
 
 
 
 

STUDIES IN THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 
 

STUDY NUMBER SEVENTEEN - HEBREWS 10:1-18 
 
 
TEXT: 
 
v. 1  For the Law, having a shadow of the good things about to be, and not the 
very form of things, is never able by means of the same sacrifices which they 
are offering year after year, make perfect those who are drawing near. 
v. 2  Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because those who 
are worshipping, having once been cleansed, would no longer be having a 
consciousness of sin? 
v. 3  But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. 
v. 4  For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to be taking away 
sins. 
v. 5  Therefore when He is coming into the world, He is saying, "Sacrifice and 
offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 
v. 6  in whole burnt offerings and [sacrifices] for sin you took no pleasure. 
v. 7  Then I said, 'Behold I am coming, (In the roll of the book it has been 
written concerning me) to do your will, O God.'" 
v. 8  After saying above, "Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices for sin you did not desire, nor have pleasure [in them]" (which 
are being offered according to the Law), 
v. 9  then He said, "Behold, I am coming to do your will."  He is taking away 
the first in order that He might establish the second. 
v.10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 
v.11 And every priest has stood daily ministering and offering time after time 
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 
v.12 but He, when He offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at 
the right hand of God, 
v.13 then waiting until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet. 
v.14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are 
sanctified. 
v.15 And the Holy Spirit also is bearing witness to us; for after having said, 
v.16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, the 
Lord is saying: I am putting my laws upon their hearts, and upon their mind 
I will write them, 
v.17 and their sins and their lawless deeds I will positively not remember any 
more." 
v.18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any 
offering for sin. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
 
(Humorous Cowboy Poetry: A Knee-Slappin’ Gathering edited by staff 

members) 
 
Jim Ross  
Stevensville, Montana 
 

Jim was born on a ranch “a long time ago” in the Bull Mountains of 
Montana.  He has written and published three books of cowboy poetry 
and has been a featured poet at numerous poetry gatherings.  Much of 
his poetry, he says, “comes from true experiences on the ranch and the 
rest ‘just comes.’” 
 

Dear Doctor (A Letter)  
 

I sure hate bothering a man like you, 
 But this cowboy is in an awful stew; 
I’ve not penned a note since my daddy died, 
 Still my feelings are such that I can’t hide. 
 
Since taking Elixer, it’s done wonders for me; 
 There’s a glint in my eye, a spring in my knee. 
I’m ninety years old and terrible in love; 
 I so want to marry my turtledove. 
 
She’s just twenty-five, a chick of delight, 
 But I must confess a degree of fright; 
My good friends advise that such an engage 
 Just might prove fatal, this diff’rence in age. 
 
Our affair is torrid; what shall I do? 
 I’ll wait with intent an answer from you; 
Please hurry it up, and I will abide, 
 But we so want to wed; I want a bride. 
 
It wasn’t too long there came in the mail 
 An envelope posted from Doc MacPhail; 
Slim scanned the letter, then read it aloud 
 To his concerned friends, that revered crowd. 
 
“Take the Elixer and double the dose, 
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 Marry the maiden, then hold her real close; 
Treat her as equal and query no whys, 
 Let nature prevail; if she dies, she dies.” 

pp. 138-9 
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(Even Eagles Need a Push by David McNally) 
 

Not only must you know what you want, but you must really want 
what you want, if you are to get what you want. 

p. 120 
 
 
We can begin to understand that what is truly magnificent is the person who, 
no matter what cards of life he or she was dealt, still wins because the game 
is played with acceptance, intelligence, wit, humor, and integrity. 
p. 145 
 
 
 
(Chicken Soup for the Soul: 101 Stories to Open the Heart and Rekindle the 

Spirit by Jack Canfield & Mark Victor Hansen) 
 
   Mother To Son 

 
Well, son, I’ll tell you: 
Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair. 
It’s had tacks in it. 
And splinters, 
And boards torn up, 
And places with no carpet on the floor-- 
Bare. 
But all the time 
I’se been a-climbin’ on, 
And reachin’ landin’s 
And turnin’ corners, 
And sometimes goin’ in the dark 
Where there ain’t been no light. 
So, boy, don’t you turn back, 
Don’t you set down on the steps 
‘Cause you finds it’s kinder hard. 
Don’t you fall now-- 
For I’se still goin’, honey, 
I’se still climbin’ 
And life for me ain’t been no crystal stair. 

pp. 239-40 
 
 
“Passionate people embrace what they love and never give up.” 

Danielle Kennedy 
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p. 240 
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(Storms of Perfection: In Their Own Words by Andy Andrews) 
 
The way to get ahead in life is just keep pluggin’ away, never give up, don’t 
accept defeat, keep pushing, onward & upward! 

Phyllis Diller 
(Entertainer) 

p. 77 
 
 
Many people have proven throughout history that great accomplishments 
seemed at first impossible. 
 
I would like to leave the reader with two thoughts: 
 

1. You can attain any goal in life if you commit  
 yourself to that goal and if you are willing to 
 sacrifice to reach it. 
 
2. Don’t let others set your limits; the only one 
 who can stop you is you yourself. 

Ken Stabler 
(Former NFL Quarterback) 

p. 82 
 
 
 
(Politically Incorrect: The Emerging Faith Factor in American Politics by 

Ralph Reed) 
 
 Finally, we must persist.  Political change does not occur in one 
election, one Congress, or even one decade.  Religious conservatives 
sometimes think that if they will roll up their sleeves and get involved for a 
short period of time, they can solve all the country's problems and then 
return to their churches and homes.  Jerry Falwell once told me, "The thing 
about Christians is that when they lose, they quit.  And when they win, they 
quit.  They just quit." 
p. 253 
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(The Hidden Price of Greatness by Ray Beeson & Ranelda Mack Hunsicker) 
 
 A period of improvement came only to be followed by worse attacks 
than ever.  A stroke paralyzed Charles’ right side.  Lettie grew more and 
more exhausted.  Then peace came flooding over her, refreshing her weary 
spirit and body.  “Lord, I have no request; I have no desire.  My will is lost in 
Thine,” she prayed.  
 Later, standing beside Charles’s bed, she quoted  
Psalm 23 to him. 
 “Am I a lamb?” he asked. 
 “Yes, you are, Charlie.  You are God’s lamb.” 
 “I am a sick lamb,” he said in a whisper.  “I don’t want to go and leave 
you alone in this cruel world, Lettie.”  She leaned down to accept his kiss and 
then retreated to pray. 
 The Lord’s word came to her: “Thy Maker is thy husband.”  So Charles 
was going to his reward, healed in the arms of the Great Shepherd, but not in 
Lettie’s arms.  He had been her sweetheart for forty-one years, her husband 
for thirty-five.  Only God could take his place. 
 Soon Charles slipped away into the presence of Jesus, leaving behind 
his body--an empty, shattered husk.  Lettie found his last words to her on a 
slip of paper in his Bible: “Go on with my unfinished task.” 
p. 74 
 
 
 
(The Message: Psalms by Eugene H. Peterson) 
 
Psalm 86 

But you, O God, are both tender and kind, 
 not easily angered, immense in love, 
 and you never, never quit. 
So look me in the eye and show kindness, 
 give your servant the strength to go on, 
 save your dear, dear child! 

p. 123 
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We need to remember that the author to the book of Hebrews is writing to a 
group of Christians who are wanting to quit their Christian commitment and 
go back under Judaism. 
 
 
Their PRAYER is: 
 
 ”Lord, change my circumstances.” 
 
 
And the Lord’s ANSWER is: 
 

”No, but I will change you to suit your circumstances.  My grace is 
sufficient for you.” 

 
 
 
 1. In Hebrews 1 we saw the Christ who is the LAST PROPHET.  He 

brings God’s last message to men. 
 
 2. In chapter 2 we discuss the CONSEQUENCE of ”neglect of this 

great salvation which is ours in Christ.” 
 
 3. In chapter 3 we discuss the SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST OVER 

MOSES. 
 
 4. In chapter 4, the REST THAT IS AVAILABLE TO US BY FAITH.  

If we fail to enter into that rest we will never know the adequacy of 
Christ and what He can do as we face life’s circumstances. 

 
 5. In chapter 5, the PROBLEM WAS ONE OF IMMATURITY AND 

DULLNESS OF HEARING.   
 
 6. In chapter 6 we considered the IMPOSSIBILITY OF REVERSING 

THE WHEELS OF TIME AND NOT GOING ON TO MATURITY.  
There are no rewind buttons on the VCR of life.  We are held 
accountable from new birth to splash down at the Judgment Seat 
of Christ. 

 
 7. In chapter 7 and 8 we considered the SUPERIORITY OF THE 

PRIESTHOOD OF OUR SAVIOR, THE LORD JESUS. 
 

C
o
p
y
rig

h
t ©

 2
0
1
7
 b

y
 B

ib
le

 T
e
a
c
h
in

g
 R

e
s
o
u
rc

e
s
 b

y
 D

o
n
 A

n
d
e
rs

o
n
 M

in
is

trie
s
. T

h
e
 a

u
th

o
r's

 le
c
tu

re
 n

o
te

s
 in

c
o
rp

o
ra

te
 q

u
o

te
d
, p

a
ra

p
h
ra

s
e
d
 a

n
d

 s
u

m
m

a
riz

e
d
 

m
a
te

ria
l fro

m
 a

 v
a
rie

ty
 o

f s
o
u
rc

e
s
, a

ll o
f w

h
ic

h
 h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 a

p
p
ro

p
ria

te
ly

 c
re

d
ite

d
 to

 th
e
 b

e
s
t o

f o
u
r a

b
ility

. Q
u
o

ta
tio

n
s
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 re

s
id

e
 w

ith
in

 th
e

 re
a
lm

 o
f fa

ir u
s
e
. 

It is
 th

e
 n

a
tu

re
 o

f le
c
tu

re
 n

o
te

s
 to

 c
o
n
ta

in
 re

fe
re

n
c
e
s
 th

a
t m

a
y
 p

ro
v
e
 d

iffic
u
lt to

 a
c
c
u
ra

te
ly

 a
ttrib

u
te

. A
n
y
 u

s
e
 o

f m
a

te
ria

l w
ith

o
u

t p
ro

p
e
r c

ita
tio

n
 is

 u
n
in

te
n
tio

n
a
l.



 9 
 

 8. In chapter 9 we have looked together at the SACRIFICE OF 
JESUS CHRIST, our High Priest, who offered Himself once in the 
securing of eternal redemption. 

 
 
This now brings us to a study of Hebrews 10. 
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Wiersbe titles these 18 verses that we are going to be considering in this 
study: 
 
 Forgiveness (1-18).  The sacrifices under the Old covenant brought a 
reminder of sin, not a remission of sin.  The blood of God’s Son took care of 
sin once and for all.  Because there is no more offering for sin, there is also no 
more remembrance of sin (v. 17; Jer. 31:34), and we can rejoice that we have 
a righteous standing before God. 
p. 819 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 In chapter 9 we saw the necessity of His sacrifice; here we see the 
character of His sacrifice.  The first six verses lay the foundation by showing 
the ineffectiveness of the old sacrifices.  We tread here some familiar ground 
in the study of this epistle. 
p. 246 
 
 
 
Griffith Thomas says: 
 
 Here comes the beginning of the end of the argument.  For the purpose 
of making everything thoroughly clear, the truths already stated are 
recapitulated, but with significant and very important additions.  As hitherto 
seen, the repetition of the Jewish sacrifices shows their inefficacy, and the 
sacrifice of Christ is seen to be superior because, He having fulfilled God’s 
will, meets the need for a sacrifice which should take away sin.  In His 
priesthood Jesus Christ mediates a new covenant in virtue of a better 
sacrifice. 
p. 122 
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Montefiore in Black’s commentary says: 
 
 The exposition of the work of Christ has now been nearly completed.  In 
the first half of this chapter the previous arguments are summed up, with 
special emphasis on the one, perfect and sufficient self-oblation of Christ 
compared with the multiplicity of levitical sacrifices.  If the keynote of the 
last chapter was the efficacy of blood offered in sacrifice, the main theme of 
this chapter is the once-for-all character of Christ’s saving death.  Only one 
fresh point in the argument emerges in this section: that God was pleased not 
with the involuntary sacrifices of animals but with the personal freely given 
act of obedience to God’s will which constituted the essence of Christ’s self-
oblation. 
p. 163 
 
 
 
Phillips says: 
 
 But the writer of Hebrews has by no means exhausted what he has to 
say to the Hebrew people about the scope and significance of Calvary.  
Indeed, his thoughts range wider and wider, higher and higher, and embrace 
the flickering shadows of yesterday, the solid realities available in Christ 
today, and the blessed outcome of it all tomorrow. 
 Few passages, even in an epistle which abounds in glorious truths, excel 
this passage for the magnificence of the truth it unfolds. 
p. 133 
 
 
 
English observes: 
 
 The priesthood, the sanctuary, and the ordinances of the Levitical 
dispensation have been contrasted for us, in chapter 9, with the work of 
Christ.  The former were earthly, figurative, and temporary, while the latter 
is heavenly, real, and permanent, wrought once for all.  The whole matter is 
prosecuted still further in the chapter before us, as the epistle now 
emphatically and absolutely declares what heretofore it has implied only (lest 
its Jewish readers be prejudiced by too early an assertion), that the sacrifices 
of the Mosaic order were unfitted and inefficient to blot out sin. 
p. 283 
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Lane titles these verses: 
 
The Ultimate Character of Christ’s Single, Personal Sacrifice for Sins (10:1-
18) 
p. 252 
 
 
 The exposition in 10:1-18 brings the strictly cultic argument in Hebrews 
to a close.  The writer’s specific concern is with the purging of the conscience 
(cf. 9:9, 14).  The sacrifices prescribed by the law were incapable of achieving 
decisive purgation; they could not remove the consciousness of sins (10:1-4).  
Their ineffectiveness in this regard exposed a fundamental weakness in the 
cultic provisions of the old covenant.  The law was effectively precluded from 
becoming the organ of salvation.  This realization demonstrated the necessity 
for the enactment of the new covenant, with its promise that God will not 
remember sins any longer, as the true organ of salvation (10:15-18). 
p. 259 
 
 
The argument serves to sharpen an appreciation of the ultimate character of 
Christ’s single, personal sacrifice for sins.  It also establishes a context for 
defining the blessings of the new covenant that were secured through his 
death. 
p. 259 
 
 
 
Westcott titles these verses: 
 
 The Old Sacrifices and the New: the abiding efficacy of Christ’s One 
Sacrifice (c. x. 1-18). 
 In the preceding section the writer of the Epistle has pointed out the 
completeness of the one single High-priestly work of Christ in comparison 
with the crowning service of the Old Covenant on the Day of Atonement.  He 
once for all was offered (c. ix. 28); and in due time, coming forth from the 
Divine Presence, He will proclaim the consummation of His work.  Thus He 
stands in sharp contrast to the Levitical High-priests.  Their work was 
repeated because it was essentially imperfect.  In other words, that which 
seemed to give it special attractiveness and power, as appealing sensibly to 
the worshipper year by year by a visible and impressive service, was a sign of 
its inefficacy and transitoriness to those who looked deeper. 
p. 303 
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Hewitt says: 
 
As the author draws his theological discussion to a close, he recapitulates 
former truths and makes certain additions to bring out the superiority of 
Christ’s sacrifice over the ritual system of the old covenant.  The sacrifices of 
the old covenant, though many, were inadequate.  Christ’s sacrifice, though 
one, was fully adequate (1-4).  Animal sacrifices could never fulfil God’s will; 
yet only by the fulfilment of His will could sin be put away.  Christ 
accomplished this (5-10).  The high priests stood continually as servants in 
the holy place, for their work was not finished.  The great High Priest sits in 
God’s presence, for by the one offering of Himself He has finished His work 
(11-14).  Scripture testifies that there is no further need of offerings for sin 
(15-18). 
p. 154 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
Our Lord’s superior priesthood belongs to a better order--Melchizedek’s and 
not Aaron’s.  It functions on the basis of a better covenant--the New 
Covenant--and in a better sanctuary, in heaven.  But all of this depends on 
the better sacrifice, which is the theme of this chapter. 
p. 109 
 
 
 
Draper makes the following comments: 
 
 It is not possible for the shedding of an animal’s blood to atone for or 
take away the moral depravity of the human heart.  Such sacrifice never did 
take sin away.  It is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take 
away sins.  This passage of Scripture explains why that is true, and it gives 
us some very sharp insights into our own worship experience today.  The 
sacrifices of the Old Testament were for ceremonial cleanliness and 
purification.  They did not forgive sins.  The old covenant sacrifices looked 
forward to the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
p. 251 
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Kistemaker points out: 
 
 The author of Hebrews is about ready to furnish additional proof from 
Scripture that Jesus had come to set aside the numerous offerings for sin.  
God had prepared a body for Jesus, who appeared to do God’s will.  And by 
his sacrifice Christ effectively removed sin.  The difference between the 
sacrifices offered during the Levitical era and the one and only sacrifice of 
Christ is profound. 
pp. 271-2 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee points out: 
 
 Without a chapter break, the writer of this epistle continues with the 
subject of the superior sacrifice. . . . 
As he concluded chapter 9 the writer said that if Christ had failed to save in 
His death at His first coming, there would be nothing afterward but 
judgment. 
p. 571 
 
 
 
Pink points out: 
 
 In the first four verses of our present chapter the apostle was moved to 
press upon the Hebrews the insufficency of the Levitical sacrifices to bring 
about those spiritual and eternal effects that were needed in order for poor 
sinners being fitted to stand before God as accepted worshippers.  His design 
in so doing was to pave the way for setting before them the dire need for the 
absolute sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice. 
p. 42 
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Wiersbe begins his exposition with this story: 
 
 A teenage boy, whose mother was away on a visit, found himself with 
time on his hands.  He decided to read a book from the family library.  His 
mother was a devout Christian, so the boy knew there would be a sermon at 
the beginning and an application at the end of the book, but there would also 
be some interesting stories in between. 
 While reading the book, he came across the phrase ”the finished work of 
Christ.”  It struck him with unusual power.  ”The finished work of Christ.” 
 ”Why does the author use this expression?” he asked himself.  ”Why not 
say the atoning or the propitiatory work of Christ?”  (You see, he knew all the 
biblical terms.  He just did not know the Saviour!)  Then the words ”It is 
finished” flashed into his mind, and he realized afresh that the work of 
salvation was accomplished. 
 ”If the whole work was finished and the whole debt paid, what is there 
left for me to do?”  He knew the answer and fell to his knees to receive the 
Saviour and full forgiveness of sins.  That is how J. Hudson Taylor, founder 
of the China Inland Mission, was saved. 
p. 108 
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v. 1  For the Law, having a shadow of the good things about to be, and not the 
very form of things, is never able by means of the same sacrifices which 
they are offering year after year, make perfect those who are drawing 
near. 

 
 
Someone has titled this section: 
 
 “THE OLD ORDER: A SHADOW OF THE REALITY” 
 
 
This is where our author begins in verse 1. 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 By virtue of its anticipatory character, the Law could never . . . make 
perfect those who draw near to worship.  By ”make perfect” the writer did 
not mean sinless perfection.  As the following discussion shows, he was 
concerned with that definitive removal of guilt which makes free access to 
God possible for worshipers who trust in the sufficiency of the Cross. 
p. 803 
 
 
The word ”FOR” takes us back to: 
 
Hebrews 9:26 
 

Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of 
the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been 
manifested for putting away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

 
 
 
In the passage under consideration, it is the: 
 
 WILL OF GOD that is dominate in verses 1-9,  
 
 WORK OF CHRIST in verses 10-14, and the 
 
 WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT in verses 15-18. 
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In MY SEMINARY LECTURE NOTES, verses 1-4 are titled: 
 
 ”THE INSUFFICIENCY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT SACRIFICES” 
 
 
These words were also written: 
 
Mosaic sacrifices could not bring perfection for they had to be repeated which 
shows: 

 
1. Their insufficency, 
 
2. They set forth the need they did not satisfy; and 
 
3. Which they could not satisfy. 

 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
 The very nature of the Old Covenant sacrifices made them inferior.  The 
Law was only ”a shadow of good things to come” and not the reality itself.  
The sacrificial system was a type or picture of the work our Lord would 
accomplish on the cross.  This meant that the system was temporary, and 
therefore could accomplish nothing permanent.  The very repetition of the 
sacrifices day after day, and the Day of Atonement year after year, pointed 
out the entire system’s weakness. 
p. 109 
 
 
 
Kistemaker quotes Augustus M. Toplady: 
 

How vast the benefits divine 
which we in Christ possess! 
We are redeemed from guilt and shame 
and called to holiness. 

p. 272 
 
 
 
Hewitt comments: 
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 The law contains a shadowy outline of good things to come.  Its 
sacrificial system reminded the Israelites of sin and revealed the need of 
atonement, and thus prepared the way for the higher revelation of grace in 
the gospel. 
p. 154 
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From MY SEMINARY LECTURE NOTES: 
 
The shadow then is a reference to a ROUGH OUTLINE.  There is non-reality 
in the Law.  The reality was to come.  The whole Levitical order was 
anticipatory. 
 
 
 
Westcott says: 
 
For as having a shadow only of the good things to come, not the very image of 
the objects, the Law can never, by the same sacrifices which they--the 
appointed ministers of the system--offer year by year, in a continually 
recurring cycle, make perfect for ever those who come to God on the way 
which it opens. 
p. 303 
 
 
 
Westcott says further: 
 
The identical repetition was a sign of the powerlessness of the system.  It 
could provide nothing fresh.  And yet further, what it had once done it did 
again.  Evidently therefore the effect was as inadequate as it was 
unalterable. 
p. 305 
 
 
 
Lane says, commenting on the word ”SHADOW”: 
 
Its use suggests that the function of the law was to point forward to that 
which was perfect or complete. 
p. 259 
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Pink points out: 
 
 Because the sacrifices under the old covenant were incapable, in and of 
themselves, to satisfy the claims of a holy God, they were also unable to meet 
the needs of those who brought them.  Because that, of themselves, they 
could not make peace with God, neither could they give peace to the 
conscience of the offerer.  Because they failed to make real atonement for sin, 
they could not cleanse the sinner.  Therefore does the apostle point out that 
the Aaronic offerings were but ”shadows,” that the repetition of them 
intimated their insufficiency, that the fact of unexpiated sin was recalled to 
memory each time a victim was slain, and that inasmuch as it was merely 
the blood of beasts which was shed, it was impossible that such a medium or 
offering could either placate the wrath of God or procure His blessing upon 
those who presented such sacrifices. 
p. 31 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
 ”Shadow is put first emphatically; only a shadow or outline of the 
substantial and eternal blessings promised.  A shadow had no substance; but 
bring before the mind the form of the body from which it is projected!  The 
‘image’ itself is given to us in Christ, a full and permanent embodiment of the 
good things to come” (A. Saphir). 
p. 33 
 
 
 
Pink, speaking on the word ”PERFECTION” in verse 1, says further: 
 
 That ”perfection” which God requires is absolute conformity to His 
moral law, so that not only is there no guilt of transgression resting upon us, 
but a full, flawless, and rewardable obedience to our account.  How 
impossible it was for the slaying of beasts to secure this is self-evident. 
p. 35 
 
 
 
Richards says: 
 
 The Law was ”incapable of perfecting” those who offered the annual 
sacrifices.  If the worshipers had been really cleansed, the Law’s sacrifices 
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would have been discontinued for the people would ”no longer have felt guilty 
for their sins” (vv. 1-2). 
p. 93
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Lenski reminds us: 
 
”Shadow” recalls 8:2; also Col. 2:17, where, however, the reference is broader. 
p. 323 
 
 
 
He speaks further on verse 1 by saying: 
 
This ceaseless repetition, which is prescribed by the law itself, is the plainest 
sort of evidence for the fact that the goal is never reached thereby. 
p. 324 
 
 
 
Wuest points out: 
 
Skian (shadow) is in the emphatic place, as that characteristic of the law 
which determines its inadequacy.  ‘A shadow’ suggests indefiniteness and 
unsubstantiality; a mere indication that a reality exists. 
pp. 171-2 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 They were shadows and could only reflect the very form of the good 
things to come, the realities of the privileges and blessings of salvation.  The 
law only pictured these things.  The old rituals and practices ”are a mere 
shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ”  
(Col. 2:17).  Christ is the fulfillment of the good things to come: forgiveness, 
peace, a clear conscience, security, and, above all, access to God.  These 
blessings were only pictured in the Old Covenant, they were never realized. 
p. 247 
 
 
 
Montefiore in Black’s commentary says: 
 
 The impotence of the Law finds expression in the multiplicity of its 
sacrifices.  Probably the author is still at this stage thinking of the Day of 
Atonement, following up his train of thought from the last chapter. 
p. 164 
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Phillips says: 
 
 In the Old Testament era, the Israelites had only shadows.  The 
substance is in Christ.  The shadow of a key cannot unlock a prison door; the 
shadow of a meal cannot satisfy a hungry man; the shadow of Calvary cannot 
take away sin. 
p. 134 
 
 
 
Hughes uses the following illustration to help us understand this 1st verse: 
 
 Soon after I began to date my future wife, Barbara, I obtained her 
picture--a beautiful black-and-white 8 x 10 photograph taken the year before 
we met--and it immediately became an item of pre-nuptial “worship.”  It was 
one of those bare-shouldered, sorority-style pictures so popular at the time.  
She looked like an angel floating in the clouds.  It became my portable hope, 
most often sitting on my desk, sometimes in my car, at other times propped 
in front of my plate and my love-struck eyes. 
 However, the day came when we stood before God and our families and 
friends and pledged our lives to each other as she became mine.  Suddenly I 
had gone from the possession of a one-dimensional portrait to the possession 
of the real thing, who smiled, talked, and laughed--a real, three-dimensional 
wife--a living, life-loving soul!  And the picture?  It remained just as 
beautiful, but from then on it received relatively scant attention. 
 But imagine that one day I appear before my wife holding the black-
and-white photograph, and I say, ”My dear, I’ve missed your picture, and I’m 
going back to it.  I really am attached to the silhouette and the monochrome 
shading and the matte finish.”  Then I passionately kiss the glass protecting 
the photograph, clutch it to my chest, and exit mumbling my devotion to the 
picture--”I love you, O photograph of my wife.  You’re everything to me.” 
 People’s suspicions that pastors are weird would be confirmed.  Time to 
call for the men in the white jackets! 
 How absurd for anyone, once having the substance, to go back to the 
shadow.  Yet, some in the early church were forsaking the Covenant of Grace 
for the Old Covenant of the Law. 
p. 19 
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Lange quotes Menken in his commentary: 
 
So long as man does not possess the offering itself, but only a shadow of it, so 
long he must fail of true reconciliation.  A shadow can never give that which 
lies only in the substance. 
p. 169 
 
 
Galatians 2:16 
 

nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ 
Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works 
of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.  

 
Romans 3:19-24 
 

Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are 
under the Law, that every mouth may be closed, and all the world may 
become accountable to God; because by the works of the Law no flesh 
will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge 
of sin.  But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been 
manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who 
believe; for there is no distinction; for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 

 
 
We ask ourselves the QUESTION: 
 

Why was it necessary for Christ to come and to give His life? 
 

 
The REASON is seen here in verse 1: 
 

”FOR THE LAW, HAVING A SHADOW OF THE GOOD THINGS 
ABOUT TO BE.” 
 

 
The Law is never able to: 
 
 ”MAKE PERFECT THOSE WHO ARE DRAWING NEAR.” 
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The writer uses a POSITIVE and a NEGATIVE. 
 
The POSITIVE: 
 

”THE LAW, HAVING A SHADOW OF THE GOOD THINGS ABOUT 
TO BE.” 

 
The NEGATIVE: 
 
 ”NOT THE VERY FORM OF THINGS.” 
 
 
I think it is important for us in verse 1 to see: 
 
 ”THE LAW IS NEVER ABLE”  
 
and let us stay focused on those 2 WORDS: 
 
 ”NEVER ABLE.” 
 
 
THE INSTRUMENT OF THE LAW IS THE SACRIFICE.   
 
 
”THE LAW IS NEVER ABLE BY MEANS OF THE SAME SACRIFICES 
WHICH THEY ARE OFFERING [continually] YEAR AFTER YEAR, MAKE 
PERFECT THOSE WHO ARE DRAWING NEAR.” 
 
 
Man is prone to sacrifice, to demonstrate his conviction and commitment.  
Whether it be time or money or whatever.  
 
 
Jesus warned in the SERMON ON THE MOUNT: 
 
Matthew 7:21-23 
 

"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of 
heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.  Many 
will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 
name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform 
many miracles?'  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; 
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.' 
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”THE LAW IS NEVER ABLE BY MEANS OF THE SAME SACRIFICES [to] 
MAKE PERFECT THOSE WHO ARE DRAWING NEAR.” 
 
 
You see, the requirement to be acceptable by God is perfection.  There is no 
hope for that from the human point of view. 
 
 
Romans 3:23 
 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
 
 
“THE LAW IS NEVER ABLE [to] MAKE PERFECT THOSE WHO ARE 
DRAWING NEAR.” 
 
 
Those people who are “DRAWING NEAR” are wanting ACCESS and 
ACCEPTANCE into God’s presence and the Law cannot do that. 
 
 
All the Law can do is to condemn and to judge a man.  There is no hope for 
the human race unless God does something. 
 
 
 
Roy Hession in his book From Shadow to Substance has the following poem: 
 

Under the law with its ten-fold lash, 
  Learning, alas, how true, 
That the more I tried, the sooner I died, 
  While the law cried, You! You! You! 
 
Hopelessly still did the battle rage, 
  O, wretched man, my cry, 
And deliverance I sought, by some penance bought, 
  While my heart cried, I! I! I! 
 
Then came a day when my struggling ceased, 
  And trembling in every limb, 
At the foot of the tree, where One died for me, 
  My heart cried, Him! Him! Him! 

p. 77 
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Stedman offers the following prayer related to this verse: 
 

”Our Father, though it may take us many years of struggle and effort to 
learn this principle of ceasing from our own efforts and resting quietly 
upon Your ability to work in us, nevertheless, Lord, when we learn it, 
what release, what relief there is, what a joy to stop our straining, 
fretful, petulant efforts to please You and do something for You, and 
simply to rest upon Your willingness to do everything in and through us.  
What grace, Lord, to make this known to us.  We pray that we may 
learn to rest upon this new arrangement and thus be equipped to enter 
into every situation, face any circumstance or any problem with the 
adequacy which is Yours, available to us. 
In Christ’s name, 
Amen.” 

p. 161 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee in his little book The Cross Is God’s Christmas Tree says: 
 
Dr. Griffith Thomas, that great Bible teacher of years ago, made this 
statement: ”Christianity is the religion of access.”  I do not know if this 
impresses you, but do you know that all the religions of the world shut man 
out from God?  Religions are nothing but a maze of ritual and liturgy that 
have never guaranteed any man’s entrance into the presence of God.  In fact, 
religion stops man and blocks the way until he does something or pays 
something. 
 Even in the Old Testament man did not have access to God.  The 
Tabernacle shut man out.  There were three entrances, but there were also 
three closed gates.  No ordinary man ever went into the holy of holies.  No 
Israelites, except the high priest, ever went there, and he but once a year, 
and then only with blood according to the specific instructions of the almighty 
God.  A careful study of the Tabernacle will reveal the fact that the wonderful 
Person who came to this earth over 1900 years ago actually shut man out 
from God until He went to the cross and died for the sins of the world. 
p. 10 
 
 

C
o
p
y
rig

h
t ©

 2
0
1
7
 b

y
 B

ib
le

 T
e
a
c
h
in

g
 R

e
s
o
u
rc

e
s
 b

y
 D

o
n
 A

n
d
e
rs

o
n
 M

in
is

trie
s
. T

h
e
 a

u
th

o
r's

 le
c
tu

re
 n

o
te

s
 in

c
o
rp

o
ra

te
 q

u
o

te
d
, p

a
ra

p
h
ra

s
e
d
 a

n
d

 s
u

m
m

a
riz

e
d
 

m
a
te

ria
l fro

m
 a

 v
a
rie

ty
 o

f s
o
u
rc

e
s
, a

ll o
f w

h
ic

h
 h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 a

p
p
ro

p
ria

te
ly

 c
re

d
ite

d
 to

 th
e
 b

e
s
t o

f o
u
r a

b
ility

. Q
u
o

ta
tio

n
s
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 re

s
id

e
 w

ith
in

 th
e

 re
a
lm

 o
f fa

ir u
s
e
. 

It is
 th

e
 n

a
tu

re
 o

f le
c
tu

re
 n

o
te

s
 to

 c
o
n
ta

in
 re

fe
re

n
c
e
s
 th

a
t m

a
y
 p

ro
v
e
 d

iffic
u
lt to

 a
c
c
u
ra

te
ly

 a
ttrib

u
te

. A
n
y
 u

s
e
 o

f m
a

te
ria

l w
ith

o
u

t p
ro

p
e
r c

ita
tio

n
 is

 u
n
in

te
n
tio

n
a
l.



 33 
 

v. 2  Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because those who 
are worshipping, having once been cleansed, would no longer be having 
a consciousness of sin? 

 
 
The author now raises the QUESTION in verse 2 about: 
 

”the same sacrifices which they are offering year after year” in verse 1. 
 
 
In his question he is simply saying: 
 
These sacrifices would have ceased if they were truly effective in the 
cleansing of the sinner who brought them. 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The continous sacrifices of the old order which are ”repeated endlessly year 
after year” (v. 1) testify to the Law’s incapacity to “”perfect” its worshipers.  
Far from enabling them to achieve a standing before God in which they 
would no longer have felt guilty for their sins, the yearly rituals (of the Day 
of Atonement) served as a kind of annual reminder of sins, since animal 
blood has no power to take away sins. 
p. 803 
 
 
 
In MY SEMINARY NOTES I found the following: 
 
The Law’s function was to keep alive their sense of sin.  Consciousness or 
remembrance, it was a calling to mind of sins. 
 
 
 
Bruce comments: 
 
 If the old order had been able to bring ”perfection”--access to God 
without the constant necessity of removing the barrier of freshly accumulated 
sin--then surely the sacrifices which belonged to it would have come to an 
end. 
p. 236 
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He says further: 
 
 If the old sacrificial order had possessed true cleansing efficacy--that is 
to say, if it had been able to cleanse the conscience--then the worshipers 
would have enjoyed unrestricted communion with God.  It is the presence of 
sin in the conscience that hinders such communion; “if I had cherished 
iniquity in my heart,” said the psalmist, “the Lord would not have listened” 
(Ps. 66:18).  The implication of our author’s argument is that the true inward 
cleansing is permanently effective and therefore unrepeatable. 
p. 236 
 
 
 
Owen says: 
 
If those sacrifices could have made the worshippers perfect, God would have 
appointed them to be offered but once, and no more.  Their constant 
repetition gave them no virtue to make an atonement for sin.  If at any time 
they could have done so, they would then at once have ceased to be offered. 
p. 186 
 
 
 
Griffith Thomas says: 
 
If the sinner has offered a sufficient atonement, there would have been no 
need of more, and therefore there would have been no fear of doubt.  As it 
was, the constant repetition involved constant questioning.  ”He who is 
obliged to take a medicine every hour to keep life in him cannot be said to be 
cured” (Govett). 
p. 123 
 
 
 
Kistemaker observes: 
 
 The author’s rhetorical question demands a positive answer: yes, they 
would have stopped.  But among the people of Israel who lived before and 
after the exile, the art of offering sacrifices to God had become a mechanical 
deed.  It was no longer a matter of a personal relationship with God. 
p. 273 
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Hewitt makes a similar observation: 
 
 If the worshipper had been truly cleansed from his sins, he should have 
had no more conscience (or consciousness) of sins, and there would be no 
further need of sacrifice.  The repetition of sacrifice, however, shows that 
consciousness of sins remains.  Therefore the worshipper is not cleansed; he 
is not made perfect. 
p. 155 
 
 
 
Westcott says much the same thing: 
 
 The inefficacy of the sacrifices is proved by their repetition.  If it be said 
that the repeated sacrifice dealt only with the later sins; the answer is that 
we have to deal with sin and not with sins only: to be assured that our true 
relation with God has been re-established.  A sacrifice which effects this for 
humanity, and we need no less, cannot be repeated. 
pp. 305-6 
 
 
 
Lane says: 
 
A decisive cleansing of the conscience is a prerequisite for unhindered access 
to God (10:22), and this has been achieved only through the sacrifice of 
Christ. 
p. 261 
 
 
 
Lange says: 
 
 The actual deliverance of the conscience from the stain and burden of 
sin, is accomplished neither through human services, nor through legal 
sacrifices, but only through the blood of Jesus Christ. 
p. 169 
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John tells us in the Epistle of 1 John that as a result of receiving Jesus 
Christ as Savior and experiencing His forgiveness, in 1 John 4:17 says: 
 

By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in the 
day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world. 

 
 
Our conscience will not rise up to judge us in that day. 
 
 
 
F. B. Meyer points out: 
 
There is no necessity to ask repeatedly for forgiveness for the sins that have 
been once confessed and forgiven.  God does not accuse us of them.  We need 
not accuse ourselves.  God does not remember them.  We may well forget 
them, save as incentives to gratitude and humility.  There is a daily need for 
fresh confession of recent sin but when once the soul realizes the 
completeness of Christ’s work on its behalf, it cries with great joy.  As far as 
the east is from the west, so far as He removed our transgressions from us. 
 
 
 

Once for all, O sinner, receive it; 
Once for all, O brother, believe it; 
Cling to the cross, the burden will fall, 
Christ has redeemed us, once for all. 

 
 
(”Once For All” by P. P. Bliss. Inspiring Hymns compiled by Alfred B. Smith.  

Grand Rapids, MI: Singspiration, Inc. Copyright - Alfred B. Smith, 
1951. #112) 
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Our daughter, Becky, is a diabetic.  As a result of kidney failure, she had to 
go on dialysis.  Now the process of dialysis will not affect a cure.  Therefore, 
the process must be repeated at least two or three times a week in order for 
the blood to be cleansed and for life to continue.  The dialysis machine has no 
capacity to affect a permanent cure.  By its continuous repetition it 
demonstrates that. 
 
The joy came when a new kidney was made available to Becky and her life 
has been extended these many years because of the kidney which she 
received and now carries on the function in her body so that she can continue 
to live. 
 
She, by the way, has no need to keep her appointments with the dialysis 
machine because of this new kidney. 
 
 
 
v. 3  But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. 
 
 
 
Westcott says: 
 
The thought of sin is brought home in various aspects by the whole system of 
sacrifice year by year. 
p. 307 
 
 
 
Thomas says: 
 
The word ”remembrance” means ”an awakening of mind rather than an 
external making of remembrance” (Nairne).  It is the same word that is used 
by our Lord in instituting the Last Supper, ”in remembrance of Me,” and the 
contrast is very striking.  When we ”remember” Him, we are recalling One 
who has blotted out our sins and remembers them no more (8:12). 
p. 123 
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Barclay says: 
 
So far from purifying a man from his sin, all that they do is remind him that 
he is not purified and that his sins still stand between him and God.  Let us 
take a man as an analogy.  Suppose a man is ill.  A bottle of medicine is 
prescribed for him.  If that medicine is efficacious and effects a cure, 
thereafter every time he looks at the bottle, he will say: ”That is what cured 
me; that is what gave me back my health.”  On the other hand, if the 
medicine is ineffective and if he is in as bad a state as ever, every time he 
looks at the bottle he will simply be reminded that he is ill and that the 
recommended cure was useless and powerless.  So the writer to the Hebrews 
says with prophetic vehemence: ”The sacrifice of animals is powerless to 
purify a man, to take away a man’s sin, to give him access to God; all that 
such sacrifices can do is to go on reminding a man that he is still an uncured 
sinner, and that the barrier of his sin is still between himself and God.”  So 
far from erasing his sin, they underline it. 
p. 126 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
So, actually, what those sacrifices did was to remind the Israelite that the 
sacrificial system was not complete--or they wouldn’t have to come back and 
repeat it every day.  The sacrifices were only a shadow, skian in the Greek, 
meaning ”a hazy outline.”  The old sacrifices were shadow, never substance.  
And, my friend, shadows are not enough.  You can’t live in the shadow of a 
house; you need a house. 
p. 572 
 
 
 
Montefiore in Black’s commentary says: 
 
This may be better than cauterising the conscience  
(1 Tim. iv. 2), but it leads to a pitiable frustration. 
p. 165 
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MacArthur says: 
 
 The old sacrifices not only did not remove sin, but they were a continual 
reminder that they could not.  In those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins 
year by year.  Even the covering of sin was temporary.  It lasted only until 
the next sin.  It was a burdensome, disappointing system. 
 Suppose you get sick and the doctor gives you a prescription.  You get it 
filled and start taking the medicine.  If it works, every time you look at the 
bottle you are happy and are reminded that you are cured, that the sickness 
is gone.  But if it does not work, every time you look at the bottle it reminds 
you that the medicine is ineffective and that you are still sick.  It may 
sometimes give relief from the symptoms, but it does nothing to cure the 
disease.  A person who must take a medicine to stay alive cannot be said to 
be cured. 
p. 249 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
The word ”remembrance” is the translation of anamnesis which speaks of ”a 
calling to mind.”  The memory of sins committed, is revived by the continual 
repetition of the yearly sacrifice on the Day of Atonement.  The sacrifices 
themselves did not satisfy the consciences of the worshippers. 
p. 173 
 
 
Every year when the Day of Atonement rolled around, the nation Israel was 
reminded that the blood of the little lamb could only cover their sins and not 
do away with them.   
 
 
The word ”BUT” forms the contrast to the previous.  In RESPONSE TO THE 
QUESTION to verse 2 about the adequacy of the Law, we have the 
STATEMENT: 
 

”BUT IN THOSE SACRIFICES THERE IS A REMINDER OF SINS 
YEAR BY YEAR.” 
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v. 4  For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to be taking away 
sins. 

 
 
Now here is the REASON that it is only a REMINDER and not a true 
SOLUTION to the sin problem. 
 
 
Here is the reason why the Law is ineffective.  Here is the reason why 
something must be done for the desperate plight of mankind.  Guilty of sin by 
breaking the Law there is absolutely no hope unless God steps in and does 
something. 
 
 
In verse 1 we saw the STATEMENT that: 
 

”the law is never able to make perfect those who are drawing near.” 
 
And now we see: 
 

”IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE BLOOD OF BULLS AND GOATS TO 
BE TAKING AWAY SINS.” 

 
 
NO SACRIFICE ANYONE MAKES WILL EVER ATAIN SALVATION.   
 
Man cannot do it!  God must take the initiative and act. 
 
 
Since the Law sacrifices were doomed to failure, some other means had to be 
found, and a more personal way of reconciliation was required. 
 
 
The UNIVERSAL SIN of mankind and only God taking action can solve the 
problem. 
 
 
NO SACRIFICE ANYONE MAKES WILL EVER ATTAIN SALVATION! 
 
 
The Law could do no more than to bring sins to mind. 
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Lane says: 
 
 The reason that the law is incapable of providing decisive purgation to 
those who approach God through the atonement sacrifices (v 1) is supplied in 
the axiomatic statement of v 4.  The two verses are linked together by the 
explanatory clause adunaton gar, ”for it is impossible,” 
 . . . 
p. 261 
 
 
Hebrews 6:4 
 

For it is impossible in the case of those who have once been enlightened 
and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of 
the Holy Spirit, 

 
 
 
Kistemaker says: 
 
 God takes sin seriously.  He is not satisfied with a sacrifice that is 
presented to him without a broken and a contrite heart.  He desires a life of 
obedience and dedication to doing his will.1 
1. Simon J. Kistemaker, The Psalm Citations in the Epistle to the Hebrews (Amsterdam: Van Soest, 1961), p. 126. 

p. 273 
 
 
 
 
Pink says: 
 
 ”For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take 
away sins” (v. 4).  Here the apostle brings to a head that which has been set 
forth in the preceding verses: seeing that the law contained only a ”shadow” 
of real redemption and could not perfect unto perpetuity the worshippers (v. 
1), and seeing that ”conscience of sin” remained (v. 2) as was evidenced by the 
very design of the annual and typical propitiation (v. 3), it therefore 
inevitably followed that it was ”impossible” such sacrifices should ”take 
away” or properly expiate sins.  Such, we take it, is the force of the opening 
”For” here. 
p. 39 
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Hughes quotes that poetic piece: 
 

Not all the blood of beasts 
 On Jewish altars slain, 
Could give the guilty conscience rest 
 Or wash away one stain. 

p. 22 
 
 
 
He says further: 
 
The shadow of the Old Covenant Law and sacrifice inflamed the unrequited 
need for forgiveness and a clear conscience.  The photograph, so to speak, 
pictured what could be and activated an ache for the reality. 
p. 22 
 
 
 
 
McGee says: 
 
The blood of the animal sacrifices only covered over the sins until the Lamb 
of God would come to take away the sin of the world (see John 1:29). 
p. 572 
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v. 5  Therefore when He is coming into the world, He is saying, "Sacrifice and 
offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; 

 
 
 
Therefore since ”it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to be taking 
away sins THEREFORE [in light of what has just been said] WHEN HE 
[Jesus Christ] IS COMING INTO THE WORLD, HE [Jesus] IS SAYING, 
‘SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU DID NOT DESIRE, BUT [in contrast] A 
BODY YOU PREPARED FOR ME;’” 
 
 
NEGATIVELY not ”SACRIFICE AND OFFERING” but POSITIVELY ”A 
BODY YOU PREPARED FOR ME.” 
 
 
A sacrifice will not get it done!  It must be a human body. 
 
 
Oh how significant and important is that phrase: 
 
 ”A BODY YOU PREPARED FOR ME.” 
 
 
WHAT A STATEMENT OF THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST! 
 
 
Isaiah 7:14 
 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with 
child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  

 
 
Here in verse 5 we have the real picture of Christmas. 
 

1. The REASON for Christmas is SIN. 
 
2. The RECORD of Christmas is a SACRIFICE. 
 
3. The RESULT of Christmas is SALVATION. 
 
 

Galatians 4:4, 5 
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But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of 
a woman, born under the Law, in order that He might redeem those 
who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 
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The CHRISTMAS STORY in Luke 1 and 2 is the complete and detailed 
record of a body prepared for Jesus Christ. 
 
 
It is a statement of: 
 
John 1:14 
 

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.  

 
 
It is another way of stating: 
 
Philippians 2:6, 7 
 

who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form 
of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 

 
 
He comes to assume a body that has been prepared for Him in order that He 
might make a perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 
 
 
In my SEMINARY LECTURE NOTES this section (v. 5-10) is titled: 
 
 ”THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST” 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
It was precisely for this reason that an Old Testament prophecy (Ps. 40:6-8) 
recorded the words of the One who would do what God really wanted.  This 
psalm prophetically anticipated some of Christ’s words at his First Advent. 
p. 803 
 
 
In Psalm 110 we had a NEW PRIESTHOOD. 
 
In Jeremiah 31 we had a NEW COVENANT. 
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And now in Psalm 40 we have a NEW SACRIFICE. 
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Kistemaker says: 
 
 The contrast between the Levitical sacrificial system and Christ’s 
sacrifice is summarized in the expression therefore. 
p. 274 
 
 
 
Pink says: 
 
 In the first four verses of our present chapter the apostle was moved to 
press upon the Hebrews the insufficiency of the Levitical sacrifices to bring 
about those spiritual and eternal effects that were needed in order for poor 
sinners being fitted to stand before God as accepted worshippers.  His design 
in so doing was to pave the way for setting before them the dire need for and 
the absolute sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice. 
p. 42 
 
 
 
Pink says further: 
 
 ”When the fulness of the time was come” (Gal. 4:4), when the sinfulness 
of man and his utter helplessness to extricate himself from his dreadful 
misery had been completely demonstrated; when the insufficiency of Judaism 
and the powerlessness of the Levitical sacrifices had been made manifest; 
then it pleased the Son to become incarnate, execute the eternal purpose of 
the Godhead, fulfill the terms of the everlasting covenant, make good the 
prophecies and promises of the O. T. Scriptures, and perform that stupendous 
work which would bring an incalculable revenue of praise to the Triune God, 
glorify Him above all His other works, put away the sins of His people, and 
provide for them a perfect and everlasting righteousness which would entitle 
and fit them to dwell forever in the Father’s House. 
p. 45 
 
 
 
Hughes says: 
 
Actually, Christ’s words here were a quotation from King David taken from a 
paraphrased Greek version of Psalm 40:6-8 (LXX, Psalm 39:7-9).  David had 
spoken it one thousand years earlier, but Christ in Heaven took it and 
reapplied it, so as to describe his own inner thinking and dialogue with the 
Father when he came into the world. 
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p. 22 
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Westcott says: 
 
The one valid sacrifice of the perfect fulfilment of the Will of God offered by 
Christ. 
 In the last paragraph the inefficacy of the Levitical sacrifices has been 
brought out.  In this paragraph Christ’s efficacious sacrifice of Himself is 
placed in contrast with them. 
 The argument is expressed in the language of a Davidic Psalm. 
p. 307 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
It was God who provided the sacrifice and not man.  The quotation is from 
Psalm 40:6-8, and it is applied to Jesus Christ in His incarnation (”when He 
cometh into the world”).  The quotation makes it clear that Jesus Christ is 
the fulfillment of the Old Covenant sacrifices. 
p. 110 
 
 
 
A. T. Robertson says: 
 
The LXX translation has not altered the sense of the Psalm, ”that there was 
a sacrifice which answered to the will of God as no animal sacrifice could” 
(Moffatt). 
p. 407 
 
 
 
Stedman points out: 
 
The false way of living as a Christian is to believe and try harder.  That is 
the Avis Car Rental motto: ”We Try Harder,” and it appears in the common 
attitude, ”I’ll do my best and God will do the rest.”  Now that sounds 
deceptively pious, even sanctimonious and very Christian, but it is utterly 
false! 
p. 163 
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The writer to the Hebrews takes a quotation from Psalm 40.  What then is 
the argument of the writer to the Hebrews?  He has taken the words of that 
Psalm and he has put them in the mouth of Jesus.  What that Psalm says is 
that God does not way animal sacrifices, He wants obedience to His will.  The 
only sacrifice God desires from man is obedience.  In its essence, sacrifice is a 
noble thing.  Sacrifice meant that a man was taking something that was dear 
or precious or valuable to him and giving it to God to show his love. 
 
 
 
Stedman points out: 
 
 God has no interest in ritual, in candles, in prayer books, in beads, in 
chanting, in any ceremony.  Ceremonies mean nothing to God.  What He 
wants is a heart that is His, a life that is His, and a body that is available to 
Him.  That is why Paul in Romans 12:1 says, I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service . . . 
pp. 155-6 
 
 
 
1 Samuel 15:22 
 

But Samuel replied: "Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrificesas much as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  To obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  

 
Psalm 50:14 
 

Sacrifice thank offerings to God, 
 fulfill your vows to the Most High, 
 
 
Psalm 51:16, 17 
 

You do not delight in sacrifice,  
  or I would bring it; 
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
  a broken and contrite heart, 
O God, you will not despise. 
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Hosea 6:6 
 

For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather 
than burnt offerings.  

 
 
Micah 6:6-8 
 

With what shall I come to the Lord And bow myself before the God on 
high?  Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings, With yearling calves?  
Does the Lord take delight in thousands of rams, In ten thousand rivers 
of oil?  Shall I present my first-born for my rebellious acts, The fruit of 
my body for the sin of my soul?  He has told you, O man, what is good; 
And what does the Lord require of you But to do justice, to love 
kindness, And to walk humbly with your God? 

 
 
Isaiah 1:11-13 
 

"The multitude of your sacrifices--what are they to me?" says the Lord.  
"I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of 
fattened animals; I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and 
goats.  When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, 
this trampling of my courts?  Stop bringing meaningless offerings!  Your 
incense is detestable to me.  New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations--I 
cannot bear your evil assemblies.  

 
 
Isaiah 63:3, 4 
 

I have trodden the winepress alone; from the nations no one was with 
me.  I trampled them in my anger and trod them down in my wrath; 
their blood spattered my garments, and I stained all my clothing.  For 
the day of vengeance was in my heart, and the year of my redemption 
has come.  

 
 
Jeremiah 7:21-23 
 

This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ”Go ahead, add 
your burnt offerings to your other sacrifices and eat the meat 
yourselves!  For when I brought your forefathers out of Egypt and spoke 
to them, I did not just give them commands about burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, but I gave them this command: Obey me, and I will be your 
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God and you will be my people.  Walk in all the ways I command you, 
that it may go well with you.” 
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Amos 5:21-24 
 

"I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies.  
Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not 
accept them.  Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have 
no regard for them.  Away with the noise of your songs!  I will not listen 
to the music of your harps.  But let justice roll on like a river, 
righteousness like a never-failing stream!”  

 
 
”SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU DID NOT DESIRE, BUT A BODY YOU 
PREPARED FOR ME” 
 
 
A BODY is prepared for Jesus and a PLACE is being prepared for us (John 
14). 
 
 
 
(When God Whispers Your Name by Max Lucado) 
 
 When my daughter Jenna was six years old, I came upon her standing 
in front of a full-length mirror.  She was looking down her throat.  I asked her 
what she was doing and she answered, "I'm looking to see if God is in my 
heart." 
 I chuckled and turned and then overheard her ask him, "Are you in 
there?"  When no answer came, she grew impatient and spoke on his behalf.  
With a voice deepened as much as a six-year-old can, she said, "Yes." 
 She's asking the right question.  "Are you in there?"  Could it be what 
they say is true?  It wasn't enough for you to appear in a bush or dwell in the 
temple?  It wasn't enough for you to become human flesh and walk on the 
earth?  It wasn't enough to leave your word and the promise of your return?  
You had to go further?  You had to take up residence in us? 
p. 127 
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(When Counseling Is Not Enough by J. Kirk Johnston) 
 
 Leslie Flynn, in his book The Sustaining Power of Hope, relates a 
moving story that beautifully illustrates the perfection of God's timing. 
 

 Toward the end of World War II a young sailor, fresh from the Pacific 
conflict and with limited furlough time, rejoiced when he was allotted a 
seat on a military C-46 out of Alameda Airport headed for Chicago 
where his girlfriend lived.  Gliding through the gateway into the 21-seat 
plane, he buckled his safety belt and relaxed.  The right propeller 
churned the air, then the left.  The chocks were pulled from under the 
wheels.  The plane was about to taxi for the takeoff.  Suddenly outside 
was the stationmaster, wildly waving his arms.  Behind him a vice-
admiral waddled under the weight of two large duffel bags.  "Hold that 
flight," hollered the stationmaster. 
 The sailor's heart sank.  When the door opened, he heard three names, 
one of which was his.  The three were told to get off the plane while the 
vice-admiral and his two bags took the three seats.  Sitting dejectedly on 
the ground as the plane took off, the sailor looked up, "God, why did You 
let this happen to me?  You know I want to get home!" 
 Happily, three hours later the sailor caught another plane for Chicago.  
That evening as the plane descended toward the Kansas City airport for 
a brief stop, huge searchlights flared all around.  "Turn out those 
lights," shouted the pilot over his radio system.  "We don't need them to 
land." 
 "Identify yourself," replied the tower.  "Which flight are you?"  The 
pilot identified his plane. 
 "Where's the flight that left Alameda three hours before you?  It hasn't 
come in yet?" 
 The flight never did come in.  Its wreckage was found in the Rockies 
some days later.  Today, that sailor is a well-known radio announcer, 
Bob Murfin, who emcees the morning commuter-hour program over 
Chicago's Moody radio station, WMBI. 

pp. 180-81 
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v. 6  in whole burnt offerings and [sacrifices] for sin you took no pleasure. 
 
 
He ”TOOK NO PLEASURE” because they did not satisfy Him. 
 
 
 
Wiersbe says: 
 
 Twice in this paragraph, the writer stated that God ”had no pleasure” in 
the Old Covenant sacrifices (see 10:6, 8).  This does not suggest that the old 
sacrifices were wrong, or that sincere worshipers received no benefit from 
obeying God’s law.  It only means that God had no delight in sacrifices as 
such, apart from the obedient hearts of the worshipers.  No amount of 
sacrifices could substitute for obedience. 
p. 111 
 
 
When I make the Father my Master it immediately demands complete 
obedience.  What is sin?  It is His will or my will. 
 
 
 
Lane says: 
 
 God’s dissatisfaction with the conventional sacrificial offerings because 
they failed to express a corresponding desire to obey his will is a recurring 
motif in the prophetic Scriptures . . . The offering that God finds acceptable 
represents devotion from the heart. 
p. 263 
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v. 7  Then I said, 'Behold I am coming, (In the roll of the book it has been 
written concerning me) to do your will, O God.'" 

 
 
 
Kistemaker raises the question: 
 
 Why did the writer of Hebrews quote Psalm 40:6-8?  He found in this 
quotation the best proof to show the reality that puts aside the shadow of the 
Levitical sacrifices.  The sacrifices, only shadows, are not important; 
obedience to God’s will counts.  God delights in obedience (Rom. 12:1-2).  
Moreover, the words ”Here I am, I have come to do your will, O God” have 
been recorded ”in the scroll.” 
pp. 275-6 
 
 
 
Pink says: 
 
The Son was perfectly cognisant of all that was written in that book, for He 
had been ”Counsellor” with the Father.  The term ”volume” is the right 
translation of the Hebrew word ”magillah” in Psa. 40:7, but the Greek word 
”kephalis” ought most certainly to be rendered ”head”--”kephale” occurs 
seventy-six times in the N. T., and is always rendered ”head” elsewhere. 
 A most wondrous and blessed revelation is here made known to us: ”in 
the head of the book” of God’s decrees, at the beginning thereof, it is ”written 
of” Christ!  In that book is recorded the names of all God’s favoured children: 
Luke 10:20, Heb. 12:23; but at the head of them is Christ’s, for ”in all things” 
He must have the ”pre-eminence”  
(Col. 1:18).  Thus, the first name on that heavenly scroll of the Divine decrees 
is that of the Mediator Himself!  So too in the Holy Scriptures, which give us 
a copy, in part, the first name in the O. T. is that of Christ as Creator (Gen. 
1:1 cf. John 1:1-3), and the first name in the N. T. is ”Jesus Christ” (Matt. 
1:1)!  Yes, ”in the head of the Book” it is written of Him. 
p. 56 
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Pink says further: 
 
 Yet one more thought on this precious subject: ”Lo, I come to do Thy 
will, O God.”  Weigh well the verb.  It was not merely that the Son consented 
to passively endure whatever the Father was pleased to lay upon Him, but 
also that He desired to actively perform the work which had been alloted to 
Him.  Though that work involved immeasurable humiliation, untold anguish, 
though it entailed not only Bethlehem’s manger but Calvary’s cross, He 
hesitated not.  As a child, as a Man, in life and in death, He was ”obedient” to 
His God. 
p. 61 
 
 
 
Westcott says: 
 
Obedience is immediate and complete.  This sense of the will of God was, as it 
were, the Master’s call in the heart, and the servant’s answer was in the new 
connexion: ‘Here am I’ (Isa. vi. 8). 
p. 310 
 
 
 
Owen says: 
 
The book itself was a roll; at the head of it, the beginning of it, amongst the 
first things written in it, is this recorded concerning the coming of Christ to 
do the will of God.  Now this can be no other than the first promise, which is 
recorded Gen. iii. 15. 
p. 191 
 
 
 
Stedman says: 
 
 He did not delight in these; He had no interest in them except as they 
taught something.  Well then, what was He after?  What these sacrifices 
pointed to: a human body in which there was a human will which continually 
chose to depend upon an indwelling God to obey a written Word!  That was 
what He was after, that was what God wanted. 
p. 155 
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When our Lord Jesus acted on that principle He allowed the direction of His 
life to come from the Word of God.  Then I said, ”Lo, I have come to do thy 
will, O God,” as it is written of me in the roll of the book (Heb. 10:7). 
p. 156 
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The doing of God’s will is that which equals the perfecting of the New 
Covenant worshippers.   
 
 
Hebrews 5:8 
 

although being a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He 
suffered;  

 
 
John 4:34 
 

Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and 
to accomplish His work.  

 
 
Luke 22:41, 42 
 

And He withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down 
and began to pray, saying, "Father, if Thou art willing, remove this cup 
from Me; yet not My will, but Thine be done."  

 
 
Matthew 6:10 
 

Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
 
 
 
(Perilous Pursuits by Joseph M. Stowell) 
 
 Here are the four essential commitments that Christ lived out in His 
earthly ministry and His death on the cross to purchase our redemption.  He 
was willing to surrender to the Father's will, willing to sacrifice His 
privileges and position, willing to serve, and willing to suffer. 
p. 171 
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(The Life of God in the Soul of Man by Rev. Henry Scougal) 
 
 What an infinite pleasure must it needs be, thus, as it were, to lose 
ourselves in Him, and being swallowed up in the overcoming sense of his 
goodness, to offer ourselves a living sacrifice always ascending unto him in 
flames of love.  Never doth a soul know what solid joy and substantial 
pleasure is, till once, being weary of itself, it renounce all propriety, give 
itself up unto the Author of its being, and feel itself become a hallowed and 
devoted thing, and can say, from an inward sense and feeling: "My beloved is 
mine."  I account all his interest mine own, "and I am his."  I am content to be 
any thing for him, and care not for myself, but that I may serve him.  A 
person moulded into this temper would find pleasure in all the dispensations 
of Providence: temporal enjoyments would have another relish, when he 
should taste the divine goodness in them, and consider them as tokens of love 
sent by his dearest Lord and Maker; and chastisements, though they be not 
joyous but grievous, would hereby lose their sting, the rod as well as the staff 
would comfort him--he would snatch a kiss from the hand that was smiting 
him, and gather sweetness from that severity--nay, he would rejoice that 
though God did not the will of such a worthless and foolish creature as 
himself, yet he did his own will, and accomplished his own designs, which are 
infinitely more holy and wise. 
pp. 71-72 
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v. 8  After saying above, "Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices for sin you did not desire, nor have pleasure [in them]" 
(which are being offered according to the Law), 

 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The writer then expounded the text he had just quoted. 
p. 804 
 
 
Here the writer records what has been said previously, that the Lord ”DID 
NOT DESIRE, NOR TAKE PLEASURE” in that which was ”(BEING 
OFFERED ACCORDING TO THE LAW).” 
 
 
 
Kistemaker says: 
 
 God takes no delight in sacrifices.  He is pleased with the unfaltering 
trust and obedience of his children.  Christ, the Son of God, came into this 
world for the purpose of showing submission and learning ”obedience from 
what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him” (Heb. 5:8-9). 
p. 277 
 
 
 
Lane says: 
 
The repetition of phrases and clauses from the citation indicates the points of 
emphasis in the writer’s reading of the biblical text.  With powerful 
concentration he divides his remarks on the passage into two parts.  In the 
first he underscores the divine rejection of the conventional sacrifices. 
p. 263 
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v. 9  then He said, "Behold, I am coming to do your will."  He is taking away 
the first in order that He might establish the second. 

 
 
Yes, He did say:  
 
 ”BEHOLD, I AM COMING TO DO YOUR WILL.” 
 
And what is that will? 
 

”HE IS TAKING AWAY THE FIRST [that is, the Old Covenant] IN 
ORDER THAT HE MIGHT ESTABLISH THE SECOND”, the New 
Covenant. 

 
 
”HE IS TAKING AWAY” one ”IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT ESTABLISH” 
the other. 
 
 
In the pursuit of the Father’s will He finds that He is “TAKING AWAY THE 
FIRST [that is, the Law] IN ORDER THAT HE MIGHT ESTABLISH THE 
SECOND [that is, grace].”   
 
That is God’s unmerited favor toward us whereby through the death of His 
Son upon Calvary He can render us acceptable and perfect in His presence. 
 
 
 

Free from the law, O happy condition, 
Jesus hath bled, and there is remission; 
Cursed by the law and bruised by the fall, 
Grace hath redeemed us once for all. 
 
Refrain: 
Once for all, O sinner, receive it; 
Once for all, O brother, beleive it; 
Cling to the cross, the burden will fall, 
Christ hath redeemed us once for all. 

 
(”Once For All” by P. P. Bliss. Inspiring Hymns compiled by Alfred B. Smith.  

Grand Rapids, MI: Singspiration, Inc. Copyright - Alfred B. Smith, 
1951. #112) 
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
. . . the author referred to the seting aside of the Old-Covenant sacrifices 
which did not ultimately satisfy God.  What was established was God’s will, 
and it was by that will that we have been made holy through the sacrifice of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
p. 804 
 
 
 
DeHaan says: 
 
He made His will and left us His testament and covenant of grace.  When He 
died He sealed it with His blood.  But here comes the wonder.  He Himself 
has made provision that the terms of the will shall be carried out to the 
letter, for He has appointed Himself as the Administrator.  After sealing the 
will by death, making it legal and effective, He arose to become the Executor.  
Forty days afterward He ascended into heaven to sit on the bench as both 
Administrator and Judge, and He sent His special agent, the Holy Spirit, into 
the world with full authority to carry out the terms of His last will and 
testament. 
p. 130 
 
 
 
Lange quotes Rieger when he says: 
 
 What gave to the sacrifice of Jesus its everlasting value, is that in it all 
was executed according to the direction and will of God. 
p. 173 
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I DON’T FEEL LIKE A VERY GOOD CHRISTIAN 
 
Many committed Christians wrestle with feeling like they’re just not doing 
well in their relationship with God.  The symptoms include: a burning desire 
to please the Lord; a fear, no matter how much you’re doing that it isn’t quite 
enough; a growing anger or frustration in your Christian life; a tendency to 
compare your Christian life with others.  We need to develop rest and 
receiving from God.  His healing of our legalism and its negative emotions 
follows these steps: 1) He lets us become frustrated till we admit our inability 
to pray, to keep commitment to thirst for God.  
2) He convinces us (often through other people) that he loves us.  3) He 
teaches us that he is ultimately responsible for our spiritual growth--he’s 
more concerned than we are.  He will work in us to will and to act according 
to his good purpose (Phil. 2:13). 
 ”I don’t feel like a very good Christian” by Kevin A. Miller.  Today’s 
Christian Woman. Jan/Feb 1989.   
Pages 42-45. 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
 
 
 
(When Counseling Is Not Enough by J. Kirk Johnston) 
 
 The word temptation in this verse can refer to either Satan's 
temptation or God's testing.  The context determines the proper translation.  
However, in a sense the issue of translation is moot.  When Satan tempts us, 
God allows it as a divine test, and whenever God tests us, Satan will seize 
the opportunity to tempt us to sin.  The point is that both satanic temptation 
and divine testing are ultimately in view in 1 Corinthians 10:13.  The 
promise of this verse is that God will not allow us to be tempted or tested 
beyond what we are able to endure. 
 The word able indicates that we have the power and ability (because of 
God's indwelling Spirit) to endure any testing and temptation.  We can resist 
Satan and do what God wants us to do.  Thus, on the basis of God's Word, we 
have to say that no matter how bad things are, Christians should and can 
obey God.  Besides, it is only through obedience to God that genuine and 
lasting healing can come to those who hurt so much.  In saying this I am not 
saying that struggling Christians simply need to be counseled to obey God.  
There are situations when counseling, no matter how correct and well carried 
out, is just not going to be enough. 
p. 75-76 
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(When Heaven Is Silent by Ronald Dunn) 
 

As long as we want to be different from what God wants us to be at the 
time, we are only tormenting ourselves to no purpose. 

Gerhart Tersteegen 
 
The things for which we visit a man were done alone in the dark and 
the cold. 

Henry David Thoreau 
 
But how can God bring this about in me?--Let Him do it and perhaps 
you will know. 

George MacDonald 
p. 13 

 
 
 
(When God Whispers: Glimpses of an Extraordinary God By an Ordinary 

Woman by Carole Mayhall) 
 
The Christian missionary Jim Elliott said, "God's will is always bigger than 
you bargain for."  Often I find myself in a situation where I say to the Father, 
"Lord, what have You gotten us into this time?" and the Father invariably 
answers, "Nothing I can't handle!" 
p. 32 
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v.10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 

 
 
Back in verse 5 we read a ”body you prepared for me” and now we understand 
why.   
 
That little body was formed in the womb of a virgin, miraculously.  Born in 
Bethlehem, lived 33 years all for the purpose of becoming the offering for sin 
”ONCE FOR ALL.” 
 
 
Hebrews 7:27 
 

He who is not having a need daily, like those high priests, to be offering 
up sacrifices, first for His own sins, and then for the sins of the people, 
for this He did once for all, having offered up Himself. 

 
 
Hebrews 9:12 
 

and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own 
blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal 
redemption. 

 
 
 
The hymn writer is correct: 
 

Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 

 
(”Jesus Paid It All” by John T. Grape.  Inspiring Hymns compiled by Alfred 

B. Smith. Grand Rapids, MI: Singspiration, Inc. Copyright - Alfred B. 
Smith - 1951. #104) 
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Lane says: 
 
 In his application of the biblical text, the writer stresses the communal 
experience of consecration to the service of God.  The old sacrifices were 
deficient because they did not entail the genuine consecration of the one who 
offered them.  The shift from the use of the third person singular in v 9b to 
the first person plural (”we have been consecrated”) lends to the formulation 
of v 10 a confessional quality . . . In a statement remarkable for its density, 
the writer defines the means and the ultimate source of consecration.  The 
immediate ground of consecration is the totally new offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ as the inaugural act of the new covenant.  The ultimate source 
is the will of God. 
p. 265 
 
 
 
Stedman says: 
 
 This word ”sanctified” is widely misunderstood.  It is usually looked 
upon as some kind of religious sheep-dip that people pass through and they 
come out holier and purer on the other side.  But it is not that.  The word 
”sanctified” simply means, ”to put to the proper, intended use.”  You sanctify 
a chair when you sit in it.  You sanctify your comb when you comb your hair.  
Sanctification simply means to put to the intended purpose.  Now this verse 
is simply declaring that when we adopt the same outlook as Jesus Christ--
when, in dependence on Him, we are ready to obey the Word of God and thus 
fulfill the will of God, we fulfill our humanity.  We are being used in the way 
God intended us to be used. 
pp. 156-7 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
 The words rendered ”made holy” involve a single Greek word often 
rendered ”sanctify” (cf. 10:14, 29).  Here it occurs in a tense that makes it 
plain, along with the rest of the statement, that the sanctification is an 
accomplished fact.  Nowhere in Hebrews does the writer refer to the 
”progressive sanctification” of a believer’s life.  Instead sanctification is for 
him a functional equivalent of the Pauline concept of justification.  By the 
sanctification which is accomplished through the death of Christ, New-
Covenant worshipers are perfected for guilt-free service to God (cf. 2:11). 
p. 804 
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The periphrastic emphasises the permanent and continuous state of 
sanctification into which the believer is brought. 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 The new sacrifice is effective because it sanctifies the believer, makes 
him holy.  The old system had no way of making a man holy.  To be 
sanctified, or made holy, basically means to be set apart.  When the word is 
used in Scripture of men, it always refers to being set apart by God for God.  
From this same Greek word group we also get saint.  In biblical terms, a 
saint is a person whom God has set apart for Himself.  It is God’s will that we 
be set apart, not only positionally but practically.  ”For this is the will of God, 
your sanctification” (1 Thess. 4:3). 
 The Greek verb form in verse 10 (we have been sanctified) is a perfect 
participle with a finite verb, which shows in the strongest way the believer’s 
continuing and permanent salvation.  The force of the statement is, ”You 
have been permanently made holy.”  This fulfills the desire of our Lord, ”You 
shall be holy, for I am holy”  
(1 Pet. 1:16; cf. Lev. 11:44). 
 One act, in one moment, provided permanent sanctification for everyone 
who places his trust in Jesus Christ (cf. Col. 2:10; 2 Pet. 1:3-4).  On the cross, 
He sanctified us, set us apart unto Himself, forever holy and dear to Himself 
and to the Father. 
p. 254 
 
 
 
Thomas says: 
 
It must never be forgotten that not once in this Epistle is sanctification 
associated with the Holy Spirit.  Indeed it can be said that sanctification in 
Hebrews is almost equivalent to justification in Romans, both referring to our 
position, not to our condition. 
p. 125 
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DeHaan says: 
 
 This last and second testament nullifies the first.  The first testament of 
the law is now replaced by the second testament, the last ”will” of grace.  
Under the first all are condemned; under the last will and testament all who 
believe become heirs of all He possesses, heirs of God and joint-heirs with 
Jesus Christ. 
p. 130 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 And it is by his fulfilling the will of God to the uttermost that he has 
”sanctified” his people and provided the ”perfection” which was unattainable 
on the basis of the ancient sacrifices.  His fulfilment of God’s will to the 
uttermost involved the ”offering” once for all of his body--that body prepared 
for him at his incarnation. 
p. 243 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
 The periphrastic perfect ”we have been sanctified” is modified by the 
adverb ”once for all,” which is placed emphatically at the end.  The strong 
form is applied to Christ’s offering up himself ”once for all” in 7:27, and its 
common form is used in 9:28: Christ offered ”once.”  It is now applied to us: 
”we have been sanctified once for all.”  The act of Christ was done ”once for 
all” and needed no repetition or addition because of its finality and absolute 
completeness, and it produces an effect ”once for all” and also needs no 
repetition or addition because of this finality and completeness.  We see at 
once that this sanctification = our permanent justification which ”once for all” 
sets us apart for God. 
pp. 331-2 
 
 
 
Draper says: 
 
 God wants to bring happiness and fulfillment to our lives.  He wants to 
bring heaven into our homes.  He wants to bring sweet harmony into our 
fellowship.  He only wants what is best for us.  Our task is simply to say, 
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”Dear Lord, my life is yours.  I belong to you.  I give my life to you.”  As we 
obey him, we are doing what God has asked us to do. 
p. 258 
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(31 Days of Praise: Enjoying God Anew by Ruth Myers) 
 
How safe it is for me to trust Your reasons for acting (or not acting) and Your 
methods of working! 
 Thank You that I can safely commit my location and situation to You.  
I can "be willing for You to shift me anywhere on life's checkerboard, or bury 
me anywhere in life's garden, gladly yielding myself for You to please 
Yourself with, anywhere and anyway You choose" (source unknown).  Thank 
You that I can trust You with my future places--ready to go, ready to stay. 
pp. 78-79 
 
 
 
(Holiness by J. C. Ryle) 
 
In a word, where there is no sanctification there is no regeneration and 
where there is no holy life there is no new birth.  This is, no doubt, a hard 
saying to many minds, but, hard or not, it is simple Bible truth.  It is written 
plainly that he who is born of God is one whose 'seed remaineth in him: and 
he cannot sin, because he is born of God' (1 John 3:9). 
p. 17 
 
 
 

WITNESS ON THE TENNIS COURT 
 
Tennis standout Michael Chang, who upset Sweden’s Stefan Edberg to 
become the youngest Grand Slam event winner and the first U. S. winner of 
the French Open since 1955, attributes his success to the Christian faith.  
Discussing his French Open win, Chang said, ”Every time I bring it up, I see 
pens and heads dropping.  I know people are getting sick of it a little, but if I 
really want to tell the truth, it is Jesus Christ.  I give Him all the credit for 
all the things that happen in my life.” 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
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IN HONOR AND MEMORY 
 
 On March 21, 1969, a Marine patrol in Vietnam descended a steep bank 
to fill their canteens in a stream.  As they stooped in 2 feet of water, the area 
suddenly exploded with machine-gun fire and grenades.  Several men were 
hit.  According to an official report, one soldier completely disregarded his 
own safety to assist several Marines.  ”Despite the heavy fire, he made 
several trips until he himself was wounded and unable to continue.” 
 Twenty-one years later, one of the men who had been pulled out of the 
water learned that the friend who had rescued him was still alive.  He set out 
to see that he was recognized for his heroism.  The Marine eventually found 
his friend, Jim Lahr, who was now paralyzed from the waist down.  With a 
heart full of appreciation, he saw Jim receive a long-delayed and much-
deserved Bronze Star. 
 This Marine’s desire to honor the one who saved his life contrasts with 
our lack of emotion for the One who paid a far greater price to save us.  No 
one deserves the honor that Christ does.  No one has sacrificed as much. 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
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v.11 And every priest has stood daily ministering and offering time after time 
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 

 
 
We have had the mention of the Levitical order as making offerings ”year 
after year” and now the ”OFFERING TIME AFTER TIME.”   
 
We have the SAME SACRIFICES back in verse 1 as we have here in verse 
11. 
 
In verse 1 the phrase ”never able” is used. 
 
In verse 4, ”impossible” is used. 
 
And in verse 11, ”CAN NEVER TAKE AWAY SINS.” 
 
 
Here the writer speaks in an exclamatory form, indeed, every priest 
representing the Law has stood ”day by day” performing his sacred service.   
 
Not only that, but: 
 
 ”OFFERING TIME AFTER TIME THE SAME SACRIFICES.”   
 
We get the similar statement that we had back in verse 4:  
 
 ”WHICH CAN NEVER TAKE AWAY SINS.” 
 
 
Hebrews 10:4 
 

For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to be taking away 
sins.  

 
 
SIN IS THE PROBLEM.  How can a holy and just God who demands 
perfection handle the problem of man’s sin? 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
The truth just stated is reinforced by a contrast with the Levitical priesthood.  
Levite priests oculd never sit down on the job since their sacrificial services 
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were never completed.  But Christ’s sitting . . . is both a signal that His 
sacrifice was offered for all time and also that He can now confidently await 
final victory over His enemies. 
p. 804
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”AND EVERY PRIEST HAS STOOD DAILY MINISTERING AND 
OFFERING TIME AFTER TIME THE SAME SACRIFICES, WHICH CAN 
NEVER TAKE AWAY” [that which surrounds us, that is] ”SIN.” 
 
 
The PICTURE here is of a man enveloped by a garment of sin that he wore. 
 
 
 
Delitzsch says: 
 
 The writer of the epistle having thus shown (vers. 1-10) that the self-
oblation of Jesus Christ, in contrast with the sacrifices of the law, was the 
only true realization of the divine will for our sanctification, proceeds (vers. 
11-14) to exhibit Christ’s priestly service in contrast with the daily repeated, 
because ever inefficient, service of the priests of the law, as for ever perfected 
by one high-priestly act, which has issued in His kingly exaltation and 
waiting for the final subjugation of His foes. 
p. 157 
 
 
 
Pink says: 
 
”These words are an entrance into the close of that long blessed discourse of 
the apostle, concerning the priesthood and sacrifice of Christ, their dignity 
and efficacy; which he shuts up and finisheth in the following verses, 
confirming the whole with the testimony of the Holy Spirit before producing 
by Him. 
p. 68 
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English says: 
 
 Two words in the first clause of verse 11 claim especial attention: 
“standeth,” and ”daily.”  The former denotes the posture of the priests in 
exercising their ministry, and the latter, the continuity of such service.  
Search as one may among the furnishings of the tabernacle or temple, he will 
find no chair, for whatever the service performed, whether in attending to the 
appointments as, for example, replenishing the shewbread or replacing the 
candles, or in offering the burnt-offerings and sacrifices, the modus operandi 
demanded that the priest must stand.  And this requirement was symbolic of 
a spiritual fact: the priest’s work was never completed. 
 This operation was ”daily.”  It needed to be done continuously, and over 
and over again; for the same care and replacement must perpetually be 
bestowed upon the furnishings and their attachments, and the same kinds of 
sacrifices must oftentimes be offered on account of sin. 
pp. 296-7 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
The offerings could only cover the sin; they were an atonement, but they 
could never take away sins.  The offerings were just a reminder that men 
were sinners and that the sin question had not yet been settled. 
p. 573 
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v.12 but He, when He offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at 
the right hand of God, 

 
 
The word “”BUT” forms the contrast. 
 
”BUT HE, WHEN HE OFFERED ONE SACRIFICE FOR SINS FOR ALL 
TIME, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD” 
 
 
Jesus Christ is this priest.  He made a sacrifice of Himself.  ”HE OFFERED 
ONE SACRIFICE FOR SINS FOR ALL TIME.”  He cried on the cross: ”My 
God, My God, why has Thou forsaken Me?”  We understand now that Jesus 
was being made sin for us who knew no sin, that we might know the 
righteousness of God, and that His sacrifice was good for all time.  It satisfies 
fully the justice of a holy God in full and complete payment of the penalty for 
the sin of man. 
 
 
Isaiah the prophet foresaw it when he said: 
 
Isaiah 53:4-6 
 

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.  But he 
was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his 
wounds we are healed.  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 
has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.  

 
 
John 1:29 
 

Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  
 
 
When He finished the work, He ”SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF 
GOD.” 
 
 
Hebrews 12:2 
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fixing our eyes on Jesus, the originator and perfecter of faith, who for 
the joy lying before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
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Pink says: 
 
It is naught by Divine favour which gives holy angels and redeemed sinners a 
place in the Father’s House; but the Man Christ Jesus has merited that high 
honour! 
 

”The highest place that Heaven affords, 
Is His by sovereign right, 
King of kings and Lord of lords, 
He reigns there in the Light.” 

p. 71 
 
 
 
Draper says: 
 
 All the other priests stood daily making continual sacrifices (10:11).  
This Man sat down (10:12), signifying that his work was complete.  If we 
want to know how to find God, his name is Jesus Christ.  If we want to know 
how to find forgiveness of sin, it is in Jesus Christ.  This Man, this God-man, 
this divine Man, this virgin-born Man, God’s Son, became man’s son so that 
the children of men might become children of God.  He came and dwelt 
among us, and the gospel is his story. 
p. 260 
 
 
 
Bruce says: 
 
 The unrepeatable character of the sacrifice of Christ, by contrast with 
the sacrifices of the old order, is underlined by an appeal to the language of 
Ps. 110.  The introductory oracle of this psalm, in which the Messiah is 
invited by God to sit at his right hand, has already been quoted by our author 
(Heb. 1:13) and has influenced his phraseology in 1:3; 8:1; but only now does 
he draw out its full significance.  The Aaronic priests never sat down in the 
sanctuary; they remained standing throughout the whole performance of 
their sacred duties.  In this our author sees a token of the fact that their 
sacred duties were never done, that their sacrifices had always to be 
repeated.  In v. 1 the repetition of the ritual of the Day of Atonement ”year by 
year” was mentioned; here, as in 7:27, the reference is to those sacrifices 
which were offered ”day by day.”  But whether the repetition was annual or 
daily, the main point is that repetition was necessary; not one of these 
sacrifices could remove sin or cleanse the conscience with permanent effect. 
pp. 244-5 
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Bruce says further: 
 
To all who are uncertain of their acceptance with God comes the voice which 
brought encouragement to the soul of John Bunyan: ”Sinner, thou thinkest 
that because of thy sins and infirmities I cannot save thy soul, but behold my 
Son is by me, and upon him I look, and not on thee, and will deal with thee 
according as I am pleased with him.”70 
 70. Grace Abounding, para. 258. 

p. 246 
 
 
 

DELIVERANCE FROM SIN 
 
 ”A do-it-yourselfer went into a hardware store early one morning and 
asked for a saw.  The salesman took a chainsaw from the shelf and 
commented that it was ‘the newest model, with the latest technology, 
guaranteed to cut ten cords of wood a day.’  The customer thought that 
sounded pretty good, so he bought it on the spot. 
 ”The next day the customer returned, looking somewhat exhausted.  
‘Something must be wrong with this saw,’ he moaned.  ‘I worked as hard as I 
could and only managed to cut three cords of wood.  I used to do four with my 
old-fashioned saw.’  Looking confused, the salesman said, ‘Here, let me try it 
out back on some wood we keep here.’  They went out to the woodpile, the 
salesman pulled the cord, and as the motor went Vvroooommmm, the 
customer leaped back and exclaimed, ‘What’s that noise!?’ 
 ”Too often Christians want to be righteous, as God wants them to be, 
and work themselves to a frazzle in discouragement and in frustration.  God 
chose to change sinners into righteous people.  The first phase of God’s plan 
was judicial--to declare a sinner to be righteous.  The second phase of God’s 
plan is experiential--to deliver a believer from the power and presence of sin 
and death.  This result of salvation involves a spiritual engine which drives 
the deliverance from the power and presence of sin.” 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
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v.13 then waiting until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet. 
 
 
Jesus Christ is simply waiting.   
 
He is waiting for: 
 
 the COMPLETION of His bride, the church and   
 
 the COMING of His kingdom. 
 
 
You could say that He is ”not willing that any should perish” (2 Peter 3:9). 
 
He is waiting for: 
 
 sinners to come, 
 

saints to learn to turn it over to Him and to rest in Him, and 
 
 the glories of His coming kingdom. 
 
 
 
It is Charles Hadden Spurgeon who said: 
 
If in the arms of the Virgin he is the Saviour, what is he on the throne of 
God?  If wrapped in swaddling bands he is Jesus, what is he now that the 
heavens have received him?  If in the workshop of Nazareth, and sitting in 
the temple among the doctors, he was the child Jesus, the Saviour, what is he 
now that his infancy and childhood are over, and he is exalted far above all 
principalities and powers?  If he was Jesus when on the cross, presenting 
himself as an offering for his people, what is he now that he hath by one 
sacrifice perfected for ever them that are set apart?  What is he now that he 
sits at the right hand of God, expecting till his enemies are made his 
footstool? 
p. 35 
 
(From Great Sermons on the Birth of Christ, compiled by Wilbur M. Smith) 
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J. Vernon McGee points out: 
 
Our Lord is just waiting.  There are a few more people to be saved.  We pray, 
”O come now, Lord Jesus,” but He says, ”No, not yet.  We are going to wait, 
because I want to save some more.”  He is giving you an opportunity, friend, 
if you are not saved.  Psalm 110:1 says, ”The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit 
thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool,” referring to 
the second coming of Christ to the earth.  But in the meantime He is waiting 
for more of the human family to come to Him. 
p. 573 
 
 
 
Lane says: 
 
The session at the right hand puts Christ in a position where he may provide 
assistance to his people without having to offer sacrifices.  The allusion to Ps 
110:1 in vv 12-13 insists on the established firmness of his position.  For the 
future he has only to wait for the complete subjugation of every power that 
resists the gracious redemptive purposes of God.  Jesus’ place in the presence 
of God enables him to exercise in heaven the ministry of the new covenant.  
This is the basis of the assurance extended to the community that they 
possess now full access to God. 
p. 267 
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v.14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are 
sanctified. 

 
 
Here again we have the word ”ONE” and ”FOR ALL TIME.” 
 
 
His one offering for sin is totally adequate, not only to SAVE but to 
SANCTIFY the soul and to deliver it to its ultimate glorification. 
 
 
The REASON He is seated is given.  The whole work is done and He need not 
arise to repeat it. 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
”The sanctified” have a status in God’s presence that is ”perfect” (cf. 11:40; 
12:23) in the sense that they approach Him with the full acceptance gained 
through the death of Christ (cf. 10:19-22). 
p. 804 
 
 
 
Westcott says: 
 
 The ‘offering’ of Christ, His perfect life crowned by a willing death, in 
which He fulfilled the destiny of man and bore the punishment of human sin, 
is that by and in which every human life finds its consummation. 
 It is significant that Christ Himself is said to perfect ‘by the offering’: it 
is not said that ‘the offering’ perfects.  His action is personal in the 
application of His own work. 
p. 315 
 
 
 
J. Vernon McGee says: 
 
One offering does what many offerings could not do.  If Christ cannot save 
you and keep you, then God has no other way to save you and keep you. 
p. 573 
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English says: 
 
 Perfected forever!  This is the position of those who are sanctified 
through the blood of Christ.  His exalted place, seated on the right hand of 
God, is assurance of our glorious status.  Just as long as the Lord Jesus is 
there in authority and power, our perfect standing is guaranteed.  And when 
He leaves that place, it will be to take us to Himself so that we may reign 
with Him as He governs and makes His enemies, the enemies of His cross, 
the footstool of His feet. 
p. 301 
 
 
 

THE HIGHWAY OF HOLINESS 
 
 ”Sanctification is a neglected priority in today’s church everywhere and 
a fading glory in the evangelical world in particular. . . . Today, the concern 
for holiness that was once so striking mark of evangelical people is largely a 
thing of the past. . . . To listen to the sermons and read the books we publish 
today, you would never know that once the highway of holiness was clearly 
marked out for Bible believers, and that ministers and people knew it well 
and spoke of it with authority and confidence.” 
 

--J. I. Packer 
(in Hot Tub Religion, 

Tyndale House, 1989) 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
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v.15 And the Holy Spirit also is bearing witness to us; for after having said, 
 
 
 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary says: 
 
Reverting to his basic text on the benefits of the New Covenant, the author 
requoted a portion of it (in 10:16 he quoted Jer. 31:33; and in Heb. 10:17, Jer. 
31:34) to drive home his point.  The text is a testimony given by God’s Holy 
Spirit, and shows that final forgiveness, such as the New Covenant promised, 
meant that there was no further need for any sacrifice for sin.  As the writer 
will shortly show, a person who turns from the one sufficient sacrifice of 
Christ has no real sacrifice to which he can turn (cf. Heb. 10:26). 
p. 804 
 
 
 
In MY SEMINARY NOTES verses 15-18 are titled: 
 

”THE INACTMENT OF THE NEW COVENANT” 
 
 
 
Westcott says: 
 
The fulfilment in Christ of the prophetic description of the New Covenant. 
 The Apostle goes back in conclusion to the testimony of the prophet from 
which he commenced his exposition of the high-priestly and sacrificial service 
of the new Covenant.  A characteristic of that Covenant, which has been 
established by Christ, was the forgiveness of sins.  Under it, therefore, 
offerings for sin were necessarily done away; and the Temple services could 
no longer have any value for the Christian. 
p. 315 
 
 
 
Delitzsch says: 
 
 The Holy Ghost is the Spirit of prophecy, and from Him comes the whole 
God-inspired written word.  He also in that word is the witness, that with 
Christ’s return to the Father all is accomplished, and nothing remains to be 
done to procure for us inward perfecting, and a complete restoration to 
communion with God. 
pp. 163-4 
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Lane says: 
 
 The writer finds confirmation of his argument in the witness of the Holy 
Spirit attested in Scripture.  The present tense of the verb in the introductory 
formula ”the Holy Spirit also bears witness,” is significant; it indicates that 
through the quotation of the prophetic oracle the Holy Spirit is speaking now.  
The Spirit brings the detail of the text from the past into the present and 
makes it contemporary with the experience of the readers.  The promises 
given on the occasion when God announced His intention to enact a new 
covenant have immediate relevance for the community addressed in the 
homily. 
p. 268 
 
 
 
Wiersbe raises the question: 
 
 How do we know personally that we have this perfect standing before 
God?  Because of the witness of the Holy Spirit through the Word (Heb. 
10:15-18). 
p. 113 
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v.16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, the 
Lord is saying: I am putting my laws upon their hearts, and upon their 
mind I will write them, 

 
 
v.17 and their sins and their lawless deeds I will positively not remember any 

more." 
 
 
There are 3 THINGS here: 
 
 1. ”I AM PUTTING MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEARTS” 
 
 2. ”UPON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM” 
 

3. ”THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL 
POSSITIVELY NOT REMEMBER ANY MORE.” 

 
 
 
Draper says: 
 
 God declares that when people come to him through the blood, when 
people come to him in faith, when they give themselves to him, he will 
remember their sins no more.  He puts those sins behind him.  They are lost 
in his memory.  What a wonderful, blessed anticipation. 
p. 259 
 
 
 
Wuest says: 
 
 The other distinctive feature of the New Testament is the fact that God 
remembers sins and iniquities no more.  The constant repetition of the 
sacrifices demonstrated that the sin question was not settled.  The once for 
all offering of the Messiah shows that sin is paid for and put away. 
p. 177 
 
 
Psalm 103:12-14 
 

As far as the east is from the west,  
so far has He removed our transgressions from us,  
Just as a father has compassion on his children,  
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So the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him. 
For He Himself knows our frame; 
He is mindful that we are dust.  
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Micah 7:18, 19 
 

Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of 
the remnant of his inheritance?  You do not stay angry forever but 
delight to show mercy.  You will again have compassion on us; you will 
tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the 
sea.  

 
 
Isaiah 38:17 
 

. . . you have put all my sins behind your back.  
 
 
 
 Sometimes we have to let go of the past in order to enjoy the present, 
and be able to dream of the future. 
 
 --A Hallmark Card 
 
(From Parson's Bible Illustrator 1.0) 
 
 
 
 When God buries our sins in the deepest sea, He posts a sign which 
reads: No Fishing! 
 
(From Parson's Bible Illustrator 1.0) 
 
 
 

REMEMBERING TO FORGET 
 
An experienced husband is one who remembers his wife’s birthday but 
forgets which one it is. 
 
 A perfectionist is one who takes great pains--and give them to other 
people. 
 
 <Unknown> 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
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GOD’S KIND OF FORGIVENESS 
 
 A young nun once claimed to have had a vision of Jesus.  Her bishop 
decided to test her truthfulness and ordered that the next time she had a 
vision she should ask Christ what the bishop’s primary sin had been before 
he became a bishop. 
 Some months later, the nun returned and the bishop asked if she had 
asked Christ the question, to which she affirmed that she had. 
 ”And what did He say?” the bishop asked apprehensively. 
 ”Christ said . . .” and the nun paused a moment . . . ”He said, ‘I don’t 
remember.’” 
[Lutheran Witness, Jan 1992.  Page 2.] 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
 
 
 
v.18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any 

offering for sin. 
 
 
Psalm 86:5 
 

You are forgiving and good, O Lord,  
abounding in love to all who call to you.  

 
 
 
In MY SEMINARY NOTES verse 18 is called: 
 
 ”THE DECISIVE WORD OF THE ARGUMENT” 
 
Since Christ brought perfection and Christ granted such complete forgiveness 
that the sins cannot even be remembered, what need is there of Levitical 
sacrifices now? 
 
 
 
Owen says: 
 
 And here we are come unto a full end of the dogmatical part of this 
epistle, a portion of Scripture filled with heavenly and glorious mysteries . . . 
p. 195 
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Montefiore in Black’s commentary says: 
 
 After the promise of a new inward relationship with God, there is a 
further promise of a total obliteration from God’s memory of all past 
transgressions, something that the sacrifices of the Law could never achieve 
(cf. v. 3).  This leads naturally to the same generalising conclusion as that in 
verse 12, expressed here negatively.  Where there is remission of these sins, 
there is no longer any offering for sin.  The completed self-oblation of Christ 
has rendered any other sin-offering superfluous. 
p. 171 
 
 
 
Richards says: 
 
 Forgiveness.  Forgiveness in the Bible is never seen as ”passing over” 
guilt.  The root meaning of both Old and New Testament words for 
forgiveness is ”send away.” God deals with guilt by sending off sin, not just 
passing over it.  With forgiveness, the source and cause of ”guilt feelings” are 
removed. 
p. 94 
 
 
 How is this possible? It’s possible because in His forgiveness God 
actually does send off our sins.  Blood-bought forgiveness means remission of 
sins (10:18).  Sins that have been sent off in this way have no more real 
existence!  They simply cannot be remembered against us.  Human 
forgiveness can never deal with the original act; it must deal only with the 
guilt incurred.  God’s forgiveness goes beyond dealing with guilt, and erases 
the very sin that made us guilty! 
pp. 94-95 
 
 
 
A. T. Robertson says: 
 
This is the logical and triumphant conclusion concerning the better sacrifice 
offered by Christ (9:13-10:18).  As Jeremiah had prophesied, there is actually 
remission (aphesis, removal) of sins.  Repetition of the sacrifice is needless. 
p. 410 
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Lane says: 
 
 The conclusion to the cultic argument introduced in 9:1 is expressed as 
an axiom: where the sins of God’s people have been decisively put away, a sin 
offering is no longer necessary.  In the light of the preceding argument, the 
fulfillment of Jeremiah’s oracle is tied directly to the new situation 
introduced by the sacrificial death of Jesus.  The basis for speaking about the 
decisive putting away of sins is the efficacy of the sacrifice offered by Christ 
on the cross. 
p. 269 
 
 
Sins no longer provide an obstacle to an enduring covenantal relationship to 
God.  The people of the new covenant enjoy unhindered access to God in 
worship (10:19-22).  The only sacrifice required of them is a ”sacrifice of 
praise” (13:15). 
p. 269 
 
 
 
Lenski says: 
 
When God sends away ”these,” namely our sins and our violations of his law, 
so that even his memory does not recall them, they are gone indeed.  But the 
Spirit himself testifies that God actually does this. 
p. 341 
 
 
 
MacArthur says: 
 
 The work of sacrifice is done.  There will be no more.  Forgiveness is 
already provided for those who trust in this one perfect sacrifice.  Why would 
anyone want to go back to the old sacrifices, which were never finished and 
never effective?  To reject is to have no other hope of forgiveness--ever. 
 ”The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 
repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).  Salvation--glorious and perfect salvation--is 
promised in the Old Covenant and purchased in the New. 
p. 257 
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English says: 
 
 May this tremendous truth grip us: the one perfect sin-offering has been 
made and cannot be made again, nor need it be.  All has been done for us.  
”There is no more offering for sin.”  Rest in this fact, and walk in the light of 
the Man who, having ”offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the 
right hand of God.” 
p. 303 
 
 
 
Stedman says: 
 
 That is why Jesus sat down.  What else was there to do?  It is all 
finished, it is sufficient, it is adequate.  It will win the prize, it will do the job.  
When you have rested upon all Jesus Christ has done for you, you have 
entered into a place of provision of power.  I will put my laws into their 
minds, and write them on their hearts  
(Heb. 8:10).  You can know in any situation what God wants done and expect 
Him to do it through you.  More than that, you enter into perfect peace of 
heart.  There is no quarrel between you and God any longer; you are accepted 
in the Beloved.  I will remember their sins no more (Heb. 8:12).  Now, the 
writer says, when you come to this place, what more do you need?  Where 
there is forgiveness, there is no more offering for sins needed.  Of course not.  
Man has drawn near to God, the relationship is complete. 
p. 160 
 
 
 
(When Counseling Is Not Enough by J. Kirk Johnston) 
 

Dear Abby, 
 I have read many letters in your column from people who say 
they cannot forgive.  What they really mean is, they will not forgive.  
Abby, withholding forgiveness hurts only you.  It can eat you alive. 
 I want to tell you what I was able to forgive in hopes that it will 
help people who are harboring petty grudges to forgive, and get on 
with their lives. 
 Lee and I have been married for 10 years.  Last year he became 
completely burned out at his job and also suffered a severe back injury.  
I was expecting our fourth baby and we have another family sharing 
our home.  All this created a very explosive atmosphere, and Lee 
flipped out.  Our baby was born and developed mononucleosis at three 
weeks.  Lee announced that he didn't love me anymore, and he left me. 
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 The other family moved out suddenly, and I was alone with a 
sick newborn and three other small children.  I couldn't eat or sleep.  I 
lost 47 pounds, got hooked on tranquilizers and had a nervous break-
down.  Lee came back, put me in a mental hospital, then proceeded to 
have an affair with my best friend of 20 years (the affair lasted four 
months). 
 While I was in the hospital, my best friend's husband broke into 
our house and caught his wife and Lee in bed together.  He told Lee 
that he could have her--then Lee and my girlfriend became "engaged."  
They told me later that they had planned to drive me to commit suicide 
so I would be out of the way. 
 After I was released from the hospital, Lee tricked me into a 
false reconciliation.  Two hours after making love to me, he stood me 
up at the airport and took his girlfriend to Florida.  Meanwhile, my 
kids were aware of everything that was going on, and my 7-year-old 
kept begging me to shoot him in the head because he didn't want to 
live.  It was terrible.  We lost our home, so the children and I moved 
into my parents' attic with no heat--during a Pennsylvania storm. 
 Suddenly, Lee came to his senses and broke up with his 
girlfriend.  Her husband forgave her and she went back to him and 
their three children.  And guess what?  I forgave Lee and took him 
back.  I got counseling, went to church and kept reading my Bible.  I'm 
off the pills, eating normally, and our family is intact.  We got our 
house back, Lee is totally repentant, and we have restructured our 
lives to avoid anything that could be destructive to our family. 
 Two weeks ago, I went to my girlfriend and told her I forgave 
her.  We cried together and talked for six hours.  Forgiveness, when it 
is least deserved, has true healing powers.  In forgiving her, I released 
her of all guilt, and now God is able to work in my life. 
 I still feel a little insecure at times, but I'm much better today 
than I was six months ago.  A life filled with thoughts of revenge and 
bitterness is no life at all.  Abby, if you think this letter will help 
others to forgive, you have my permission to print it with my name. 
 
 Donna Stewart 
 Hilltown, PA 

p. 196-7 
 
 
 
(The Tribute by Dennis Rainey with David Boehi) 
 
Sigmund Freud revealed a slice of mankind's decayed heart when he said, 
"One must forgive one's enemies, but not before they have been hanged." 
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p. 143 
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(Shame and Grace by Lewis B. Smedes) 
 
 We are accepted in our most fantastic contradictions and our boring 
corruptions.  Accepted with our roaring vices and our purring virtues.  We are 
damaged masterpieces, stunted saints; there are ogres and angels in our 
basements that we can hardly tell apart and that we have not dared to face 
up to.  For the whole shadowed self each one of us is, grace has one loving 
phrase: you are accepted.  Accepted.  Accepted.  Accepted. 
p. 117 
 
 
 

Charge It! 
 
 A little girl was sitting on Santa Claus’ lap.  She gave him a whole list 
of expensive toys which she wanted for Christmas and then without a word of 
appreciation, she jumped off Santa’s lap and started toward her mother.  Her 
concerned mother spoke quickly, ”Honey, haven’t you forgotten something?”  
The little girl thought for a moment, then said, ”O, yes.”  Then turning back 
toward Santa, she shouted, ”Charge it.” 
 God has already ”charged” our sins to His Son and has paid the debt in 
full.  What more could you ask for at Christmas? 
 
(From Parson's Bible Illustrator 1.0) 
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THE BONDAGE BREAKER 
 
 ”Forgiveness is agreeing to live with the consequences of another 
person’s sin.” 
 
 Forgiveness is critical to a Christian’s freedom because unforgiveness is 
the means Satan uses to gain ground in the life of the believer.  Scripture 
teaches that we must forgive in the same way we have been forgiven.  In His 
mercy, God has given us what we needed, not what we deserved. 
 Forgiveness is hard for us because it goes against our sense of fairness.  
To forgive is a conscious decision of the will.  Since God commands us to do it, 
we know that it is possible.  We need to realize that forgiveness is not just for 
the sake of the offender, but also for ourselves--so that we can be free. 
 The high cost of forgiveness lies in the fact that it involves being willing 
to live with the consequences of someone else’s sin.  Genuine forgiveness is 
always substitutional, just as Jesus took upon Himself the penalty for our 
sin.  That, in fact, is our motive for forgiving: He forgave us. 
 What are the steps to true forgiveness? 
 ~Acknowledge the hurt.  The beginning point is to emotionally accept 
the fact that you have been hurt.  Christians often try to deny or cover up 
their pain, but we need to allow God to bring it to the surface so He can heal 
it.  Pray asking God to remind you of each person you need to forgive.  (In 
almost every case, the first ones who come to mind will be your parents.)  
Make a list. 
 ~Take it to the cross.  Realizing that God has forgiven those who 
offended you, choose to take on the burden of their offenses by promising not 
to use information about what they have done against them in the future.  If 
you wait until you feel like forgiving, it will never happen.  Emotions can 
heal only after you have decided to forgive. 
 ~State it.  Say to God about each person on your list: ”Lord, I forgive 
him/her for ______________.”  It’s important not to avoid the bare emotional 
decision to forgive by saying ”Please help me forgive” or ”Lord, I want to 
forgive.”  Nor should you try to rationalize or excuse the offender’s behavior.  
Only forgiveness will free you from the past. 
 ”The bondage breaker” by Neil Anderson.  Spirit of Revival, Aug 1993.  
Pages 8-9. 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
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THE BLACKS AND WHITES OF FORGIVENESS 
 
 In her later years Corrie Ten Boom told this story: “”I wish I could say 
that after a long and fruitful life traveling the world, I had learned to forgive 
my enemies.  I wish I could say that merciful and charitable thoughts just 
naturally flowed from me and on to others.  But they don’t. 
 ”I recall the time--and I was almost 70--when some Christian friends 
whom I loved and trusted did something which hurt me.  You would have 
thought that, having been able to forgive the guards in Ravensbruck, 
forgiving Christian friends would be child’s play.  It wasn’t.  For weeks I 
seethed inside.  But at least I asked God again to work His miracle in me.  
And again it happened: first the cold-blooded decision, then the flood of joy 
and peace.  I had forgiven my friends; I was restored to my Father. 
 ”Then, why was I suddenly awake in the middle of the night, rehashing 
the whole affair again?  ‘My friends!’ I thought.  ‘People I loved.  If it had 
been strangers, I wouldn’t have minded so.’ 
 ”I sat up and switched on the light.  ‘Father, I thought it was all 
forgiven.  Please help me do it.’ 
 ”But the next night I woke up again.  They’d talked so sweetly too!  
Never a hint of what they were planning.  ‘Father!’ I cried in alarm.  ‘Help 
me!’ 
 ”Then it was that another secret of forgiveness became evident.  It is not 
enough to simply say, ‘I forgive you.’  I must also begin to live it out.  And in 
my case, that meant acting as though their sins, like mine, were buried in the 
depths of the deepest sea.  The reason the thoughts kept coming back to me 
was that I kept turning their sin over in my mind. 
 ”And so I discovered another of God’s principles: We can trust God not 
only for our emotions but also for our thoughts.  As I asked Him to renew my 
mind He also took away my thoughts. 
 ”He still had more to teach me, however, from this single episode.  Many 
years later, after I had passed my eightieth birthday, an American friend 
came to visit me in Holland.  As we sat in my little apartment he asked me 
about those people from long ago who had taken advantage of me. 
 ”’It is nothing,’ I said a little smugly.  ‘It is all forgiven.’ 
 ”’By you, yes,’ he said.  ‘But what about them?  Have they accepted your 
forgiveness?’ 
 ”’They say there is nothing to forgive!  They deny it ever happened.  No 
matter what they say, though, I can prove they were wrong.’  I went eagerly 
to my desk.  ‘See, I have it in black and white!  I saved all their letters and I 
can show you where . . .’ 
 ”’Corrie!’  My friend slipped his arm through mine and gently closed the 
drawer.  ‘Aren’t you the one whose sins are at the bottom of the sea?  Yet are 
the sins of your friends etched in black and white?’ 
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 ”For an astonishing moment I could not find my voice.  ‘Lord Jesus,’ I 
whispered at last, ‘who takes all my sins away, forgive me for preserving all 
these years the evidence against others!  Give me the grace to burn all the 
blacks and whites as a sweet-smelling sacrifice to Your glory.’ 
 ”I did not go to sleep that night until I had gone through my desk and 
pulled out those letters--curling now with age--and fed them all into my little 
coal-burning grate.  As the flames leaped and glowed, so did my heart.” 
 [Tramp for the Lord, Fleming H Revell, 1974.  Pages 181-183.] 
 
(From InfoSearch 3.51) 
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CONCLUSION: 
 
 
What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular study? 
 
 
LESSON #1:  The Old Covenant is the “shadow,” the New Covenant is the 

reality. 
 
 
LESSON #2:  The Law by means of its sacrifices could never perfect those 

who are drawing near to God. 
 
 
LESSON #3:  The sacrifices were a constant reminder, not a remedy for sin. 
 
 
LESSON #4:  “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to be taking 

away sins.” 
 
 
LESSON #5:  A body was prepared in the virgin’s womb for the Savior to 

come and to offer that acceptable sacrifice for sin once and for all. 
 
 
LESSON #6:  Jesus Christ came to do the will of the Father. 
 
 
LESSON #7:  He came to take away the Old Covenant in order that He might 

establish the New Covenant. 
 
 
LESSON #8:  Jesus, by the sacrifice of Himself upon the Cross, has done all 

that is necessary for us to have acceptance and a perfect standing in the 
presence of a Holy God. 

 
 
LESSON #9:  Jesus Christ, after making His sacrifice, sat down at the right 

hand of God indicating the fact that His work was done. 
 
 
LESSON #10: We have the promise in the New Covenant that our sins and 

lawless deeds will positively not be remembered any more. 
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LESSON #11: There is total forgiveness in the Cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
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Wuest says: 
 
 The writer now draws an important conclusion to all this.  He says that 
in view of the fact that sin has been paid for, there is no more need of the 
constant repetition of sacrificial offerings.  And that is exactly what the 
writer is attempting to instill into the minds and hearts of his readers, 
namely, that the New Testament in Jesus’ blood is superior to and takes the 
place of the First Testament in animal blood. 
pp. 177-8 
 
 
 
 I received a Christmas card that had a special significance for me.  I’d 
like to summarize it for you: 
 ”If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an 
educator.  If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us 
a scientist.  If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an 
economist.  But since our greatest need was forgiveness, God sent us a 
Savior.” 
 
(From Parson's Bible Illustrator 1.0) 
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(Broken in the Right Place by Alan E. Nelson)  
 

The world breaks everyone and afterwards many are strong at the 
broken places. 

--Ernest Hemingway 
p. 9 

 
 
Brokenness is a process issue.  It is a part of God's character building process. 
 "Almost every one of us," says Gordon MacDonald, "will encounter 
some issue that introduces us to brokenness at a far greater intensity than 
we ever thought possible. . . . Broken worlds are a significant part of living; 
we must be vigilant enough to avoid the avoidable, but prepared and 
disciplined enough to persevere when facing the unexpected or the 
unavoidable." 
p. 18 
 
 
 Malcolm Muggeridge said, "We are henceforth to worship defeat, not 
victory; failure, not success; surrender, not defiance; deprivation, not satiety; 
weakness, not strength.  We are to lose our lives in order to keep them, to die 
in order to live." 
p. 24 
 
 

Unshakable faith is faith that has been shaken. 
Unquenchable joy is joy that has been quenched. 
Unbreakable love is love that has been broken. 

p. 36 
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(The Forever Feast by Dr. Paul Brand) 
 
 Richard Foster tells of an occasion at the Keswick convention in 
England long ago.  It is vivid to me because I was there when that great 
Scottish Bible teacher, Graham Scroggie, was leading some of the services in 
that wonderful annual Christian convention.  He was a born teacher, and a 
master of the English language in his rolling Scottish accent.  Yet, as all 
truly eloquent people do, he used simple words. 
 Scroggie was leading the missionary meeting in the smaller of the two 
great tents in Keswick, wearing, as he always did, the academic gown of his 
university.  He gave the missionary challenge, followed by prayer.  Some in 
the audience stood to offer themselves for service, and then the meeting 
concluded.  Graham Scroggie stayed at the front, until all had left, except for 
one young woman who just continued sitting, thoughtfully and by herself.  
Graham went up to her and asked if there was anything he could do to help 
her, or clarify something he had said.  "No," she replied, "I think I know what 
God wants me to do, but I cannot seem to make up my mind whether to do 
it." 
 "Oh," said Scroggie, "I think you need to come with me to Joppa, and 
see what Peter said."  He turned the leaves of his Bible to the tenth chapter 
of Acts, and pointed to the story of Peter on the rooftop, when he saw the 
sheet let down, full of animals, and the voice of God told him to rise, kill and 
eat.  His reply had been, "No, Lord, I have never eaten anything common or 
unclean." 
 Scroggie said, "You know there is something strange about Peter's 
reply to God.  He said, 'No, Lord.'  Now that is not really a proper sentence at 
all.  Peter could have said 'No' and that would have been a statement.  Or he 
could have just said 'Lord!' and that would have meant 'Yes!'  But you just 
cannot say 'No' and then finish by saying 'Lord.'  Those words do not belong 
together." 
 Graham Scroggie then wrote on a piece of paper in bold letters the 
words NO, LORD and put it on his Bible, and gave it to the lady, on her lap.  
He said, "I think that is what you are trying to say.  Now I am going to leave 
you and go over there to pray for you.  I want you to pray too, and then take 
this pencil and cross out one of those words." 
 He hardly had time to kneel down when the Lord told him it was time 
to go back.  He went to here, and saw the word NO had been crossed out.  She 
was sitting back in her chair, crying and repeating to herself, "Jesus is 
LORD, Jesus is LORD, Jesus is LORD."  That was her moment of truth.  For 
her, that was the Lord's Breakfast.  That was when she knew decisions had 
to be made; and she made them; decisions from which there was no turning 
back. 
pp. 217-19 
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(The Christian in Complete Armour by William Gurnall) 
 
Have you ever freely given yourself to Him?  Everybody professes this, but 
the presumptuous soul, like Ananias, lies to the Holy Ghost by keeping back 
the most important part of what he promised to lay at Christ’s feet.  The 
enjoyment of lust is entwined about his heart and he cannot persuade himself 
to deliver it up to God’s justice.  His life is bound up in it, and if God will have 
it from him He must take it by force; there is no hope of gaining his consent.  
Is this the picture of your faith?  If it is, you have blessed yourself in an idol; 
you have mistaken a bold face for a believing heart. 
October 24 
 
 
 

C
o
p
y
rig

h
t ©

 2
0
1
7
 b

y
 B

ib
le

 T
e
a
c
h
in

g
 R

e
s
o
u
rc

e
s
 b

y
 D

o
n
 A

n
d
e
rs

o
n
 M

in
is

trie
s
. T

h
e
 a

u
th

o
r's

 le
c
tu

re
 n

o
te

s
 in

c
o
rp

o
ra

te
 q

u
o

te
d
, p

a
ra

p
h
ra

s
e
d
 a

n
d

 s
u

m
m

a
riz

e
d
 

m
a
te

ria
l fro

m
 a

 v
a
rie

ty
 o

f s
o
u
rc

e
s
, a

ll o
f w

h
ic

h
 h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 a

p
p
ro

p
ria

te
ly

 c
re

d
ite

d
 to

 th
e
 b

e
s
t o

f o
u
r a

b
ility

. Q
u
o

ta
tio

n
s
 p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 re

s
id

e
 w

ith
in

 th
e

 re
a
lm

 o
f fa

ir u
s
e
. 

It is
 th

e
 n

a
tu

re
 o

f le
c
tu

re
 n

o
te

s
 to

 c
o
n
ta

in
 re

fe
re

n
c
e
s
 th

a
t m

a
y
 p

ro
v
e
 d

iffic
u
lt to

 a
c
c
u
ra

te
ly

 a
ttrib

u
te

. A
n
y
 u

s
e
 o

f m
a

te
ria

l w
ith

o
u

t p
ro

p
e
r c

ita
tio

n
 is

 u
n
in

te
n
tio

n
a
l.


