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Shooting at God I PreachingToday.com Page 1of1 
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~ 
ILLUSTRATION 

Shooting at God ~ Send to prmter 

Topics: Childishness; Fear; Fourth of July; God 

Filters: Christian Culture; Humor; Stories; Youth & Children 

References: Psalm 53:5 III, Daniel 5:6 III, Hebrews 10:27 III 
Tone: Neutral/Mixed 

When the fireworks display began on the Fourth of July, my 6-year-old nephew became so 
frightened I had to take him home. As we drove away, he said, "I bet God is mad at those 
people shooting at him!" 

... 

Opal Stout, Cottagevlfle, West Virginia. Christian Reader, "Kids of the Kingdom." 
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Thankful for Freedom I PreachingToday.com Page 1 of2 
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ILLUSTRATION 

Thankful for Freedom ~ Send to printer 

Topics: Citizenship; Complaining; Complaints; Fourth of July; Freedom; Government; Gratitude; Happiness; 
Liberty; Thanksgiving 

Filters: Stories 

References: Acts 21:39 CIJ, Romans 13: 1-7 CIJ, 1Peter2:17 CIJ 
Tone: Commend 

Whi le I was attending graduate school in the early 1980s, I stopped for coffee in a Malibu, 
California, restaurant. Coming from a non-political family, I knew nothing of political activists
but I met one that day in that restaurant. 

He told everyone what a mess the United States had become. He ridiculed our government and 
our educational, industrial, and banking systems. He was on such a roll that he had everyone on 
his side except for two people: an old man and me. The activist shied away from me, seeing my 
Pepperdine hat, Ronald Reagan tee shirt, and Wall Street Journal. So he went after the old man. 

As he approached, the old man continued slurping his soup and turned his back. The activist sat 
down at the old man's table and offered, "Mister, if you can tell me just one thing the United 
States has ever done for you, just one measly thing, I will leave you alone. " 

Finally, the old man looked up. He licked his spoon clean and set it down on the table. His red 
face indicated years of laboring in the sun. With a heavy Russian accent, he replied, "Ve hold 
zees truz to be self-eyidegt, dat all men created equ~, life, liberty, eerzujt gt happjgess, II Then 
'fie went Sack to the soup. The activist, defeated, could not argue against what the old man had 
experienced on both sides of communism. 

I 
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KEY VERSES : 3:15, 16 

MEMORY VERSE: 3: 15 

PATTERN NUMBER EIGHT 
THE RIGHT GAME PLAN 3: 13-22 

But set apart Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being those 
who are prepared to make a defense to everyone who is asking 
you for a reason concerning the hope that is in you, but doing 
this with gentleness and reverence, Keeping a clear conscience 
so that in case you are being spoken against, they may be put 
to shame those who are insulting (reviling) your good behavior f 
in Christ. 

TEXT: 3: 13-22 

75. 
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5. 

• 6. 

• 7. 

76. 

ssage that will lead to a truthful • 

But even if you should suffer fo r thUKe of rjgOteovsness ygµ wj 11 be blessed 
m r be tr bl d 

Here Peter gives the Rromise if even being zealous for good xou shoula suffer, for the 
sake of righteousness, you wi 11 5e o lessed. 
Jesus, once again on the Sermon on the Mount says in Matt. 5: 0, 
who ore persecuted for righteousness sake, for the i r's is the kingdom of heaven." 
There is a fold command in view of thj.Jact that if while yol't9re being zealous 
for good you should suffe r Tor righteousnesP,'bove no fear of the~or troubled. 
Jesus says in Matt. 10:26-28, "So have no fear of them, fo r nothing is covered that wi ll 

of be revealea, or liiaaen tnat will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, utter 
in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim upon the housetops, and do not 
fear those who ki 11 the body but cannot ki 11 the souls. Rather fear him who can destroy 
both sou I and body \if he 11.' 
Jesus also said in the upper room, to the disciples, "Stop being troubled in your eart , 
if you believe in God, believe also in me. In my father's house are many dwelling 
places, if it were not so I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you 
and if I go and prepare a place for you I am goin!i_t~ come again and receive you unto 
myself, that where I am there ye may be also." ~ \'-I: '• t-
in Joon 14:27, He says, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you, not as tne 
world gives, gives I unto you, Let not your hearts be troubled , neither let them be afraid. 0 

eese points out, "The man without faith h~s the harm in the trouble itself, unpopularity 
slander, misrepresentation, ill health, bereavement, whereas the Christian sees nothing 
as harm unless the harm is in his spirit, his character, his devotion to his Lord. As long 
as trouble throws us back on Christ, calls out a stronger trust in him, challenges to a 
firmer courage for him, its threal,of harm is averted. More than that, Wt is converted 
into assets of beauty and grace.'f'You have sung H. G. Spafford's hymn, 'It Is Well", 
but have you sung it knowing its birthplace in a heart of anguish? SRCJfford was a 
Christian law er in Chica o whose wife and four oun children we;;;Qt sea he 
1 - ate sailing vessel, colliding with another ship, the vessel went down in 20 minutes. 
All the children were lost. Mrs. Spafford was picked up from the bone-chilling sea 
and for two weeks could send no message to her husband. When at last the rescue ship 
reached the coast of Ireland, she cable 'Saved Alone'. In tlie depths of his bereavement 
and at the height of his unshatterable faith he wrote, 'When peace like a river attendeth 
my way, when sorrows like sea bi I lows rol I, Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say 
It is well, It is well with my soul.' Suffering? Yes, Damage, No. It is well with my soul • 

• 
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(Sacred Marria ge: What if God Designed Marria ge to Make Us Holy Mor e th an to Make Us 
Happy? by Gary Thom as) Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. Copyright -Gary L. Thomas, 2000. 

I TOPIC 

Marriage 

Marriage 

I REF# I TEXT 

694-11 

694-12 

eva ngelism. They can draw people into a truth that points 
beyond this world into the next. Just by sticking it out in our 
marriages, we can build a monument to the principle and the 
practice of reconciliation. 

Years ago Paul Simon wrote a best-selling song 
proclaiming "Fifty Ways to Leave Your Lover." A Christian needs 
just one reason to stay with his or h er "lover": the analogy of 
Christ and his church. 
pp.36-37 

Love is not a na tuTal response that gushes ou t of us 
unbidden . Infatuation sometimes does th at-at the beginning of 
a relat ionship at least-but hate is always ready to naturally 
spring forth , like t he "Old Faithful" geyser at Yellowstone 
National Park. Christian love, on the other h a nd, must be chased 
after , aspired to, and practiced. 

The popular culture completely misunderstands this 
principle. One on the cruelest and most self-condemning remarks 
I've ever heard is the one that men often use when t hey leave 
their wives for another woman : "The t ruth is, I've never loved 
you ." This is meant to be an attack on the wife-saying in effect, 
"The truth is, I've never found you lovable." But pu t in a 
Christia n context, it's a confession of the man's utter failure to be 
a Christia n . If h e hasn't loved his wife, it is not his wife's fault, 
but his. J esus calls us to love even the unlovable-even our 
enemies!-so a man who says "I've never loved you" is a ma n who 
is saying essent ially this: "I've never act ed like a Christia n." 

When we love well, we please God. This shouldn't be hard 
to figure out. The best way for someone to get into good graces is 
t o be kind to my children. All Christia ns a re God's children ; by 
loving others, we bring enormous pleasure to our heavenly 

Father . 
pp.40-41 

Allow your marriage relationship to stretch your love and 
to enlar ge your capacity for love-to teach you to be a Ch ristian. 
Use marriage as a practice court , where you learn to accept 
another per son and serve him or her. And please don 't limit this 
"love" to "spirit ual" things like praying, preaching, and exhor ting. 
Part of the experience of love is delight ing each other in very 

"earthy" ways. 
p.42 
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(The Five Lov~ Languages: How to Express Heartfelt Commitment to Your Mate by Gary 
Chapman) Chicago, IL: Northfield. Copyright - Gary D. Chapman, 1992, 1995. 

I TOPIC 

Marriage 

Marriage 

I REF# I TEXT 

282-07 The game is called "Tank Check," and it is played like this. When 
you come home, one of you says to the other, "On a scale of zero to 
ten, how is your love tank tonight?" Zero means empty, and 10 
means "I am full oflove and can't handle any more." You give a 
reading on your emotional love tank-10, 9, 8, 71 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, or 
0, indicating how full it is. Your spouse says, "What could I do to 
help fill it?" 

282-08 

Then you make a suggestion-something you would like 
your spouse to do or say that evening. To the best of his ability, 
he will respond to your request. Then you repeat the process in 
the reverse order so that both of you have the opportunity to do a 
reading on your love tank and to make a suggestion toward filling 
it. If you play the game for three weeks, you will be hooked on it, 
and it can be a playful way of stimulating love expressions in your 
marnage. 

One husband said to me, "I don't like tha t love t ank game. 
I played it with my life . I came home and said to her , 'On a scale 
of zero to ten , how's your love tank tonight?' She said, "About 
seven .' I asked, 'What could I do to help fill it?' She said, 'The 
greatest t hing you could do for me tonight is to do the laundry.' I 
said, 'Love and laundry? I don't get it.'" 

I said, "That's the problem. Perhaps you don't understand 
your wife's love language. What's your primary love language?" 

Without hesitation he said, "Physical touch, and especially 
the sexual part of the maniage." 

"Listen to me carefully," I said. "The love you feel when 
your wife expresses love by physical touch is the same love your 
wife feels when you do the laundry." 

"Bring on the laundr ," he shouted. ''I'll wash the clothes 
every night i it makes her feel that good." 
p. 126 

We are talking about love, and love is something you do for 
someone else, not something you do for yourself. Most of us do 
many things each day that do not come "naturally" for us. For 
some of us) that. is getting out of bed in the morning. We go 
against our feelings and get out of bed. Why? Because we believe 
there is something worthwhile to do that day. And normally, 
before the day is over, we feel good about having gotten up. Our 
actions preceded our emotions. 
p. 136 
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- 5. 

o t an w en oing wrong ri 
- 1. Now Peter gives tne reason for tHe commands in verses 15 and 

sufferejng for doing gogd jf it $hoyld be the wrn of God than when dojng wrona, 
- 2. ' Tlijs js o statement gf prjnciple from the pe p gf Peter. 

3. We have already noted the phras~ 'l he will of~" in chapter 2, verse 151 "For 
o is the will of God that by doing good you might put to silence the ignorance of 

foolish men. 
4. 2 20 "for what crean is it if wlien you are sinning, and if you are enduring being 

beaten, but if when you doing good and suffering for it and this you ore encluring, 
his is commendable in the sight of God. 11 

5. nge points out, "It is infinitely better to suffer once with Christ. than .t.Q.-fil,!ffli 
_eterna I ly: with<;>ut Chrhl. 11 

6. Gehman, in his book Let My Heart Be Broken , in speaking of the strength of the 
Korean Church says, "ASIP'ut the report in my pocket to study later, Dr. Moffit 
pointing to a man walking along the corridor said, 'There's a story in that man. 
His name is Jin Ty Kim and he's the ruling elder of a new church with a new building 
program. The congregation had raised all the money it could find and Jin himself 
had given $200--his life's savings. Because he felt he had to contribute more, he 
came to the hospital in the hope of selling his eye or some part of his body so that 
he might make a further contribution to the building fund. When we refused to take 
his eye, he broke down and wept saying that after much consideration and prayer 
he had reached the final decision to make such a sacrifice and that if we vouldn't 
buy it, then he wanted at least to donate it to some needy individual. We still 
had to refuse, but such an attitude of mind and heart is typical of the willingness 

1~ _ _......,.~.i.i·~· ~e which accounts for the great strength of the Church in Korea. 11 

erse Eighteen. 

78. 
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- 1. Peter is going to byj Id fyrther gn hjs grg11ment by referring once agajn to the 
Person of Christ and his sufferings as he did in chapter 2. Becg11se Christ also died 
once for all for sjns. 

2. Paul, II Cor. 5:21 says , "For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin 
so that in Him we might become the rightouesness of God. 11 

3. Heb. 9:26-28, "No, the fact is that now in this point in time the end of the present 
age, he has appeared once and for al I to abolish sin by the sacrifice of Himself 
and just as surely as it is appointed for all men to die, and after that pass to their 
judgment, so it is certain that Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many, 
and after that, to those who look for him, he wi 11 appear a second time, not this 
time to deal with sin, but to bring them to full salvation. 0 

4. Peter points out it is the righteous for the unrighteous who died once for all for sins. 
Th.e purpose for doing this is in order that he might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit. 

5. Ross, in speal<ing on this ~rticular verse, says , 11 lt is one of tne snortest gpa simples£ ~ 
ana et one of the richest summaries ive in the New Testament of the meanin of tlie 

8. 

*3 . 

79 . 
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. . . . ncall fallen angels, who have been 
5. These are angelic beings'. c;~ect hyng to them following his death 

imprisoned until judgment. Chnsts preac i 

was a victory proclamation. This view seems to find a parallel in Juqa 6 and 
7 where Jude spoke of angels being kept in prison, awaiting their jugment 

..:/ 
(cf $ PSf 2·tN The usage of the word spirit without a qualifying genitive 
indicates that the term describes angels. Also, angels are spoken of in the 
context as having been brought into submission following this e\ent (v. 22) . 
A variation of this view suggests that this refers to Christ's announcement to 
departed spirits of the triumph of his resurrection, dec1aring to Them the vic
tory he had achieved by his death and resurrection. Some interpreters suggest 
that Jesus offered no hope of salvation to these spirits. He <lid not evangelize 
them but simply proclaimed the victory of his resurrection to them. Enher 
vanation of this view would seem to be the best alternative see Geisle r and 
Howe, 534). 
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Jude 6 , 7 (NET) 

You also know that the angels who did not keep within their proper 
domain but abandoned their own place of residence, he has kept in 
eternal chains in utter darkness, locked up for the judgment of the 
great Day. So also Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighboring towns, 
since they indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire 
in a way similar to these angels, are now displayed as an example by 
suffering the punishment of eternal fire. 

2 P eter 2:4-6 (NET) 

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but threw them into 
hell and locked them up in chains in utter darkness, to be kept until 
the judgment, and if he did not spare the ancient world, but did protect 
Noah, a herald of righteousness, along with seven others, when God 
brought a flood on an ungodly world, and if he turned to ashes the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah when he condemned them to 
destruction, having appointed them to serve as an example to future 
generations of the ungodly, 

,~~ <4e ~f~"--~_s1-""- G ~-d~~, . 
;{J .- - -- ·_ad J ~ J- v- Li.~(.) ~-1du~~ 

fj} ~ ~ ~ I - t 
~ ~ • .;t;,y;·.o;,; ·i,~~d hH triumphed; ~ 

/) ~ ll.(1,; the LoRo has not done all this.'" Jr'~(!;, 
11 ~ 1)C 2SThey are a nation without senseJ . \ ~ 

• there is no discernment in them. ...\\~ r' 
_, ' ~.~') 29lf only they were wise and would ... ~ ,~ o~ \ 
. V.. "'i x. l understand this . . ~ t"" 
I~. ~ and discern what their end will be! 
\.: 30How could one man chase a thousand, 

\ 
~ '> . \ or two put ten thousand to flight, 
' /fl' a f..J unless their Rock had sold them, -"'\ ' V ,~O. '1 unless the LORD had given them up? 

I • o ~~ 3Ifor their rock is not like our Rock, 

~ 1} ~ ~~ oeuu• u> uuu•mu~:=.~~~:~=~~::. ::::~ of 
f\ _. 21-22 With our appetite for both food and life long gone, Paul took his place 

in our midst and said, "Friends, you really should have listened to me back 
in Crete. \\·e could have avoided all this trouble and trial. But there·s no 
need to dwell on that now. From now on, thi ngs are looking up! I can assure 
you that there'll not be a single drowning among us, although I can't say as 
much for the ship - the ship itself is doomed. 

23-26 "Last night God's angel stood at my side, an angel of this God l serve, 
saying to me, 'Don't give up, Paul. You're going to stand before Caesar 
yet - and e\·eryone sailing wit h you is also going to make it.' So, dear 
friends, take heart. I believe God will do exactly what he told me. But we're 
going to shipwreck on some island or other." 

On thP fnnr tPPnth nioht :>tlrift cnmPwhPrP on the Adriatic Sea. at about 
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- 4. 

- 5. 
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C. Baptism That Now Saves You (v. 21) , 
Larry Richards offers a clear and concise explanation for this verse: --

Tliis is another one of the Bible's more difficult passages. ~

thought is not hard to understand. but people tend to w atch the 
verse out of context and try to underg and it without seeing it in con- .. 
t ext. We must remember that Peter draws a comparison between the 
days of Noah and the age of Christ. His analogy is intended to show 
rhe far-reaching effect of Jesus' work. To do this he goes back to the 
'tenesis flood and compares the Christian exgerjence to the experi
ence of the ei ht eo le who were carried in the ark throu h the 
waters of raging judgment. Baptism is used ere to indicate our 
union with Christ (see Matthew 3:11 ; Romans 6 :1-4) . Li ke Noah and 
~ l amHy, we Christians have been lifted beyond danger of judgment 
and deposited in a new world in which wear to live new lives. Freed 
bv Jesus, we are to live these new lives not "for evil human desires , 
bUt rather for the will of God,. ( 4:2). 

Note the a 

an carried sa elv thr 

SatanJ which is destined o be ·ud ed b ' God, carried t rou h the 
ju gment in Christ, and brought into the kingdom of Gods son. Now 
'fe live in that kipgdgm age! eyeryrh jgg about ou i.ves is fresh and 
new (Richards, 377-378). -
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.,;; • first o II nesatjx#Y,''not a removing of dirt from the body, which would be_th~e ___ _ 
case if he were making reference to water baptism hen~, but as an appeal to God for 
a clear conscience. The very fact of the presence of the spirit of God within us 
is evident that we are his children. Romans 8: 14, 16 teach this truth, 11All who 
follow the leading of God's S_ejrit, a~e GOd 1s own sons. Te Spirit himself endorses 
'our inward conviction that we real_!t are the children of God. 11 

... '-~:-:--:-~---.----~ 
..- 10. It is this inner endorsement of the S irit of God that mQk.es-it o.s_si le for us to have 

'*"~---~-------~~ ...... -.-..-.:.. 11 • 

- 12. 

13. 

14. 

w--
2. 

~3. 
4. 

5. 
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rrcn on the Loudest Cheers in Heaven ~ Send to printer 

Christian life; Commitment; Dedication; Devotion; Eternal life; Faith; Faithfulness, human; Fourth of 
July; Good deeds; Heaven; Independence Day; Memorial Day; Motivation; Reward; Rewards; 

Servanthood; Service; Service, reward of 

D ~ Filters: Editor's Choice * ; Everyday Disciples; Free; Stones; Stories 
TI t Cl' RefFrences: Matthew 6:1ril,1Corinthians3:12 ril, Ephesians 6:7 ril, Colossians 3:24 ril, Hebrews 10:24 ril, 
lA)t1."IV£~ .. 1Peter1:3 ril 

~ Tone: "'- ' ommend J.... #-c. 
(., '\,.( r r ~ ... "':!:-' "~ )..~ 

Heading home to California ... a friend and I passed through the Dallas-Fort Worth airport. On 
the way to the connecting gate, we heard loud patriotic music playing and saw a group, mostly 
women, wearing colorful hats, cheering, and waving American flags. The troops were coming 
home, and here was their welcoming committee. 

Two women encouraged us to grab flags and join in. We were early for our next flight, so we 
took places in the makeshift greeting line. At first, a few soldiers just dribbled by. We whooped 
and waved our flags furiously. Then the pace picked up as dozens of men and women in 
uniform came barreling through. We kept repeating: "Welcome home! We're glad you're back! 
We appreciate you!" Some soldiers wiped away tears, while others displayed huge, self
conscious smiles . ... 

After 45 minutes, it was time to catch our flight. We hugged the organizers and thanked the 
vets who had come to honor this generation of soldiers. As we sank into our seats for the flight, 
we felt humbled by participating in this sweet moment of coming home. It was impossible not 
to draw the obvious spiritual parallels. These men and women had taken oaths of faithfulness 
and service. They had fought courageously, lived with deprivation, danger, and disease, and 
took unbelievable risks, all for the good of our nation. 

But as great as America is, it is a temporary place. No nation lives forever. As believers in 
Christ, we are all soldiers in the Lord's army. We, too, take oaths of fidelity, sacrifice, and 
service. Our oaths of allegiance are to a kingdom that shall never end-a country where there 
is never a mistake in leadership, where justice flows down like a river, where poverty, disease, 
terror, hunger, and greed hold no power. 

Scripture teaches us about the welcome and rewards we will receive when our battle on earth 
is over. Artists, writers, and theologians have all taken stabs at imagining what those moments 
of heavenly welcome will look like . ... That afternoon ... we were visualizing the very moment 
when we would step into eternity. 

As my friend Elizabeth and I looked at each other, the same thought crossed our minds. 
Through misty eyes, she said, "If I get there first, I'll be on your welcoming committee. I'll be 
jumping up and down, screaming, 'You made it! I'm so proud of you!"' 

I laughed and said, "Oh, you're not going to beat me. I'll be there before you. I'm older. I'll be 
at the head of the line to greet you!" In that moment, heaven was more real than the smell of 
the stale coffee in our foam cups. 

http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/article_print.html?id=83Ml 6/1~/2009 
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What I'm really wondering about is this: Will we be surprised at who gets the biggest welcome? 
, I 'm not coveting more high-fives, but I am dimly aware of something so profound and holy that 

I can barely put it into words. 

All of us fight unseen battles every day, each believer a secret soldier locked in battle with 
forces no one else can see. The bravest among us are not necessarily those who fight with 
guns or tanks. The bravest person you know might be your husband or wife or neighbor or 
coworker who goes on living one more day when every bone in his or her body says it's no use. 

How much could we lighten the load for another just by telling him how brave we think he is? 
Oh, to be so merciful with fellow soldiers fighting their personal, hidden wars. 

Best of all, how much better when we bring undisclosed struggles into community, where 
victories can be celebrated together, great losses mourned together, and where whoops of 
encouragement can provide even the most weary soldier the courage it takes to keep on 
keeping on, one more day. 

Kay Warren, "The Loudest Cheers in Heaven," www.christianitytoday.com (5-28-09) 

• back to top 
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http://www.preachingtoday .comftllustmtionslarticle _print.btml?id=S3Ml 6/16/2009 
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CONCLUSION: Peter's Pattern to practice that we have been studying is "The Right 
Game Plan 11

, and the key verses are 15 and 16. "But set apart Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being those who are prepared to make a defense to everyone who is asking you for 
a reason concerning the hope that is in you, but doing this with gentleness and reverence, 
Keeping a clear conscience so that in case you are being spoken against, they may be put 
to shame those who are insulting (reviling) your good behavior in Christ . " 

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount in Matt. 5 :13-16, 
"You are the earth's salt, but if the salt should become tasteless what can make it salt again? 
It is completely useless and can only be thrown out of doors and stamped underfoot. You are 
the world's light. It is impossible to hide a town bui It on the top of a hi 11. Men do not 
light a lamp and put it under a bucket. They put it on a lampstand, and it gives light for 
everybody in the house. Let your light shine like that in the sight of men. Let them see 
the good things you do and praise your Father in Heaven." 

Playing by this game plan is going to cost you something. But remember Rom. 8: 18,. 
"Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory He wi 11 give us later." 

83. 
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