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Bible Teaching Resources
by Don Anderson Ministries

What Do We Do?

Formed in 1972 as a non-profit organization, Bible Teaching Resources is
dedicated to excellence in Bible exposition and the provision of tools for
teaching the Word. Our mission is: To glorify God through a national min-
istry which will continue to change lives based on the belief that “Christ is
all and in all” (Col. 3:11D).

Communicating God’s Word accurately and clearly is our primary focus.
Teaching the Word by means of technology is providing a larger platform.
Classes are being taught weekly on the internet at OnePlace.com and

six days a week in the Philippines by way of radio. Classes ate also being
taught in Texas cities by videoconference. Webcasting and camcording will
be used in the days ahead.

Because our goal is to convey the Good News of Jesus Christ to as many
people as possible, the BTR’s media division produces biblically-based
messages on CD and in Mp3 format. Marriage videos and CD series

are also available. BTR’s team also distributes Don’s many books. These
resources for teaching, study, and spiritual enrichment are listed in our
media catalog and are available at nominal cost from our office. Orders
may also be placed online at www.BibleTeachingResources.org. A quarterly
magazine, The Grapevine, and a daily devotional, A Great W hile Before Day
(distributed semi-annually), are sent without cost to anyone who requests
to be on our mailing list. To receive a personal weekly email from Don
and Peat], contact BTR at dam@bibleteachingresources.org. Hundreds of
copies of Don’s seties, God’s Invitation: How to Become a Christian, have been
given out in classes or mailed from the office through the years. There is
never a charge for this timely series and our constant prayer is that it will
be used to bring others into a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Bible Teaching Resources is a charter member of the Evangelical Council for Financial
Acconntability.



A GREAT WHILE BEFORE DAY

he gospel writer Mark records that Jesus “rising up a great

while before day... went out and departed into a solitary place,

and there prayed.” (1:35 KJV) Whenever and wherever you
spend your time with the Father each day, we hope that these devotional
verses and thoughts will be encouraging. Unless otherwise noted, New
Testament verses are taken from Don Anderson’s translations from the
original text or the New American Standard Bible and Old Testament
verses are taken from the New International Version.

Our devotions will pick up where we left off in 2013. We will begin with Romans 12.

JULY
July 1 — First Things First (Romans 12:1-3)

We finished Romans 12:3 yesterday as we completed the first part of A Great While
Before Day. Tomorrow morning, I want us to start on Chapter 12 in verse 4, but before
we go there, let’s just review these verses and ask the Lord to do a good work in our
lives. I am reading from the Phillips translation of Romans 12:1-3.

Romans 12:1-2: “With eyes wide open to the mercies of God, I beg you, my
brothers, as an act of intelligent worship, to give him your bodies, as a living sac-
rifice, consecrated to him and acceptable by him. Don’t let the world around you
squeeze you into its own mould, but let God re-mould your minds from within, so
that you may prove in practice that the plan of God for you is good, meets all his
demands and moves towards the goal of true maturity.”

Romans 12:3: “As your spiritual teacher I give this piece of advice to each one
of you. Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or your importance, but try to
have a sane estimate of your capabilities by the light of the faith that God has given
to you all.”

Verses 1-2: “With eyes wide open to the mercies of God, I beg you, my brothers,
as an act of intelligent worship, to give him your bodies, as a living sacrifice, conse-
crated to him and acceptable by him. Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into
its own mould, but let God re-mould your minds from within, so that you may prove
in practice that the plan of God for you is good, meets all his demands and moves
towards the goal of true maturity.”

Verse 3: “As your spiritual teacher I give this piece of advice to each one of you.
Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or your importance, but try to have a sane
estimate of your capabilities by the light of the faith that God has given to you all.”

In summary, then, as the Spirit of God works within our lives:

1. We are not being fashioned to this age.
2. But we are being transformed.

3. This is done by the renewing of our minds.
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This results in your putting to the test what the will of God is, that which is good
and well-pleasing and perfect. We prove His will by testing.

In the process, our priorities are purified and our minds are made over anew.

Hendriksen says:

Paul does not say transform yourselves, but let yourselves be transformed.
Transformation is basically the work of the Holy Spirit. It amounts to progressive
sanctification.

Lancelot Andrews says:

That so I may never harden my heart in provocation or temptation or in
deceitfulness of any sin.

Let not my days be consumed in vanity, my years in misfortune.

Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth Thee, for Thou art my God;

Let thy loving Spirit lead me forth into the land of righteousness.

It seems most appropriate for us to turn to worship and praise by singing with
Frances R. Havergal “Take my Life and Let it Be.” You will notice that there are four
verses in the traditional hymn and I have written a fifth verse that [ would like for you
to pray and sing with me this morning. “Take my mind and let it think, Thoughts that
please and honor You. Let the mind of Christ my Savior, Show itself in all my ways,
Show itself in all my ways.”

July 2 — Functioning Where You Fit (Romans 12:4)

Romans 12:4: “For just as we are having many members in one body and; all the
members are not having the same function,”

Verse 4: “For just as we are having many members in one body and; all the mem-
bers are not having the same function,”

There are two things that stand out in our meditation this morning. One, there are
“many members in one body.” Two, “all the members are not having the same func-
tion.”

Paul sees the body of Christ like a gigantic orchestra with everyone playing his patt
to bring forth beautiful music. Nobody can play all of the instruments and all of the
parts, but blended together something beautiful results.

1. For just as we are having many members in one body,
2. And all the members are not having the same function.

1 Corinthians 12:19-22: “And if they were all one member, where would the body
be? But now there are many members, but one body. And the eye cannot say to the
hand, ‘I have no need of you,’ or again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.” On
the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker
are necessary.”

There are three things that Paul is longing for in this fourth verse (1) unity, (2)
diversity, and (3) harmony.

Spiritual gifts are just tools for ministry. It is through the faithful exercise of our
spiritual gift or gifts that we make a contribution to the body of Christ.

There are three verses from 1 Corinthians 12 that I want us to meditate on as we
think about our contribution to the body of Christ.

1. 1 Corinthians 12:7: “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit
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for the common good.”

2. I Corinthians 12:11: “But one and the same Spirit works all these things
distributing to each one individually just as He wills.”

3. I Corinthians 12:18: “But now God has placed the members each one of
them in the body just as He desired.”

Let’s worship the Lord this morning by singing verse 1 of “Channels Only”:
“How I praise Thee, precious Saviour, That Thy love laid hold of me; Thou hast saved
and cleansed and filled me That I might Thy channel be. Channels only, blessed Mas-
ter, But with all Thy wondrous pow’r, Flowing thro’us, Thou canst use us Ev’ry day
and ev’ry hour.”

July 3 — Grace Adequate for Gifts Given (Romans 12:5-6)

Romans 12:5, “so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another.”

Romans 12:6, “And since we are having gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us, [let each exercise them accordingly;] if prophecy, according to the pro-
portion of his faith;”

Verse 5: “so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members
one of another.”

Verse 6: “And since we are having gifts that differ according to the grace given to
us, [let each exercise them accordingly;] if prophecy, according to the proportion of his
faith;”

We each have “gifts that differ according to the grace given to us.” The apostle said
in verse 3: “for through the grace given to me.” The gift is the provision and the grace
is the performance.

It is not something we earned or deserved. It is God’s unmerited favor in gifting us
to function in the body of Christ.

The apostle lists seven gifts in these verses. None of the four different lists given
in Ephesians 4, 1 Peter 4, 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12 are the same. I believe this
is purposeful so that no one would be left out. It would indicate to us that none of the
lists are complete by themselves.

The greater the gift, of course, the greater the responsibility.

James 3:1: “Let not many of you become teachers my brethren, knowing that as
such, we shall incur a stricter judgment.”

Dr. Mitchell says:

God has given to each one of us gifts, according to the measure of faith. God in his
sovereignty has put us in the body of Christ and gifted us by the Spirit as it has pleased
Him. It’s not what we want. It’s what God wants. He knows the best place for you and
me to serve Him. He has put us in the body to function so that He will be glorified.

Let’s worship the Lord this morning by singing verse 2 of “Channels Only”:

“Emptied that Thou shouldest fill me, A clean vessel in Thy hand; With no pow’r but
as Thou givest, Graciously with each command. Channels only, blessed Master, But
with all Thy wondrous pow’r, Flowing thro’us, Thou canst use us Ev'ry day and ev’ry
hour.”




July 4 — Gifts, Gifts, Gifts (Romans 12:7-8)

Romans 12:7: “if service, in his serving; or he who is teaching, in his teaching;”

Romans 12:8: “or he who is exhorting, in his exhortation; he who is giving,
with generosity; he who is leading, with diligence; he who is showing mercy, with
cheerfulness.”

Whereas the first gift mentioned is prophesy in verse 6, the other six gifts are men-
tioned in verses 7 and 8.

Verse 7: “if service, in his serving; or he who is teaching, in his teaching;”

Verse 8: “or he who is exhorting, in his exhortation; he who is giving, with gener-
osity; he who is leading, with diligence; he who is showing mercy, with cheerfulness.”

Dr. Mitchell says:

The final gift Paul lists is showing mercy. This ministry may be to the sick; it
may be to failing, stumbling believers; or it may be to discouraged, disheartened
Christians. They don’t need a club - they need some mercy. God has been wonder-
ful in His mercy to you and to me. Should we not show the same to God’s people?
Stedman says:

Paul had to write to Timothy and say, “Stir up the gift that is in you, that which
was given you by the Holy Spirit.” Perhaps, Timothy was letting it slide, but we
are expected to stir it up. I hope you present your bodies afresh today so you can
find that gift and put it to work. Be busy doing what God has sent you here to do.
Perhaps, you want to renew again your request to God to help you in the search
for your spiritual gift and to lead you to put it into work, with a view toward that
day when you stand before Him and he asks, “What did you do with the gift that.I
gave you?”

Let’s worship the Lord this morning with singing verse 3 of “Channels Only”:
“Witnessing Thy powr to save me, Setting free from self and sin; Thou who bough-
test to possess me, in Thy fullness, Lord come in. Channels only, blessed Master, But
with all Thy wondrous pow’r, Flowing thro’us, Thou canst use us Ev'ry day and ev’ry
hour.”

July 5 — Seven Gifts and Twenty-One Commands (Romans 12:9)

Romans 12:9: “Let love be without hypocrisy. Be abhorring what is evil; be
clinging to what is good.”

Verse 9: “Let love be without hypocrisy. Be abhorring what is evil; be clinging to
what is good.”

In the remaining verses of the chapter, we will be focusing on interpersonal rela-
tionships in view of the gifts that we have been given. How does this all work out in
social relationships? I have been commanded in the passage:

1. To present my body.
2. To resist the world and respond to the Spirit.
3. To find my gift.

There will be twenty-one commands in the remaining verses of the chapter. We
are going to get a “2/-gun salute” and see theology in “shoe leather” as the apostle
speaks forth twenty-one maxims or commands to guide us in the Christian life. As we
work our way through the remainder of the passage, let us be looking at these twenty-
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one commands that put theology in “shoe leather.”

Command #1 — Let love be without hypocrisy. Phillips translates it, “let us have
no imitation Christian love.”

James 3:17: “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, rea-
sonable, full of mercy and good fruits; unwavering, without hypocrisy.”

1 Peter 1:22: “Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a
sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart.”

Dr. Mitchell says:

Paul is saying, “Let love be real. Let love be without hypocrisy. Love must not
be something you put on like a coat. Let’s be genuine in our love.”

How can love be “without hypocrisy”? It can only be that when it is the fruitage of
the Holy Spirit. It is not fake, it’s a fruit. Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control.” Let love be without hypocrisy.

Philip Yancey says:

All too often the church holds up a mirror reflecting back the society around it
rather than a window revealing a different way.

Command #2 — Be abhorring what is evil.

1 Peter 2:11: “Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly
lusts which wage war against the soul.”

1 Timothy 6:11: “But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righ-
teousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.”

Command #3 — Be clinging to what is good. The “good” is the humility and the
love that has been mentioned previously. It is humility which manifests itself in love.

This word “clinging” is best described as “inseparably glued to that which is
good.” We are to be super-glued to the Spirit of God and the things which He produces
in our lives.

Please join me in worshipping the Lord by singing verse 4 of “Channels Only”:
“Jesus, fill now with Thy Spirit Hearts that full surrender know,; That the streams of
living water From our inner man may flow. Channels only, blessed Master, But with all
Thy wondrous pow’r, Flowing thro’us, Thou canst use us Ev’ry day and ev'ry hour.”

July 6 — Devoted to One Another (Romans 12:10)

Romans 12:10: “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; trying to outdo one
another in showing respect;”

Verse 10: “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; trying to outdo one another
in showing respect;”

Command #4 — Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.

Let’s meditate on the words of the Lord Jesus in the upper room as He was prepar-
ing to go to the cross. John 13:34-35: “A new commandment I give to you, that you
love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all
men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (NASB)

This is manifested by trying to outdo one another in showing respect, or leading the
way in showing respect. Take the initiative in this regard. Phillips paraphrases verse 10
by saying: “Let us have real warm affection for one another as between brothers, and a
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willingness to let the other man have the credit.”

Godet says this word philostorgos could be translated “full of tenderness.”
Stedman says:

Years ago | ran across a sign that has helped me many times. I have often been
on the verge of pointing out that the credit belonged to me, but I have been stopped
by the remembrance of this little motto: “There is no limit to the good that a man
can do if he doesn’t care who gets the credit.” If you really don’t care who gets the
credit, you can just enjoy yourself and do all kinds of good deeds.

Paul Harvey’s story really tells it how it is:

In the wake of Chicago’s worst-ever winter ...

NOW it can be told:

When all of our roof tops were loaded, many overloaded with snow ...

Robert McGrath saw his wife go into the backyard garage to fetch some
boxes. Seconds later, he heard the crash. Looking out he saw the roof of the
garage had caved in.

McGrath did not stop for hat or coat...

He ran from the house--grabbed a snow shovel--and called out for neighbors
to help. Yelling and digging and his sweat freezing on his face-- throwing snow
and pulling away boards--he heard her voice--then saw her hand!

He kept digging and throwing and pulling... And within minutes he had his
wife in his arms and was sobbing, “Are you all right? Are you all right?”

She was all right.

I would not tell what I am about to tell except that a neighbor saw and
snitched...

Mrs. McGrath--had gone into the garage through one door and out through
another. She was safe in the house when she looked out and saw her husband
digging and shouting orders and throwing lumber and she could not let her gal-
lant rescuer down.

She put her coat on again and went back out and went back in through the
back door of the garage--and allowed husband Bob to be her hero.

Let’s worship the Lord this morning by singing verse 1 of “He is So Precious to
Me”: “So precious is Jesus, my Saviour, my King, His praise all the day long with
rapture I sing; To Him in my weakness for strength I can cling, For He is so precious
to me. For He is so precious to me, For He is so precious to me; ‘Tis Heaven below My
Redeemer to know, For He is so precious to me.”

July 7 — Be Diligent and Fervent in Service (Romans 12:11)

Romans 12:11: “not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord;

Verse 11: “not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;”

Command #5: Not lagging behind in diligence. Gift #6 in verse 8 was “leading
with diligence.” This is a manifestation of love. We are commanded to pick up our
bucket and towel to wash more feet than anybody else!

Phillips translates verse 11: “Let us not allow slackness to spoil our work and let us
keep the fires of the Spirit burning, as we do our work for God.”

Dr. Mitchell says: Be diligent. Don’t lie down on the job.
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Erma Bombeck said in her book, I Lost Everything in the Post-Nasal Depression,
she saw this ad in a Midwest newspaper a while back.

It read, “WANTED: Women to do ironing for housewife ten years behind in every-
thing. Must have strong courage and sense of humor.”

Command #6: Fervent in Spirit. This is love that boils over in fervency. Phillips
paraphrases it: “let us keep the fires of the spirit burning. It is love that has caught
fire.”

Albert Schweitzer said:
In everyone’s life, at some time, our inner fire goes out.
It is then burst into flame by an encounter with another human being.
We should all be thankful for those people who rekindle the inner spirit.

Command #7: Serving the Lord.

Ecclesiastes 9:10: “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, forin
the grave, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge
nor wisdom.”

Colossians 3:23-24: “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord
rather than for men; knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the
inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.”

Passion comes from the heart and manifests as optimism, excitement, emotional
connection, determination. It fires unrelenting drive. Enthusiasm is deeply rooted in
the power of choice rather than circumstance. Enthusiasts believe that the best way to
predict the future is to create it. In fact, enthusiasm becomes a moral imperative, mak-
ing the person part of the solution rather than part of the problem of feeling essentially
hopeless and helpless.

Let’s worship the Lord together this morning by singing verse 1 of “He Keeps
Me Singing”: “There s within my heart a melody, Jesus whispers sweet and low,
‘Fear not, [ am with thee, peace, be still, In all life’s ebb and flow.” Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,
Sweetest name [ know, Fills my ev’ry longing, Keeps me singing as I go.”

July 8 — A Three-Point Christian Life (Romans 12:12)
Romans 12:12: “rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, persisting in
prayer,”
Verse 12: “rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, persisting in prayer,”
The 3-point Christian life we are talking about in this verse is:
1. Rejoicing in Hope
2. Persevering in Tribulation
3. Persisting in Prayer
Command #8: Rejoicing in hope.
Dr. Mitchell says:

Think of the early martyrs who went to the amphitheater singing the glories
of Jesus even though they were going to be torn to pieces by wild beasts. They
went singing because they were rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. They
were going to say, “Good night, earth! Good morning, glory!” Oh, to rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. Won’t you do that today?

J. Vernon McGee says:



I think of a brother down in my Southland years ago. In a church service,
they were giving favorite Scripture verses. He stood and said that his favorite
verse was “It came to pass.” Everyone looked puzzled. The preacher stood up
and said, “Brother, how in the world can ‘It came to pass be your favorite?’”’
His answer was, “When I have trouble, and when I have problems, I like to
read that verse, ‘It came to pass,” and I know that my trouble or my problem has
come to pass; it hasn’t come to stay.” He was looking for a new day out there,
and that is what Paul has in mind when he says, “rejoicing in hope.”

Command #9: Persevering in tribulation.

Acts 20:24: “But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in or-
der that I may finish my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus,
to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.”

When Jesus is commending the Ephesian church in Revelation 2, the first of seven
letters, He says in Revelation 2:3: “And you have perseverance and have endured for
my name sake and have not grown weary.”

1 Peter 5:10: “And after you have suffered for a little, the God of all grace who
called you to His eternal glory in Christ will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and
establish you.”

I think sometimes if we were sensitive, we would hear God saying, “This is time to
buck-up, bow your neck, buckle your belt and hang in there!”

Command#10: Persisting in prayer.

Ronald Dunn says:

We enter the place of intercession with our much need and leave with His much
more.

Ruth Graham, the wife of Billy Graham, is quoted as saying:

If God answered every prayer of mine, [ would have married the wrong man
seven times. Thank God for some unanswered prayers.

1 John 5:14-15: “And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that if
we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us
in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from
Him.”(NASB)

What are the three major points of the Christian life in our verse for today?

1. Rejoicing in Hope
2. Persevering in Tribulation
3. Persisting in Prayer

Join me, please, in singing verses 2 & 3 of “He Keeps Me Singing”: “All my life
was wrecked by sin and strife, Discord filled my heart with pain, Jesus swept across
the broken strings, Stirred the slumbering cords again. Feasting on the riches of His
grace, Resting ‘neath his sheltering wing, Always looking on His smiling face, That is
why I shout and sing. Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Sweetest name I know, Fills my ev’ry long-
ing, Keeps me singing as I go.”

July 9 — Learning to Give and Invite People for Dinner (Romans 12:13)
Romans 12:13: “contributing to the needs of the saints, pursuing hospitality.”
Verse 13: “contributing to the needs of the saints, pursuing hospitality.”

Command #11: Contributing to the needs of the saints. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7:
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“Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows
bountifully shall also reap bountifully. Let each one do just as he has purposed in his
heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.”

I love Paul’s words to the Corinthian saints in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5: “Now, brethren,
we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches
of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep
poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. For I testify that according to their
ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much
entreaty for the favor of participation in the support of the saints, and this, not as we
had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God.”

Command #12: Pursuing hospitality. Notice the word “pursue,” in other words,
don’t wait to asked.

Dr. Mitchell says:

And then be given to hospitality. I like what Hebrews 13:2 says about enter-
taining angels unaware. Be given to hospitality but don’t do it with a grudging
spirit (1 Peter 4:9). Don’t say, “I wish they would go home. I wish they would
go someplace else. Don’t they know I’m busy?” No, be given to hospitality.
The Greek word for “hospitality” could be translated, “the love of a stranger.

HOSPITALITY
“The Love of a Stranger”
HOME IS WHERE IT HAPPENS.
OPPORTUNITY FOR EDIFICATION AND EVANGELISM.
SPIRITUALLY, SENSITIVE SERVANTS.
PRAYER, PREPARATIONS AND PERSEVERANCE.
INVITATIONS THAT ISSUE IN INVOLVEMENT.
TIME AND TALENTS IT TAKES TO TOUCH LIVES.
ACTIVE ADVENTURE AND ACCEPTANCE.
LOVE THAT LONGS TO LET YOU LOOK.
IDEAS INITIATING IMPACT.
TABLE TALK THAT TELLS MY TESTIMONY.
YOU AND YOUR YEARNING TO YIELD.
“Behold, I am standing at the door and knocking; if anyone is hearing my voice
and is opening the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he
with me.” (Revelation 3:20)
“An Open Heart precedes an Open House.”
“Lord, open our hearts, our hands and our homes!”

I think it would be appropriate to sing Bill & Gloria Gaither’s great song, “The
Family of God”: “You will notice we say brother and sister ‘round here. It’s because
we're a fam’ly and these folks are so near. When one has a heartache we all share the
tears, And rejoice in each vict'ry in this fam’ly so dear. From the door of an orph 'nage
to the house of the King, No longer an outcast, a new song I sing; From rags unto
riches, from the weak to the strong, I'm not worthy to be here, but praise God I be-
long! I'm so glad I'm a part of the fam’ly of God, I’ve been washed in the fountain,
Cleansed by His blood! Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, For I'm part of the

fam’ly, the fam’ly of God.”



July 10 — Learning to Be a Blessing (Romans 12:14-15)

Romans 12:14: “Be blessing those who are persecuting you; be blessing and not
cursing.”

Romans 12:15: “Be rejoicing with those who are rejoicing, and be weeping with
those who are weeping.”

Verse 14: “Be blessing those who are persecuting you; be blessing and not curs-
ing.”

Command #13: Be blessing those who are persecuting you; be blessing and not
cursing.

It is important for us to note that these are present imperative, and they show this to
be a habit of life.

1 Peter 3:9: “not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing
instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.”

Verse 15: “Be rejoicing with those who are rejoicing, and be weeping with those
who are weeping.”

Command #14: Be rejoicing with those who are rejoicing.

Godet says:

The connection between verses 14 and 15 is the idea of self-forgetfulness. A's
self-forgetting is needed to bless him who hates us, we must also be freed from
self to identify ourselves with the joy of others when our heart is full of grief,
and with his grief when we ourselves are filled with joy.

Command#15: Be weeping with those who are weeping. John 11:33-35: “When

Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her, also weeping,

He was deeply moved in spirit, and was troubled, and said, ‘“Where have you laid

him?’ They said to Him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept.”

It is far easier to “weep with those who are weeping” than it is to “rejoice with
those who are rejoicing.”

Psalm 126: 5-6: “Those who plant in tears will harvest with shouts of joy. They
weep as they go to plant their seed, but they sing as they return with the harvest.” (New
Living Translation)

Revelation 7:17: “For the Lamb on the throne will be their Shepherd. He will lead
them to springs of life-giving water. And God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”
(New Living Translation)

Let’s worship the Lord together as we sing verse 1 of “For Those Tears I Died”:
“You said You’d come and share all my sorrows. You said You'd be there for all my
tomorrows. I came so close to sending You away, But just like You promised You came
there to stay, I just had to pray. And Jesus said, ‘Come to the water, stand by My side,
I know you are thirsty, You won t be denied I felt ev’ry teardrop when in darkness you
cried And I strove to remind you That for those tears I died.””

July 11 — Living in Humble Harmony (Romans 12:16-17)

Romans 12:16: “Be having the same mind toward one another; not thinking the
high things, but accommodating yourself to humble ways. Do not be wise in your
own estimation.”

Romans 12:17: “Do not be paying back evil for evil to anyone, taking into con-
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sideration what is right in the sight of all men.”

Verse 16: “Be having the same mind toward one another; not thinking the high
things, but accommodating yourself to humble ways. Do not be wise in your own
estimation.”

Command #16: Be having the same mind toward one another; [negatively] not
thinking the high things, but [positively] accommodating yourself to humble ways.

Phillips paraphrases this verse by saying: “Live in harmony with each other. Don’t
become snobbish but take a real interest in ordinary people. Don’t become set in your
own opinions.”

Philippians 2:3-5 says much the same thing. The Phillips translation says: “Never
act from motives of rivalry or personal vanity, but in humility think more of each
other than you do of yourselves. None of you should think only of his own affairs, but
should learn to see things from other people’s point of view. Let Christ himself be your
example as to what your attitude should be.”

Command #17: Do not be wise in your own estimation.

John the Apostle of Love certainly ran into conflict in his 3rd epistle when he
speaks of Diotrephes in verses 9 and 10: “I sent a brief letter to the church about this;
but Diotrephes who loves to be the leader, does not acknowledge our authority. When
I come, I will report some of the things he is doing and the wicked things he is saying
about us. He not only refuses to welcome the traveling teachers, but also tells others
not to help them and when they do help, he puts them out of the church.” (New Living
Translation)

Verse 17: “Do not be paying back evil for evil to anyone, taking into consideration
what is right in the sight of all men.”

Command #18: Do not be paying back evil for evil to anyone.

Dr. Mitchell says:

Don’t return evil for evil--return good. In 1 Peter 3:9, the apostle tells us not
to repay “evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing
that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.”

Stedman says:

As a boy in Montana I used to watch the cows in the corral. They would be
standing there peacefully and then one cow would kick another cow. Of course,
that cow had to kick back. Then the first cow kicked harder and missed the
second cow and hit a third. That cow kicked back. I watched that happen many
times. One single cow, starting to kick another, soon had the whole corral kick-
ing and milling and mooing at one another, mad as could be. This happens in
congregations, t0o.

Peterson paraphrased 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 in The Message: “Love never gives
up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut, Doesn’t have a swelled head, Doesn’t force itself on others, Isn’t
always ‘me first’, Doesn’t fly off the handle, Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others;
Doesn’t revel when others grovel, Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, Puts up
with anything, Trusts God always, Always looks for the best, Never looks back, But
keeps going to the end.”

Please let’s join in worship as we sing verse 1 of that great old hymn, “Day by
Day”: “Day by day with each passing moment, Strength 1 find to meet my trials here;
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Trusting in my Father s wise bestowment, I've no cause for worry or for fear. He
whose heart is kind beyond all measure Gives unto each day what He deems best. Lov-
ingly, its part of pain and pleasure, Mingling toil with peace and rest.”

July 12 — Doing the Best You Can to Live in Peace (Romans 12:18-19)

Romans 12:18: “If possible, so far as it is depending on you, be living in peace
with all men.”

Romans 12:19: “Do not be avenging yourselves, beloved ones, but give room for.
the wrath [of God], for it has been written: ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay’, says
the Lord.”

Verse 18: “If possible, so far as it is depending on you, be living in peace with all
men.”

Command #19: If possible, so far as it is depending on you, be living in peace
with all men.

J. Vernon McGee says:

The Bible says ‘as much as lieth in you’, it doesn’t say you have to get along
with her. Just do the best you can.

In Philippians 4, Paul pleads with the folks in Philippi to help Euodia and Syntyche
get their act together. Philippians 4:2-3: “Now I want to plead with those two women,
Euodia and Syntyche. Please, because you belong to the Lord, settle your disagree-
ment. And I ask you, my true teammate, to help these two women, for they worked
hard with me in telling others the Good News. And they worked along with Clement
and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are written in the Book of Life.”(New
Living Translation)

Verse 19: “Do not be avenging yourselves, beloved ones, but give room for the
wrath [of God], for it has been written: ‘Vengeance is mine, [ will repay’, says the
Lord.”

Command #20: Do not be avenging yourselves, beloved ones, but give room for
the wrath [of God]. Here we have the negative and the positive. Negatively, “do not
be avenging yourselves,” and positively, “give room for the wrath [of God].”

Dr. Mitchell says:

Paul concludes this twelfth chapter by giving us our responsibility toward those
who don’t love us or like us, who are opposed to our ministry and to our Christian
faith. If you try to live as a Christian and please God, you are bound to receive op-
position of some kind. Let’s face up to it. The closer you walk to the Lord and the
more you seek to please Him, the greater will be the opposition you can expect. We
live in a world that has no place for the Savior. So what is my relationship to be?
Let’s praise the Lord together as we sing verse 2 of “Day by Day”: “Ev’ry day

the Lord Himself is near me With a special mercy for each hour; All my cares He fain
would bear, and cheer me, He whose name is Counsellor and Pow r. The protection of
His child and treasure Is a charge that on Himself He laid; As your days, your strength
shall be in measure, This the pledge to me He made.”

July 13 — Taking the High Road (Romans 12:20-21)
Romans 12:20: “But if your enemy is hungry, be feeding him; if he is thirsty, be

giving him a drink; for in doing this, you will heap burning coals of fire upon his
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head.”

Romans 12:21: “Do not be overcome by evil, but be overcoming the evil by
means of the good.”

Verse 20: “But if your enemy is hungry, be feeding him; if he is thirsty, be giving
him a drink; for in doing this, you will heap burning coals of fire upon his head.”

You see this principle carried out in the conflict between Saul and David as Saul is
trying to murder David. With Abishai, David snuck into camp and stole Saul’s spear
and water jug. At another time, David also cut off a piece of Saul’s robe in a cave, but
did not kill him.

1 Peter 2:15: “For such is the will of God, that by doing right you may silence the
ignorance of foolish men.”

The passage is from the book of Proverbs that Paul is using in this situation. Prov-
erbs 25:21-22: “If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, give him
water to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head, and the Lord
will reward you.”

“Heaping the burning coals of fire upon this head” is the intense pain, the shame
and repentance involved, that comes from realizing the wrong that was done is being
returned with a kindness.

Verse 21: “Do not be overcome by evil, but be overcoming the evil by means of
the good.”

Command #21(our last command): Do not be negatively overcome by evil, but
positively be overcoming the evil by means of the good.

Stedman says:

One day I read a story about a boy who was in the Army. He was a Christian
and had formed the habit of praying beside his bed before he went to sleep. He
kept up this practice in the army, but he became an object of mockery and ridicule
to the entire barracks. One night, he knelt to pray after a long, weary march. As he
was praying, one of his tormentors took off his muddy boots and threw them at the
boy, one at a time, hitting him on each side of his head. Saying nothing about it, the
Christian just took the boots and put them beside his bed and continued to pray. But
the next morning when the other man woke up, he found his boots sitting beside his
bed, all shined and polished. It so broke his heart that he came to the boy and asked
him for forgiveness. That led, after a time, to the man becoming a Christian. This'is
what Paul means when he says you overcome evil with good.

I love it when Russell Newport sings that great hymn, “Broken and Spilled Out”:

ONE DAY, A PLAIN VILLAGE WOMAN,

DRIVEN BY LOVE FOR HER LORD,

RECKLESSLY POURED OUT A VALUABLE ESSENCE,

DISREGARDING THE SOURCE.

AND, ONCE IT WAS BROKEN AND SPILLED OUT,

A FRAGRANCE FILLED ALL THE ROOM.

LIKE A PRISONER RELEASED FROM HIS SHACKELS,

LIKE A SPIRIT SET FREE FROM THE GLOOM.

BROKEN AND SPILLED OUT

JUST FOR LOVE OF YOU, JESUS,
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THY MOST PRECIOUS TREASURE
LAVISHED ON ME.
BROKEN AND SPILLED OUT
AND POURED AT YOUR FEET.
IN SWEET ABANDON
LET ME BE SPILLED OUT AND USED UP FOR THEE.
Let’s worship the Lord together by singing verse 3 of “Day by Day”: “Help me
then in ev’ry tribulation So to trust Thy promises, O Lord, That I lose not faith's sweet
consolation Offered me within Thy holy Word. Help me, Lord, when toil and trouble

meeting, E’er to take, as from a father’s hand, One by one, the days, the moments fleet-

ing, Till I reach the promised land.”

July 14 — The Powers That Be (Romans 13:1-2)

Romans 13:1: “Let every person be putting himself in subjection to the govern-
ing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which are
existing are established by God.”

Romans 13:2: “so that he who is resisting authority has opposed the ordinance of

God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.

Verse 1: “Let every person be putting himself in subjection to the governing au-
thorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which are existing are
established by God.”

There are eight commands that are given in this passage. The first one is in verse 1.
Command #1: Let every person be putting himself in subjection to the govern-

ing authority.

Note with the words “every person,” there are no exceptions.
The reason for the command is given in the latter part of the verse, “for there is no

authority except from God and those which are existing are established by God.”

J Vernon McGee says:

We are to submit ourselves to governmental authorities for the very simple rea-
son that they are ordained of God. It is true that the kingdoms of this world belong
to Satan and that injustice and corruption abound in all governments; yet God still
has control.

Dr. Mitchell says:

When Paul wrote this passage, Nero was the emperor of Rome. He was a ter-
rible man who came to power only because his mother, Agrippina, got rid of every
man who stood in Nero’s way. There was no question she was a wicked woman.
But after Nero came to the throne, he had his mother banished from the royal pal-
ace and condemned her to death. When the executioners came to kill her, she said,
“Strike! Level your raids against the womb which gave birth to such a monster.”
Verse 2: “so that he who is resisting authority has opposed the ordinance of God,

and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.”

Since this authority is from God and established by God, there are some serious

consequences when you resist that authority.

The exceptions to the statement made in verse 2 about “resisting authority” have to

do primarily with the freedom to (1) preach the gospel or (2) stand for your convic-
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tions when these are forged by the Spirit of God.

Since sin is rebellion against divine authority, there are consequences. We can talk
to Saul, Ahab and a whole host of others.

Stuart Hamblen came to know the Lord through Billy Graham’s early ministry in
Los Angeles. He wrote several great songs. I love this one we’re going to sing this
morning as an act of worship “Is He Satisfied?”: “Do you ever search your heart as
you watch the day depart? Is there something ‘way down deep you try to hide? If this
day should be the end and eternity begin, when the book is opened wide, would the
Lord be satisfied? (Feeble) is the lamp of fame by which man inscribes his name on
the walls of time for other men to see. Though he boasts of wealth and pow r none can
help him in that hour when the angels hear his plea; is He satisfied with me? Is He
satisfied, is He satisfied? Is He satisified with me? Have I done my best, have I stood
the test? Is He satisfied with me? When my Lord shall come again, when He walks and
talks with men, what is ev’ry friend He had were just like me? Would he feel a welcome
here or would He go away in tears? Am I all that I should be? Is He satisfied with me?
Feeble me?”

July 15 — Kicking Against a Stump (Romans 13:3-4)

Romans 13:3: “For the rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for
evil. Now are you desiring to be having no fear of the authority? Keep on doing the
good, and You will have commendation from the same;”

Romans 13:4: “for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you are doing
what is evil, be fearing; for it is not bearing the sword for nothing; for it is a minister
of God, an avenger who is bringing wrath upon the one who is practicing evil.”

Verse 3: “For the rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Now
are you desiring to be having no fear of the authority? Keep on doing the good, and
You will have commendation from the same;”

Paul gives us a reason for the previous statement “for the rulers are [negatively] not
a cause of fear for good behavior, but [positively] for evil.”

Genesis 4:6-7: “Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Why are you angry? Why is your
face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do
what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master
it.””

I was teaching a Bible class in Greenville years ago, and there were two DPS of-
ficers in my class. | wanted to have some fun with them and just said, “You know I’ve
never had an officer pull me over and say, ‘Sir, you were driving so beautifully I just
wanted to stop you and tell you.” Rather, there were obviously things that had been
done disobediently and there were consequences.” These two guys saw Pearl and |
coming from Sherman to Greenville one afternoon and pulled us over. When I real-
ized what they were doing, they handed me a ticket that said, “We are giving you this
ticket as the safest driving Bible teacher in the Southwest. And you are going to appear
before the one and only true judge.” I have that ticket framed in my office as a memory
that there is good law-abiding conduct.

Paul asks the only question in the passage, “Now are you desiring to be having no
fear of the authority?”” He follows up this question with the second command.

17



Command #2: Keep on doing the good, and you will have commendation from the
same.

The late David Watson said it best:

The root of all sin could be called independence; and it is for this reason that

God calls us not only into a personal relationship with Himself, but at the same

time into a corporate relationship with the rest of the people of God. We are to be

dependent upon Him; and in the right sense, dependent on one another.

Verse 4: “for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you are doing what is
evil, be fearing; for it is not bearing the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God,
an avenger who is bringing wrath upon the one who is practicing evil.”

The “sword” is the symbol of justice in the passage. Our last phrase reads “for it
is a minister of God an avenger who is bringing wrath upon the one who is practicing
evil.”

When it comes to authority, there is a struggle that goes on within each of us,
whether we are going to be living above the law or by the law.

The answer to that choice determines the consequences.

Many of our great old invitation hymns reveal the constant struggle between going
one way and going God’s way. Charlotte Elliott expresses this in her hymn we are go-
ing to worship the Lord by singing this morning, “Just as I am.” Let’s sing verses 1,
2 and 3. “Just as I am, without one plea, But that Thy blood was shed for me, And that
Thou bidst me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come! I come! Just as I am, and wait-
ing not, To rid my soul of one dark blot, to Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! Just as I am, tho’ tossed about With many a conflict,
many a doubt, Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come! I come!”

July 16 — Consequences or Conscience (Romans 13:5-6)

Romans 13:5: “Wherefore it is necessary to be putting oneself in subjection, not
only because of wrath, but also because of conscience.”

Romans 13:6: “For because of this you also are paying taxes, for [rulers] are
servants of God, continually giving their attention to this very thing.”

Verse 5: “Wherefore it is necessary to be putting oneself in subjection, not only
because of wrath, but also because of conscience.”

“Wherefore” summarizes the valid supposition that comes from the previous argu-
ment. “Wherefore, it is necessary to be putting oneself in subjection.” This takes us
back to Command #1 and verse 1, “Let every person be putting himself in subjec-
tion to the governing authority.” Then the apostle gives a negative and a positive.
Negatively, “not only because of wrath,” but positively, “also because of conscience.”

The conscience is clear when we do submit because it is the right thing to do.

Isaiah 32:17: “The fruit of righteousness will be peace. The effect of righteousness
will be quietness and competence forever.”

Verse 6: “For because of this you also are paying taxes, for [rulers] are servants of
God, continually giving their attention to this very thing.”

J Vernon McGee says:

In this verse the word for minister is one from which we get our word liturgy.

It is strictly religious and is the same word used as angels in Hebrews 1:14 where

they are called ministering spirits. This means that the ruler occupies a divinely-
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appointed office. He has no religious function, of course, but he holds a God-ap-

pointed office. That makes me pay my taxes, although I resent doing so.

Paul tells the Thessalonians in 1 Thessalonians 4:11: “Make it your ambition to
lead a quiet life, and attend to your own business, and work with your hands just as we
commanded you.”

In the last two verses of “Just as I am,” Charlotte Elliott reveals the powerful con-
viction of the spirit in acknowledgment of sin and choosing the right way. Please join
me in worship this morning by singing verses 4 and 5: “Just as I am, poor, wretched,
blind; sight, riches, healing of the mind, Yea, all I need in Thee to find, O Lamb of
God, I come! I come! Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse,
relieve; Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come! I come!”

July 17 — Living a Law-Abiding Life (Romans 13:7-8)

Romans 13:7: “Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax [is duel; custom
to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.

Romans 13:8: “Be owing nothing to anyone except to be loving one another; for
the one who is loving the other has fulfilled the law.”

Verse 7: “Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax [is due]; custom to
whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.”

The third command is in verse 7:

Command #3: Render to all what is due them. Command #1 was in verse 1, “let
every person be putting themselves in subjection to the governing authority.” Com-
mand #2 was in verse 3, “keep on doing the good and you will have commendation
from the same” and now command #3 in verse 7, “render to all what is due them.”

The apostle then outlines 4 specifics:

1. tax to whom tax [is due]

2. custom to whom custom

3. fear to whom fear

4. honor to whom honor.

Luke 20:25: “And he said to them, ‘Then render to Caesar the things that are Cae-
sar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.””

Verse 8: “Be owing nothing to anyone except to be loving one another; for the one
who is loving the other has fulfilled the law.”

Command #4: Be owing nothing to anyone except to be loving one another. This
takes us back to Romans 12:9: “Let love be without hypocrisy. Be abhorring what is
evil; be clinging to what is good.”

Stedman says:

Therefore, Paul says, when you rub shoulders with people, remember that your
first obligation is to love them. Act in love. Show courtesy, kindness, patience,
understanding, long-suffering - whatever it takes, whatever the scene demands, you
can show that. It is a debt you owe that person. “Owe no man anything but to love
one another.”

The two verses I have chosen for the year are first Corinthians 16:13-14: “Be on
guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be courageous. Be strong. And do everything with
love.”

Howard and Jeanne Hendricks when talking about building a marriage that sur-
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vives say:
Remember: love begets love, love prompts obedience, love motivates, love
transforms, love stabilizes a relationship.

I think it would be wonderful to sing that great old prayer hymn, “Have Thine
Own Way, Lord,” to surrender to Him in a fresh new way this morning as we begin
this day telling Him to love others through us. We are totally available in surrender to
Him to do His good will and purpose. Join me in singing verses 1 and 2: “Have Thine
own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! Thou art the potter, I am the clay. Mould me and
make me After Thy will, While I am waiting, Yielded and still. Have Thine own way,
Lord! Have Thine own way! Search me and try me, Master, today! Whiter than snow,
Lord, Wash me just now, As in Thy presence Humbly I bow.”

July 18 — Love and the Law (Romans 13:9-10)

Romans 13:9: “For this, ‘You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder,
You shall not steal, You shall not covet,’ and if there is any other commandment, it is
summed up in this saying, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”

Romans 13:10: “Love is working no evil to a neighbor; love therefore is the
Sfulfillment of the law.”

Verse 9: “For this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall
not steal, You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up
in this saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.””

Dr. Mitchell says:

In the Ten Commandments, the first four laws govern our responsibility to God.

Paul doesn’t use them here since he is talking about our relationship to one another.

Leviticus 19:18: “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people,
but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.”

Stedman says:

Thus, as Paul says, Love will not sleep with your neighbor’s wife or husband.

Love will not murder your neighbor, or poison his dog, or throw garbage over the

fence into his back yard, or do anything harmful to him. Love will not steal from

your neighbor, or even keep his lawn mower for more than a month. Love will not
covet what is your neighbor’s, it won’t drool over his pool, or stew about his new

Porsche. Love does not want what your neighbor has, but rejoices with him over

what he has. Love, therefore, fulfills the law.

Verse 10: “Love is working no evil to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment
of the law.”

Here the apostle summarizes what he has been saying by giving us a working
definition for love, “Love is working no evil to a neighbor.” He then concludes with a
supposition he made earlier, “Love, therefore, is the fulfillment of the Law.”

When authority is right, relationships are right. Joe Aldrich, a personal friend that
has gone home to be with the Lord, wrote the book, Secrets to Inner Beauty. He says:

First of all, submission is necessary so that a man can be a man. An old proverb
says “Ill fares the house that knows a rooster that’s silent and a hen that crows.”

Men often complain that their wives have lost their beauty and attractiveness,
the very qualities which the husband’s love is to sustain and develop. Wives often

complain about their husband’s lack of leadership and spiritual maturity, the very
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thing their submission and inner beauty are designed to stimulate. Godly submis-

sion stimulates godly leadership.

I feel it is critical for us to turn to our vertical relationship and pray the last two
verses of the hymn we started yesterday. Let’s sing verses 3 and 4 in worship to our
Lord, “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”: “Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own
way! Wounded and weary, Help me, I pray! Power, all power, Surely is Thine! Touch
me and heal me, Saviour divine! Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way!
Hold o’er my being Absolute sway! Fill with Thy Spirit Till all shall see Christ only,
always, Living in me!”

July 19 — The Time Has Come for a Decision (Romans 13:11-12)

Romans 13:11: “And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you
to awaken from sleep; for now our salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.”

Romans 13:12: “The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us there-
fore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.”

Verse 11: “And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to
awaken from sleep; for now our salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.”

Here in Verse 11 is our next Command.

Command #5: And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for
you to awaken from sleep; for now our salvation is nearer to us than when we
believed. The motivation is the nearness of our final salvation. Why live comfortably
with authority? Why love? Jesus is Coming! To “awaken from sleep” is to recognize
our obligations, our responsibilities and our duties.

To be “sleeping” is to be forgetful of those obligations.

The reason for this command is “now our salvation is nearer to us than when we
believed.” Why present our bodies? Why exercise our Gifts? Why take responsibility
for one another? Why submit? Why love? It is because our salvation is nearer to us
than when we believed.

Dr. Mitchell says:

Oh, listen, my friend, it’s high time to awake out of sleep. Are you a sleepy
Christian? An indifferent Christian? A lukewarm Christian? Are you so satisfied
with the things of this world that in some way, somehow, you have missed Christ’s
appeal that you manifest the character, the heart, the compassion and tenderness of
the Savior to men and women for whom He died? How are we going to reach our
generation if we don’t manifest that precious love of the Savior?

Someone once asked John Wesley, “Sir, what would you do if you knew the Lord
was coming today?” He said, “I would do just what I am doing. I am living today,
every day, in the anticipation of the coming of our Saviour.”

Proverbs 27:1: “Do not boast about tomorrow for you do not know what a day may
bring forth.”

James 4:13-14: “Come now you who say today or tomorrow we shall go to such
and such a city and spend a year there, and engage in business and make a profit. Yet,
you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that ap-
pears for a little while and then vanishes away.”

2 Corinthians 6:2: “For He says, ‘At the acceptable time, I listened to you. On the

day of salvation, I helped you. Behold now is the acceptable time. Behold now is the
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day of salvation.””

Verse 12: “The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay
aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.”

We learn the next command in this verse.

Command #6: Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of the darkness and put on
the armor of light.

Hebrews 12:1-2: “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surround-
ing us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

I like what C.S. Lewis says:

We are half-hearted creatures, fooling around with drink and sex and ambition;
when infinite joy is offered us. Like an ignorant child who wants to go on mak-

ing mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a

holiday at the sea, we are far too easily pleased.

Let’s worship the Lord this morning by singing verses 1 and 2 of “All That Thrills
My Soul”: “Who can cheer the heart like Jesus, By His presence all divine? True
and tender, pure and precious, O, how blest to call Him mine! Love of Christ so freely
given, Grace of God beyond degree, Mercy higher than the heavens Deeper than the
deepest sea. All that thrills my soul is Jesus; He is more than life to me; And the fairest
of ten thousand, In my blessed Lord I see.”

July 20 — Conducting Ourselves Properly (Romans 13:13-14)

Romans 13:13: “Let us walk around properly as in the day, not in carousing and
drunkenness, not in sexual excesses and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.”

Romans 13:14: “But clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and stop mak-
ing provision for the flesh in regard to its desires.”

Verse 13: “Let us walk around properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunk-
enness, not in sexual excesses and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.”

Command #7: Let us walk around properly as in the day, not in carousing and
drunkenness, not in sexual excesses and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.

The apostle then gives three pairs of negatives:

1. Not in carousing and drunkenness
2. Not in sexual excesses and sensuality
3. Not in strife and jealousy

Verse 14: “But clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and stop making
provision for the flesh in regard to its desires.”

Command #8: Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and stop making
provision for the flesh in regard to its desires.

This command takes us back to Romans 12:2: “And stop being fashioned to this
a