
 

 

THE LAWS OF LEADERSH IP 

1 Timo thy 1:12-17 

LAW #2 Neve r Get Ove r the Pri vi lege  of You r P osition 

 

 

 

 

 

Somebody said , “He’s so conceited he tak es a bo w eve ry ti me 

it thunde rs.”  You kno w, tha t’s the  w ay some  peop le are and 

pri de is the re and  is a ve ry, ve ry big  prob lem . 

 

The re w as a man  w ho stood  on the sca le and  he got  his 

fort une  told . And w hen  the littl e ca rd came  ba ck it said , 

“Man , you ’re dynamic , a bor n leade r, handsome , and  much 

admi red by w omen  for you r pe rsona lit y.” He gave  it to his 

w ife and  said , “See  honey , w ha t you  ma rri ed .” She  looked at 

it and  said , “Yah , and  the  w eig ht’s w rong  too .” 

 

It w as Epi ctetus a Greek  phi losophe r w ho said , “Se lfi sh 

pe rsona l in teres t is the  mo tiv e beh ind all human conduct . 

 

 
Hudson  Tay lor said  th is : “All God’s giants have  been  w eak 

peop le.” 
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Rob ert Girard  obse rved , God’s mos t effec tiv e difference  

make rs seem to have  “gone  through  some  typ e of w eaken ing 

process to br eak  the oute r she ll of arr ogance , se lf- 

ri ghteousness , and  dependence on pe rsona l st reng th, 

cha ri sma , and  tal en t. God uses  fai lure, he  uses  sickness , he 

uses  br eakdo w n, he uses  sin , pe rsona l trag edy , and  so rr o w 

to reduce his peop le to use fulness . Un less  the se rvant  of 

God lea rns to depend utt erl y on God and  to forsake  se lf- 

dependence of any  kind , he or she  rema ins too  st rong  to be 

of much va lue .” This doesn ’t mean  tha t w e shou ld seek  to be 

w eakened .  It means , ins tead , tha t w e can  expec t w eaken ing 

if w e are se ri ous  about  mak ing a di ff erence  in ou r lif e. 

 

And you  kno w, sometimes if w e don ’t tak e ca re of this  

prob lem of pri de and  se lfi shness , and  arr ogance , God has  a 

w ay of taki ng ca re of it . 

 

Wha t does  1 Cori nth ia ns 11 say  w hen  you  get  ready  to 

ce lebrat e the Lord’s suppe r? 

 

1 Cori nth ia ns 11:28 “Le t a ma n ex am in e hi msel f a n d so let 

hi m ea t of th e br ead  a n d d rink  of th e cup .” 
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La w #1 last  w eek  w as: 

A Statement of Goa l is Ess en tial  in Leade rship . 

 

 
No w, La w #2 is 

Neve r Get Ove r the  Pri vi lege  of You r P osition . 

 

 
Recogn iz e the  w onde rful pri vi lege  you  have  of be ing used 

by the Lord and  of hav ing li ved  today and  se rving  Hi m. 

 

P ick  up w it h me in ve rse 12: 

 

 
v.12 “I am fee ling  gr a tef ul to th e On e w ho str ength ened me, 

Chri s t Jes us our Lo r d, bec a use He dee med me tru s t worth y, 

h a ving app oint ed me fo r se rvi ce.” 

 

No w, th is is the key ve rse to the study . And I w ant to jus t 

focus  on it for a minu te, because  tha t doesn ’t sound  much 

li ke a statement   fr om a leade r does  it? 

 

Let’s look  at the ph rases  jus t a littl e bit  mo re close ly. 

 

 
See  the  w ords , “I am fee ling  gr a tef ul.” 
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Actua ll y you  cou ld lit erall y tra ns late  tha t, 

“Th a nk s I am  h a ving .” The key  w ord in the sentence is 

“Th a nk s.” Or if you  w ant  to put  it anothe r w ay , 

“Gr a titu de I am  h a ving .” No w the Greek  w ord, is in the  

presen t tense . Tha t means tha t eve ry day I’m a w ake , and 

eve ry minu te tha t I li ve , I am fill ed w it h gr a titu de. I am a 

pe rson  w ho is alw ays  giving  th a nk s.  I am th a nk ful ! 

 

No w can  I give  you  a coup le of th ings , tha t w ill he lp you 

asce rt ain , ho w a pe rson  is doing , in the rea lm of leade rship 

and  something tha t w ill neve r fai l you , in dete rmining  

w he re you  are today , in th is rea lm? 

 

 
Gratitude is an attitude of effec tiv e leade rs! 

 

 
No w th ink about  tha t a minu te. 

 

 
Gratitude is an attitude of effec tiv e leade rs. 

Who are the peop le tha t make  the grea tes t impac t on you r 

lif e? They ’re peop le jus t fill ed w it h gratitude . They ’re on 

top  of it , they ’re thank ing the Lord and  you  w ant  to be 

around  them , because of the ir en thus ias m. 

Gratitude is an attitude of effec tiv e leade rs. 
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No w, can  I put  it in the nega tiv e, for jus t a second ? 

And th is ’ll bea r out , too . 

 

Gratitude is no t an attitude of a proud  pe rson . 

 

 
Why? 

Because they ’re alw ays getting less  than  they  th ink they 

dese rve .  Gratitude is no t an attitude of a proud  pe rson . 

 

Let’s look  at ve rse 12 again . 

 

 
v.12 “Gr a titu de I am  h a ving  ( w ha t?) towa r d th e On e w ho 

str ength ened me.” 

 

No w, can  you  beli eve  tha t P au l, as a leade r, is con fess ing in 

his hum ility , his w eakness (r ig ht in th is ve rse )? 

And tha t he is a dependant ind ivid ua l and  tha t he  needs 

dai ly st reng then ing . Can you  beli eve  tha t? 
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Tha t’s the tr uth of the passage . “Gr a titu de I am  h a ving 

towa r d th e On e w ho str ength ened me.” And  w ho is tha t On e? 

“Chri s t Jes us our Lo r d.” 

 

No w P au l doesn ’t on ly jus t say  tha t he re, 

the re’s a ve rse you ’ve probab ly memo riz ed Ph ilippia ns 4:13 

“I c a n do a ll thing s thr ough  Chri s t w ho str ength ens me.” 

 

 
Colossians 1:11 “Str ength ened w ith  a ll m ight , a cco r d ing  to 

His  gl ori ous power.” 

 

Ho w about , J ohn  15:5? 

When  Je sus  is on His  w ay to the ga rden  of Gethsemane . 

J ohn  15:5 “I am  th e vin e, yo u a re th e br a nches; he w ho a bi des 

in Me, a n d I in hi m, th e s am e brings fo rth  m uch fruit ; fo r 

w ith out Me yo u c a n do nothing .” 

 

 
You see , w hen  it comes  to the rea lm of leade rship , you 

almos t have to reve rse it comp le tely fr om w ha t you see  in 

ou r cu lt ure to be effec tiv e for God if you w anna be one of 

His  leade rs. 
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God is mo re in teres ted in you r avai labi lit y, than  He is in 

you r abi lit y. He jus t w ants  an emp ty vesse l, tha t He can  fill 

w it h Hi mse lf and  use  for the glory of God . 

 

He w ants  my  w eakness , no t my st reng th. 

And He’ll tak e my inade quac ies tha t I con fess  and  I admit . 

He’ll accept my hum ility  and  my brok enness , and  He w ill fill 

you  and  me  w it h Hi mse lf and  then  an impac t w ill be made 

for the glory of God . 

 

 
2 Cori nth ia ns 12:9-10 “My gr a ce is suff ici ent fo r yo u, fo r my 

str ength  is perfec ted in  weak ness . Mos t gl ad ly, th erefo re, I 

w ill  r a th er gl ory in  my weak nesses , th a n th e power of Chri s t 

ma y res t up on me.” 

 

Back  to ve rse 12 . 

 

 
 “I am fee ling  gr a tef ul to th e On e w ho str ength ened me, 

Chri s t Jes us our Lo r d.” (Why?) “Bec a use He dee med me 

tru s t worth y!” 
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P au l says , “I am  never gonn a get over th e fa c t th a t Go d c a n 

tru s t me w ith  th e etern a l des tin y of men a n d women th a t a re 

living by pr oc l a i m ing  th e gos pel of Chri s t to th em!” 

 

“He dee med me tru s t worth y!” He all o w ed me tha t pri vi lege ! 

 

 
And w ha t’s the nex t th ing? 

 

 
v.12b “Ha ving app oint ed me fo r se rvi ce.” 

 

 
He gave  me an appointment of ministry  to the Gen til es and 

He’s thrill ed w it h it . 

 

Wha t is La w #2? 

Neve r Get Ove r the  Pri vi lege  of You r P osition 

in Se rving  Hi m. 

 

Chri stian  ca lli ng and  Chri stian  leade rship  in the Sc ri ptu res 

seems to be focused on God looking do w n. 

 

1 Chronic les 16:9 “Th e eyes  of th e Lo r d run  t wo a n d fro 

thr ough  th e w hole ea rth  ( to w h a t?) show Hi msel f str ong on 

beh a lf of th ose  w hose hea rt s a re perfec t or right towa r d 
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Hi m.” He’s looking for avai lab le ins tr umen ts to be use ful. 

And then  He tunes  them  and  fills  them  w it h His  po w er and 

autho rit y and  they  become di ff erence  make rs. They  become 

leade rs in the Body  of Chri st. 

 

No w the re is anothe r th ing I th ink w e need  to unde rstand . 

And tha t is , mos t of the leade rs in the Sc ri ptu re w ere no t 

tryi ng to get  the re by th ings  they  w ere doing and  po w er 

st rugg les they  w ere going through  to try to get  the re. It’s 

jus t the opposite . Many  of the leade rs didn ’t even w ant  to 

do  w ha t they  w ere be ing asked to do and  they  though t God 

w as mak ing a mistak e in asking  them  to do it . 

 

Wha t about  Moses ? I mean , he  had  a li st of excuses a mil e 

long  and  on top  of tha t he cou ldn ’t talk  w ell. The Lord said , 

“Get out  of he re and  go and  do w ha t I need  you  to do .” 

 

Gid eon  w as the same w ay . Here he is thrashing out  the 

grain : “Who me ? de li ve r the chi ldren of Israe l fr om the 

Med ia nit es?” 

 

“Yes you . Get you r army and  get  on  w it h the prog ram .” 
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The re is on ly one  excep tio n to tha t and  the Lord had  to 

rea ll y na il the ir hea rt s to the  w all. And tha t w as J ames  and 

J ohn  the sons  of Thunde r, w hen  they  sent  the ir mo the r to 

Je sus , to see  if they  bot h cou ldn ’t sit in the kingdom , one  on 

the ri ght  and  one  on the left. 

 

And w ha t happened ? It sti rr ed up a rum bl e among the 12 . 

Tha t’s the on ly place  Sc ri ptu rall y w he re you  got  guys  in a 

po w er st rugg le tryi ng to get  to a position of leade rship . 

 

Ev ery place  else it is God reach ing do w n and  picking up an 

avai lab le ins tr umen t and  us ing him for His  glory and  His 

hono r. 

 

 
But  you  see , tha t’s so di ff eren t than  me fill ed w it h ego 

w anting to s erve God. Edging God Out, tha t’s Ego . 

 

A. W. Toze r w rote  these  ve ry prophetic w ords about 

leade rship : 

 

A tr ue and  sa fe leade r is li ke ly to be one  w ho has  no desi re 

to lead , but is forced  into a position of leade rship  by the  

in w ard pressu re of the Holy  Spi rit  and  the press  of the  
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ex terna l situation . Such w ere Moses  and  David  and  the Ol d 

Tes ta men t prophets . I th ink the re w as ha rdly a grea t leade r 

fr om  P au l to the presen t day  but w as drafted by the Holy 

Spi rit for the task , and  commissioned by the Lord of the 

Chu rch to fill a position he [or she ] had littl e hea rt for. I 

beli eve  it mig ht be accepted as a fai rl y reli ab le rule of 

thum b tha t the  man  [or w oman ] w ho is ambitious to lead  is 

disqua lifi ed as a leade r. The tr ue leade r w ill have  no desi re 

to lord it ove r God’s he rit age , but w ill be hum bl e, gent le, 

se lf-sac rifi cing , and alt ogethe r as ready to foll o w as to lead , 

w hen the Spi rit makes  it clea r tha t a w is er and  mo re gifted 

pe rson  has  appea red on the scene . 

 

You see , tha t’s the di ff erence  bet w een  bibli ca l leade rship 

and  someone w ho is jus t out for all of the attention . 

 

This is a sta rtli ng statistic .  Wha t is the grea tes t sin  of the 

ministry ? The re w as a su rvey  tak en of minist ers, w ha t’s 

you r ans w er gonna be? sex ? greed ? pri de ? 42% of minist ers 

admitted tha t the occupationa l ha zard  of the  ministry  is 

pri de .  Wit h tha t goes  ine ff ec tiv eness and  disqua lifi cation 

and  an ina bility to be used . 
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You see , tha t’s w ha t crea tes all the havoc  in interpe rsona l 

relationships  . Tha t’s w ha t dest roys  the effec tiv eness of 

ministry . 

 

 
The re w as a prominent Briti sh official w ho  w as hono red at 

a dinne r by a gene ral and  the gene ral happened to sit  he r at 

his left ins tead  of at his ri ght . She  w as so upse t she  said  to 

h im w hen  she  fina ll y sat  do w n, “Does  you r aide -de -camp 

alw ays  seat  his guests imp rope rl y li ke this?” And the  

gene ral said , “Oh, no t at all. I have  found  tha t those  w ho 

ma tt er don ’t mind , and  those  w ho mind don ’t ma tt er!” 

 

And you  kno w, he said  it , rea l w ell but you  and  I have  got 

the same  prob lem , don ’t w e? 

 

Neve r Get Ove r the  Pri vi lege  of You r P osition . 

 

 
No w, w hen  a pe rson  kno w s th is kind  of hum bl e, brok en 

w alk before God , he can  afford to be hones t about his past . 

And he re’s w he re you  can  rea ll y tell it . 
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Verse 13 

 

 
 “th ough I wa s fo r merl y a sl a n derer a n d a persec ut or 

a n d a vi olent ma n, but I wa s show n mercy bec a use, being 

ign or a nt , I a c ted in unb eli ef.” 

 

No w, is tha t an inc red ibl e tes ti mony ?  You see  because of 

ou r w anting to look  good , because of ou r w anting peop le to 

th ink w e’re coo l, w e don ’t tell the tr uth, about  the pit fr om 

w hic h w e have  been  dug . 

 

Wha t does  P au l say  about his past  he re? 

 

 
v. 13 a “I wa s a sl a n derer” 

He w as a sma rt alli c w it h the Chri stians . 

He w as a persec ut or. He w as standing the re, w hil e they 

w ere  stoning Stephen  to  death . 

 

And he  w en t around  fr om  house to house , getting the  

Chri stians out  and  putting them  in pri son  and  ha rassing 

them . 

 

But  look  at tha t nex t w ord, tha t is a big  w ord. 
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“A vi olent  ma n” 

You talk  about  an abuse r, he  w as a vi olent  ma n! 

 

 
No w, too  many  ti mes  w e th ink tha t to tell peop le the tr uth is 

gonna dest roy ou r ministry  but ins tead it’s gonna give  it 

genuine authenticity . 

 

 
And too  often ti mes , w e don ’t do tha t. 

Wha t does  ve rse 13 say ? 

 

v.13b “I wa s show n mercy.” 

 

 
To tra ns late  tha t, “I wa s mercie d.” 

God reached do w n in me rcy because , “I a cted in unb eli ef.” 

 

 
Can you  beli eve  the miracl e of God’s w ork to tak e an 

arr ogant , proud , reli gious pha ri see , tha t w as tryi ng to 

stamp out  Chri stianity and  lit erall y br eak  h im to pieces so 

he can  make  a con fess io n li ke th is today . 

To magn ify the grace  of God . 
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No w, I’m gonna read  a statement  . I’d li ke to see  if you  can 

even  come  close  to th ink ing , w ho made  th is statement as 

you  li sten  to it . 

 

“Through my yea rs of active pub li c lif e and  through 

obse rving  many  kinds of peop le, I have  found  tha t the  

st rongest , w is es t, mos t competent and  reli ab le man  is the  

one  w ho is first  to admit his o w n inade quacy . Cont radicto ry 

though it may  sound , he is st rong  because he is hum bl e, and 

he alw ays  remem bers tha t man  is a crea tio n of God . No rule 

of lif e is mo re basi c.  When  one  leans  on  his o w n 

unde rstanding , li ves  by his o w n st reng th, boasts of his o w n 

accomp li shments , and  claims  he is his o w n mas ter, the  

resu lt is un told  su ff eri ng . Ev en though his position is 

ma intai ned  and  his ma teri al w ea lt h inc reases , success 

quickly  turns to fai lure w hen  God is forgotten . The re is no 

peace of mind , no pe rsona l satis faction , no expe ri ence  of 

tr ue inne r joy . To tr us t in the Lord w it h all the  hea rt is a 

ma rk of st reng th! It is the on ly path  to tr ue fulfill men t.” 

 

Who do you  think said  tha t? Some  grea t theo logian ? 

Somebody w ho’s been  in reli gious ci rcles all of the ir lif e? 
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J. Edgar  Hoov er made  tha t statement  . Isn ’t tha t inc red ibl e? 

 

 
You see , he had  w it nessed enough leade rship  tha t he cou ld 

tell you  w ha t it tak es to be a leade r. And the first  th ing it 

tak es is to admit  you r o w n inade quacy . 

 

 
No w ve rse 14 . 

 

 
“An d th e gr a ce of our Lo r d wa s pr ese nt in gr ea t 

a bun da nce, w ith  fa ith  a n d love w hi ch a re in Chri s t Jes us.” 

 

 
“Th e gr a ce of th e Lo r d wa s pr ese nt.” And P au l pu ll s out  a 

ne w Greek  w ord tha t he  uses  no  w he re else in the Ne w 

Tes ta men t to desc rib e ho w much  grace  the re w as . It w as so 

much  grace  tha t it ove rfill ed and  ove rfl o w ed his vesse l and 

fl ooded eve ry w he re, is the desc ri ption  tha t you  have  he re. 

It w as a tr emendous amount of grace  tha t w as presen t so 

tha t, “w ith  fa ith  a n d love” he came  to kno w Je sus  Chri st. 

 

J ohn  Ne w to n w as the man  w ho magn ifi ed the grace  of God 

li ke no body else and in his legacy left beh ind tha t grea t old 

hymn  “Ama zi ng Grace  Ho w S w ee t the Sound .” 
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J ohn  Ne w to n w rote  his o w n ep itap h and  it reads  as foll o w s: 

“J ohn  Ne w to n, Cl erk, once  an Infid el and  Lib erti ne , a 

Se rvant  of Slaves  in Afri ca , w as by the Mercy of ou r Lord 

and  Savio r Je sus  Chri st, Prese rved , Res tor ed , P ardoned , 

and  Appointed to Preach  the Faith he had  so long  labo red to 

dest roy .” 

 

You kno w w hen  he got ready  to die  the re w as a young 

minist er w ho came  in to offer his condo lences and  fare w ell. 

And Ne w to n looked up at the young man  and  he said , “Yo u 

kn ow, yo u’re gonn a d ie too. An d w hen yo u co me to hea ven I 

kn ow bec a use of our love a n d fri en d ship  yo u’re gonn a wa nn a 

kn ow w here I am . I’ll tell yo u w here I’ll be. I’m gonn a be 

si tting a t th e fee t of th e thi ef on th e cross .” 

 

 
Do you  reca ll w ha t the th ief on the cross  said  to Je sus  at the 

cruc ifixtio n? “Reme m ber me w hen yo u co me int o your  

k ing dom.” Je sus  ans w ered h im, “I tell yo u th e truth , toda y 

yo u w ill  be w ith  me in parad is e.” And God’s grace  w as 

presen t the re at the cross . 
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No w, it w as Willia m Ba rclay tha t made  th is statement but 

th is is the cent ral though t of today ’s study . List en to these 

w ords ve ry ca refull y. 

 

“Th e memory of our si n is th e sur es t wa y to kee p our  

gr a titu de a fl am e. Th e me mory of our si n is th e sur es t wa y to 

kee p our gr a titu de a fl am e. To be hones t. To be a bl e to 

reco gniz e thi s is th e wa y I wa s a n d th e gr a ce of Go d wa s 

pr ese nt  a n d now thi s is th e wa y I am .” 

 

Let’s look  at ve rse 15 

 

 
 “Reli a bl e is th e wor d, a n d w orth y of w holehea rt ed 

a cce ptan ce, th a t Chri s t Jes us c am e int o th e worl d to s a ve 

si nn ers, of w hom I am fo remos t.” 

 

No w is tha t a hum bl e man ? He’s saying , “Yo u c a n s t ak e your 

li fe on it . Wh a t I’m telling yo u is reli a bl e. Yo u c a n a cce pt it 

w holehea rt ed ly. Chri s t Jes us c am e int o worl d on a m issi on, 

w h a t? to s a ve si nn ers.” 

 

Luke  19:10 “Th e Son of Ma n h a s co me to see k a n d to s a ve 

th a t w hi ch is los t.” 
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J ohn  3:16 “For Go d so loved th e worl d th a t he g a ve hi s one 

a n d onl y Son, th a t w hoe ver beli eves in  hi m sh a ll not peri sh 

but  h a ve etern a l li fe.” 

 

But  His  missio n w as to save  sinne rs! And P au l says , “Guess 

w h a t? I am  th e fo re mos t! I wa s th e chi ef of si nn ers!” 

 

Ju st th ink about P au l’s biograp hy for a minu te. 

Wha t w as he before he me t the Lord on the Damascus road ? 

In Ju daism he tell s us in Ph ilippia ns 3, w ha t? 

 

Circ umc is ed the 8t h day , of full Hebr e w pa ren tag e, trib e of 

Ben jamin , Ph ari see  of the  Ph ari sees , as far as the La w, 

bla me less . 

 

 
He w as the  ep ito me of human ity fr om a reli gious point  of 

vie w, ri ght ? So , he  w as the bes t of men . 

 

But he also says , because he w as a slande rer, a pe rsecuto r, 

and a vio lato r he w as the vio len t man , he w as the w orst of 

men . 
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From these  2 tes ti mon ies of the Apost le P au l, he re’s a 

statement to conside r:  If Go d c a n s a ve th e chi ef of si nn ers, 

He c a n s a ve us! None of us is beyo n d s a lv a ti on. 

 

But , no w he re’s the othe r side  of it: If Go d c a n s a ve th e bes t 

of men, gu ess  w h a t? Yo u a n d I nee d to be s a ved too! 

 

You mus t expe ri ence  the grace  of God . The grace  of God is 

avai lab le for the bes t and  for the  w orst!  All ep ito miz ed in 

the Apost le P au l, he is an ill us tratio n of bot h of these . 

 

 
And he tell s you  tha t in ve rse 16 . 

 

 
 “But on thi s a cco unt  I wa s show n mercy, (pu rpose ) in 

or der th a t in  me first Jes us Chri s t m ight demons tr a te ( w ha t) 

His  unli m it ed pat ience, a s a n ex amp le to th ose  w ho w ill  be 

( w ha t) beli eving  on Hi m fo r li fe etern a l.” 

 

 
P au l says , “I’m jus t a model of th e ma rv elous gr a ce of Go d.” 

 

 
Doesn ’t tha t make  you jus t w anna  stop  and  sing Ama zing 

Gr a ce, how s w ee t th e so un d? 
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List en to those  w ords: 

 

 
Ama zi ng grace , ho w s w ee t the sound 

Tha t saved a w retc h li ke me ! 

 

You kno w, Rob ert Schu ll er had  his chu rch change those 

w ords . 

 

Ama zi ng grace , ho w s w ee t the sound 

Tha t saved a man  li ke me ! 

 

But  you  see  today , it’s ha rd for us to accept tha t w e’re 

w retc hes . It’s dest roying ou r se lf-image  to th ink poo rl y of 

ou rse lves . And tha t’s w he re w e’re rea ll y fai li ng . We don ’t 

magn ify the grace  of God , w hen  w e deny  the fact , tha t w e’ve 

got  a grea t need  and  tha t w e are sinne rs and  tha t w e 

despe rate ly need  me rcy . Tha t’s the on ly hope . 

 

 
Through many  dange rs, toils , and  sna res , 

I have  alr eady  come ; 

‘Tis grace  ha th bro ugh t me sa fe thus far, 

And grace  w ill lead  me home . 
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You kno w th is is rea ll y a nea t study , because it sta rt s w it h 

the key  ve rse tha t says , “I’m fee ling  gr a titu de,” and  it ends 

w it h demonst rating  it by singing the grea tes t doxo logy  P au l 

eve r sang  in all of his w riti ngs ! 

 

Look  at ve rse 17 

 

 
v. 17 “Now to th e k ing  of th e a ges! i mm ort a l! invisibl e, th e 

onl y Go d, be honor a n d gl ory fo rever a n d ever! A men!” 

 

You almos t fee l li ke singing the All e lu ia cho rus fr om 

Ha nde l’s Mess ia h! 

 

LAW #2 Neve r Get Ove r the  Pri vi lege  of You r P osition , 

in Chri st. 

 

P au l sta rt s out in ve rse 12 , “I am fee ling gr a teful.”  And he 

ve rb aliz es tha t gratitude in th is doxo logy at the end of the 

study . 

 

No w at the fin is h of the study  I did  some  refl ec ti ng for a 

minu te and  I w anna  do tha t w it h you  kno w. 
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1 Pe ter 5:5-6 “Go d res ists  th e pr ou d a n d He giv es gr a ce to th e 

hu m bl e. Hu m bl e yo ur selves , th erefo re, un der th e m ight y 

h a n d of Go d, th a t He ma y ex a lt yo u in  d ue ti me.” 

 

 
Matthe w 20:26-27 “It is not so am ong yo u, but  w hoe ver w ish es 

to beco me gr ea t am ong yo u sh a ll be yo ur se rv a nt .” 

 

J ohn  3:30 “He, Chri s t, m us t co ntinu a ll y incr ea se, a n d I m us t 

dec rea se.” 

 

Ph ilippia ns 1:20 “Th a t Chri s t woul d be ma gni fied in  my 

body, w heth er by li fe or by de a th .” 

 

J ohn  13:3-5 “Jes us t ak es th e towel, a n d He begins  to wa sh th e 

d isci p les fee t.” 

 

Earl  J abay  w rote  a book  ca ll ed , The God Playe rs. 

And in it he says : 

 

Fo r those  peop le w ho are proud  and  un brok en , the ir li ves 

are fill ed w it h anxiety , lone li ness , un teacha bl eness , con fl ict , 

and  possessiveness , the  w ay out  of ou r mis ery is to make  ou r 
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peace w it h God . No mo re cli mbi ng on His  throne . No mo re 

playing god . No mo re se lf-en thronement . 

 

And then  he says  th is : 

 

 
The su ff eri ng pe rson , before he can rea ll y be he lped , mus t 

come to an acceptance of his prob lem . He mus t admit tha t 

the re is a prob lem and  tha t he has  it .  This is ex tr eme ly 

diffic ult for all of us and  w e have  all kinds  of w ays  of 

hedg ing and  even  denying  w ha t w e rea ll y have .  Ins tead  of a 

fl at statement li ke “I am a homosexua l,” a pe rson w ill say , “I 

th ink I am a homosexua  l” or “I am a littl e bit  homosexua  l.” 

Such  tactics are simi lar to the young , ma id en lady  w ho told 

he r docto r tha t she  though t she  w as “jus t a littl e bit 

pregnan t.”  When  the docto r fina ll y talk ed he r out  of tha t 

one , she  ins ist ed tha t th is mus t be one  of those  ve ry rare 

cases of a vi rgin  birt h! 

You see , the tr uth about  ou rse lves  is ve ry pain ful to 

accept . It is exc ruc iati ng ly pain ful to ou r egos  to make 

statements   li ke “I am ove rw eig ht,” “I am a li ar,” “I am an 

adu lt erer.” Unti l w e, by the grace  of God , fina ll y reach  the 

point w he re w e can  say “I have  th is prob lem ,” w e are 

beyond  the reach  of those  w ho  w ou ld he lp us . 
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No w w hy is it so ha rd for you  and  for me today w it h ou r ego , 

to sit  he re in ou r hypoc riti ca l stance and  say  tha t, “I am 

Yo ur N am e and  I am a sinne r!” And then  for you  to say  the  
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From the desi re of be ing praised , 

From the desi re of be ing preferr ed to othe rs, 

From the desi re of be ing consu lt ed , 

From the desi re of be ing app roved , 

From the fea r of be ing hum iliat ed , 

From the fea r of be ing despised , 

From the fea r of su ff eri ng rebukes , 

From the fea r of be ing false ly accused , 

From the fea r of be ing forgotten , 

From the fea r of be ing ri dicu led , 

From the fea r of be ing  wronged , 

From the fea r of be ing suspected  , 

 

De li ve r me  Je sus . 

 

 
Tha t othe rs may  be loved  mo re than  I, 

Tha t othe rs may  be es teemed mo re than  I, 

Tha t, in the opinion of the  w orl d, 

othe rs may  inc rease  and  I may  dec rease , 

Tha t othe rs may  be chosen and  I set  aside , 

Tha t othe rs may  be praised and  I unno tic ed , 

Tha t othe rs may  be preferr ed before me in 

eve rything , 
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Tha t othe rs become ho li er than  I, 

provided tha t I may  become as ho ly as I shou ld, 

 

 
Je sus , grant  me the grace  to desi re it . 

 

 
In Matthe w 11:28-30 Je sus  says : 

 

 
“Co me to me, a ll yo u w ho a re wea ry a n d bur dened, a n d I w ill 

giv e yo u res t.  T ak e my yo ke up on yo u a n d lea rn from me, fo r 

I am  gentl e a n d hu m bl e in hea rt , yo u w ill  fin d res t fo r your  

so ul s. For my yo ke is ea sy a n d my bur den is light .” 

 

 
No w the re are 10 lessons  tha t come  out  of the study . 

 

 
Lesson  #1: “Neve r Get Ove r the  Pri vi lege  of You r P osition .” 

(La w #2) 

 

Lesson  #2: P au l w as fee li ng gratitude for God choosing h im, 

tr us ti ng h im, appointing h im, and  empo w eri ng h im for 

ministry . 

 

 
Lesson  #3: Remem beri ng ou r past , causes us to app rec iat e 

even  mo re the grace  of God . 
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Lesson  #4: The grace  of God exceeded P au l’s need . 

 

 
Lesson  #5: If God can  save  “the chie f of sinne rs,” he can 

save  us . 

 

Lesson  #6: P au l says , “Chri st Je sus  came  into the  w orl d to 

save  sinne rs, of w hom  I am foremos t.” 

 

Lesson  #7: The  missio n of Je sus  w as to save  sinne rs. 

 

 
Lesson  #8: P au l’s conve rsion  is a patte rn for othe rs to be 

encou raged  tha t if God can  do it for P au l, He can  do it for 

anybody . 

 

Lesson  #9: P au l’s sa lvation is an ill us tratio n of God’s 

un li mit ed patience w it h us . 

 

Lesson  #10 : Praise  is the  exp ress io n of a hum bl e hea rt. 
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STUD IES IN THE FIRS T EPISTLE TO TIMOT HY 

PART I — 1 TIMOT HY 1-3 

"The La w s of Leade rship " 

 

 
LAW NU M BER TWO – Neve r Get Ove r the Pri vi lege  of You r P osition 

1 T i m o t h y 1:1 2-1 7 

 

 

 

 

Key verse 1:12 N o t e s 

 

v . 12  I am fee li ng grate ful to the One  w ho 

st reng thened  me , Chri st Je sus  ou r Lord, because  He 

deemed me tr us t w ort hy , hav ing appointed me for 

se rvice ; 

v . 13  though  I w as forme rl y a slande rer and  a 

pe rsecuto r and  a vio len t man , but I w as sho w n me rcy 

because , be ing ig no rant , I acted  in un beli ef. 

v . 14  And the grace  of ou r Lord w as presen t in grea t 

abundance  , w it h faith  and  love  w hic h are in Chri st 

Je sus . 

v . 15  Reli ab le is the  w ord, and  w ort hy of 

w ho lehea rt ed acceptance  , tha t Chri st Je sus  came  into 

the w orl d to save  sinne rs, of w hom I am foremos t. 

v . 16  But  on this account I w as sho w n me rcy , in orde r 

tha t in me first  Je sus  Chri st mig ht demonst rate His 

un li mit ed patience , as an examp le to those  w ho w ill be 

beli ev ing on Hi m for lif e e terna l. 

v . 17  No w to the king  of the ages , immo rt al, inv isibl e, 

the on ly God , be hono r and  glory foreve r and  eve r 

Amen . 
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Q UES TIO NS: 

 
1. Read 1 T i m o t h y 1:1 2-1 7 and  summa riz e in you r o w n w ords 

w ha t P au l is saying in th is section . 

 

 
2. To w hom is the apost le P au l "fee li ng grate ful," acco rding 

to v e r s e 1 2? 

 

 
3. Why is h e "fe eling grateful," according to v e r s e 1 2? 

 

 
4. In w ha t three  w ays  does  P au l cha racte riz e his pre- 

Christian life, according to v e r s e 1 3? 

 

 
5. Wha t w as presen t in "grea t abundance  ," acco rding  to 

ve r se 14? 

 

 
6. Why did the Lord Je sus  Chri st come  into the  w orl d, 

according to v e r s e 1 5? 

 

 
7. Why w as P aul "sho w n m ercy," according to v e r s e 1 6? 

 

8. In w ha t fou r w ays  does  P au l cha racte riz e the Lord in his 

doxology in v e r s e 1 7? 

 

 
9. Wha t ve rse in the study has  mean t the  mos t to you ? 
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16 . Wha t lesson have  you  lea rned  fr om th is study ? 
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