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]w hat will . be one of heaven's 
-/ _ supreme Joys? 

~(tJpe'}rd~ ~~~~::::.=:::::::::::".--J Joni Eareckson Tada, disabled as a 
Z. S ....ii N'~ HEAVEN'S teenager in a diving accident, has been 
"-rcisc o G a paraplegic for over 40 years. One 
0~'.-ii ~~ -~"'1 REATEST would imagine.that her greatest long-
&ca.uboy -~ DELIGHTS ing would be the ability to walk, even 
CJ) t.~~:!~:'; Mt>" run, free from the confinement of her 
@ JeJIU<?/~5-MP wheelchair. 
~ Gy<UtJ e~ tis RfAD: But Joni tells us that her greatest 
© J ~ , Revelation 22:1-5 desire is to offer a "praise that is 
GJ sc...-• p/-u.rt pure." She explains: "I won't be crip-

(J__h .. ~ Eye has not seen, nor 1 d b di · d. bl d b ~ :;;p~.,--ra; Is ear heard ... the things Pe y stractions, or isa e y 
<..::Y ' which God has insincerity. I won't be handicapped by 

prepared for those who a ho-hum half-heartedness. My heart 
love Him. -1 Cor. 2:9 will join with yours and bubble over 
THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: 

•Job 36-37 
• Acts 15:22-41 

with effervescent adoration. We will 
finally be able to fellowship fully with 
the Father and the Son. For me, this 

will be the best part of heaven." 
How that speaks to my divided heart and grips my unfo­

cused spirit! What a blessing to offer "a praise that is pure," 
with no wandering thoughts, no self-centered requests, no 
inability to soar above my earth-bound language! 

In heaven, "there shall be no more curse, but the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall 
serve Him" (Rev. 22:3). May the prospect of heaven enable 
us to experience a foretaste of that God-glorifying worship 
even here and now. - Vernon Grounds 

To be with Him will crown it all! 
To see His face- before Him fall, 
To feast within His banquet hall; 

To be with Him will crown it all! - Peterson 

To see Jesus will be heaven's greatest joy. 
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16 

29. 
;f: 

.... 30. 

s a imse ma e ~ou com~lete, 
, sha 11 grqund yo1.' as gn . a fo11n9ati on . ~ .... ~~....,...,.11111 

~~~~~~~lliiQi 1sf seen in this s~ct; on ~eg1001 n$ with chap~er J..:J.. . ~ he subj ect of s m1ss1 is seen in the section oeginning 
going through chap er nd the subject of s'uffering is 
beginning with chapter through~ 

LINE OF THE STUDY: PAmRNS TO PRACTICE FROM PETER'S PLAY BOOK 
Key verse: 5:10 "But the God of all grace who has called you to His eternal glory in 

Christ after you have suffered a little while, shall Himself make 
you complete, shall establish you , shall make you strong, shall 
ground you, as on a foundation." 

Pattern 
Pattern 
Pat t ern 
Pat tern 
Pattern 
Pattern 
Pattern 
Patter 

CONCLUS ION: 

Number One: Don't Get Shook, God Has the Cont rols 
Number Two: Get Tough and Start Growing 
Number Three: You are Part of the Establishment 
Number Four: Submit to Authority 
Number Five: Follow the Coach 
Number Six: When One Plus One Equals One 
Number Seven: Life Can Be Beauti ful 

mber Ei · ht Game Plan 

Number Ten: Keep A Good Atti t ude 
Number Eleven: There Are Laws For Leadership 
Number Twelve: The Way Up is Down 

1 :1 - 1:12 
1 : 13- 2: 3 
2:4 - 2:10 
2:11 - 2:17 
2:18- 2:25 
3:1 - 3:7 
3:8 - 3:12 
3:13- 3:22 

4: 12-

, . Pau l in writing to Timothy shares with him in chapter three of the second Epistle, 

~
';JI'" he whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is usef ul to teach us 

·r what i s true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives . It straightens us 
1 out and helps us do what is right. It is God 's way of making us well prepared at 

,,\loyvery point, f ully equipped to do good to everyone . " 

17~ t-'!Y prayer for you as a leader is that you will begin practicing these patterns that 
· Peter gives us and that the living Christ will be seen in you this summer~ i n all of 

His glory. 

PP fer UJ e '!II ..J. 
I 

hr;;.;qt, ~,/ !J j_ 
,, , 

.J I ,././ ' I . ("( ,, 
I 

J~ ~ 0~~:~~:~1 •J f ~ cl j().J ~ -4 /}l.:r1-t1r /;,,, J \ ?'""" .I ; .. G_T;; 'f , J . ) -• I J \·~ r:: r.,,~ ~ ) ',,,1J .-:i ,. ( I ...;, -t·. ft~ d .) 11 ('\ -
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(Game Day Decisions: Devotions for At hletes by Elliot Johnson) Grand Island, NE: Cross 
Training Publishing. Copyright - Cross Training Publishing, 2000. 

~OPIC 

Galatians 6:7 

I REF# I TEXT 

451-04 MUHAMMED ALI W88 ill@ sf the grnafieets atlrlctioii of ~he QQfill 
a',nltmw ~ knew the "Law of the H arvest," realizing that he 
would reap in the ring what he sowed in ti·ainin g. "Before I get in 
the ring," he said, "I have already won or lost [the match] out on 
the road. The real part is won or lost somewhere far away from 
witnesses-behind the lines, in the gym, and out th ere on t he 
road long before I dance under t hose lights." 

All of us reap what we sow. It's called the "Law of the 
Harvest." God cannot be mocked. The word "mocked" means "to 
t urn up the nose in contempt ." We can live to p lease our old evil 
nature by spending much time and money on pleasure, comforts, 
and self-promotion, or we can live to please the Spirit of God. 
p. 39 
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fci r /or<- Jo /1re fare t ·s /}re_pa ra-J1d>? Fer p,_, I~ 
. I 8 ·-:' - .A Ch-YO f - q,,1 /u~ <"'-· , . ,, / ~ ' ,.,,..,,,., ""- >'Y~l.//>)Cj i~,... • ~r 

x"'k u~1 ._.._, °' ~~ P. AiIT RN NUMBER NINE 

( 84. 
• 

11 WHAT YOU RLANT IS WHATi YOU PICK 0 4::1-11·., 
\..-~ 

KEY VERSE: : 4:2 11 So as to no long~he remaining time in the flesh by the desires 
of men but by the will of God. 11 

MEMORY VERSE: 4:2 
TEXT: 4:1-11 
Therefore since Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same 
insight because the one who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin . So as 
to no longer live the remaining time in the flesh by the desires of men, but by 
~he will of God. For adeguate has been the time that is now past to have accomp­
lished what the Gentiles (pagans, unsaved) desire to do, living in sexual excesses, 
in desires, in drunkenness, in carousings, in drinking parties and in unlawful 
idolatries. In which they are surprised (thinking it strange) that you are not 
running with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. Who 
shall give account to the One who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For 
to this end was the gospel preached even to the dead, in order that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh but live according to God in the Spirit. But 
the end of all things has come near, therefore be of sound mind (keep your head) 

• 

and exercise self- restraint to help you pray. Above all things keeping love constant 
for one another, because love is covering a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to 
one another without complaining. As each has received a gift, be exercising it for 
one another as good administrators of God's varied grace. If anyone is speaking, 
as utterances of God (let them be), if anyone is serving, (let him serve) as out of 
the strength which God is supplying in order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ in whom there is the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. 
EXPOSITION: Don Gilmore in his book The Freedom to Fail says there is a story 
told of a social worker who one day discovered a' l itt l e boy sitting on the steps of 
a tenament building in a depressed area of the city. He was twisted in body and 
pitiful to look upon, the social workers sympathies were aroused and she went about 
trying to determine how he had gotten in to this condition. Finally she discovered 
that he had been run over by a truck a few years previously and had received no 
medical attention at that time or since then. She was determined to do something 
to help the child. First she secured the parents permission to take the boy to a 
diagnostician. After an examination the doctor suggested a series of operations 
which were subsequently undertaken over a period of two years. Each operation was 
a complete success. One wonderful day, two and a half years later, the boy came 
to her office walking under his own power. This is a moment of great triumph and 
tremendous joy. The social worker was telling this s tory to a crowd of business 
men. After she had completed the biographical sketch she said to the assembled 
group, where do you think the boy is today. Some of the men ventured a few guesses. 
Is he an engineer, a doctor, a lawyer, a minister, a congressman? No, she answered, 
he's in the penitentiary at this moment, sentenced to death in the electric chair 
for first degree murder. Choking back a sob she explained, you see, I was so busy 
t achin him how to walk, that I for ot to teach him where to walk. 11 

~ 1. Peter wan s o e cer am a ese sain s at he "s writing- to certQ.Jnly !<now 
b th how to walk and where to walk. 
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He Is Faithful in Our Suffering 

MAIN IDEA: Do not continue to live in sin. Instead, since the end 
is near, live in Jove toward others. When suffering comes, commit 
yourself to God and continue to do good. 

M Living for the Will of God ( vv. l-6) 

SUPPORTING IDEA: Have the same perspective on suffering 
that Jesus did. In the past you've spent enough time sinning. God 
will judge sin, so live for God. 

4:1-2. Therefore connects this chapter to the discussion of the sufferings 
:if Jesus Christ at the end of chapter 3. The suffering that Christ endured was, 
in part, because of the righteous life that he lived. Believers in similar fashion 
;hould arm yourselves also with the same attitude. As believers in Jesus 
: hrist, we are to adopt the same attitude Christ had toward his suffering. We 
ire to be willing to suffer because we have chosen to live righteous lives. We 
ue to think as Christ did about obedience and suffering: to be convinced that 
t is better to 

ecause he w o as su ered in his body is done with sin does not sug­
;est that the believer, because he suffers for doing what is right, will ne\·er 
.tumble or sin again. A Christian does not, through suffering, magically vault 
o th level of moral perfection. Verses 1-2 indicate that believers take seri­
lUsly their struggle against sin and their commitment to obedience. By fol­
owi ng this counsel. you demonstrate to others that obeying God is the most 
mportant moti\'ation for your life. more important by far than avoiding 
1ardship and pam. The Amplified Bible's rendering of this section clearly 
onn,~s the meaning Peter wished to communicate: "So, since Christ suf­
ered in the Oesh. arm yourselYes \Vith the same thought and purpose 
patient1y to suffer rather than fail to please God). For whOe\·er has suffered 
n the Oesh has done with (intentional) sin-has stopped pleasing himself 
nd the world . and leases God .. (l Pet. 4: 1-

1s Yerse says quite unt y that our past experience of sin is suffi­
ient. The Greek perfect tense emphsizes that the kinds of actiYities listed in 
erse 3 are OYer: this part of our lives is a closed chapter. 

The staccato-like descriptions come quickly and clearly-without 
etailed explanations. The original readers knew precisely what was meant. 
>ebauchery and lusts ref er to tin bridled and unrestrained living. They 
escribc a person who knows no restraints, has no checks and balances for 

10 

-
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85. 

- 2. the following command no 
- 3. is you have been 

a model to imitate, 

4. 

(J,,t!>. JJ!/ 5 . 
. / 

ll!lllllli!-r"'C!"'uses suffering in our lives 
. Hebrews 12:5 and following. -,----~~~~~~~~~~~~--=-' 

"'WMMI"! God uses suffering in our lives to strengtlien us. 
~ ' a e opment. James 1:. -~ 

8. u1 fn chapter 6 of Romans says "what shal 1 we say then, are we to continue 

6. correct us as 

7. 

'..A in sin that grace may abound? By no means, how can we who died to sins still 
Jt~' live in it. Do you know that all who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

\ 
M~t~~ were baptized into His death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism 

; I'~; 1~ \ into death, so that as Christ was r aised from the dead by the glory of the 
U~JZs~e•4 Father, we too, might wa 1 k in newness of 1 ife. For if we have been united 

f::"~~ with Him in a resurrection like His, we know that our old self was crucified 
i · ~~ (}.J\·. with Him so that the sinful body might be destroyed and we might no longer 

1' be a slave to sin. For he who has died is freed from sin, but if we have died 
'?· \,61( YJith Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. Let not sin therefore 

~1 reign in your mortal bodies to make you obey their passions. Do not yield your 
~ •\ members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as men 

~() (''°" who have been brOlrnht from death to 1 i fe and your members to God as instruments 
\)Q)./"" of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not 

'. /'t-!-- nd aw but under grace. 11 

yt.\"" Verse Two: 11 n 1 on er 1 ive t 
v 

*' 3. 

~ 4. 

~ 5. 

his verse i~ the key verse to pattern number nine, What You Plant~ hat You Pick. 
f you live by the desires of men, of course death is the result, but living by 

t !fg wil l or God, i9u_ar~ in t~e control of the Spirit and as a result Q_!'Oduc!_!!g 
the fruitage_of t e Spirit. 
Paul, in Galatians chapter five, contrasts the works of the flesh and the fruit 
of t he Spirit. 
Dr. Ryrie in his boo!<, Balancing the Christian Life, says "the flesh then is that 
ol d capacity which all men have to l ive l ives which excluded God. In the 
Christian, the flesh is that same capacity to leave God out of his life in actions. 
The unsaved man has only one capacity but the Christian has two, which means that 
the unsaved person has only ont e course of action, to serve sin and self or to 
leave God out of his life, while the believer has an option. He may serve God __ 
and as long as he is in a human body, he may also choose to leave God out and 
:l.ive according to the old nature." 
Peter recognizing this truth wants to be sure that these suffering saints are 

1v1ng under the control of the Holy Spir1t. 
H'al Lindsey in h1s Late Great Planet Earth, "says inside of man there is a 
selfish self-centered nature. This is the source of what God calls sin. Sin is 
basicly self-centered seeking and striving, going our own way with our backs 
turned on God. It is because of this selfish nature with which we were born 
that we cannot have consistent peace with ·ourselves, our family, our neighbor, 
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or on a broader scale, with other nations. As one man has said, what's wrong 

~• 6. 
with the world, and answered himself truthfully, ' I'm wrong with the world'. 
lllQit:we oesperately need to see here is that God has a rule in nature, is that 
.what You Plant 1s What You Pick. And so in our lives, as Christians, living by 
the control of the Spirit is going to produce gold, silver and precious stones, 
whereas if we choose to live under the domi~ation of the flesh, we will reap 

f-~liJ!ill~Wilj~but decay and destruction. - t...i'--! .-. .... " ,.. 0t: UL· 
h ~or ad uate has been the im t s n 

1. 

• 2. 

• 3. 

Tnere are are a product of the desires of men 
nd certa y ave no part in the life of a Christian • 
• B. Meyer points out "any time spent in the lusts of the flesh is too long. -1 
he time past may well suff. ice . Oh the bitter regrets which the memory of pas·t 

sins breeds in the saved soul. W~at would it not give to be able to obliterat~ 
the record and to ~oak back on an unsullied page, but this may not be. Our ~ 
only comfort is that he who says the time for watching is over also says that 
there is yet opportunity to retrieve the past and promises to restore the years 
which the cankerworm and the caterpillar have eaten. 11 

n this verse now, Peter is giving us the reason for his conmand or admonition 
2 to be e r · · b the ill of God 

Ca.tlt:J f-oLi wer"r 
it s tran e that 

se who are living accoroing to the desires of the flesh are one day 
give account to Christ who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 

• 2. s~~ 'fh s:g "stop complaining brethren about one another in order that you 
may not be j udged, behold the judge is standing now before the doors~· 

~ 3. mans l4:12"so then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 11 

• 4. rews 10:31 "it is a fearful thing to fall in t o the hands of the living God. 11 

1 5. Francis Sfiaeffer in his book Death in the City says "the Bible emphasizes judgment 
in various places . In Matthew 12:36 Jesus says, but I say unto you that every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof. in the day of judgment. 
For by thy words thou shalt be justified and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 
There is a theory that all the sounds are still present in the universe, that the 
wave energy has only gotten so low that no one can hear them. Most people no 
longer hold this concept and of course it may not be true, but for some reason we 
suddenly might hear our own words speaking out as the basis upon which God will 
judge us. The fact that in hypnosis we may recall a great deal more than we ordin­
arily can, suggests that perhaps deep inside ourselves we never forget anything. 

, 
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87. 

God may suddenly use this so that within ourselves we hear ourselves speak the 
very words we spoke in our lifetime. Then God will ask, are you condemned or 
are you not condemned. And every man in all the world, will say it is just, 
i t is just, I am condemned. 11 Luke 12: 2 and 3 reads for "there is nothing 
covered that shall not be revealed, neither hid that shall not be known. 
Therefore whatsoever you have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light 
and that which you have spoken in the ear in the closet shall be proclaimed 
upon the housetops. 11 This is not just a figure of speech. I believe that 
men will actually hear their own moral judgments, their own harsh words being 
poured out against other men and they will have to say, you are just and I 
am condemned. 11 Revelation 20: 12 speaks of the last great judgment. 11 And I 
saw the dead, small and great stand before God and the books were opened, 
and another book was opened which was the book of life. And the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the books according to 
their works. I have known evangelicals t hat have been somewhat embarrassed 
by this and say that this passage really means that people will be judged 
on whether they have accepted Christ as Saviour or not. This is not what 
God says, He says I am going to judge you by your works and your works will 
fail. They will fail on the basis of your own moral judgments against others. 
No matter who you are, or where, there is no injustice in God's dealings 
with lost men because they are judged on the standard which they have bound 

TI other~ ." J erse Si xj 11 For to this end was the os el 

, 1. Peter has just mentioned the fact that Christ is going to judge the living and 
1he dead and then in verse six now we have the statement "for to this end was 
ttfe' 9ospel preached even to the dead.' nat is tnose who have alre2_s!1.._died in 

"J,.q_% ~hri st and whil~ tb__ey were living, the gospel was reachea to them> the p_urpose 
~ :::.f~ ven i..n. order:_ that_ they might be judged according to men in the flesh bl!t 

/ because of_their relationship to Christ, live accordin~ to Sod in the_s.Q.ir.lt~ 
2. luck points out in verse 5, we are fold that all men must some day give an 

account of themselves to God. The expression 11 for this cause" points back to 
this important truth. For this reason the gospel was preached also to them 
that are dead. Some have imagined that this statement refers to some fllYSterious 
preaching to the dead after death. It rather h to do with ho • 

d d but once th were 

ere Peter sounds 
1 ready ment ioned 
e dead. 

-- 2. It coula mean nere tnat the end of physical life for many of these who would 
eceive this letter was coming near because of the tremendous persecution that 
hey were facing. , l: 

- 3. In ar~Lfive thing4 that Peter wants 
to is verse. ; 

' 
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, 6. 
, 7 . 
• 8 . 

88. 

~~i...li~ ..... ~~~~~u..w.~~~~~~_..w,-. ......... ~~~~~""~!!li!f!~ , ~ 0 
.-:__...,....,.__,,,_~---=----::--..,. __ e e. pf .,.if t _ 0 ~ ~~ 

t ,ing that he has to say to then~ is "keeping love constant toe gpc; 
1no;,aot11 .. eiil!!r~. r_: he reason he commands this is becam 5160@ I§ Ebverrng a muftltude 
.8¥ sins. 
Peter i n c apter 3:8 aid that we should be loving the brethren . In apter 2:17 
be loving the brotherhood and in chapter 1:22 love of the brethren, love one 
nother from the heart constantly. 
his practice of Christian ~ove was to be constant. This word conveys the idea 
f iTitensity, earnestness~ exerting one's power to their full extent. 

B"arclay in speaking on this matter of l ove says "our love must be the love that • 
never f ail s. " The word here in the text means stretchinq out as a runner 
stretches out. A horse at full gallop, and it denotes the t aut muscle of stren- • 
uous and sustained effort as of an athlete. Here is a fundamental Christian fl 
truth. Christian love is not an easy sentimental reaction. It demands ever.Ything 
a man has got of mental and spiritual nerve and muscle, sinew. It means loving .·• 
the unlovely and the unlovable. It means in spite of insult and injury. It means ·· 
loving when love is not returned but i s spurned. The Christian love is a love 
::~~- ~·h ' ever fail~ and the love in which_every atom of man's strength is directed . 

Verse-~~ ne ~ 11 11 

1. I i the rt 
1tnout comp ain • 

Paul says 1n s 12:13 "give freely to fellow Christians in want, never 
uagrng a meal or a bed to those who need them. 1 He also says ip PMlippians 

.14, and 15, 11 00 all wnat you have to do without grunbling or arguing so that 
you may be God's children, blameless, sincere and wholesome living in a warped 

nd diseased world and shining there like lights in a dark lace for you hold 
c~~~~r hands the very word of life." 
Verse Ten ;~iH?Kir~!Erf!§f~~O~ f ~~ffea?!rk¢i~S ; s;gq ;r tor are erJ~Jber as eeed 
,~...,~e~e'=r's command here is fo use i;e sp1r1tuaf gift wnicn was given at the time he 

came to know Christ . to be exercisi ng this gift for otner members of the body, 
and doing it as good administrators of God's varied grace. 

tw"' 2. Larry Richards in his book A New Face for the Church says "the abilities are for 
S t he church. I say that the nature of the church demands that the laymen uses hi s 

«""\+u gift for the church. Scripture makes it quite clear that members of the church 
\ l itself, other believers are the recipients of the ministry. In Corinthians Paul 

7
~ ~ says each of us are given gifts for the common good. These gifts are a family r - affair, they are for the benefit of the church. What we see then when we look 

at the teaching on spiritual gifts, is the church as people involved in one 
another's lives, involved in sharing with others, which they themselves have 
received from Christ. It is the members of Christs body being with each other 
and in their shared love and shared life, discovering that the Spirit within each 
flows out, that the Spirit within taps the special ability He has given each to 
contribute and now nurtures the life of God and forms the character of God in each 
believing individual. 
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-
89. 

3. 

4. tfl'!Te'S" t ep1st e tnat Peter has talked aoout grace. 
Chapter l :2 he t al ked about grace to meet our present neegs as we live our l ives 
here on earth. In l :10 he tal ked about the grace that the prophets propnesied, 

p~hi ch was made avai labie through Jesus Christ and then in verse 13 of chapter.J, 
_:......--he talks about a future _ _grace that is being brought to us at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ. In 3:7 he points up to the husband and wife that they are joint 
heirs of the grace of life and now here in chapter 4, the gifts that are given 

·~ bx thG ~ly Spirit are once again, product s of God's varied grace. 

verse El eve~ j~i;f S!~ii;i~ri~~~i~~if~fiii~lfi~:~~!:i!~!!~lJjf~§f~~;~i~~ .... 
AwPQ II 

eter just mentions a couple of gifts here that are a part of God's great grace. 
11 If anyone is speaking as utterances of God (let them be ). i[f anyone is serving 
(let him serve) as out of the strength which God is supplying. 11 

Pau1 had a lot to say about strength that is ours in Christ . In 1lippians 4:13 
11 ! am ready for- anythi.ng through the strength of the one who indwe ls me. u~-~ 
2 :p~ 1·7 11 God nath not given us the spirit of fear but of QOwer and of ove 

na of a sound mind . " 
Colossians 1:11 11 Strengtnened wi t h all might according to his glorious power unto 
atience and longsuffering with joyfulness . The strength to serve is suppliea 

by God Himself in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 
\ Christ in whom there is the glory and the power for ever and ever. Am~e_n_. 1~· ~~~~-----

~ .(7 · · la ti onshi · odys;t of GoCf' ~ g(A£$ fn21!! 1 
)(f(j>-J 111 d 1s a product of his grace in the past tnat Cnrist was »-

()Yf;o ov1 e , 1t 1 s a product of grace in the present that we are able to serve Him. 
• t is a product of his varied grace that the gifts which He provides produces the 

f\ fruit that He desires and as we stand in His presence on the day of redemption, 
V~ nee again we will be reminded of the fact that we are there because of His grace. 

\--- . No wonoer Peter breaks forth in this great doxo l ogy in whom there is the glory and 
~ the power forever and ever. Amen. t /""".,k ~ CONCLUSION: What You Plant is Wha t You 
~ W noted back verse 2 of this c 

~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=i:~~~~~~~~! 
i n these last verses we have seen the products of the wil l of God . The functioning 

~~e spirit of each contri outing to the corrmon good i s il lustrated by a story which 
mes ~ro~ a Christian 1eper colony in India. One poor fellow had lost his legs, and 
other his arrrs, but when seed time came and everyone wno was aole went forth to the ~ 

f....c~ield_ to work, the man who had no arms carried on his back the rran who haa no legs anCl ­
~v s_o _b.l.- the feet of one and the hands ~f another, the seed was sown .. 

Paul tells the Ephesians in chapter 4 "naturally there are different gifts and 
nctions individually grace is given to us in different ways out of the rich diversity 
Christ's giving. His gifts unto men were varied, some He made His messengers, some 

prophets, some preachers of the gospel, t o some He gave the power to guide and teach 
His people. His gifts were made that Christians might be properly equipped for their 
service, that the whole body might be built up till the time comes when in the unity of 
common faith, and common knowledge of the Son of God, we arrive at real maturity, that 
measure of development which is meant by the fulness of Christ." 
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HOSPITALITY 
"The Love of a Stranger" 

HOME IS WHERE IT HAPPENS. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR EDIFICATION AND EVANGELISM. 

s Pl RITUALLY, SENSITIVE SERVANTS. 

PRAYER, PREPARATIONS AND PERSEVERANCE. 

INVITATIONS THAT ISSUE IN INVOLVEMENT. 

T1ME AND TALENTS IT TAKES TO TOUCH LIVES. 

AcTIVE ADVENTURE AND ACCEPTANCE. 

LovE THAT LONGS To LET You LOOK. 

I DEAS INITIATING IMPACT. 

TABLE TALK THAT TELLS MY TESTIMONY. 

You AND YOUR YEARNING TO YIELD. 

BEHOLD, I AM STANDING AT THE DOOR AND KNOCKING; IF 
ANYONE IS HEARING MY VOICE AND IS OPENING THE DOOR, I 
WILL COME IN TO HIM, AND WILL DINE WITH HIM, AND HE 
WITH ME (REV. 3:20). 

"AN OPEN HEART PRECEDES AN OPEN 
HOUSE." 
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Here are the words of "The Servant Song" by Richard Gillard: 

Brother, let me be your servant 
Let me be as Christ to you 
Pray that I may have the grace 
To let you be my servant, too 

We are pilgrims on a journey 
We are brothers on the road 
We are here to help each other 
Walk the mile and bear the load 

I will weep when you are weeping 
When you laugh I'll laugh with you 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
Till we've seen this journey through 

When we sing to God in heaven 
We shall find such harmony 
Born of all we've known together 
Of Christ's love and agony 

Brother, let me be your servant 
Let me be as Christ to you 
Pray that I may have the grace 
To let you be my servant, too 

- __, 
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