STUDY NUMBER TWO

"HERE'S WHAT YOU DO" 1:5-11

Key Verse: (1:10) "Therefore, brethren, be all the
more diligent to make certain about His calling and
choosing you; for as long as you are doing these things,
you will never stumble."

TEXT:

v. 5 Now for this very reason also, having added on
your part every intense effort, provide lavishly in
your faith the aforementioned virtue, and in the virtue,
_knowledge,
v. 6 And in your knowledge, self-control, and in your
self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance,
‘gggliness,
v. 7 And in your godliness, brotherly affection, and
in your brotherly affection, the divine love;
V. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing,
they are rendering you neither unemployed nor unfruitful
in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
v. 9 For he who is lacking these qualities is so short-
sighted that he is blind, having forgotten his purification
from his former sins.
1kﬁv310 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent
to make certain about His calling and choosing you;
for as long as you are doing these things, you will
never stumble.
v.1ll For in this way the entrance into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be
_Eiphly provided for you.

INTRODUCTION :

In Acts 20: beginning at verse 18 Paul is saying good-bye
for the last time to the Ephesian elders:

"And when they had come to him, he said to them,
'You yourselves know from the first day that

I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole
time, serving the Lord with all humility and
with tears and with trials which came upon me
through the plots of the Jews; how I did not
shrink from declaring to you anything that was
profitable, and teaching you publicly and from
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house to house, solemly testifying to both Jews
and Greeks of repentance toward God, and faith
in our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, bound
in spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing
what will happen to me there, except that the
Holy Splrlt solemnly testifies to me in every

i s and afflictions awa't

“testify to you thlS day that T am innocent
of the blood of all men. For I did not shrink

from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.

Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers,
to shepherd the church of God, which He purchased
with His own blood. I know that after my departure,
savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing
the flock. And from among your own selves, men
will arise, speaking perverse things to draw

away the disciples after them. Therefore, be

on the alert, remembering that night and day

for a period of three years, I did not cease
to admonish each with tear n -

: I have coveted
or clothes. You yourselves

no man's silver or go

know that these hands ministered to my own needs
and to the men who were with me. In everything
I showed you that by working hard in this manner,
you must help the weak and remember the words

of the Lord Jesus that He himself said, "I

lll L,

more blessed to
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The emotion one feels in hearing the apostle speak
in his final address to the Ephesian elders is probably
much the feeling that Peter is experiencing in the

writing of this epistle. Go+ A Cyess AMhesd ofF hiin but he Ain't
POS‘L o oSaJ av Seared,
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Now we are going to consider JHERENSENHATIEGUNDO! "

After you have checked out all the equipment, you then
begin to develop a TRAINING SCHEDULE.

In these verses now we are going to be considering
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT.

ek WY T

£ Go"’ " %3 K We reverently
w 2 contemplated the exceeding great and precious promises,
1%1 En&wl‘ " and we bowed in awe before the overwhelmln- mlnlstry

ndous ou We must not allow
? & -he to soot e us into slumberous and
@ ﬂ-/’“/‘ perilous impotence. The Lord makes us to lie down

: in green pastures. It is only that by the gracious
@ Rw renewal we might be enabled to walk in the paths of

FML;.,L.M""-Jci:',jhtecausness for His name's sake."
@ / il gt , pr— ....T .’ _(‘\'5‘1 _‘ ' W (10

But can we §ﬁ"‘1y these addltlons at wiltl> Ah, but

the writer of this epistle is not beginning with ethical
counsel. He began by taking us around the bank and
showing us the mighty resources on which we can draw.
And then after the contemplation of our wealth he

Vo
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assumes that we are taking possession of it by faith;

and that in the strength of that faith, we are translating
our strength into holy attainment in common life. Such
lives are not idle--they are active. They are not
unfruitful--they are efficient. Surely one could not

find two words more descriptive of a worthy and positive
life. t is active and efficient. The whole life

belng glorlously opened to the incoming of the divine.

It is active and efficient in the ministry of impartation,
communicating itself in rich currencies to the interest
and affairs of the world. We become the best and the
most active and the most efficient citizens when we
contribute to the common life, the good of sweet and
perfected dispositions.”

Weisiger says, "This passage makes it very clear that
salvation beglns Wlth a divine initiative-- God's calllng
and electlon S pron -

development
and usefulness, and it leads to unspeakable joys in
the fellowship of the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ."

John Brown says, "The sum of this statement is: If you
would prove to yourselves or others that you are the
called and elected of God, be and do what the called and
elected of God are called and elected to be and do.

If you would know that you are Christians, be Christians.
In these words he shows what the called and elected

of God are called and elected to be and do. He gives

us a very brief and yet a very complete view of Christian
disposition and conduct, and suggests much important
instruction to the individual believer as to how he

is to realize these in his own experience."

Lenski p01nts out, “?é“éfﬁé'haVé'Pé er's gol ain
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J. Vernon McGee p01nts out that

Oyler points out, "The POTENTIAL for Christian growth
has been laid out in verses 3 and 4, and now in verses 5-7
Peter explains the PROCESS that must occur."

Tee po'l-cH-fq! 's mcnd Llc ﬂJouJ lsw About Fhe Process (/

mary: focus.

Verses 3 and 4 prepare the way for them by showing
the potential the believer has to develop them.

Verses 8 and 9 follow with the reasons why the
virtues should be developed and finally,

Verses 10 and 11 demonstrate the results of growth
in the virtues.

Thus the virtues were selected to reflect a godlike life=
;style in an ungodly environment. The structure o

e Virtues has been compared To | a series of steps,

(a ladder, in a multi-floored bullaiﬁﬁi However, Ethere
=3 detinite pattern to Peter's plan. He is presenting
/THE GOAL FOR GROWTH. It is a picture of perfection.

The virtues move steadily forward, climaxing with the
highest of all divine qualities. ,ghls structure could
be visualized in a ROSEBUD. The bud is not designed.

to remain closed. The natural process is for each
gﬁtal to expand and grow until it is whole or complete.

S belicver possesses the bud, faith, with the'ﬁEEEEEEal
t@ partake 21 d1v1ne nature, the complete rose in bloom..
The goal is complete expans;bn. As each virtue or
petal develops, he moves toward the beautiful and intended
.end. If any virtue or petal is not growing, the process
is incomplete. In a rosebud the inside petals cannot
*Lben until the ‘outside ones do, giving them room to

,expand What is presented is that process which leads

to partlclpatlon in the divine nature Each virtue

.14 Baby Bevn uu‘-LL Al ‘rﬁ Equipmed | T G.-‘er 2:2,3

Smith points out, "The words before us are therefore

very significant. They have been called the divine
garden of the Christian heart. Faith is the tree planted
dn-a fertile soil, and upon it, if it is rightly cultivated;
will grow the seven fruits which are here named.

95,1““1 Sha lf b( -|-'fe A Tvee Pldn-lrecl ‘I’Eﬁ vivers
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"By godliness St. Peter means here, not merely professional
but practical godliness, or that godliness which consists
in implicit obedience to the divine commands and cheerful
submission to the divine will. These are the seven-

fold fruits that grow upon the tree of faith, and each

one contains the germ of the other, whilst all are
perfected and confirmed in the last. It must not be
supposed, however, that these fruits are to be brought
forth in the order of time, one after another; that

we must wait, for example, until we are perfectly courageous
before we are patient, or perfectly godly before we

are kind and charitable. They are to grow and to be
matured together. And thus, the Christian character

1s to be rounded and complete, displaying all the virtues
in their individual, but also in their collective power."

Lou Barbeiri points out, "The Christian life is like
ower steering on a car. The engine provides the power
for I t _the driver must actually turn

,Qaw,-- _ e‘ermlnes the course of his life."

Like ?eow S-f-u.v—mg Lerd Prcwlgs Corey = W MusF Furn Hee Wheed
——Westwood points out, "Here Peter is opening up before
us the pathway that leads inevitably to abundant Christian
living. There is no royal road to a life of victory.
It must be pursued with diligence, along definite,
practical lines. The difficulty with many of us in
seeking to obtain what is often termed the abundant
life is that we are inclined to be dreamers and to
weave out of the flimsy threads of our visionary imaginings
a pattern of life that will shine and glitter before
our eyes. Such vain dreaming produces only disappointment
and disillusionment, and turns many away from the Christian
faith as if it were something impractical and visionary."

Nesbet points out, "The study of the growth whereof

the apostle presses in the next place to the end that
this saving work of grace described in the preface

may thrive. The apostle here seriously exhorts gracious
persons not to satisfy themselves with the sight of

one or some few graces in themselves but to give more
than ordinary diligence that they may seeevery grace
drawn forth."
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Ironside points out, "As we thus act upon the truth
of the Word, we will be prepared for that which follows
in verses 5-7. A better figure, perhaps, is that of
a growing tree. An acorn, for instance, falls into
the ground. The seed germinates, strikes its roots
downward and its branches shoot upward. And that acorn

becomes an entire oak tree, with all its various parts.

Faith is like the acorn, a living faith that should
characterize us as devoted Christians."

Ironside points out, "In our last chapter we discussed
the life of faith, but faith is only the beginning.

We must build on it. These verses constitute one of
the most meaningful sentences to be found in God's
word. These beautiful graces, seven in number, begin
with faith, then, like the scale, climb upward, ending
in love. We feel that Peter is saying that the divine
excellencies are like a rope, or like a cable with
seven strands. They are intertwined and arise each
out of the other. They are present in the newborn
Christian when he is born into the kingdom of Christ.
They are the genes of a beautiful Christian. As the
babe grows into strength, and finally into maturity
and manhood, these virtues also grow. They become
dominant in the beautiful Christian life."

Smedes says it so well, "If we do not match our own
dreams, what about the dreams God has for us? God's
dream for human life came true in Jesus Christ. He

is the profile of God's sort of person. Forget now
about His eternal deity; concentrate on the human person:
working with fierce honesty through a hypocritical
culture, with fine compassion through a heartless religious
system, risking everything that ordinary people want

out of life so He could minister to lost and hurt human
beings, freely led by sacrificial love into the most
untimely death in human history. What a person! And

He is God's image for us. The word is: Be like Jesus
if you want to be God's kind of human being."

Al e lse fFails Fead 4&7 rastraetrons. ',.‘/
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Because God has provided power and a divine nature,
this is what you are to do.

Richard DeHaan points out, "It almost always happens,
when you emphasize one side of a truth, somebody will
either misunderstand or misapply what you say. Let

a minister preach a sermon on the believer's security
to comfort the fearful saints, and somewhere along
the line you will encounter the reaction: This means
I can curse and swear, rip and tear, but I'm just as
sure of heaven as if I were already there."

Oyler points out, "The virtues define what growth in
the grace and knowledge oOf Jesus Christ involves. Thus
fhe virtues become the key to the whole structure and
purpose of the book. They form the target at which
Peter is aiming. It is the practice of these things
that will prevent stumbling and falling from personal

steadfastness. Note again that behavior is emphasized
in the virtues, not only correct doctrine."

The book of 2 Peter cannot be understood apart from

a clear understanding of the seven virtues in chapter 1:5-7.
They are crucial to the concept of growth in 3:18.

It has been demonstrated that the virtues form the

target at which Peter is aiming his entire book. The
virtues are the goals of growth for the Christian.

The potential has been provided in the unlimited provisions
that God has granted to every believer. This potential

has been provided for a purpose: in order that by them you
might become partakers of the divine nature and escape the
corruption that is in the world by lust. This two-fold

aim mirrors the two-fold purpose of the book.

"Now for this very reason also, having added on your part

éﬁﬁﬁyﬁihfgﬁﬁé“éffaitf'previae'lévishlyﬂy—what Peter 1is
saying here is really put yourself into this, really
work at it in every way.

Tom Wolf in his book The Right Stuff tells about the

frustration and failure of the early space programs.
Two months after Sputnik I the Navy tried to launch the
first American satellite with a Vanguard rocket. The
first nationally televised countdown began. Ten, nine,
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eight, then ignition. A mighty surge of noise and flames.
The rocket lifts some six inches. The first stage, bloated
with fuel, explodes and the rest of the rocket sinks

into the sand beside the launch platform. It appears

to sink very slowly like a fat old man collapsing into

a Barcalounger. The sight is absolutely ludicrous, if

one is in the mood for a practical joke. Oh, Khrushchev
had fun with that all right! This picture, the big buildup,
the dramatic countdown, followed by the exploding cigar

was unforgettable. It became the image of the American
space program. The press broke into a hideous cackle

of national self-loathing with the headline 'Kaputnik!'
‘being the most inspired rendition of the mood."

This certainly illustrates some people's Christian experience.

Everything gets on the launch pad and faith is exercised,

but the life never really gets into orbit because there

is no lavish provision. There is no intense effort to

be obedient to that which Peter outlines here in the J
the Groum

following set of virtues. X e |iFe Kevey qe_{.s CFF

Elizabeth Elliott has it correct in her book Discipline:
/The Glad Surrender when she says, "Strive to choose not
that which is easiest but that which is most difficult.
Do not deprive your soul of the agility which it needs
to mount up to him. Discipline is the whole-hearted
yes to the call of God. When I know myself called,
summoned, addressed, taken possession of, known, acted
upon, I have heard the Master. I put myself gladly,
fully and forever at His disposal, and to whatever He
igys, my answer is yes.

"When I was in college, it was the custom when the
yearbook came out to ask one's friends to autograph it.
Usually they wrote a few words in addition to their signature,
and when a girl asked for the autograph of a man she
especially admired, she secretly hoped for some clue
to his feelings toward her in the words he wrote. Jim
Elliott signed his name in my Wheaton Tower and added
only a scripture reference 2 Timothy 2:4 'A soldier
on active service will not let himself become involved
in civilian affairs. He must be wholly at his commanding
officer's disposal.' The message was loud and clear.

Any hopes I might have entertained, any feelings Jim
himself might have had for me that he had not at that

time expressed, must give way before the guiding principle
of his life. He was not at liberty to plan the future,
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being at the disposal of someone else. Any soldier,

any candidate for Christian discipline ought daily to
report to his commanding officer for duty. At your
service, Lord. What the soldier does for the officer

is not in the category of a favor. The officer may ask
anything. He disposes of the soldier as he chooses.

The very thought strikes horror to the modern mind. No-
body's going to tell me what to do. Nobody has a right
to dispose of me! Salvation is a gift, purely a gift,
forever a gift. It is grace and nothing else that obtains
it for us. Discipline is not my claim on Christ but

the evidence of His claim on me. I do not make Him Lord;
I acknowledge Him Lord. To do this in honesty involves
the full intention to do hls w1ll that is, to live under

éﬁh dlscmpllne of] His Wbrd "

e 1 e has already made mention of this faith
the letter to those!

o THE AFOREMENTIONED VIRTUE

M. R. James points out, "Can they take this in the general
sense of virtue or give it a more special meaning of
strength and bravery in the domain of morals?"

E. S. English points out, "The word 'virtue' speaks of
manly courage, the courage whereby as Christians we are
able to stand fast against rebuke and persecution and
agalnst all the attractions (for let no one say that

it is not attractive) of the world."

John Brown says, "Add to faith, energy. Energy manifesting
itself in the active performance of duty, and in bravely
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meeting the trials of the Christian life. The Christian
has much to do, much to suffer. His life has to be spent
not of the world, but in it, in the midst of its activities.
And it is expected that in his own sphere, none shall

be more active than he. What his hands find to do, and
it will find much, he must do with all his might. He

1s also exposed to numerous temptations amid which he

is to stand fast; and afflictions, amid which instead

of becoming weary and faint in his mind, he is to be
patient and even joyful. Without energy, activity, for-
titude, he cannot perform these duties, resist these
temptations and sustain these afflictions. Any want

of or deficiency in energy is a very serious defect in
character."

@

Illustrations of the lack of virtue can be seen in ABRAHAM

when he lied about Sarah in@elling the men that she MoseS
was his sister. Also of PETER himself when he denied

his Master. Who has not had reason to regret, how many
opportunities of doing good, of honoring God, and promoting

the best interest of mankind he has lost just for want @ ’
of a little more energy and fortitude. The force of £
the apostle's exhortation may be thus given. You believe [ _[ . mavic
but you must act and suffer in that you may do either ——
or both. [To purpose you must be energetic and brave, (:)ﬂdka
active and courageous. Add, then, to faith, wvirtue.

Work, be strong, have manly energy, and let it be manifested

in prompt decision and resolute action. Behave like

a man who believes, who has a clear fixed judgment of

what is true and right; and who is determined to follow

}%&lﬁﬂﬂﬂ it to its fair, practical results. Do _not look as if

. ¥ ‘between two opinions. ' Be _not weary in
hagaflmwki" ] ' g -minded man, unstable in

kh'”' 11 of his ways. Bear a bold front 1n opposition to
Vow the hazards connected with a consistent Christian profession.

The importance of adding to faith, virtue or energy is
strikingly exhibited in the very frequent repetition
in the Holy Scriptures of the command to be strong:

"Only be strong" says Moses to the Israelites.

"Be thou strong and show thyself a man" says
David to Solomon. "The Lord hath chosen
thee to build a house to His name. Be
thou strong and do it."
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"Be strong," said the prophet Azariah to Asa
and his army. "Bewystrong, and let not
your hands be weak."

"Beustrong;" says God by Isaiah to those who
are of a fearful heart.

“Begstrong," says the prophet Haggai.
"O Zerubbabel, be strong!"

"0 Joshua, be strong!”

"All ye people of the land, quit you like
men be strong. Be strong in the Lord
and in the power of His might."

"Be strong in the grace of our Lord Jesus,"
says the apostle Paul.

Gaebelein says, "It means moral courage Iew. =7

refuses the gratification of the o nature. It 1s the R Twmed 5
soldlier's courade who stands manfully against all opposition. :

It is an energy by which the heart is master of itself. Dowe. S
It is being able to choose the good and to cast aside the evil L. §'8%

as a thing conquered and unworthy of one's self. Such
courage to stand and withstand, this energy to deny one's
self makes full communlon with God p0551bl

Moses : g %adSuuq ﬂa#\w. o P_G.u_q\ Cau.w{mq ﬁ-HTam';.r Ius; Da“ ?w?onm) T

William Barclays says, "The stoics insisted that in life Wis heav*
there must continuously be what they called 'prokope,'
which is moral progress. The word 'prokope' is a word
that can ke used for¥the adyance of an army towards its
obj ive.) In the Christian life there must be this
ready moral advance. Moffett quotes as saying that the
Christian life must not be an initial spasm followed
by a chronic inertia. It is very apt to be just that.
It is apt to be a moment of enthusiasm when the wonder
of Christianity is realized and then a failure to work
out the Christian life in this continuous progress.
"That brings us to still another basic idea here.
Peter bids his people to bend every energy to do this.
That is to say, in the Christian life the supreme effort
of man must cooperate with the grace of God. As Paul
has it, 'Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
for it is God that works in you, both to will and to
do of His good pleasure.'"
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J. Vernon McGee points out, "It characterized the very
finest of Roman manhood, strength, valour, courage and
rexcellence."

Richard W. DeHaan says, "In the New Testament the Greek
word translated 'wirtue' usually has reference o moral
gjexcellence, but its usage in the classical Greek adds

a significant dimension. When an ancient Greek wanted

to describe something that /fulfilled its designed purpose,
he ascribed this word to it. For instance, an especially
sure-footed, swift and smooth riding horse was called
'virtuous.' Land labeled virtuous was usually fertile
and productive. This descriptive term was applied to
anything that Eerfec;;x fulfilled 1ts desiﬁned purpose.
As we have a designed purpose to 1ke Christ, we are
to have as our goal a perfect conformlty to the image

of His Son, beginning here and now. We can only make
progress as we seek it in humble dependence upon the
Lord. Then as we overcome the flesh and develop the
aualltles of Christ himself, we will grow in virtue,

for we will be fulfilling the purpose for which we have
been called."

Oyler points out, "The meaning of the word '
the first term in the list of v1rtues, it re

broad sense of excellence,, 3 ~fhe moral *lﬂéﬂff ﬂmT
@rea. The term is used in Phlllpplans 4.3 to speak of }3Ke*£yﬂyh/
anything that is good and exce at concept is hd}§¢e¢14~71 g5
personalized and embodied in the person of God. It is ;ﬁe??ue wi

His nature that is excellent. All His attributes are Th,ﬁ?$ﬂv¢hﬂm*’
incorporated in the term. 1In 2 Peter 1:5 there is a hdeﬁN@JI?
broad summary term that speaks of the overall character J“$f>@djf?’ e
or quality of a man's life. It is not a spec1f1c virtue E;:&Jf' ¢~n%
in and of itself but incorporates all that is virtuous.
God's character should be the pattern for growth. Jesus

©F Good ?":?'*

said in Matthew 5:48 = lF+ﬂwfbeﬁ T,
'Therefore, be perfect, as your heavenly Father (urdfus ; i B
is perfect.' beénﬂt%ﬁﬁw

Virtue is first in the list of virtues because in Peter's Thenss  of

mind it reflects all that God is, and that is what he "";E;_"%ilt

desires his readers to become, partakers of the divine Ge i

nature.

"The term is used in much the same way as Paul
uses 'above reproach' in the list of qualifications for
eldership in 1 Timothy 3:2. It is a summary term that
reflects the overall character of the man and incorporates
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all the other virtues. As Barclay states, it is that virtue
that makes a man a good and effective citizen and friend.

It is that virtue which makes him expert in the actual

art and technique of living well."

Blair points out, "The first grace believers are called
upon to add to their faith is virtue, or moral character.
A little girl was spending a few days with her grandmother.
While sitting on Grandma's lap, she said, 'Grandma, I

love you so much. You're so pretty.' Aged Grandma,

thin and wrinkled, laughed and replied, 'That's very

sweet of you, darling, but I'm not pretty.' The little
girl paused thoughtfully then said, 'Oh, yes you are.

You are pretty on the inside.' God wants you and me

to be pretty on the inside."

Westwood points out, "In your faith, have virtue. Virtue
is a splendid word. It is used twice in the same chapter.
We are spoken of as being called by qlory and virtue.
It speaks of the exclusion of all that is extraneous
lpnd false and fitful as an initial habit of life. The
same thing is stated in other terms by John in his epistle
when he says, 'If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness' (¥'0chn 1:9). When confession of
sin is initially made to God, when we first come to Him,
we receive two blessings, namely,

forgiveness and cleansing
This should be borne out in testimony in our practical
lives, so that we should not only boast of the fact that
God has saved us by His grace, but we should show to
men around that we live cleansed lives. "Have in your
faith, virtue."

Harry Ironside says, "The virtue of which he speaks here

is not simply chastity, as some might think, but it is
really valor, which is the outstanding virtue of a soldier.
And we are called to be soldiers of Christ."

= 'y A 5 ( 5 - al . . .
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We have already run into the word knowledge back in verse 3
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John Brown points out, "We are presented with this great
truth, that it is by faith putting forth a powerful influence
and by that powerful influence being directed as to its
objects, and guided in its operations by ever-growing
knowledge, and habitually considerate wisdom, that Christians
are to afford satisfactory evidence to themselves and

others that they are indeed the called and chosen of

God.

The apostle Peter says, "Grow in the knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."

The apostle Paul says, "May your love abound, yet
more and more in all knowledge and in all judgment that
you may approve the things that are excellent; that you
may be sincere and without offense til the day of Christ,
being filled with the fruit of righteousness, which are
by Christ Jesus to the praise and glory of God. May
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding
being enlightened, that you may know what is the hope
of His calling."

1 Peter 3:7 "You husbands, likewise, live with your
wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel,
since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow-
heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not
be hindered."

Oyler points out, "The second vlrtue is knowledge. Here
particular way of life. It is a knowledge ‘that enables
one to know how to act 1nﬂgprt1cu1ar situations. These
seven virtues represent th ~goal of growth Each virtue
takes a step further toward completeness. Moral excellence
is a general term and it must be defined. It is a general
concept that refers to any excellent quality. Knowledge
does for moral excellence what the entire list of virtues
does for growth. Knowledge forms the framework for moral
excellence. Knowledge must be added to morality to provide
@direction. It serves as the guldance system for the 2
,moral pursult. The prlnC1p1e is illustrated in Romans 10:2
"For I bear of them witness, that they have a zeal
for God, but not in accordance with knowledge."
If morality is to be moral, it must have a standard.
The believer, if he is moving toward completeness in
Christian growth, must be growing in that which is
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right and pleasing in the sight of God. As growth occurs,
conduct will reflect more and more of the divine nature
and less of the world's corruption."

Westwood points out, "Then Peter adds 'in virtue, knowledge.'
One might imagine that one hears the faint echo of someone
intimating that knowledge puffs up. EKnowledge that reaches
only the head and not the heart will engender pride and
conceit. But God and His Word reaches not only man's

mind but he reaches man's heart. And there is no more
humbling process than this. The meek will he guide in
judgment. The meek will he teach his way. The secret

of the Lord is with them that fear Him. Let us never

be afraid for a moment that we shall assemble too much
knowledge of our Lord or of the truths which He has set
forth in His Word. They affect our hearts. We shall

be kept humble."

Ironside points out, T ~can be no proper growth without
@ deepened understanding of spiritual realities.” ,
Khowle dge = Qreakes Grace, Peace, Wikdom Lot Trust, Paticnce
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@The third virtue in the chain of virtues that are mentioned
in these verses is SELF-CONTROL. '"And in your knowledge,
' self-control." .
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alatians 5:22,23 .

This word occurs in

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, self-control; against such things there 1is

no law."

The concept is demonstrated in I Corinthians 9:27

"But I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest
possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself
should be disqualified."
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John Brown says, "The word properly signifies gSelf-command
and denotes the gight state of the mind, heart, and life

in reference to those objects in the world which naturally
call forth our desires, whether it be pleasure, profit,

power or reputation. It is just another word for moderation,
or self-control, and is descriptive of the right state

of the thoughts, affections, and behavior in reference

to things seen as temporal."

2 Corinthians 6:17,18

"Therefore, come out from among them and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will be a father unto you, and you
shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

William Barclay says, "IL is the ability to take a i
jon _one's self It is the situation which reason ights
against pa551on and prevails. The battle is still on
but it is a winning battle. We call it jself-control,
or self-masterye It pictures the situation in which

a man's instincts and passions remain, but remain under

-perfect control and mastery, and so /become his servants
and not his tyrants.

Oyler says, "The third virtue is self-control. The inclusion
of this virtue by the apostle Peter is most appropriate

in view of the false teachers. They were self-willed

and followed after their own lusts and sensuality. Self-
control is the ability to take a grip on one's self.

It is the virtue of one who masters his desires rather

than be mastered by them. Reference here would not be

to just the sexual drive but all the things that make

for moral excellence, based on the knowledge of God and

His Word.™"

The next petal to unfold in the progress of Christian
growth after knowledge is self-control. There's a most
significant relationship between the -two. The addition
of self-control to the believer's knowledge would protect
him from the insipient danger of false teachers. As
moral excellence necessitates knowledge, so knowledge
makes self-control imperative. Knowledge without self-
control is not knowledge at all, according to Peter.

True knowledge abstains from the evil. It knows to
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identify. Of little use is a trained mind in an ungoverned )J-'*'
body. ThroUghout the ScrlpEure knowledge 1is related
TO obedience. Jesus said in Matthew 7:24

"Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts
upon them may be compared to a wise man."

Acquired knowledge must lead to appropriate action. Knowledge
does not lead to liberty or license, as the false teachers
proclaimed.  For Christian progress, knowledge must be
iaccompanied by self-control."

Hannah Whitall Smith in her book Religious Fanaticism writes,
"A quiet, steadfast holding of the human will to the

will of God and a peaceful resting in His love and care

is of infinitely greater value in the religious life

than the most intense emotions or the most wonderful
experiences that have ever been known by the greatest

mystic of them all."

Nevenv Sec An undss u'pfm'cJ Gcc“ﬂ mMan ”

Bob Richards in his book The Heart of a Champion says,
"The first 1ndlspensable quallty is self-control. If

I have learned one thing in sports, it is that before

a man ever scales the heights of greatness without, he
must first of all learn to control himself within. Most
of the great champions of the world learned to hold their
emotions in check. They have a certain amount of emotional
stability. On the other hand, I have seen some potentially
great atheletes miss their goals, missed reaching the

top because they couldn't control themselves. I think

of one athlete I knew who was endowed with a tremendous
body, 6'4" tall, 195 pounds, supple and well-coordinated.
He could run the 100 yards in 9.8; he could broad jump

25 feet; he could run the hurtles in 14 flat; and he
starred in football and basketball. There wasn't anything
he couldn't do. He was a natural if there ever was one.
But while he had this tremendous physical development,

he lacked one very important mental trait: he couldn't
control his temper. I have seen this boy in competition
after competition, way out ahead of everyone, his splendid
body working for him, when, all of a sudden, he would
raise a crossbar, wobble a discus throw; and then, as

we say in track and field, he would blow his top."
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/Ann Kiemel in her book I Am Running to Win says, "I would
have missed out on many things in life if I had not done
them, things I did not feel like doing at the time but
disciplined myself to do; and it turned out positive."

it spills over and affects all the other areas. The

more I am disciplined in my running, the more I am disciplined
in my eating, in my Bible study, in my exercise habits,

and my love for others. It all falls together. The

more I look to God for obedience, to follow Him, not

my physical desires or my ego needs, the more He is the
fulfillment."

"%ﬂg "I really believe if we discipline ourselves in one area,

"And in your self-control, PERSEVERANCE,"

<§E)ﬂe now come to a consideration of the fourth key word
or virtue in this section. We have looked together at
virtue
knowledge and
self-control
and now the fourth word is perseverance.

*’ "For you have need of so that when you
have done the will of God, you may receive what

was promised."

Hebrews 12:1,2

"Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses

surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance
aﬁ" and the sin whieh-so _easily entangles us; and let

us run with<e the race that is set before

us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector

of faith, who, for the joy set before Him, endured

the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down

at the right hand of the throne of God." »
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its perfect result, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing."
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of His might. Put on the full armor of God, that

&1 Ve you may be able to stand firm against the schemes
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I Corinthians 15:58 | S Fini

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, for as much as you know that your labor 1is

@069 not in vain in the Lord." we @an Stal [ @awﬁah}
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Gary Inrig in his book Quality Friendship, The Risks A-Prqqer o
and Rewards says, "There is one other thing that we should | zfup, s
notice about the word 'endure.' It is not primarily ; -
a negative or a passive quality. It does not mean thathuV%iaeA”??V_
we submit ourselves to difficult circumstances with a 'F% | Elia#
spirit of resignation and defeat. [@hé idea behind the ﬂalf-ré
word is that of a soldier staying in the heat of the Chyist wiliz.
‘battle, under terrible opposition, but pressing forward | i) sut THex
/to gain a victory. William Barclay captures the sense Nal Scarveld
of the word in this way. It is not the patience that S s
can sit down and bow the head, and let things descend RaMJS‘+ 7
upon it, and passively endure, until the storm is passed.&mj@g»nLHJMQ
It is the spirit that can bear things not simply with Son /:
resignation, but with blazing hope. It is not the spiritﬁm1 :
which sits staticly, enduring in the one place, but the
spirit which bears things because it knows that these
things are leading to a goal of glory. It is not the
patience which grimly hopes for the end but the patience
which radiantly hopes for the dawn.

"It has been called a masculine gonstancy under
trial. It is the quality which keeps a man on his feet
(with his face to the wind. It is the Virtue which can
transmit the hardest trial into glory because /beyond
the pain it sees the goal.
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"George Matthleson, who was stricken in blindness and
dlsa2201nted in love, wrote a prayer in which he pleads
that he mi ht aggggt God's will, not with dumb resignation
but with holy joy; not only with the absence of murmur,
but with a son of praise. Only endurance can enable

sl > —_—
a man to do that."

AEER Qggpened in Southwest Asia about 1372 A.D. Emperor
gamerlan armg had been routed, thoroughly dispersed

by a powerful neighboring enemy. To save his own life,
Tamerlan hid in a deserted, dilapidated old barn. Dejected
and discouraged, Tamerlan watched an ant try to carry

a grain of corn over a perpendicular wall. The kernel

was larger than the ant. The job was impossible. Fifty-
nine times in one day the ant failed. The next day it

was back trying again. 60-61-62-63-64 times the ant

tried, and 64 times he fell back. On the 65th try he
pushed the grain of corn over the top. Tamerlan leaped

to his feet with a shout. He too would give it another
try. And he did. Reorganizing his troops and restructuring
his strategy, the enemy was put to flight.

Bill Gaither in his hymn "Because He Lives" expresses
it so well:

"And then one day, I'll cross the river,
I'll fight life's final war with pain.
And then as death gives way to victory,
I'll see the lights of glory,

And I'll know He lives.

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow.
Because He lives, all fear is gone.
Because I know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living

Just because He lives."

John Brown points out, "Patience, when distinguished

from meekness (which signifies the right way of bearing
afflictions from men), means the right way of bearing
affliction from God. But when used singly as here, it
includes both. It is a general name for the right way

of enduring afflictions from whatever quarter they may
come. It implies that the suffering is felt. It may

be very painfully felt, but that it is, at the same time,
willingly submitted to and cheerfully and thankfully borne.
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"It is the Lord; let Him do to me what seemeth good to Him."
"Not my will but thine be done."

"Lord, what thou wilt, when thou wilt, how thou wilt."

William Barclay says, ''Christian steadfastness is the
‘brave and courageous acceptance of everything that life
ﬂgan do to us, and the transmuting of even the worst event
£nto, another step on the upward way."

J. Vernon McGee points out, "Patience is being able to
endure when trials come. [Patience is endurance. It

is built upon knowledge and courage, like a growing tree.
A Christian should be developing courage, then knowledge,
then self-control, and then endurance."

Oyler points out, "The two meanings of endurance under
stress and perseverance in good deeds in early Greek
literature are given purpose and motivation in the 01ld
Testament concept of waiting for and hoping in God. Either
the active or passive meaning could well fit into the
context of these virtues, for both meanings are attributes
of the mature Christian. However, the context of the
virtues favors the more active sense of persevering in
good deeds. The false teachers never cease from sin.
Peter indicates the believer is not to cease from doing
good works. Completeness in Christian growth necessitates.
‘perseverance. The list 1s progressing towards perfection
of character in the believer. Should the progression

stop at self-control, the process would be incomplete.

Not only must there be action as a result of knowledge,
there must be consistent performance of those actions.

If the believer is going to partake of the divine nature,
‘he must add the virtue of perseverance to self-control.
The possession and increase of this quality would provide
insulation against the persistent sinful attacks of the
false teachers. Self-control must become a habit. True
Christian growth involves staying power in doing that
which is known to be right. Control yourself and keep

on doing so. As perseverance is added to self-control
and increases, there is progress toward Christian perfection
and participation in the divine nature."

\‘chusim’ no t C_Slgl_mc; :/5 Fold 1 1—50 &gaf:ﬁ;-
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Blair points out, "Next to temperance, Peter mentions
patience. iﬂg;fnperan has do with the temptations
o of the believer, whil

Tom Westwood points out, "This is one of the greatest
needs of the Lord's people today. You remember what
Paul wrote to the Galatian Christians. He said, 'You
did run well. Who has bewitched you?' His intimation
was that these Christians had set forth upon the path

of faith with abundant energy and with great diligence.
Then Satan had bewitched them into law-keeping, observance
of Sabbath days and all those fleshly ordinances which
had been outmoded when the old covenant gave place to
the new covenant. They became lawkeepers and got out

of the sunshine of God's wondrous grace. They needed
endurance. How vain for a runner to start off on a race
around a track with a spurt of energy that lags when
the cheering dies down. He who will pass the finishing
line to receive the crown, is one who maintains a steady
pace throughout the course. This is the analogy given
us in the Hebrew epistle. 'Let us run with endurance
the race set before us, looking unto Jesus, the beginner
and completer of faith.' The Lord Jesus himself is the
great example. He endured to the end. There were no
variations of faithfulness in the Lord's life. He was
constant in His energy. Circumstances without may have
come across his pathway in clouds of blackness but they
found him just as energetic, as patient, as loving, as
staunch, as when the crowd would have taken Him to the
city of Jerusalem to crown him king. The great call
upon us today is for endurance."

Fulton J. Sheen in his autobiography called Treasures

in Clay says, "The intermittent cry of 'How long O Lord?
How long?!' is impatience that belies what the tongue
confesses: that every trial is in the hand of God.

The keeping of the scoreboard of past wrongs, the chewing
of the cud of resentment, licking of the wound and how
we received them, the playing of the tapes of injustices,
real or imagined, were so many proofs that I had not
thoroughly digested what my faith taught me and my lips
confessed, that all trials come from the hands of the
loving God."
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Langston Hughes says, "Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams

ﬂdle, life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly."

Col. Jack Broughton in his book Thud Ridge talks about
perseverance, "The Geeno's Eroblems were faster moving

than Hannibal's, and the Sam's, the Migs, and the flak
were all zeroed in and waiting for him that bleak morning
when he headed north for the last time. And he knew

fhey were waiting. Like the rest of the thud drivers,

he never lacked in knowledge or appreciation of the forces
aligned against him. But only a few flinched from the

blanket of steel that waited, always active, always eager,

never compromising.

"We had only four who couldn't hack it. Four only,
whose fear overcame them and dealt them the gravest defeat
man can suffer--to surrender to the cowardice that made
them guit in the face of the enemy,/while those they
had lived with went forth to tdke their chances on dying
or rotting away in prison in order to defend their supposed
right to default on their brothers in arms, and still
go forth unblemished. This is wrong, and our system
is wrong to tolerate it. You try and change it if you
will. I have already tried and been rebuffed. No matter
what demands the leadership imposes, the combat soldier
who falters and fails in the face of the enemy's fire,
is an unspeakable wretch whose own insides must someday
devour him. There is no telling what type may display
the unpardonable sin of reneging under fire. Our four
covered the spectrum. We had one who had been a professional
fighter pilot for about ten years. He loved the travel,
adventure and challenge of the peacetime forces. He
liked his aircraft and thought well of her demonstrated
prowess on the gunnery range with the practice bombs
and shells. When the press of events called him to the
day, when the gunnery range fired back, and airplanes
exploded and people died, he crawled on his belly and
surrendered his image of a map because he was afraid.
Another was a bomber guy who got caught up in the personnel
conversion to this different machine. He was out of
his element, almost as far out of his element as those
poor slobs who have been rotting in Hanoi for over two
years. So he fell on his face and cried, 'I can't take
it!' He had been professionaly raised under a banner
that unfortunately says, 'Peace is our profession,' and
he wasn't capable of transforming himself to the knowledge
that war is our profession, as most of the rest of the
bomber guys did.
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"Our third failure was a lieutenant, who almost cracked

up earlier while pulling alert pad duty with nobody even
shooting at him. Perhaps I should have spotted him then,
but it took only a few lousy 37 millimeter shells bursting
woefully out of range to surface this clever dodger in
uniform. He decided that he would like to be a ground
officer during the period of hostilities, and the last

I heard, he was getting away with it.

Our fourth was our worst. He wears the U.S. Navy
ring of an Anapolis graduate. I always knew the Navy
was smart, but how they figured this clown out ten years
ago and got him transferred to the Air Force is beyond
me. He was the worst in that he knew better and had
demonstrated the capability under fire to do the job.

He quit around the half-way mark when he was approaching
the stage where he would have been of real value to us.
Among other things, he developed a fear of heights after
ten years as a jet pilot. He learned all the rules and
all the angles, and he played them to the hilt. When
all else failed him, he managed a hardship discharge.
Hardship indeed that this leach defaced the profession
as long as he did."

Elizabeth Elliott in her book Discipline: the Glad Surrender
says, "When I was in the sixth grade, one of our penmanship
exercises was this verse, which has rung in my mind ever
since: 'If a task is once begun, never leave it 'til

its done. Be the labor great or small, do it well or

not at all.' We will finish our course with joy if we
‘stick to the assignment. We will be able to say as Jesus
did, 'I have finished the work you gave me.'"

Louis Smedes in his book How Can It Be All Right? says,
"My third demon is in charge of making me inflate problems
to the size of catastrophies. It makes me feel that

every time I have a nasty problem, calamity has befallen.
God turns catastrophies into problems. My demon tempts

me to see mere problems as gigantic catastrophies. If

you share my demon, we have a common killjoy. You over-
draw your checking account and you face financial disaster.
You learn that your daughter smoked pot and your children
are ruined. You have one rousing fight with your spouse
and you are ready for a divorce. When our demon prevails,
we lose our balance. The demon unhinges us. Some of

us are catastrophic hypochondriacs. Every pain in the
chest is the coronary you were worrying about. Every

case of the flu is probably deadly pneumonia. The
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demon called hypochondria steals joy and sets panic in
its place. My oldest son, when he was very young, tended
to be a histrionic hypochondriacal problem-catastrophizer.
He cut his cheek one day and saw the blood dripping to
the floor, and he panicked, 'I'm dying! I'm dying!' Then
with a sense of timing that would have done Bob Hope
justice, he paused and cried, 'I'm already dead!'

Well, an interjection of rationality into the situation
persuaded him that anyone with such a superb sense of
the dramatic was probably in the land of the living.
But the hypochondriacal demon gets into many of us; and
when it does, it kills our joy."

@"and in your perseverance, GODLINESS_."
e ————————

We have considered together:

virtue

knowledge

self-control

perseverance
and now the 5th of these wvirtues for us to concentrate
upon is seen in the word 'godliness."

Back in study #1 1:3 we read,

"Seeing that His divine power has generously given
to us everything pertaining to life and godliness
through the true knowledge of Him who called us

by means of His own glory and virtue."

We have all the tools necessary to the fulfillment of
/the pursuit of this virtue. It is just simply a matter
‘of applying these things to see the godly life beginning
to be produced in us and through us.

John Brown says, "It is descriptive of ghe right state
sof the individual with regard to God. The right state.

cof his mind, of his hearf, and of hig life, of his thoughts,
ahis_afiectlons and his conduct, @gg_;igh£ way of thinking,
ruth respecting God. /o
“happiness in Him. To be conformed to Him.
Fﬁtuztnlﬁl e Fcclm‘ﬁ\ — Ad,-[m.‘a\ Wé QOI

feeling and acting Towards God. o and belig
od. To submit to and wol [p =~ To Beek and
To
Cesuit of FQ.H(N.&HP,‘}



-29-

maintain fellowship with Him. Supremely to desire His
approbation and steadily to seek the promotion of His

glory. Habitually, to think of Him and to look on everything
in its connection with Him. All this is included in
godliness."

Richard DeHaan says, "The development of all of these
virtues may seem to be an impossibility. Expressing
faith, self-control, patience and brotherly love all

the time isn't easy. There are many pressures. We feel
that people don't understand us. We are only human,
after all. Yet God wants us to be growing. He expects .
us to be more spiritually mature now than we were a year
ago, more loving, more knowledgeable of God's Word, more
self-controlled. We have been instructed to give all
diligence to developing a God-honoring life. It requires
a strenuous effort but it's worth it. Therefore, give
all diligence. Get to work. Strive to develop godly
qualities and you'll be surprised at the way God honors
your sincere dedication and earnest efforts."

Oyler points out, "The word godliness has the idea of

proper worship or proper conduct in relation to deity.

The New Testament usage also reveals this two-fold aspect

of an inward attitude that results in outward action.

This particular manner of life must find its source in

God's provisions. The lifestyle of godliness emanates

from a God-ward attitude. Godliness in this context

refers to that proper attitude toward God that results

in behavior that is pleasing to God. The focus is upon

the appropriate inner relationship to God. If any of

the preceding virtues are to be virtues at all, godliness
must follow. Godliness provides the proper motive for
perseverance. In order for Christian growth to move

toward completeness, godliness must be added to perseverance.
Consideration of God must control all of life for the
growing believer. Above all, he learns to seek His approval
and please Him."

(::) The 6th character trait or virtue that Peter talks about
in the seventh verse is "in your godliness, BROTHERLY AFFECTION..

DN ASEN P 14V —"To hove Ho Broher” dohn iz
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Romans 12:9,10

"Let us have no imitation Christian love. Let us
have a genuine break with evil and a real devotion
to good. Let us have real warm affection for one
another, as between brothers, and a willingness

to let the other man have the credit."

Hebrews 13:1

"Tet love of the brethren continue."

JEPeter 1222 Q,) eo
"Since you have in obedience tofthe trut purified
your souls for a sincere(love of the brethren,)
fervently‘one another Tfrom the heart.

|
YA TN

It is sufficient to note here that love for the brethren

seems to be a natural result of the salvation experience.

The growing Christian must develop a warm, friendly attitude

toward people, 'especially those of the household of faith'

(Galatians 6:10). The word concentrates, as in the rest of the

New Testament, upon a warm, friendly, affectionate quality

of life. This love can be expressed to both believer

and unbeliever, as indicated by the broader New Testament

usage. The distinction between philadelphia and agape

is not the object of the Christ versus non-Christian,

but the source of a warm, affectionate, emotional response

and an act of the will. The climax is beginning to build

as Peter approaches agape. Philadelphia is placed after

godliness and before agape, as a bridge to complete Christian

growth. The goal is conformity to the divine nature.

Godliness speaks of a God-ward attitude that results

in a life pleasing to Him. /True godliness is expressed

in loving others. A friendly attitude toward other human

creatures that God has made constitutes true godliness.

If the virtues were to stop at godliness, they might

have the potential to become a cold, religious coating,

void of the warmth and concerns so characteristic of

the divine nature. The previous virtues also imply qualities

related to self and to God. Peter, however, lest he

fall short of the goal of Christian growth, adds the

element of concern for others. These final two virtues

provide the ultimate fruitage of faith. Without them,

Christian maturity would never be reached.
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Sheldon Vanauken in his book A Severe Mercy says, "But
if the best of life is, in fact, emotional, then one
wanted the highest, purest emotions, and that meant joy.
Joy was the highest. How did one find joy? In books
it seemed to be found in love, a great love, though maybe
for the saints there was joy in the love of God. He didn't
aspire to that though. He didn't even believe in God,
certainly not! So if he wanted the heights of joy, he
must have, if he could find it, a great love. But in
the books again, great joy, true love, seemed always
to go hand in hand with frightful pain. Still, he thought,
looking out across the meadow, still the joy would be
worth the pain, if, indeed, they went together. If there
were a choice, and he suspected there was, a choice between,
on the other hand, some sort of safe, cautious middle
way, he, for one, here and now, chose the heights and
the depths.

Since then, the years had gone by, and he, had
he not had what he chose that day in the meadow? He
had had the love and the joy, what joy it had been, and
the sorrow. He had had, was having, all the sorrow there
was, and yet the joy was worth the pain. Even now, he
reaffirmed that long past choice."

(Grady Nutt in his book So Good So Far says, "My witness

to you is only partly places and itinerary. It is largely
persons who have laid hands on my soul and life to bless
me. I've spent a heap of time as a heap for a time

in some very real ditches. I have been passed by on

the other side by folks with temple kinds of things to

do. I am who, what, whatever I am today because of the
Samaritans who have oiled my wounds and donkeyed me to
help. Typically good Samaritans, they did not count

the cost (and I cannot adequately repay). They never asked to
be known or noticed, never used their concern as leverage
or pressure on me. I can stand more nearly straight

and tall because they stooped to help me. Like blind
Bartimeus, now I see.

"Eleanor and I met in college. We had two years of courting,
dating, courting, engagement, courting, waiting, courting,
courting, courting. Through it all--no arguments, no

fusses, no slammed down phones; more than harmony, unison.

In Eleanor's words, 'We both loved Grady.' That's true."
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Smedes in his book How Can It Be All Right says, "Thousands
of unwitting lovers this June, while I write, will stand
in front of a preacher, waiting for magic words that

will 1ift them off into love's endless spaces, where
happiness is the air they breathe. But for every couple
ready to fly the friendly skies of love, there are a
hundred couples whose flight was grounded years ago,

when the power of love petered out and the inertia of
boredom or the energy of hate set in. How they need

a promise that things will be better tomorrow, even though
they are rotten today."

Smedes points out, "Love is a power that flows into persons
and drives them to move toward others. Love enables people
to do loving sorts of things and be loving sorts of persons.
That love is a power explains why Paul personifies it,
talking as if love itself did things. 'Love believes,'

he says, 'and love endures, hopes, and bears all things.'
What he obviously means is that love is the power which
enables people to endure, to believe and to hope. Knowing
that love is a power can reduce the burden of love as
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Oyler points out, "The emphasis in the divine love is
upon an act of the will, with the best interest of the
other person in mind. The distinction of agape as love
of choice and of the will is seen in the New Testament
in God's relationship to man. The New Testament confirms
the idea that agape is love of the will but desires the
best for the object loved. The essence of agape is that
it originates in the will and can be exercised apart
from the emotions. The issue is not ob]ect of i the love;
!but orlgln of the love. The ultimate in Christ-likeness
is choosing to do and want the best for others, regardless
of their desirability. This is the meaning of agape
in the list of the virtues. The summit has been reached.
The climax has concluded. The ultimate in Christian
growth is agape. All the preceding virtues find their
climax in love.

What is the relationship of agape and philadelphia?
In what sense is there progress toward perfection? The
key is found in the only verse in Peter's writings that
includes both terms: in 1 Peter 1: - ter states:
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"Since you have in obedience to the truth
purified your souls for a sincere love
(phileo) of the brethren, fervently love
(agape) one another from the heart."

Notice that Peter does not change the object of whom

they are to love, but how they are to love. In both

cases, it is the famlly of God or one another. However,
Peter was concerned that they move from phileo to agape.

There apparently was a warm, affectionate, emoctional

love, but jhew needed to learn to love with their wills.

The sacr1f1c1al giving love was lacking. The apostle
de31red that they move toward a love that was greater

and broader than phlladelphla. Believers can be as unloveable
as nonbelievers, and thus require agape. For true Christian
perfection to emerge, one must learn to love by an act

of the will, as well as the emotions. If Peter had stopped
at philadelphia, he would have left the list of Christian
virtues far from its goal. Throughout the Scrlptures,

agape is presented as the climax of maturity. "1 Cor.

"But now abide faith, hope, love; these three but
the greatest of these is love."

Colossians 3:14

"And beyond all these, put on love, which is the
perfect bond of unity."

. John 4:7
"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is
from God; and everyone who loves, is born of God,
and knows God."

Smedes points out, "Love moved God to become a person
like us. Love led Him as a man to use His power wholly
as servant power. In love's power He gave himself in
kindness. He washed dirty feet,
wept with grief-wracked people
empathized with a harlot
entered the lives of the disowned & distained.
All His life He was powerful in kindness. ButTHefhanged-thim.
They pounded a rail into the ground, put a crossbar on
it, and hanged Him til He died. God, who is love, was
hanged to die, the center of power for the world was
weakest of all men."
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One cannotﬂfeel that Simon Peter has in mind, first of

all, the Upper Room experience, when the Lord talked
a great deal about agape love: John 13:34,35

"A new commandment I give unto you: that you love
one another, even as I have loved you; that

you also love one another. By¥%hall all men know
that you are my disciples, if you have love one
for another."

The play on words here a lmost an actual recounting
of what took place in J ~when Peter and six other
dlSClpleS met with the resurrected Lord on the shores

of the Sea of Galilee for breakfast that morning --

"So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said
to Simon Peter, 'Simon, son of John, do you agape
me more than these?' He said to him, 'Yes, Lord;
you know that I phileo you.' He said to him, 'Tend
my lambs.

He said to him again a second time, 'Simon, son

of John, do you agape me?' He said to Him, 'Yes,
Lord, you know that I phileo you.' He said to

him, 'Shepherd my sheep.'

He said to him the third time, 'Simon, son of John,
do you phileo me?' Peter was grieved because He
said to him the third time, 'Do you phileo me?'

And he said to Him, 'Lord, you know all things.

You know that I phileo you.' Jesus said to him,
'Tend my sheep.'"
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This is the first time in the biography of the apostle
Peter that he admits that he is not capable of producing
agape love.

Paul tells us in Galatians 5: that the fruit of the spirit
is agape.

It is only as we are empowered by the indwelling Spirit,
that we are capable by an act of our_w111 to offer a

et

5self~sacr1f1c1ng act of love to those in the world around
us.
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/Oyler points out, "The fruits of faith begin with moral
excellence. This general term that reflects excellency

of a person's character must be given direction of knowledge.
Simply knowing what is good and right does not imply

doing it. Therefore, self-control must be added. This
behavior needs to become consistent, so the believer
supplies perseverance. All of these actions must be

seen and carried out in a proper relationship to God

to be truly Christian wvirtues. And therefore, godliness

is the next step toward perfection. If God-likeness

is the goal, love must be central. Philadelphia speaks

of a warm, affectionate quality of life that is friendly
towards others. Ultimately, true love will necessitate

an act of the will, agape. If man were to be like God,
what would characterize his life? No greater challenge
confronts the believer today than the diligent effort
required to add these seven virtues to his faith; and

thus partake of the divine nature and escape the corruption
that is in the world by lust."

One of the things that is so important for us to recognize
right now is that we are totally incapable of this kind

of production. But how precious to know that it's already
been recorded in verse 3 that

"His divine power has generously given to us every-
thing pertaining to life and godliness, through

the true knowledge of Him who called us by means

of His own glory and virtue."

The real secret is SURRENDER. As we surrender to the
power of the Spirit of God, we will indeed begin to see
these qualities of lifestyle showing up in our lives.

Smedes points out, "The power of agape love drives us

/to a new beginning. Love lets the past die. It moves
"people to a new beginning without settling the past.

Love does not have to clear up all misunderstandings.

In its power the details of the past become irrelevant.

Only its new beginning matters. Accounts may go unsettled,
differences remain unsolved, ledgers stay unbalanced,
conflicts between people's memories of how things happened
are not cleared up. The past stays muddled. Only the

future matters. Love's power does not make fussy historians.
Love prefers to tuck all the loose ends of past rights

and wrongs in the bosom of forgiveness and pushes us
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into a new start. Letting go of the past and beginning
here, now, where we are, to move again toward a reconciled
life is one of the hardest things any human being is

ever asked to do. Love is the power to do that."

The reason the apostle has taken time to outline these
seven spiritual dlSClplines is so that we would know
what to do and also recognize what the Lord meant when
He talked about be rlng eEruit: and ultlmately, for the
;ther to be glorified in much fruit from us.

"For if" (and, of course, this is a big 'if') "these
qualities" (that is, the seven that have been listed, virtue,
knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly
affection, divine love)"are yours and are increasing",

(not only that you possess them but you are continuing

to grow in these spiritual disciplines) the result is

going to be two- folg=

quloyed and fruitful are the opposites of unemployed
gnd.unfrultful

We need to be employed and fruitful in the Lord's work.
By growing into what we are to become, we are doing this.

: ! tows: They U become alpart"u-
of our inward ”ramework before they can ever be manifested
authentically in the external world in which we live.
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You won't be unemployed or unfruitful when you are developing

icharacter. Fellowship is really primary at this point.

We see this demonstrated in Mary and Martha, as Mary
has chosen that good part, to be sitting at His feet,
learning of Him. The Scripture tells us that Heichose
12 to be with Him.

John Brown points out, "The words of Dr. Watts are appli-
cable to others besides children. @Satan finds some mis-
chief still for idle hands to do. He is contracting
guilt by neglectlng duty and laying up a subject for
painful self-accusing reflection. Idleness has much
that is bad in it, for it argues dissatisfaction either
with our master, or with our work, or with both. Beyond
all this, it is to be recollected that the final,doom

of the idle, unprofitable servant is a very dreadful

one:
"Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest
that I reap where I sowed not, and gathered where
I have not strawed; thou oughtest, therefore, to
have given my money to the exchangers, and then
at my coming, I should have received my own with
interest. Take, therefore, the talent from him
and give it to him that hath ten talents. For
unto everyone that hath, shall be given, and he
shall have abundance; but from him that has not,
shall be taken away even that which he hath, and
cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness.
There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth."

Barclay points out, "May every heart confess thy name
and ever thee adore,
And seeking thee itself enflame,
To see thee more and more."

Lillie points out, "The Lord himself has spoken again
and again of laborers standing idle in the marketplace,
doing no useful work for God or man; and in another parable
He has described the thorny ground, here in whom the
cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful, an image
that frequently recurs in his discourses. Now we

can well believe that Peter, having heard both these
expressions from the lips of his Master, and remembering
them still, intentionally availed himself of them in

the present admonition to this brethren."”
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Oyler points out, "Growth in these seven qualities insures
usefulness and fruitfulness in the Christian life. Fruit
and usefulness are more what the believer is than what
he*does,.when seen in light of the virtues. The first
reason, our incentive to diligence in the development

of the virtues, is an assurance of usefulness and fruitfulness.

Westwood points out, "The apostle Peter is probing deep
down into our consciousness in this presentation of these
truths. As we consider them, the Holy Spirit would shine
the searching light deep into our hearts to see whether
we are real or unreal. In the midst of a wide-spread
profession of Christianity, it is very necessary that

we should take stock of where we stand in the midst of
the religious confusion all around us."

Elizabeth Elliott in her book Discipline: the Glad Surrender
says, "here is a recipe for boredom and cynicism: if

life is nothing more than a meaningless string of minutes
threaded on hours, with no comprehension of God's work

from beginning to end, the hillbilly song says 1t all

'Open the door and the flies come in,
Shut the door and I'm sweating again.
Life gets tejus, don't it?'

Paul, in speaking to the Thessalonian saints in
2 Thessalonians 3:11 we read:

"For we hear that some among you are leading an
undisciplined life, doing no work at all but acting
like busybodies. Now such persons we command and
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet
fashion, and eat their own bread. But as for you
brethren, do not grow weary of doing good."

Proverbs 18:9

"He also who is slack in his work is brother to
him who destroys."

John 15:16

"You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you;

and ordained you that you should go and bring forth
fruit, and that your fruit should remain; that
whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in my name,
he may give it you."

n
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employed and frultfulnln_the true knowledge of our Lord
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3 it was "the true knowledge
ga ps by means of His own

Jesus Christ. h osite in verse 9.
We now have the one who is lacking se qualities, the
qualities referring to the seven disciplines that have

been outlined above.

Whereas the two key words in verse 8 were
— — | —r——

unemployed and unfruitful

the key - words here are

This is a person who is a Christian but he is out of

ﬁellowshlp wlth the Lord. He is folding his hands and
n - “he one who is building his life .

i d ' and stubble,“?hther than the gold, silver
&‘Lﬁ Pre‘-‘*’--.zi%s stones. qq) The Sand wmshead of Roek !

I John 2:11

"But the one who hates his brother is in the
darkness, and walks in the darkness, and does not
know where he is going because the darkness has

blinded his eyes."
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2 Corinthians 4:4

"In whom the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them that believe not, lest the light

of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image
of God, should shine unto them."

This is the condition of those who do not know Jesus
Christ. Then, having been enlightened by the Spirit

when we are walking in the light, we are having fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus is cleansing

us from all sin.

When we walk out of that light into darkness, we are

walking out of fellowship with the Lord.

When we are in this condition, we are very nearsighted,

_so much so that we are blind to the needs of those around
Qarsy,

Harry Ironside says, "Spiritual myopia, nearsightedness,

is a tragic affliction. For one who claims Jesus as

Lord, to fix his eyes downward upon the baubles and trinkets
of life, which shall turn to ashes in life's testing

hours and to refuse to lift his face to the distant heights
and the matchless glories beyond, is to render life cramped
and constricted, and to deny one's godlike capacities

and range expression or satisfaction."

Smedes hits real hard on why these qualities would be
absent in our llfg* simply because we are not w1lllng
to allow the Spirit of God to produce this work in us.
Like Peter in the Upper Room, our pride will not let

the Lord wash our feet. And as a result, we are not

having part with Him. We are not in fellowship with

Him.

Pride, in the religious sense, is an arrogant refusal

sorlet God be God. It is to grab God's status for one's

self. In the vivid language of the Bible, pride is 'puffing
yourself up in God's face.' Pride is turning down God's
invitation to join the dance of life as a creature in

his garden, and wishing instead to be the creator, independent,
reliant on one's own resources. Never does pride want
to pray for strength, ask for grace, plead for mercy,

or give thanks to God. Pride is the grand illusion,

the fantasy of fantasies, the cosmic put-on, the fantasy
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that we can make it as little gods leaves us empty at
the center. Once we decide we have to make it on our
own, we are attacked by the demons of fear and anxiety.
We are worried that we cannot keep our balance as long
as we carry no more inside our empty heart than what

we can put there. We suspect that we lack the power

to become what our pride makes us think we are, so we
learn to swagger, to bluff, to use symbols to cover up
our fears that we lack substance. The source of all

the evils connected with self-seeking is that we turn
our ideal self into an idol and expect other people to
dance around it. We come to think our idol excuses every-
thing. We exploit people and push them around. Lie

to them, flatter them, put them down, when crudely or
with artistic finesse, we treat them as irreplaceable
supports for the ego we are trying to build into a self.
This is the poison that so easily gets into all our love.
We love others only so that they will become accolades
at the altar of our divine self.

Shortsighted in the sense that they are living only for
themselves, and living only for the now. /

Ne [rhc( Raunge | ¢af , PDrng.- . Noww !

John Brown says, 1§e is occupled with things near at
¢hand. He sees them but not as they really are, and he
L;s 1ncapable of seelng dlstant objects. Consequently,
he is not affected by them. He looks intently on the
things seen, in temporal, but he does not see for he
does not look at the things that are unseen and eternal.
The man who lacks faith, wvirtue, knowledge, temporance,
patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, charity, while
he is seeking worldly good, wealth, honor and pleasure,
is blind indeed and does not see afar off, does not see
to the end of these things. To be thus blind is a great
misery, as well as a great fault."

Barclay points out, "The word here can have either of

two meanings. It can mean shortsighted. It is easy

to become shortsighted in life, to see things only as
they appear at the moment, and to be unable to take the
long view of things, to have our eyes so fixed upon earth
that we never think of the things which are beyond. But
this word can also mean blinking, or shutting the eyes.
Again, it is easy in life to shut our eyes to that which
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sée;’ to walk, as it were, in bllnkers,

afto the ngs that we wish to see

Lillie points out, "But all the while he knows not that
he himself is blind, knowing nothing yet as he ought

to know, as another apostle who says of the man, who,
destitute of the one grace of brotherly kindness, hateth
his brother. He is in the darkness and walks in the
darkness and knows not whether he goeth because that
darkness has blinded his eyes."

The second thing that is seen in this 9th verse of those
who are lacking these qualities is that they not only
have become shortsighted, "they have forgotten his
purification from his former sins.'

"He saved us, not on the basis of deeds, which
we have done in righteousness, but according to
his mercy by the washing of regeneration and renewing

by the Holy Spirit."

"Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?
By taking heed thereto according to thy word. Thy
word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin

against thee."
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"Come now and let us reason together, saith the
Lord. Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow. Though they be red like crimson,

they shall be as wool."

"Tf we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness."

2uco rinthians 7:1

"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved,
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness and the

fear of God."

The Spirit of God, who dwells within this individual,
WAt 'grieved,by'singéﬁafqpénched by some resistance. And
as a result,:thqﬂgggggg;gggnpgggmg shortsighted, and

e £ u ¥ e ] . . L
~he has forgotten is purification from his former sins.

"Demas hath forsaken me because of his love of
this present world."

"So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith, and that you, being rooted and grounded

in love, may be able to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and heighth
and depth, and to know the love of Christ which
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up
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v.10

W

Our verse begins with a‘.—'f and in light of

the previous commands and the outlining of the spiritual
disciplines or Christian virtues, he now addresses the
bre oy He gives them a command: " 1 the = 8

Ante C "  These are commands to bellevers. W
are told to make certaln abo tha , the Lord's
doing two things: 11ling e o

Again we are reminded of John 15:16

"You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you,
and have ordained you that you should go and bring
forth fruit; and that your fruit should remain,
that whatsoever you shall ask the Father in my
name, he may give it you."

The reas

"You were running well; who cut in on you that
you should not obey the truth?"

.
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John 16:1

"These things I have spoken to you, that you may
be kept from stumbling.'

To stumble means to get sidetracked or out of fellowship
with the Lord. |

o - o - o { 2 2 o > S
—i QU“.‘-}-M; Se(F - (_“\L:'te.n-t‘;u Less Jeg Kirrg, € e s nwees

L:,'L/\l 'L_.(L\“J‘"- A Su Bt 15 wre '-')"':-v..‘t' 4 Aw £ LJ( l!-.g \L L\C‘;_, 0

Psalm 37:23,24

"The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord

and He delighted in his way. Though he fall, he
shall not be utterly cast down, for the Lord upholds
him with His hand."

If we have not concentrated on these qualities and we

are out of fellowshlp, we have stumbled. When we stumble,
we become shorts;ghtgd or blind, and we have forgotten
ithe purlflcatlon from our former sins. Now we have a
problem in that there are some latter sins too, on a
daily basis, that must be dealt with before the Lord.

James points out, "AsuChristians you are called and chosen,
act does not render exertion on your part unnecessary.

@bu must walk worthily of the calling wherewith you are
called' (Ephesians 4:1).

James 3:2

"For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does
not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect or
mature man, able to bridle the whole body as well."

English points out, "Now this does not mean that our
calling and election in Christ are not sure in God's
sight. He keeps those that are His by His own power,
sealed by the spirit until the day of redemption. What
the apostle had in mind, I think, was that those who
found in themselves no evidence of deSLrlng to put aside
the oldi life and its 51nful connectlons, in order that
they might give diligence to living unto Christ, had
/better search their own hearts. They had better be sure

that their knowledge is heart knowledge and not merely

2
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mental assent to the saving power of Christ's death.
Occasionally, one runs across a Christian who doubts

his salvation. Almost invariably, it is one who is living
in sin, whose fellowship with the Lord has been broken,
who no longer reads his Bible, who no longer is able

to pray."”

John Brown says, "They are to make their calling and

election sure. They are to make it exi%%n; to themselves

gnd others that they have been called chosen." =
‘?

The making sure refers not to the existence but to the

evidence of the facts referred to. For a Christian to

make his calling and election sure is to afford satisfactory

evidence that he has been called and elected. The meaning

is seek diligently to make it evident, both to yourselves

and others, that you are indeed called and elected. It

is necessary that those who profess to be called and

chosen should inquire whether they are so indeed, for

many suppose themselves called and chosen who have no

satisfactory evidence that they are. _ a—
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J. Vernon McGee points out, "Ewhave been marrled for

a long time, and I never lle_awake At nlght and wonder

;ghether or not i am arrled But to make nmy marriage

meanlngful il have to work at it. And I have been working

Ekgitutorys long, long time."

Richard de Haan points out, "I wonder if Peter might

have been thinking about that night many years before

when he himself had stumbled. You will recall that on

the eve of our Lord's crucifixion Peter had bravely declared
that even if all others in the world would forsake the

Lord Jesus, he would not. Just a short time later, however,
at Pilate's judgment hall, Peter was heard vehemently
denying three times that he knew the Lord. When Jesus
looked at Peter, the faltering disciple went out and

wept bitterly. If only he hadn't been so boastful. If
only he hadn't lost his self-control. If only he hadn't
been so afraid. If only-- Peter stumbled because he

chose to protect himself rather than be identified before
the world as a disciple of Christ. Perhaps that sad
experience was uppermost in his mind when he wrote the
words, 'If you do these things, you shall never fall.'

As you yield to and obey the Holy Spirit, He will keep

you from falling."
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Barbieri points out, "By his entire argument, Peter urges
his readers to exert themselves and to make certain of
their calling and election. In verse 10 he repeats the
call for zeal that he gave in verse 5. The tense of

the verb in this passage stresses the urgency of his

appeal. He again states clearly the need for cooperation
of the human will with God's sovereign call. Election
originates with God but man's behavior proves that election.
Christian calling and Christian living must not be separated.
The believer who confirms his calling by his life will

be aware of two results:

1. The first result stated in verse 10 relates
to his life. The believer will never fall
or stumble. The Christian who progressively
develops these virtues in his life will grow
steadily. This growth will be obvious proof
that he has been elected by God.

2. The second result is explained in verse 11

and it relates to the future. The believer

will reach the goal of his lifelong journey,

and he will make it with an abundant entrance.
This picture was borrowed from the Greek culture. Heroes
from the Olympic games were welcomed back to their home
cities in a spectaculay way. They were not brought through
the regular city gate but through a special one constructed
for the occasion. Thus the believer who follows the
Lord's program for growth will be abundantly blessed
in the future. He will share in that everlasting kingdom
of Jesus Christ, which will one day be manifest upon
the earth."

Blair points out, "A minister relates a story about Jacob
Walker, a lighthouse keeper on Robbins Reef off the rocky
shore of New England. After years of faithful service

of minding the light, he became ill and died. His wife
buried his body on the hillside above the shore on the
mainland, in plain view of the lighthouse. Later she
applied for and received the appointment as the keeper

of the lighthouse. For 20 years she carried on alone,
and then a New York reporter went out to get her story.
She told him this, 'Every evening I stand in the door

of the lighthouse and look across the water to the hillside
where my husband's body is buried. I always seem to

hear his voice saying, as he often said when alive, 'Mind
the light, mind the light.'
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"Across the troubled waters and the roaring breakers
of the confusing age in which we live, there comes another
voice to you and me. It's the voice of the Son of God
saying, Mind the light, mind the light. This is the
gospel light. We mind it by how we live and by what
we say. Our Lord declared in Matthew 5:16
"Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father
which is in heaven."

Here we are told in this 10th verse to be concentrating
on the conduct. It's what we are that really counts,
more than what we do.

Harry Ironside says, "Give diligence to make your calling
and election sure, that is, in the sense of ma ;
No one has any reason to believe that one is numbere
among the elect of God unless he 1s characterlzed by

| 1 't unto God. But where thlS

evil.

& h Elliott in her
'ays,( y'llttle dog McDuff taught me many lessons. How

élmple life was for him. He trusted me. He lived his

life one day at a time, wearing his one ragged black
coat, provided by a heavenly Father, appropriate to all
occasions, all year round. Supper was there in the dish,
Ken-L-Ration, Gaines Burgers, table scraps, whatever.
No decisions about the menu troubled him. He owned a
house and a tremendous yard, and quite a few squirrels
and rabbits that he felt responsible to chase and bark
at. But he had no taxes or mortgage payments. Everything
was taken care of. What he did naturally is a hard lesson
we human beings have to work at.

I once heard a formula guaranteed to prevent boredom.
It is to have

1. Something to do.
2. Someone to love.
3. Something to look forward to.
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ggedes points out, "What God expects of us, says St. Paul,
is that we be faithful. He puts us on earth as caretakers.
He puts each of us here to take care of something. And
what he asks of us is that we be faithful in taking care
of it. Something there is in life for each of us to

care for. He does not ask that we be flawless, only
faithful. Not fantastic, not fabulous, only faithful.
Being faithful means to find out what you are here to

take care, and then give it your best shot. And God

is your critic. If you have trouble living with this
critic, know this: Grace can set you free in the presence
even of your divine critic."

The reason now for being all the more diligent to make
certain about the calling and choosing by emphasizing
these virtues that have been described is not only so
you will never stumble, but so that in this way you will
have a richly provided entrance into the eternal kingdom.

From this way, that is, doing these things, the entrance
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ will be richly provided for you.

eter's entrance is going to be very soon, as he speaks

i

of this in some of the following verses. The entrance

ﬁlil be rlchly provided when you will hear, "Well done,
thou good and faithful servant. I am well-pleased.”

They will be expecting you and excited that you are coming.

Peter wants us to be happy when we get to the house.

Richard de Haan points out, "Rich spiritual rewards await
the faithful Christian as he takes his place among the
saints in heaven. But the disobedient believer's entrance
into glory will be lacking in abundance. His reward

will be smaller or nothing at all. He will be saved,
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yet as by fire. The contrast between obedient and dis-
obedient Christians as they enter heaven might be likened
to the arrival of two ships into port after having encountered
the same storm along the way. One is carelessly rigged,
poorly manned and badly commanded, but it reaches the
harbor. 1It's cargo is gone and its sails and mast have
been blown away, a derelict hulk, towed along by a steamer.
The other vessel arrives in port properly captained,
all sails are set and flags proudly waving. Everything
is in order and the cargo is secure. Which vessel portrays
your spiritual condition?"

The best is yet to be. Christians will meet Him again
in heaven to enjoy forever the infinite perfection of
God. What a prospect! As I reflect upon this glorious
expectation, I am reminded of a story Charles Spurgeon,
the famous 19th century preacher, often told. An aged
man had just been examined by his physician, who said

to the family, 'I'm afraid he's seen his best days.'
They didn't think he heard but he did. Opening his eyes
and speaking in a remarkably strong voice, he replied,
'Seen my best days, doctor? You're wrong. My best days
are still ahead. I'm about to be given an abundant entrance
into the everlasting kingdom of my Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Don't say I've seen my best days."

Smedes points out, "I bought a brand-new date book yesterday,
the kind I use every year--spiral-bound, black imitation
leather covers, wrapped around pages and pages of blank
squares. Each square has a number to tell me which day

of the month I am in at that moment. Each square is

a frame for one episode of my life. Before I am through
with the book, I will fill the squares with classes I

will teach, people I will eat lunch with and everlasting
committee meetings I will sit through. And these are

only the things I cannot afford to forget. I fill the
squares too with things I do not write down for me to
remember--thousands of cups of coffee, some lovemaking,
some praying, and I hope, gestures of help to my neighbors.
Whatever I do, it has to fit inside one of those squares
in my datebook. I live one square at a time. The four
lines that make the squares are the walls of time that
organize my life. Everything I do has to fit into one
square. I cannot straddle the lines. Each square has

an invisible door that leads into the next square. At

a silent stroke the door opens and I am pulled through



S -

it as if by a magnet sucked into the next square in the
line. There I will again fill the time frame that seals
me, £fill it with my busyness, just as I did the square
before. As I get older, the squares seem to get smaller.
One day I will walk into a square that has no door. There
will be no mysterious opening and no walking into an
adjoining square. One of the squares will be terminal.
I do not know which square it will be. A life insurance
person can roughly guess the squares I may expect before
I get to the last one. How many do I have left? Suppose
I have exactly 1,029 squares left. What difference will
it make to me now as I fill up this square. The only
one that holds me today. The difference depends not
so much on how many squares are left but on what really
is going to happen to me when I get to that final square.
Two things can happen. Which of the two does happen
tells pretty much what life is and what our world is
all about. So we ought to face the two possibilities
with utter honesty. This is not time for make-believe.
The first possibility is that when I walk into the last
square, the one with no door, I will be suffocated inside
of it. The walls of the square may close in on me, as
it were, to choke me. All my yesterdays may have only
vomited me into this dark room with no exit. I may have
strutted my petty pace through each day only to be seduced
intc this blank square that silences my sounds forever.
I have pretended in all the squares to be somebody special.
Now I may share my bed with dead rats. This could be
what happens to me 1,029 squares from now. And if it
happens to me, it likely happens to everybody whenever
he slides into the final square of his datebook.

The second possibility is that when I walk into
the last square, I will discover that the reason it
has no door is that it has no walls for a door to fit
into. The four unmoveable lines that sealed me inside
all my other frames are erased. The last day of my life
turns out to be the beginning of life in new dimensions,
free somehow because the walls of regulated time have
fallen away. The last square is not death. It is a
new dimension of life."
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CONCLUSION:

What are the lessons that we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Peter sees the Christian life as an intense
effort on our part, providing lavishly in our
faith a number of character traits.

LESSON #2: As you examine yourself in these seven areas,
do you feel comfortable with the present condition
of your spiritual walk with God?

LESSON #3: We are to be employed and fruitful in

seeing that these qualities are increasing
in our lives.

LESSON #4: 1If these qualities are not becoming increasingly
manifest in our lives, it's because we are out
of fellowship with the Loxd.

LESSON #5: We are commanded to be all the more diligent
about these things so that we do not stumble.

LESSON #6: As we provide lavishly for these qualities
in our lives, so we will be richly provided an
entrance into the eternal kingdom.

Charles Jones in his book Life Is Tremendous says,

'You know what growing means. Growing means growing
pains. It means changing. When two people come together
and don't let each other change each other, they may
wind up exchanging each other.
If you're learning to say something positive to
everybody, about everything all the time; if you're disciplining
your mind to see something positive in everything that
happens, and if you're learning to see it big and keep
it simple, you have a foundation on which to build a
steady, expanding life.






-G

Paul says it so well in Philippians 3:12-14

"Not that I have already obtained it, or have already
become perfect, but I press on, in order that I

may lay hold of that for which also I was laid

hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard
myself as having laid hold of it yet. But one

thing I do, forgetting what lies behind, and reaching
forward to what lied ahead, I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus."

In a courage born of accepting love, we can look love's
ideal full in the face, admit we do not measure up to

it, and yet yield ourselves again and again to love as

the power that pushes us very gradually toward it. With
this courage we can cope with the unending job of finding
our way through the complex network of our duties, demands,
and drives, through life's criss-crossing desires and
needs toward a life increasingly disposed to love others
without demanding a return on our investment.



