Jpe wes readins Dai/y Bread ponday
hewrs before Dody wead howmeT

hat will be one of heaven’s

o | l' ‘Wednesday supreme joys?

ravesic- . Joni Eareckson Tada, disabled as a
725 mr Nect EAVEN ’S teenager in a diving accident, has been
s¥CisCo a paraplegic for over 40 years. One
éﬁ&m,&, y Howe =iy GREATEST would illr(lia;g)inteh thalt) ll1er greatest long-
2casbey - ing would be the ability to walk, even
é); Le{i:ﬁi“; DE'-IGHTS run, free from the confinement of her

>, 5 [oves M * wheelchair.
C, c‘fj‘:g e ds ReAD: . But Joni tells us that her greatest
@) dee Revelation 22:1-5  gesire is to offer a “praise that is
G S*P il pure.” She explains: “I won’t be crip-
) pewe Trails 2:’ I':::r'('i“ sefl:'é ;‘i"’i:'gs pled by distractions, or disabled by
@ Her which God has insincerity. I won’t be handicapped by
prepared for those who a ho-hum half-heartedness. My heart
love Him. —1 Cor. 2:9 will join with yours and bubble over
Yo Doie B9 O Yores with effervescent adoration. We will
® Job 36-37 finally be able to fellowship fully with
& AR S the Father and the Son. For me, this

will be the best part of heaven.”

How that speaks to my divided heart and grips my unfo-
cused spirit! What a blessing to offer “a praise that is pure,”
with no wandering thoughts, no self-centered requests, no
inability to soar above my earth-bound language!

In heaven, “there shall be no more curse, but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall
serve Him” (Rev. 22:3). May the prospect of heaven enable
us to experience a foretaste of that God-glorifying worship
even here and now. —Vernon Grounds

To be with Him will crown it all!
To see His face—before Him fall,
To feast within His banquet hall;
To be with Him will crown it all! —Peterson

To see Jesus will be heaven’s greatest joy.
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At e ines o Fir Peter are numerous : he big jdea g i
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3. he ke B¢ o B he eni e napte - 10). 4R he God of all grace, who has
+* alled vou to His eternal aglory in Christ ALVATION) after vou have suftered a

1ttlie while (SUEFERING) shall HimselT make vou complete, shall establish vou,

shall make you strong, shall around VOU s on 2 foundation. (SUBMISSION).

% ¥31. The subject of, 200" 1S seen in this section beginning with chaPFeEﬁéiii .
through chapter he subject of SBmission’is seen in the section beginning

ggufﬁapfer'7-~ ‘and going through cha Suffering is

seen in the sectfon beginning with chapter

-3ﬂt:fhélaéd'6f afi grace Qho has called you to His eternal glory in
Christ after you have suffered a 1ittle while, shall Himself make
you complete, shall establish you, shall make you strong, shall

ground you, as on a foundation."

1. Pattern Number One: Don't Get Shook, God Has the Controls 1:1 - 1:12
2. Pattern Number Two: Get Tough and Start Growing 1:13- 2:3
3. Pattern Number Three: You are Part of the Establishment 2:4 - 2:10
4. Pattern Number Four: Submit to Authority 2:11= 2:17
5. Pattern Number Five: Follow the Coach 2:18- 2:25
6. Pattern Number Six: When One Plus One Equals One 31 = 3ul
7. Pattern Number Seven: Life Can Be Beautiful 3:8 = 3:12
(™~ 8. Patterp Number Fight: The Right Game Plan 3:13= 3:22
iﬁ v attern Number Nine: What You Plant 1s What You Pick S0 T 5
TO0. Pattern Number Ten: Reep K Good AtTitude o b [
11.  Pattern Number Eleven: There Are Laws For Leadership a2:1 - 5:4
12. Pattern Number Twelve: The Way Up is Down 5:5 - 5:14

CONCLUSION :

,.. Paul in writing to Timothy shares with him in chapter three of the second Epistle,
11;#" he whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful to teach us
@il what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us
' 1 out and helps us do what is right. It is God's way of making us well prepared at

: \

s very point, fully equipped to do good to everyone."
?;>////;y prayer for you as a leader is that you will begin practicing these patterns that

Peter]gives us and that the living Christ will be seen in you this summer, in all of
His glory.
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(Game Day Decisions: Devotions for Athletes by Elliot Johnson) Grand Island, NE: Cross
Training Publishing. Copyright — Cross Training Publishing, 2000.

" TOPIC | REF# | TEXT

—-—

Galatians 6:7 451-04 MUHAMMED ALI was-one-of-the-greatest-athictesof-the-20th—
century. Me knew the “Law of the Harvest,” realizing that he

would reap in the ring what he sowed in training. “Before I get in
the ring,” he said, “I have already won or lost [the match] out on
the road. The real part is won or lost somewhere far away from
witnesses—behind the lines, in the gym, and out there on the
road long before I dance under those lights.”

All of us reap what we sow. It’s called the “Law of the
Harvest.” God cannot be mocked. The word “mocked” means “to
turn up the nose in contempt.” We can live to please our old evil
nature by spending much time and money on pleasure, comforts,
and self-promotion, or we can live to please the Spirit of God.

p. 39
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"WHAT YOU PLANT IS WHAT YOU PICK" 4:1-11

e
KEY VERSE: 4:2 "So as to no longér‘the remaining time in the flesh by the desires
of men but by the will of God."

MEMORY VERSE: 4:2

TEXT: 4:1-11

Therefore since Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same
insight because the one who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin. So as
to no longer Tive the remaining time in the flesh by the desires of men, but by

the will of God. For adequate has been the time that is now past to have accomp-
lished what the Gentiles ?pagans, unsaved) desire to do, living in sexual excesses,
in desires, in drunkenness, in carousings, in drinking parties and in unlawful
idolatries. In which they are surprised (thinking it strange) that you are not
running with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. Who
shall give account to the One who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For
to this end was the gospel preached even to the dead, in order that they might be
judged according to men in the flesh but live according to God in the Spirit. But
the end of all things has come near, therefore be of sound mind (keep your head)
and exercise self-restraint to help you pray. Abeve all things keeping love consta
for one another, because love is covering a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to
one another without complaining. As each has received a gift, be exercising it for2
one another as good administrators of God's varied grace. If anyone is speaking,
as utterances of God (let them be), if anyone is serving, (let him serve) as out of
the strength which God is supplying in order that in everything God may be glorifie@'g
through Jesus Christ in whom there is the glory and the power forever and ever. Améh..
EXPOSITION: /Don"Gilmor - “The edom t Jays 'there is a story

told of a social worke y itting on the steps of &
a tenament building in a depressed area of the city. He was twisted in body and
pitiful to Took upon, the social workers sympathies were aroused and she went about?Z
trying to determine how he had gotten in to this condition. Finally she discovered=
that he had been run over by a truck a few years previously and had received no
medical attention at that time or since then. She was determined to do something
to help the child. First she secured the parents permission to take the boy to a
diagnostician. After an examination the doctor suggested a series of operations
which were subsequently undertaken over a period of two years. Each operation was
a complete success. One wonderful day, two and a half years later, the boy came
to her office walking under his own power. This is a moment of great triumph and
tremendous joy. The social worker was telling this story to a crowd of business
men. After she had completed the biographical sketch she said to the assembled
group, where do you think the boy is today. Some of the men ventured a few guesses::

unoup aAdgd Aew jey) seousiajal UIBJUOD 0} S8J0U 81NJO3) JO BINjeu 8y} si |
IpaJo Aj@jendoidde useq sAey Yoiym JO ||B ‘S924N0S JO Al8lieA B Wwol) [eusiew

1N

a
LN = W -

Al

M |elslew Jo asn Auy "eInqu

Lj],'u!uu/\/\ apisal AlenonJed suonejony "Alljige Jno Jo jsaq 8y} o

.

Is he an engineer, a doctor, a lawyer, a minister, a congressman? No, she answeredé'
he's in the penitentiary at this moment, sentenced to death in the electric chair =
for first degree mufder. Choking back a sob she explained, you see, I was so busy E
teaching him how to walk, that I forﬂot to teach him where to walk." )
1. Peter wants to be certain tha ese saints that he 1s writing to certainly know
both how to walk and where to walk. 5
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He Is Faithful in Our Suffering

MAIN IDEA: Do not continue to live in sin. Instead, since the end
is near, live in love toward others. When suffering comes, commit
yourself to God and continue to do good.

A Living for the Will of God (vv. 1-6)

SUPPORTING IDEA: Have the same perspective on suffering
that Jesus did. In the past you've spent enough time sinning. God
will judge sin, so live for God.

4:1-2. Therefore connects this chapter to the discussion of the sufferings
of Jesus Christ at the end of chapter 3. The suffering that Christ endured was,
in part, because of the righteous life that he lived. Believers in similar fashion
should arm yourselves also with the same attitude. As believers in Jesus
Christ, we are to adopt the same attitude Christ had toward his suffering. We
ire to be willing to suffer because we have chosen to live righteous lives. We
wre to think as Christ did about obedience and suffering: to be c:onvmced that
tis better to do righiar
Becanse he who has suftered in his body is done with sin does not sug-
sest that the believer, because he suffers for doing what is right, will never
stumble or sin again. A Christian does not, through suffering, magically vault
o the level of moral perfection. Verses 1-2 indicate that believers take seri-
wusly their struggle against sin and their commitment to obedience. By fol-
owing this counsel, you demonstrate to others that obeying God is the most
mportant motivation for your life, more important by far than avoiding
1ardship and pain. The Amplified Bible’s rendering of this section clearly
onveys the meaning Peter wished to communicate: “So, since Christ suf-
ered in the flesh. arm yourselves with the same thought and purpose
patiently to suffer rather than fail to please God). For whoever has suffered
n the flesh has done with (intentional) sin—has stopped pleasing himself
nd the world. and pleases God™ (1 Pet. 4: ——— =
. This verse says quite bluntly that our past experience of sin is suffi-
ient. The Greek perfect tense emphsues that the kinds of activities listed in
erse 3 are over: this part of our lives is a closed chapter.

The staccato-like descriptions come quickly and clearly—without
etailed explanations. The original readers knew precisely what was meant.
ebaucherv and lusts refer to unbridled and unrestrained living. They
escribe a person who knows no restraints, has no checks and balances for
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4. Wha Peter ssa.ymg, get vourself ready. be ot st
-and_experien I?ifT1lleﬂiiﬂ:1lTJITIVIJIITJI"213T1I’ '

8. Paul"in cha 6 of Romal ) "yhat shall we say then, are we to continue
;'ﬂ ' “that ce may 1.-un-' By no means, how can we who died to sins still
} live in it. Do you know that all who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
’//JL’ were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism
1nto death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
f,/” Father, we too, might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united
with Him in a resurrection like His, we know that our old self was crucified
with Him so that the sinful body might be destroyed and we might no longer
be a slave to sin. For he who has died is freed from sin, but if we have died
'5. *¢i! with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. Let not sin therefor
, 4 reign in your mortal bodies to make you obey their passions. Do not yield your
~ X '\ members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as men
0 \&" who have been broyght from death to 1ife and your members to God as instruments
of righteousness. For s1n W111 have no dominion over you, since you are not
aw but under grace
{ 1
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el. rse 1s Lo patt nine, What You Plant is What You
ou Tive by the desires of men, of course death is t ut 11vi ng Ey)>
EEE{Hil_ of_God, ﬁou are _in _the control of the Spirit and as a result producing>
he fruitage o e Spirit. c
@2 » in Galatians chapter five, contrasts the works of the flesh and the fruit©®

O
J"the flesh then is that
Yy jves which excluded God. In the @

Chr1st1an the flesh is that same capacity to leave God out of his life in actian
The unsaved man has only one capacity but the Christian has two, which means that
the unsaved person has only onge course of action, to serve sin and self or to =
leave God out of his 1ife, while the believer has an option. He may serve God =
and as long as he is in a human body, he may also choose to leave God out and E
©

D

Tive according to the old nature."

e 4.

@5, says inside of man there is a

. e source of what God calls sin. Sin
basicly self-centered seeking and striving, going our own way with our backs

s turned on God. It is because of this selfish nature with which we were born

that we cannot have consistent peace withrourselves, our family, our neighbor,
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or on a broader scale, with other nations: As one man has said, what's wrong
with the world, and answered himself truthfully, ‘I'm wrong w1th the world'.
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what the Gentile
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: S out "any time spent in the lusts of the flesh is too long.

ne time pas may well suffice. Oh the bitter regrets which the memory of past
§9ns breeds in the saved soul. What would it not give to be able to obliterate 3
the record and to look back on an unsullied page, but this may not be. Our

only comfort is that he who says the time for watching is over also says that
there is yet opportunity to retrieve the past and promises to restore the years
which the cankerworm and the caterpillar have eaten."
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who shall ajye account to the one whg =

he _deag <

: e e Bl

stop complaining brethren about one another in order that yous =

not be judged, behold the judge is standing now before the doors' 3 2
0 then every one of us shall give account of himself to God." s

s 2

it is a f arfu] th1ng to fall in to the hands of the ]1v1ng God :
Nea: in the Ci smnhasiz ki

11s - the ( "the Bible emphasizes
In MEtt ew 12:36 Jesus saysﬁgggf I say unto you tha every

1 idle
word 11 speak, they sha11 give account thereof in the day of judgment.-
For by thy words thou shalt be justified and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.
There is a theory that all the sounds are still present in the universe, that the
wave energy has only gotten so low that no one can hear them. Most peop]e no %
Tonger hold this concept and of course it may not be true, but for some reason we

=)

suddenly might hear our own words speaking out as the basis upon which God will

judge us. The fact that in hypnosis we may recall a great deal more than we orqgn

arily can, suggests that perhaps deep inside ourselves we never forget anything. =
g
=
>
2

"asn Jiej Jo wjeal an, u!qu\ opiSal

pajonb ajei0di03lI sajou ain

pazilewwns pue paselydeled *



w2}

Verse Seven: But the end of all NQ
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‘ Verse Six: “For to thi
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God may suddenly use this so that within ourselves we hear ourselves speak the
very words we spoke in our lifetime. Then God will ask, are you condemned or
are you not condemned. And every man in all the world, will say it is just,
it is just, I am condemned." Luke 12: 2 and 3 reads for "there is nothing
covered that shall not be revealed, neither hid that shall not be known.
Therefore whatsoever you have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the 1ight
and that which you have spoken in the ear in the closet shall be proclaimed
upon the housetops." This is not just a figure of speech. I believe that
men will actually hear their own moral judgments, their own harsh words being
poured out against other men and they will have to say, you are just and I

am condemned." Revelation 20:12 speaks of the last great judgment. "And I
saw the dead, small and great stand before God and the books were opened,

and another book was opened which was the book of Tife. And the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books according to

their works. I have known evangelicals that have been somewhat embarrassed
by this and say that this passage really means that people will be judged

on whether they have accepted Christ as Saviour or not. This is not what

God says, He says I am going to judge you by your works and your works will
fail. They will fail on the basis of your own moral judgments against others.
No matter who you are, or where, there is no injustice in God's dealings

with 1ost men because they are judged on the standard which they have bound

end was the gospel p
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this important truth. For this reason the gospel was preached also to them

that are dead. Some have imagined that this statement refers to some myster1ou
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1K1 N ] our Iove must be ' e love that =

ever Td11s." The word here in the text means stretching out as a runner 2

stretches out. A horse at full gallop, and it denotes the taut muscle of stren-o

uous and sustained effort as of an athlete. Here is a fundamental Christian >

truth. Christian Tove is not an easy sentimental reaction. It demands everythTQQ
a man has got of mental and spiritual nerve and muscle, sinew. It means loving =<
the unlovely and the unlovable. It means in spite of insult and 1nJury It mea @;%
loving when love is not returned but is spurned. The Chr1st1an love is a love 5 S
 — ~EI ever fails and the love in which every atom of man s strength is d1rectedg 3
." e l_.l' () s 1018 (] 6 . e (L) ] ] [](] 8

e\fgurthfadmonition by the apostle.

and in their shared love and shared life, discovering that the Spirit within each’
\ flows out, that the Spirit within taps the special ability He has given each to
S contr1bute and now nurtures the life of God and forms the character of God in ea
believing individual.
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er's command here is to use the spiritual gift which was given at the time hes =

“came“to know Christ, to be exercising this gift for other members of the body, 2 S

aﬁd'dcing it as good admin1strators of God's varied grace. i

WA 2. arry: Richards in his book A New Face for the Church says “the abilities are forg‘%

4 T say that the nature of the churc hat the laymen uses his: ©
(’\+d gift for the church. Scripture makes it quite clear that members of the church 2 &
\ l; itself, other believers are the recipients of the ministry. In Corinthians Paul; <
< says each of us are given gifts for the common good. These gifts are a family S o
affair, they are for the benefit of the church. What we see then when we look @ B

at the teaching on spiritual gifts, is the church as people involved in one o <

another's lives, involved in sharing with others, which they themselves have = =

received from Christ. It is the members of Christs body being with each other S =
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pplydng 10 order that ip evervihing God mav be glorified thr

R , ering with joytt " The s rengt to serve is supplied
- py“God Himself in order that in everyt 1ng God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ in whom there is the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen."
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the power forever and ever. Amen.
CONCLUSION . hat Yo

$105u| sajou JINjod| S

pazilewwns pue peseJquJed ‘pé],ohb e1ejoe
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HOSPITALITY

"The Love of a Stranger"

H OME IS WHERE IT HAPPENS.
OPPORTUNITY FOR EDIFICATION AND EVANGELISM.
S PIRITUALLY, SENSITIVE SERVANTS.

PRAYER, PREPARATIONS AND PERSEVERANCE.
I NVITATIONS THAT ISSUE IN INVOLVEMENT.
TIME AND TALENTS IT TAKES TO TOUCH LIVES.
ACTIVE ADVENTURE AND ACCEPTANCE.

LOVE THAT LONGS TO LET YOU LOOK.

| DEAS INITIATING IMPACT.
TAB LE TALK THAT TELLS MY TESTIMONY.
You AND YOUR YEARNING TO YIELD.

BEHOLD, | AM STANDING AT THE DOOR AND KNOCKING; IF
ANYONE 15 HEARING MY VOICE AND IS OPENING THE DOOR, |
WILL COME IN TO HIM, AND WILL DINE WITH HIM, AND HE
WITH ME (REV. 3:20).

"AN OPEN HEART PRECEDES AN OPEN
HOUSE."



Here are the words of "The Servant Song" by Richard Gillard:

Brother, let me be your servant
Let me be as Christ to you

Pray that | may have the grace
To let you be my servant, too

We are pilgrims on a journey
We are brothers on the road
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the.load

| will weep when you are weeping
When you laugh I'll laugh with you

| will share your joy and sorrow

Till we've seen this journey through

When we sing to God in heaven
We shall find such harmony

Born of all we've known together
Of Christ's love and agony

Brother, let me be your servant
Let me be as Christ to you

Pray that | may have the grace
To let you be my servant, too
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