

It is a person who has FIXED PRINCIPLES or a man of FIRM CONVICTION.

He is the OPPOSITE OF THE DOUBLE-MINDED MAN who is unstable in
all his ways or the person showing partiality, who is divided in his mind.
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“FREE FROM INSINCERITY”—without HYPOCRISY.

The “WISDOM WHICH IS FROM ABOVE?” is not phony. It does not deal in
deception or deceit for its own ends. It is not a wisdom clever at putting on
disguises and concealing its real aims and motives.

qel JG‘QA& %<7 f“l.oa!K, QTT‘!:& TIsraclite 1 u_)\ncm
NATHANIAL TThewe s wo DeceiT:' ©

This is just the OPPOSITE of what we have seen in verse 14:

But if you are having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your
heart, stop boasting and lying against the truth.

REAL
imm—a——_

GENUINE
p——

TRANSPARENT

Right judgment in all things . . .

If we are going to follow JAMES POINTERS FOR PROGRESS—especially
number 7 “GROW IN GOOD JUDGMENT”—it will be necessary for us to seek
the Lord for this “WISDOM?” in verse 17 so that our lives will be
characterized by these things which have been stated here in this verse.

Once again we can see that this is not something which we can produce in
ourselves, but it is produced by the Spirit of God and is given as a gift to
those who are humble enough to receive it and recognize they have a need.



This verse is a summary of all that he has had to say thus far. They who
make peace show a likeness to God, the great Maker of peace.

And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water that bringeth
forth its fruit in its season. Its leaves also shall not wither and -
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life and he that winneth souls is
wise.

Paul says in:

Being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ
to the glory and praise of God.

Now no chastening for the present seems to be joyous but grievous.
Nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness
unto them who are exercised by it.
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Where there is bitterness and strife, there is a barren and sterile soul in
which the seeds of righteousness can never grow and out of which no reward
can ever come. The person responsible for the strife and bitterness and
disturbing personal relationships has cut himself off from the reward which
God gives to those who live His life. Without right relationships between
man and man and man and God, there can no righteousness exist.

John 15

Fruit
More Fruit

Much Fruit
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CONCLUSION:

If our lives to this point have been governed by the wisdom which is from
below, it would be well for us to pause and confess this to the Lord and deal
with our phoneyness and tell Him that we long to have that wisdom
described in verse 17 which is from above in our lives.

It is only when we get to the end of every attempt to do anything without
Jesus Christ, when we lay aside our ambition, crucify our prejudices, die to
our so-called intellectual approach and humble our pride that we can look up
into His lovely face and say:

“Lord Jesus, I live, yet not 1.”

George Kemble

Test
Tempt
Word
Love
Fruit

Tongue

Wisdom
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What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study?

LESSON #1: Wisdom reflects your level of maturity.

LESSON #2: There are two kinds of wisdom: 1) “from above” and 2) “earthly,

unspiritual, demonic.”

LESSON #3: Is the wisdom from above characterizing your life.

LESSON #4: Of the eight characteristics of the wisdom from above, how
many are now present in your life?

LESSON #5: Wisdom comes from maturity and experiences.

SOLOMON PRAYED FOR WISDOM.

r " ord Gives Solomon Wisdom

.1 Solomon made an alliance by marriage
vith Pharaoh, king of Egypt; he married Phar-
woh’s daughter. He brought her to the City of
pavid' until he could finish building his resi-
dence and the temple of the LORD and the wall
qround Jerusalem.® 3:2 Now the people were
offering sacrifices at the high places,’ because
in those days a temple had not yet been built to
ponor the LORD." 3:3 Solomon demonstrated his
loyalty to the LORD by following® the practices®
of his father David, except that he offered sacri-
fices and burned incense on the high places.

3:4 The king went to Gibeon to offer sacri-
fices, for it had the most prominent of the high
places.” Solomon would offer up® a thousand
burnt sacrifices on the altar there. 3:5 One night
in Gibeon the LORD appeared® to Solomon in a
dream. God said, “Tell'" me what I should give
you.” 3:6 Solomon replied, “You demonstrated'!
great loyalty to your servant, my father David,
as he served"” you faithfully, properly, and sin-
cerely.”” You have maintained this great loyalty
to this day by allowing his son to sit on his
throne." 3:7 Now, O LORD my God, you have
made your servant king in my father David’s
place, even though I am only a young man and
am inexperienced.” 3:8 Your servant stands'®
among your chosen people;”’ they are a great
nation that is too numerous to count or number.

* So give your servant a discerning mind" so
zan make judicial decisions for' your people
and distinguish right from wrong.?® Otherwise!

no one is able® to make judicial decisions for*
this great nation of yours.™ 3:10 The Lord* was
pleased that Solomon made this request.” 3:11
God said to him, “Because you asked for the
ability to make wise judicial decisions, and not
for long life, or riches, or vengeance on your
enemies,”” 3:12 I** grant your request,” and give"
you a wise and discerning mind® superior to
that of anyone who has preceded or will suc-
ceed you.” 3:13 Furthermore, I am giving® you
what you did not request— riches and honor so
that you will be the greatest king of your gen-
eration.” 3:14 If you follow my instructions* by
obeying™ my rules and regulations, just as your
father David did,” then I will grant you long
life.™* 3:15 Solomon then woke up and realized
it was a dream.”

T Gave You My

Mo u)
You

L

[
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' everlastmg arms.

fter a pre-concert rehearsal in New

X York City’s Carnegie Hall, Randall
- Atcheson:sat on stage alone. He had

EVERLAS“NG successfully navigated the mtncate
| - piano compositions of Beethoven,

ARMS :Chopm and Liszt for the evening pro-
oo gram, and with only minutes remalmng
READ o0 - before the doors opened, he wanted to

Deuteronomy 33 26-29 play one more piece for himself. What

~'came from his heart and his hands ‘was
an old hymn by Ehsha Hoffman '

TheetemalGod
is your refuge, and What have Ito dread
underneath are the -~ what have I to fear,

" Leaning on the everlasting arms?

'“—De“te"ﬂmm)’ 33: 27 I 'ha've blessed peace
I e wzth my Lord so near,
The Biste IN ONe YeAR: Leanmg on rhe everlastmg arms.
&Numbers 17190
""" 8 Mark 63056 - Those: words echo the truth in the

final blessmg of Moses ““There is 10 One l1ke the God of .-
- Jeshurun, :-who rides the-heavens:to help: you and in His ,
‘excellency-on the: clouds: The eternal- God is your: refuge |

and underneath are” the everlasung -arms”’ (Deuteronomy
33 26-27). - S

~What a g1ft we have in-our own arms and hands-—-—-—they can.
swing a hammer, hold a child, or help a friend. But while our
strength is limited, God’s: boundless power on our-behalf is
expressed in might and gentle care. “Behold, the LORD’s
hand is not shortened, that it. cannot save” (Isaiah 59:1).“He
will gather the lambs. w1th I—I1s arm and carry them in I-I1s
bosom” (Isaiah 40:11). - S

Whatever challenge or opportumty we face there is secu-
rity and peace.in His everla_stmg arms. - —David McCasland

The heavenly Father’s:arms never:tire
of holdlng His chlldren
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_ STUDY # SEVEN
) GROW IN GOOD JUDGMENT 3:13-18

KEY VERSE 3:17 But the wisdom which is from above is first pure, then peaceable,
kind, obedient, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, free
from insincerity.

MEMORY VERSE:  3:17

e TEXT: 3:13-18
B X Who is wise and learned among you? Let him show by his praiseworthy way of life
s 4E his works with humility of wisdom. But if you are having bitter jealousy and selfish
% S ambition in your heart, stop boasting and lying against the truth. This wisdom is not
@\% the wisdom coming down from above but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic for where
33 jealousy and szlfish ambition are there is disorder and every evil thing. But the wisdom
@ ! ¢  which is from above is first pure, then peaceable, kind, obedient, full of mercy and

@ (&U'/ good fruits, impartial, free from insincerity and the fruit of righteousness is being

in peace for those who are making peace.

EXPOSITION:  |o Chapter 2 James deglf with the problem of foith without works and

gow in Chapter 3 he is dealing with the problem of words without wisdom,
1. IThelard lesus is our great example when it comes to this matter of speaking

wovee m_f_h_m,sdgm John 7:46 says: "The officers answered 'never a man spoke like

Xwaw ¥ j¢dew this man'
= " Verse Thlrfeen Whg '|§.n'|§g gnd learned among you? _Let him show by his praiseworthy

) Chﬂplﬁiz 18 James sgvs thgiiﬂ IIIQD will say you are having faith and | am

J‘ \J r works and | will show you m

%&g\t wﬁkk Now James in Chapter 3 says: "Who is wise and feqrneg

Lafe ﬁ_ afwisdon,"
e 2,  James still has in mind here the teacher for as Dr. Johnstone says: "If we get

Jp and teach with wisdom and technical knowledge and have not good works
\_,\? we are boasting and lying against fhe fruth.
B ¥ 3. James is not interested in a tmcn of empty words but he wants a life which
WM J,le“\e’i( manitesk good judgment to back up that which is being said, A person characterized

ow” g Yer~ - by doing the right fhing at th h h
o g at the right time in fhe ri
T W e o S b s
ol wisdom for us in Verses 14 through 17, James sounds a great deal like the apostle Powl
‘(‘M u“e here,

- &5‘”‘ Lﬁ?’Verse Fourfeen But, if you are having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart
-J‘s * - .
{'\ku\ fo o] ng against the fruf
N\&S‘“ 1. What James is saying here is that if you are wise and learned, then show it b
\¢ -] oM (nev ur praiseworthy life. Your works with nom) ||fy o wrsaom, Dot |¥ These om‘er
i el f'Rm s are_true fﬁaf we see in Verse 14, don't be phony about it bz boasti ng and
Qv [Ving against the trufE

(R
&00"'-‘ "2. One thing that James can’ i on who know +o do and doesp't
e thing and does something completely different.

) : @rt f le ! Dndly,
@) 36&\:”(5 ovey Someswe elhet Snceess — ‘Rfm-tcue,l*“ - A(“_&T“;v
@ S‘C’F'Sk QWILM""W. = L Cew
Sevvawnd’s Lm\r'L Vet Hitlis 2w AL level



iex F'ruc-l-vahm_sq. ayarycs 3y T e SIER ) o
i Secwmmg Suceess o others who neoer have Huse

lealou‘a'-tf— Shusales we haue ov A+ least -J—f»uu, ever 72
Talx Abou + i F .’.'

) w 4,  We want to look first at bitter jealousy. gards its
¢ \p;e(f;“.ﬁea" opponents as enemies to be annihilated rather than friends to be persuaded.,
o ?cﬁ = hat it wants victory for its opinions | e
004t bga.\O“' guol'— A . @ Power vsoral Prioritiés ‘
?\(CQ‘O'W\I 9 : A ";ﬂﬂ;h_qmbj_ﬁm'in your heart. @ Prestige  dawesy John = N ?."lf_'
6 Barclay says: TIEis1 i i than_to displa

the truth, And it is intereste i e victory of its own opinions than
n

in the vicforz of the Irg’rh,
7.  Johnson points out of this verse: "A person should refrain from teaching i
he is pot willing to live the truth he is teachm ecause otherwi i -*- *—

e“ Ll y n
gfﬁ‘vs \) Verse Fifteen: down from above but is

1
\”G,w earthly, unspiritual, demonic.
C\F‘S Go”L T ﬁames Taentiiies fhis wisdom. It is a wisdom that is not coming down from

v , from the Fafther of Light, but is demonic in its origin
q\k 8 wg are three things that James says gbout this wisdom that is from be

% L
Gﬁ .y ® 0 o -
X"‘B b\,‘t : it is arﬂjl M It is in the earth or a product of fhe world,
ot Bix RaudAays in | Corinthians 1:20-21. "So what about these wise men, these
\3 scholars, these brilliant debators of this world's great affairs. God has
(A made them all look foolish and shown their wisdom to be useless nonsense
g YSL‘:M for God, in His wisdom, saw to it that the world would never find God
“mq\\sw through human brilliance. Then he stepped in and saved all those who
) \’\%““ believed his message which the world calls foolish and silly."
: g0 4, | Cornithians 3:19 "For the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God."

As it says in the Book of Job, "God uses man's own brilliance to trap

him .2 tumbles over his own wisdom and falls.
\A 5. isti is wi om below is that it iStuns iritual .
i, 6. 2. "But the man who isn't a Christian can't understand and

No_’\-U-"e can't accept these thoughts from God which the Holy Spirit teaches us. They
sound foolish to him because only those who have the Holy Spirit within them
can understand what the Holy Spirit means. Others just can't take it in."
7.  Jude 19 "They stir up arguments, they love the evil things of the world.
They do not have the Holy Spirit living in them. The wisdom of this world
cannot be spiritual because the spirit is not the author of their wisdom. This
wisdom is the product of the natural man apart from the spirit of God. It

may intellectual, but it is still a product of man,"
8. Th ing we see about this wisdom is that it is demonic. James in our
stu

\ aith and Works pointed out in Ehogfer Two that the devils belicve
@ Bﬁ‘“ and now in Chapter Three in talking on wisdom we find that they haye wisdom
foo.

9. This wisdom is seen in Genesis 3: 4-5 "And the serpent said unto the woman
Qm‘.‘-‘?’ You shall not surely die for God doeth know that in the day ye eat thereof
then your eyes shall be opened and ye shall be as God knowing good and evil."
10.  So James describes this wisdom from below, It is gaithly, -unsg' irituc|, demonic.

It is a product of the ¥grld, the flesh, and the dewil.
Proverbs 3:5 ¢ Trusk tn the Lord wetl all Kour heart

Aud lean wot umte  Your gum u——J——s“‘J"g'tﬁ“Jw;ﬁ" o
- S oy Aul @i— M‘"l Looey -y l&@nl-, g ?‘n:)ckccec.i
— 8‘* . < ]
ISﬁ’---é—b - " W\q wau W8 Mo L‘ -Ee lzc*@"'— oo M
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Verse Sixteen: For where jealousy and selfish ambition are, there is disorder and
:’ w TS ST S IT SN TS
. Here James is giving the regson for his statement in Verse ]4 "If you
are having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart stop boasting,
65 \\ . * and lying against the truth for where jealousy and selfish ambition are there
\(\U‘ e is disorder and every evil thing,
2. LCornthignsldlds "For God is not the author of confusionfut of peace

as in all churches of the saints."

3 gee\eW 3. [ Corinthigns 14:40. Paul commands these Corinthian Christians "Let all
D1

ae¥ . things be done decently and in order." He not only says that there is
Vs’ Qfa-e.x‘ e disorder but there is also every evil thing.
au\\ 4.  When you've got jealousy and selfish ambition, accompanying these two
will be pride, criti cism, lying, anger,malice, discouragement and
bitterness. All of these things characterize this wisdom which is from
0w elow. dwj’

6&/‘({ Verse Seven’reen: But the wisdoms § i

‘TQ“”";( This is the key verse in our study Grow in Good Judgmenf Hugh' James
wwé outlines the wisdom which is from above and gives us several characteristics
\ove of this wisdom.
wox ¥ 2,  What a contrast this wisdom is from that which is satanic. The picture herin
—CaeA" described is a picture of Jesus Christ Himself. iy
e 3. JohZBIE "And oniomon e T BSROTITRE Tear of the Lord, that i wisdom
) “\)/"- and fo depart from evil is understanding. '
e 4, Ihe wisdom herein described is not something we can acquire on the human
plane but

5 James makes mention of the fact that wisdom is available in Chapter 1.5

"If any of you is deficient in wisdom, let him keep on asking from God
whose giving fo oll Qenerously w:fhout reserve and who does not reproach
6. In this verse _wisdom from above is characterized mmw Eisst
of all, it is'pure? Mu'r’rhew 5:8 The Lord Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount
Ggé 'S says "Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God." liispurein.

P"” W hme st ‘the sense that it has no ulterior motives. So cleansed of s self, it is pure
L , - enough to see God. The true wisdom is able to bear the scrutiny of God.,

p‘él-zq",:xaﬂ“' 7.  This is in direct contrast to the hitter jealousy and selfish ambifion which

characterizes the wisdom from below.

8.  The seeond word James uses i ‘peaceatsle )’ MSGYS "FO"
ol gk T the mind of the flesh is death but the mmd of the spirit is life and peace.
wev d Howzontal Proverbs 3:17 "Her ways are ways of pleasantness and all her paths are peace.”
n W =Y nghf reloflonshlps between man and man and between man and God. Tr
owrv® False wisdom drives

9. Iscucrh 32: 17 of righteousness shall be peace and the effect

of righteousness quietness and assurance forever, "

____) MaTS: 9 B‘essec\_ Ave those who Ave Mal:.’.;ac‘ peace. . -
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reasonableness ab hi

kv - - . L3
Q\,\a‘f;%o_ﬁ who knows how to forgive when he has a perfect right to condemn, It is

\:M ¢ the ability to extend to others the kindly consideration we want for
PR ourselves, implying one who.does ndt_stand on his rights but gives way to,
PN the wishes of others, " .

11.  Ihe foyrth word is the word Obedience;

12, William low said "Rules for Life" and the first one was "To fix it deep in

\ my mind that | have but one business ¢ upon my hands, to seek for eternal

e happtness by dorng The will of God. "
TW'Y 13. Barclay says of this word that "true wisdom is not rigid and austere and

\,CC\' W8 c“g‘v‘- " beyond all appeal, ||' is W|||mg to listen, willing to be persuaded, skilled

15. What a contrast this is to the uncontrolled tongue in Yerse 8. e
Mext N \\Ac\l'- i g is able to tame. A restless, evil full of death-

lgetlso\: 5 . bringing poison. Z " he kind and merciful for they
shall be shown mercy, "

("'\wm 16. ¥lord help me live from day to day in such a self-forgetfulway that even
,L-,\a’ when | kneel to pray, my prayers will be for others, Help me in all the work
| do to ever be sincere and trye and know that all | do for you must needs be
) done for others, let self be crucified, slain  and buriedeeep and all in vain
, feose o o ri i urtlaer o [lve for off ferid il |

earth is done and my new work in Heaven is begun may | forget the crown
|'ve won while thinking still of others, Others Lord, yes others, let this
me to hve For_ofhers fhczt | may live like thee, #/

X < d fruiis
18. jans 5:22-23 gives us the frulfcge of the spirit. "But the fruit of the
spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
\ meekness, self control, Against such there is no law,"
. Q\*\\ 1% Jacobsen points out that if you are wise, according to God's standard,
\ you will show it by a holy and meek life. The wisdom which is from above
seeks purity in Himself and pea ith others.

20. The gexenth word is the word" Imipartial .

21. James has had some things to say about the matter of showing partiality.

22, The word has the idea of being undivided or single-minded, making no
distinctions, It is a person who has fixed princi

conviction. He is the opposite of the double-minded man who is unstable

in all of his ways or the person showing pcrhall'ry who is divided in his mind.
23, The en characteristic is' free frofi insincerity or withoutshypocrisy’. The

wisdom from above is not phony. It does not deal in deception or deceit for its
*\\&V\ \Ci own ends. It is not a wisdom clever at putting on disguises and concealing
its real aims and motives.

24, This is jus t the osite of what we have seen in Verse 14, "But if you are
/) Qeﬁ\ having bi } d selfish ambition i eart, stop boasting and__

(o d\‘g lying against the truth."
" g

{(avé?a
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A 25 If we are going fo-follow-James" Pointers for Progregsand especially

No. 7, Grow in Good Judgment, it will be necessary for us to seek

the Lord for this wisdom in Verse 17 so that our lives will be characterized
by these things which have been stated here in this verse. Once again

we can see that this is not something which we can produce in our selves,
but it is produced by the Spirit of God and is given as a gift to those who

are humble enough to receive it and recognize they have a need.
Verse Eighteen: And the fruit of righteoucnesc i< bei . ;

a

1. Robertson points out that this verse is a summary of all that he has had to
say thus far. "They who make peace show a likeness to God, the great
Maker of peace.

2, Bsglm 1.3 "And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water that
bringeth forth its fruit in its season. Its leaves also shall not wither and
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. " V :

3. Proverbs | 1:30 "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life and he that
winneth souls is wise." )
4, Paul says in Philippigns 1:1]1 "Being filled with the fruits of righteousness

which are by Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God."

B Hebrews 12:11. "Now no chastening for the present seems to be joyous but
grievous. Nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness
unto them who are exercised by it."

) s Ba Where there is bitterness and strife, there is a barren and sterile soul in which
p 4\\\“‘/' the seeds of righteousness can never grow and out of which no reward can ever
th ,{‘_':5( come. The person responsible for the strife and bitterness and disturbing personal
\"\ ( -

SIS relationships has cut himself off from the reward which God gives to those who
&N’Iéﬂl lLve His life. Without right relationships between man and man and man andGed,
» there can no righteousness exist.
2 CONCLUSION: If our lives to this point have been governed by the wisdom which
ol is from below, it would be well for us to pause and confess this to the Lord and deal
b?ﬁ‘ \é& with our phonyness and tell Him that we long fo have that wisdom described in Versel7
W which is from above in our lives, |tis onl

e
to do anything without ist n we lay aside our ambition, crucify our
rejudices, die to - i ctual ch a ide that we can

look yp into His lovely face and say "lLord Jesus, | live, yet not |."
hesSontss

TCSJ' ® lA)\Sclcw- VEF’CC"" Y oww ‘euel oF Ma-[-umi\/;
T-QVV\D* @ TElER Pove ‘\’u.)o \(\“cls ot Luls(lm

WWA @ Is -\Qu h.)\SAow.. {:Ya'w ALNUQ eLﬂ—"‘aL‘Leﬂ'Z,t

LOUf ‘t’au.w \\Ft v

Frut @ of He 8- (_‘/Lllfac_lfrl‘slv‘c; oF S
YU :
Tbvxque LU\S:L-M Frove— Aboue_ . How ma‘_“‘ A

‘ N -‘e"“;‘" 1 Your l\(e_
: vei 6, wi‘f"*fvz‘*“‘ Frowe Motunhy L Cxpencuee
Solomen pavel & Wiske






