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(L PATTERN NUMBER ONE
- DON'T GET SHOOK, GOD HAS THE CONTROLS 1:1-12

KEY VERSES: 1:3-5)"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again
to a Tiving hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, unto an inheritance imperishable, and undefiled and
unfading which has been reserved in heaven for you, you who
are being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time."

£

MEMORY VERSE: 1:3

TEXT : 1:1 - 12
Peter an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the chosen exiles of the dispersion in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. According to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, in setting apart of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ. May grace and peace be yours in ever greater measure. Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has
caused us to be born again to aliving hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead. Unto an inheritance imperishable and undefiled and unfading which has been
reserved in heaven for you. You who are being protected by the power of God through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you are rejoics
ing, though now for a little while, if it must be (if there is need for it) you have
been distressed in the midst of various kinds of testings. In order that the genuine-

_ ness of your faith which is more precious than gold which is perishing though it is

N~ being tested by fire may be found for praise and glory and honor at the revelation of
Jesus Christ. Whom having not seen, you are loving, in whom now, not seeing, yet
believing, you are rejoicing with inexpressible and glorified joy. Obtaining as an
outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. Concerning which salvation prophets
searched and inquired carefully those who prophesied concerning the grace intended for
you. Searching what time or what kind of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them
was making clear when he was testifying beforehand concerning the sufferings of Christ
and the glories along with them. To whom it was revealed that not for themselves but
for you they were ministering these things, which now have been reported to you

through those who have proclaimed the good news to you by the Holy Spirit who was sent

from)heaven, which things angels are eagerly desiring to gain a clear glance (to look

into

EXPOSITION Jds: ieep o Peter tha i 0 these ffering saints.

hey will "Eﬁ!!'nnlﬂ“ Ervxua?31“4i?*??3!*1!113l1ﬂaitﬂ!ulﬁﬂlirrrmETIIﬁiEItﬁ}Fi»

. 0T OIS 2r experient ES- i ]
Peter's sa can be seen in the Luke 5 account when he falls on his knees in
vthe bottom of the boat and recogn1zes his sin before the Lord. He was taught the
%V: *Hﬂ tremendous lesson of gubmjssion in the Book of Acts as he allowed the Spirit of
o’ God to use him to reach thousands and he too, knew full well what it was to suffer
Eﬂ' ¢¥> for the cause of Christ.
Uk 3. You find an graphic 01d Testament illustration of the truth of First Peter in the
‘Jdren of Israel, their salvati . .tpe&‘place in the cross1n- of thes -
Seas They Tearned wha " the desért experience and they
1earned the great lesson of Submiss auﬁsred the landchy faith,iq the -
\ ~of Joshua, and before they ever conquered, Joshua was confronted by the ange]
o ‘the Lord, who was the pre-incarnate Christ and it is clear that the Lord did not

- s
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54 RED SEA RULE 5 J

Work your way from fear to faith. Trust Me, for I'm going
to take care of this. I'm going to fight for you.”

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones once preached a sermon on the
terror of the disciples during the storm on Galilee. He
ended with a sharp conclusion: “I do not care what the cir-

‘l cumstances may be, the Christian should never be agi-
tated, the Christian should never be beside himself, the
Christian should never be at his wit’s end, should never be
in a condition in which he has lost . . . It implies a lack of
trust and confidence in Him.”

I have seldom been so reprimanded by a sermon or so
thankful for it. In our distresses in life when trapped by the Red
Sea, we must trust God with the impossible and leave room for
Him to work, for the Lord has promised to fight for us. Search
this out in Scripture, and you'll discover it’s one of the truths
the Lord most often repeats. Here are some examples:

Do not be terrified . . . The LORD your God, who goes
before you, He will fight for you. (Deut. 1:29-31)

You must not fear them, for the LORD your God
Himself fights for you. (Deut. 3:22)

Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of
them; for the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with

SR e —
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THE HABIT OF

|
ENJOYING ADVERSITY i

1

. . . that the life of Jesus also may be mani-
fested in our body” (2 Corinthians 4:10). ‘ ‘

e have to develop godly habits to express what |
God's grace has done in us. It is not just a ||
queatlon of being saved from hell, but of being
saved so that “the life of ]EbllS also may be mamteated in
our body.” And it is adversity that makes us exhibir His
lite in our mortal flesh. Is my life exhibiting the essence
of the sweetness of the Son of God, or just the basic irri-
ration of “myself” that [ would have apart from Him? The !
only thing that will enable me to enjoy adversity is the |
acute sense of eagerness of allowing the life of the Son
of God to evidence itself in me. No martter how ditficult
something may be, [ must say, “Lord, 1 am delighted to
obey You in this.” Instantly, the Son of God will move to |
the forefront of my life, and will manitest in my body that i
which glorifies Him. j
You must not debate. The moment you obey the '
light of God, His Son shines through you in that very
adversity; but if you debate with God, you grieve His |
Spirit (see Ephesians 4:30). You must keep yourself in '
the proper condition to allow the life of the Son of God
to be manifested in you, and you cannot keep yourself |
fit if you give way to self-pity. Our circumstances are |
the means God uses to exhibit just how wondertully |
perfect and extraordmanly pure His Son is. Discovering |
a new way of manifesting the Son of God should make l
our heart beat with reniewed excitement. JEiE e thing
to choose adversity, and quite another to enter into |!
adversity through the orchestrating of our circumstances !
by God’s sovereignty. And if God puts you into adver- |
sity, He is adequately sufficient to “supply all your need”
(Philippians 4:19). |,
Keep your soul properly conditioned to manifest the
lite of the Son of God. Never live on your memories of |
past experiences, but let the Word of God always be liv- 1!
ing and active in you. |
|

MAY 14




fa.w..g:ﬁa 31.

|

d Aew 1eY) S8oUBIB)BI UIBJUOD O] S8)0U 8iNJ08| JO ainjeu 8y si J

"9sn Jiej JO Wieal ay) ulyym apisal Ajenanued suoieiony “Ajijige ano Jo 1seq 8y} 01 pajpald Ajgjeudoldde usaq aABY UYoIyMm JO ||8 ‘S801n0s JO AJSLIBA B WOJ) [Blis)eLl

PATTERN # TWO
GET TOWGH AND START GROWING [:13 - 2:3

KEY VERSES: 1:13, 2:2 Wherefore when you have @irded the loins of your mind, be well-
balanced, set your hope fully upon the grace that is being brought
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual milk in order that
by it you may grow up in salvation.

MEMORY VERSES: 2:2,3

TEXT: .13 - 2.3

Wherefore when you have girded the loins of your mind, be well -balanced, set your hope fully
upon the grace that is being brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient
children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance. But according to

the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves in all your conduct. Because it has been
written: You shall be holy for | am holy. If you are calling upon as father the one who is
judging impartially according to each individual's work, live in fear the time of your stay

here in a strange land. Knowing that not with perishable things as silver or gold were

you ransomedfrom your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers. But with the

precious blood of Christ, like a lamb without blemish and without spot. Who indeed was
foreordained before the foundahon of the world but was manifested at the end of the times

for your sake. Who through Him are believers in God, the one who raised Him from the dead ond

gave Him glory so that your faith and hope might be in God. Having purified your souls by means_
of your obedience to the truth unto genuine (unhypocritical) love of the brethren, love one
another from the heart earnestly. Having been born again not of perishable seed but of
imperishable through the living and abiding Word of God. For all flesh is as grass and all its
glory as the flower of grass. The grass withers and the flower falls, but the Word of the Lord
is abiding forever. And this is the word of good news which was preached unto you.
Wherefore having put away all malice and all deceit and pretenses and envies and all
slanderings,like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual milk in order that by it you may
grow up in salvation for you tasted that the Lord is loving (kind; benevolent).

EXPOSITION: Whereas i #] we learn God ha i now in

Pattern #2 we are going to learn what we gre to do in viey g great s jon which

hgs been provided for us. ma—

wpon the grace that is being brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
points back in the passage to all that hc:s been said in regard to the salvation
that has been made available to us . t s e<po) .
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1 Lof Tate Crery ‘T‘W
Christ 7 Net

: : ;, ine@lﬂhﬁm filaﬁ, said th : "Landry
tow oys couldn't get right on their timing because they weren't right
in their heads, Mental toughness is one of the main goals of the season. This is the
wellspring from which flows victory in the big pressure games. "

4 M: "gird up the loins of your minds", says: "In Bible
days the outer garment was usually a long, loose robe., When a person wished to work,

to run or even to fight, he would tuck the long undergarment under his girdle. So

i d Ful _on the Lors R —

nds us of the responsibility back in verse 2, "According to the fore-
the Fuﬂmer, in setting apart of the Spirit, unto dbedience and

- n th saysy’ "This expression is used figuratively
rence to fhe mind which includes thinking as well as the resultant willing
and the thought is 'Make up your minds decisively.' Hence, the aorist tense is used

instead of i ses, decisions han e whi
_the readers are to glrd

JO o ve is thus suggestive of the basis of this urgent and
pmchca appeal. Our life is purposed to shine in divipe dignity. Qur prgsaects are
AM - lorious, our resgurces grs ading. We should therefore lay aside ouflaxity). Life:

should not be spant inlidle reyarie) Q movement should not be o £areless sauntering)

.SJN" s ' | =< N 3 R e e atat zad Duasel
Our rest should not be Life should be chafee ed-by—etedl

| * o arhi Py BT T daTs - 2l -.'?ll b -
W ; ‘ - : e LAY S

s
12, \WBen the mind has been prepared for . two commands which Peter gives..
* VAl ol 2condly ) sef ypon the grace that is

phrases fogether we hear, as Dr. Hort says, 'a call to @
This is not the kind of thing that men attain on

Ross points ouf, Puﬁ‘fﬁg Bot
i b\: moral discipline of thought and reason.’
flowerbeds of ease. 1 s

Ironside poinfsout, "Furthermore, we are to be sober. The word is, of course, just the
N Moo opposufe of drunkenness but it signifies far more than temporary refraining from over-

e revelation u') SUS “ iSf. L“t'q-;z-j 3 A'vw‘ Mew Cw
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indulgance in alcoholic beverages. Our entire conduct should be the very opposite
of that which charagterizes one who is drunk.
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$0*' _=>18. This is third time that Peter mentions grace. In vese 2, of course, it is the @
manifestation of grace fhat is wished for with regard to meeting l-he demonds

Christian living. The grace that is mentioned in yerse 10 is ?b@whmh
was intended for us, that grace which God exercised in our &F If, mqkmg ible
for us to experiencetha new birth and a relationship to Him. And now the grace in

verse ll;gfsﬁ to m i i race in that it is being brought to us at

the revelation of

" “"For by grace are ye sa -
N |
e ' '
. er, once again, refers to the matter of obedience, calling fhem obedlent chtldren.
A‘}hd’ﬁ ith their minds girded for action, e mg
a&t’Z. Romans nssage, Paul's plea is for the same thing

P

0 4 - Frimprrie| JRRRPE] Nl (N RREEY WA T T

s,

w"l‘. lu}“':" ) mdny, owever, r to c -
p They are like A taking their color from the last environment they

crawled across. They are hich only register the social climate, rather
than vick

CW/ Redpath, in speaking stz "First there is an attitude that must be

maintained so did not |". Unless you and | as Christian people can say that frequently

to the vain practices of our day, our life and testimony will be a failure. That sort of

refusal to comply with customs that follow the crowd is, | believe, the foundation stone,

- the bedrock of Christian integrity of life. It is so easy to do as other people do partly
because of cowardice, and partly because of an instinctive desire to be like other people.
It is easy to think that because thousands of people live their Christian lives upon a
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certain level, we can do the same. It saves such a lot of bother if 'when you are in
Rome, you do as Rome does.' | believe that this attitude in Christian circles today can
be fatal. Nehemiah challenges us all in his autobiography, 'So did | because of the
fear of God."'"

v , points o "If being square means
not taking drugs, not dressing in kookie clothes, not selhng your body to the highest
bidder nor running away from the responsibilities and problems of’life, then | pray God
give us more squares. Think square -- able, bright, clean, efficient, faithful, good,
honest, industrious, just, kind, loving, mannerly, noble, obedient, patriotic, qualified,
respectful, strong, truthful, understanding, victorious, worshi pping, exceptional,
ealous. Thmk square, and you "Il never run in circles."

posmve command is "be holy yourselves in all your donduct."

' "Such holiness is evidently possible to us seeing the Holy God
God has not called us to uncleanness, but to holiness,' | Thess. 4:7.
'He has called us with a holy calling,' Il Tim. 1:9. 'All partakers of the heavenly
calling are called holy brethren,' Heb. 3:1. But God would not summon us to heights
we could not scale, or to tasks we could not perform. Hi a“ involves t adiink:
that His holiness is within our reach, secondly that He is red t

is necessam to effect in us that to which He calls us. 'God has pledged to make us holy
. e will expose Himse e mockery of His foes. We need not fear for Him, He

counfed His cost before He lssued His proclamation and He is well able to finish that

for which He laid the foundation at the great depths of Clavary,' Luke 14:29,30.

"The hand that points ys to holiness is the hand that g;tgnd; its grace
y pomhng uUs upward, it lifts us upward . " ‘

Fo Il » SN

! Hive holy lives. James urged that we eep ourselves unfamlshed by the world. Paul
I‘Epeclted the Old Testament command, "Come out from among them and be ye separate .
“says the Lord , and touch not the unclecm thing." Peter voiced God's requirements more
posmve ly, "Ye shall be holy for | am holy." Today pastors and we!l-meaning friends
are apt to exhort us with these and similar verses. But what do we mean by spiritual

and by worldly? Before we can work toward genuine spirituality we must have a definite

~ and realistic understanding of these terms. Our ideas on the subject effect our treatment

of young Christians converted from non-Christian backgrounds. The advice we give
others for living holy lives, the metheds we use with young children at Sunday School,
or at home. Our definition also influences our relationship with Christians who are more

stringent or more liberal in their attitudes about various practices, amusements and attitudes
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) than we are.* Ma le regard spirituality and worldliness as a list of do's and don't's.
p - Unintenfionallz they debase the holiness God regu'l res Ez making it a matter of rule keepigg.
Genuine spirituality is the viewing of everything from God's standpoint, considering and

iving eve tt of our life according to his standard of values and in terms of his revealed
will for us so fEai‘ evel_'zthing we say and do may bﬁng glory fo Jesus Christ, Who loves us

and gave Himse or us, "
) (11 £ (] |l DON G . = 1= Qe ranle H i l.ll l|l..'
g arding da sach indivi 's work ive in feg he time o oyr stay here in @ range _lang

&you are miling upon as father, of course, would refer to the fact that these who are
mg upon him are his cht ldmn by fha new b:rrh

PRITSSEREESE ST SRR SRS

»

¢3. Peter has reference here to the judgment seat of Christ which Paul makes reference to
i ) "Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, previous
Mh\ stones, wood, hay stubble, each man's work will be manifest for the day will disclose
" \ it, because it will be revealed with fire and the fire will test that sort of work each one
. FG&“{"‘\ has done. If the work which any man has built on the foundation survives, he will receive
W qu-\",.' a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss though he himself will be

0% \ gl saved, but only as through fire."
Y4, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ that everyone
may receive the things done in his body according to that he hath done, whether it be

good or bad,"
~ «5. In view of this judgment, Peter gives the command to live in fear the time of your stay
\ here in a strange land.

ks the same thing in Phil, 2%1‘2”‘1 ""So then my beloved ones, even as you always
obeyed not as in my presence only, but m more in my absence with a reverential fear
and trembling, work out your own salvohon for God is the one working in you both to
your being desirous of and your doing his good will."
To Peter Chri shans were 85 'Tn even a greater sense of the word that living in
for C rlsflcns for fhey are fhe ones w wnh a heavenly hope

Reese points out that our privilege is clear=~pilgrims of God. "Our obligation is like-
wise clear--a day by day conduct full of holy awe with no forgetting that here on earth
we are being |udged by heaven's Ilghf

¢ 2, ere Peter gives the third reason wh 'ccalltohol i '.
pecayse the one who is calling us is holz (Second, every man is going to it
uccomlm to his work as a Christian and now ‘u[lﬂi‘} we were not ransomed w:t
perishable thing e silver or gold, but it was with the precious blood of Christ.
"Tru!y no man can ransom himself, or gwe to God the price of his life

for the ransom of his life is costly and can never suffice.

» in speaking on this verse and verse 19 points out that silver and gold, so hi
valued in this world, are called corruptable in contrast with our purchase price. 9fhey

will eventually pass away. "Now with such were we redeemed, not with these were
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e bought from the slave-market of sin. Our former condition before the time we were
saved is termed the 'vain manner of life received by tradition from your fathers.' Unsaved
G people live more or less in the way that has been passed to them by their ancestors. That
60‘,., way is vain and empty. For awhile it may seem to promise peace and satisfaction, yet it
D("J can never really give these to men.

> ’ o ALYy oy

b o 1) ls something grim -~ the whole futility of
1 N we are redeemed e : e 0 Blood'pf the Savior.
‘}o fb xdd ong.thing more, what we are redeemes |s somefhmg God Ilke as He who called

you ig st yourselves in all your conduct

" gs in this verse are silver and gold and these are of ng valye when we
il l'—|l~'l" "OIT -wl’fom.—
o T ef. me from the toil of dropping buckets into empty wells, and growing old and drawing

up .

the blood of Chrisi "| feel that | would need a whole redeemer
is redeemmg blood to myself buf fhen after that fountain filled with blood hath
drowned in the depths of the sea all the accusations that my sinful life has raised against
me, that same blood will still flow for you and will do the same service for you. The
blood of Christ is the same blood yesterday, today and forever, It will still abide and
will still do the same service to our children and to their children until a multitude that
no man can number have wushed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.,"
' ‘ ng the Christ Filled Life points out, "We are cleansed by
ve redemption through his Blood, Eph. 1:7. We are made
, Eph. 2:13, We have been made to be at peace through the
1:20. We have boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood

1 John ‘I. 7

His blood,
nigh by the
blood of His cross, Col.
of Jesgs, Heb, 10:
Peter then uses an Old Testament illustratior without blemis

F Ingd John the Baptist says, as he saw Jesus coming toward,
Lamb of God w otoke away the sTn of The world,

-
- I'-T'hli“r end O

$ 6.

"ehold the

i all who dwell on qérth wi mhip it, everyone whose name has not
re the foundation of the world in the Book of Life of the Lamb that was

. slain.”
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*T. Peter is making reference once again to the salvation experience in the phrase JiiaVilign

Once again Peter, makes reference to the matter of obedience even as he hos called them
\

37

once again in the passage, He, that is Christ, was manifested at the end of the times
for your sake.
'20:28) "Even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give
His life as a ransom for many . "
- , "For our sake he made him to be sin, who knew no sin, so that in Him
we mlght become the righteous of God."

ted " ggnjmns the whole doctrine of the incarnation and a truth of God becomm?
_ P¥ANd the Word became flesh and dwelt among, full of grace and tru

y "For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men
rist Jesus."

have left Him in the grave. But the fact that He was raised
from the dead bears witness to the fact that the justice of God was satisfied with the death

of Jesug=Christ.
And th _ ve note that God has done isjiieiganedt hrist, glony.
This glory is an answer to the prayer of Christ i T Ty — Y < T

lllﬂ-'m‘: DO 'l O T the pretnren ove one anginhe oI e neart earne

‘The way this is accomplished isfbjiieansioRiyeumobedience toithe:

scarlet they shall be as white as snow. Though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool . "
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m. 10 t us have no imitation Christian love
but let us have a genuine break with evil and rzal devotion to good. Let us have real wam
affection for one another as between brothers and a willingness to let the other man have
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Meyer points out about this love which is to be from the heart, earnestly, when
e says, "The word fervently means on the stretch. Not with the loose string of the
unstrung bow, but with the tension of the strings of the violin drawn out to their full.
This is a model which almost seems to mock us. It is so much easier to be on the stretch
for ourselves than to seek the good of others with the same eager energy. Our love
seldom gets beyond temperant and never to boiling point. We have not leamed the
secret of the heart bubbling over. We are not fervent in our love. We do not weep over
our brothers' faults or rejoice in their success as much as in our own. It was the Master's
last prayer that we should love like this. He meant that we should put off anger, wrath
malice and evil-speaking, and that we should put on the bowels of mercy, kindness,
long-suffering and forbearance. So would fhe world believe."

- F, "We extend our-
on air condlhoned sanctuaries, on padded

selves on fund drives on building campaigns,

seats, on rules and regulations but we have been called to love. We tell a story about
this man two thousand years ago and tell how He loved and loved and then loved even
more. Bill Milliken declares that if Christ walked among us now He would heal the
junkies and the winos and prostitutes, He adds, 'l think he would blast the people who
sit in church in the morning and then go out and gossip about one of the members who
has Fallen.”'

. "It is quite clear that between

one ends and the other beglns, nor which of the two is the cause or the effect. He who
loves, understands and he who understands, loves. One who feels understood, feels loved
qnd one who feels Ioved feels sure of bemg undersfood

ancis Scl in his book The Ma an'pointsiout, "We must be very
careful at fhls pomt : however, we muy he ristians, reaﬂy born again Christians,
and yet fail in our love toward other Christians. As a matter of fact, to be completely
realistic, it is stronger than this. There will be times--and let us say it with tears--

there will be times when we will fail in our love toward each other as Christians in a

fallen world where there is no such thing as perfection until Jesus comes. We know this
will be the case and of course, when we fail, we must ask God's forgiveness. Jesus is

not here saying that our failure to love all Christians proves that we are not Christians.

The Church is to be a loving church in a dying culture. How then is the dying culture
going to consider us? Jesus said, 'By this shall all men know that you are my disciples

if you have love one to another.' In the midst of the world, in the midst of our present
dying culture, Jesus is giving a right to the world. Upon His authority he gives the world
the right to judge whether you and | are born again Christians on the basis of our observable
love toward all Christians.

of Christianity, has reluctantly admitted , "There
he rooi of the marrer is a fhmg 50 sumple rhai‘ | am
almost ashamed to mention it for fear of the derisive smile with which wise cynics will
great my words. The thing | mean, please forgive me for mentioning it, is love. Christian
love, or compassion. If you feel this, you have a motive for existence, a guide in action
a reason for courage, an imperative necessity for intellectual honesty "

Lord crucified, give me a love like thine, Help me to win the dying souls of men. Lord,

w
o

ink. If is so close that we never know whether
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e
. keep my heart in closest touch with Thine, and give me love, pure Calvary love,
-~ to bring the lost to thee.
= 17.( Love is that which is able to suffer without complaining, to be misunderstood without
explaining; able to give without receiving, to be ignored without grieving; able to
ask wnhouf cornmcmdlng, to Iove dispite mnsundersfqndmg, able to turn to the Lord

Verse Twen
Mrouah the |

1. Once again Peter returns fo fhe phmseMJesus used in HIS mtervuew
with Nicodemus, and Pei'er has also made reference to this fact infyerse 3 of chapter 1

ble seed but of imperishable

F b A
The mpenshobie seed is the Ilvmg and abndmg

, here in 1:23 we have the living word

e3. : ok C n verse 23 to describe the word of God. First of all,

' a ! "For the Word of God is living and
active, s arpe an any fwo-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit
of joints and marrow, and dlscemmg the fhoughts and intentions of the hearr "

The adjective WM MW e Olivet

It is | tgkes the written word and reveals to he ing word tha

ve by faith experience the new birth
For all flesh is as grass and all its glory as the flower of grass. The
grass withers and the flower falls.
@ hdohniteblsiusyy) 'But as many as received Him to them gave He power
/ to become the Sons of God even to them that believe on His name, which were born
M% not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. "n

- hirth Ve . X o
r Qs 5 & 5 ]
: RELL
T I

os..

wé e o RS flower.

eac mg ere is t of the flesh withers and the glory of it falls.
e

Eyt the word of the Lord is abiding forever. And this is the word of
OO n-lmml -

o™ « 1. Indirect contrast to what we see in verse 24 with regcrd to the flesh, in verse 25 we

""/" fi nd the word of the Lord is abiding forever.
.2, » ic ,mmul that has been preached unto you, Pehrmysinthis'lﬁrhm
+3. , is the fact that anyone, who by faith receives Jesus Christ,

> d has a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
possed beside a blacksmiths and heard the anvil ring the vespered chime;
Then looking in | saw upon the floor old hammers worn with beating years of time;
How many anvils have.ycu had, said |, to wear and batter all these hammers so?;
~ Just one, said he, with a twinkling eye, the anvil wears the hammers out you know;

7 |

And so thought | the anvil of God's word, for ages sceptics blows have beat upon

Yet though the noise of falling blows was heard, the anvil is unharmed, the hammers gone.
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Chapter Two, Verse One
h - pretenses and envies and g

erefore, as newborn bab es, grow. G
itive ! Just as in the physica Sl
be removed, there needs fo be'a !oymg

T mg, done once for all, Mmuﬂ be

D Y gaavance 1o

spirit that dasim
-—s—-’

'je S$OINPSHd

er d, 'malice gfsmanothershurt eu
s at cmoi-her s good, ggll mparts dupftc:fy fo the heart, hypocrisy or flattery to
the tongue, evil speaking wounds another's character.' All these vile sins are the
valy opposxte . of the unfained love of the brethren which we as believers should

the greek word is the one
1t means literally to speak ynder. It came
to be used for the part p!oyed by actors on the stage who d|d fhe|r speckmg from under
the mask of whatever disguise was necessary or appropriate to the part they were taking.
Under a hundred cloaks and a hundred circumstances, it is the sin of Ananias and Sapphia = 2 .
whether it is a candidate for church membership, giving answers that are poisoned by false 5
mohves, or a preacher in the pulpit speaking dlshonesfy to his peOpIe. It is a cancelling
J I'W“ ﬂ'ﬂ ki"lls tsonul rowth and torpedoes confidence
: pon being born info God's far 1‘!’*&’% dran can)

q 8y} 0} |

- ren ed., xp icit ex orl'cmon is ’r erefore glven fo put away every form of suc cmh-
social evil, particular those forms in which it commonly first begins to find expression--
in heart attitude, in casual utterance, and in unreal and unworthy participation and out-
ward Fellowsh:p.

fs'0UF, "It is a sin to pass a false coin as a real one. It is a still greater one

to pclss as a Christian when such you are not. And one day the mask will be torn from

your face and you will stand before an assembled universe."

Verse Two: Like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual milk in order that by it you

: cause they have been living by the Flesh and these v 4
e er 2, are fruitage of the flesh as well.

Peter is continuing his thoughts from chapter 1 when he spoke of being born again,
and now he uses the illustration of a newborn babe with a good appetite, longing for 5

‘the pure spiritual m milk.

3.
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and 2 we get fwo ggnniﬁﬁg I,"we are commanded to put

1 %of a

| - . :::v;;‘:}.: five things in verse 1'an verse 2 we are told to long for this s iritual
milk, which of course is a reference To The 11ving and abiding word of Gd of

“ : ﬂmﬁf;m has in mind for Iongmg for the pure s
n the 'Tmsfphmeofwmz' or .
[his is the second ke ttern
We noted the Tirst verse in this section challeng

W Ior to become disciplined in our minds, to become men’rally rough and now
the command here isjfo get info the word of God in arder that we rmghl' grow up

mll I

pcﬂ-ern, get i-m_xgh—-gtcg ggwmg. glo- R id
7 gpoints out on this verse that millc refers here to the vm:| nourlshmg quallfy
f all God s word Thls is fhe absolutely essenhol factor. '/As and only as We ISS

pirltual milk is seen 1
_up in salvation.”

ed us td

and grace. But we g

.;mumm

Fovr T

S 10 o7\
> jO Alolle/

ydiyoea | algig Ag
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] is Iovunﬂ_mce
: N est thou me more thar ase ?' The sentence came
e, ye ave tasted fhuf the Lord is gmclous is a quotation from the Psalms,
" David, like Peter, had shamefully failed, and like Peter he had tasted that
the Lord is gracious. All his saints have had the same experience of the graciousness
of the Lord,
CONCLUSION: Pattern Number Two in Patterns to Practice from Peter's Play Book has been
"Get Tough and Start Growing”. The two key verses: vs. 13. Wherefore when you have
girded the loins of your mind, be well-balanced, set your hope fully upon the grace that
is being brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. We have leamned that it is the
desire of the apostle for us to become mentally tough. And then in 2:2, we are to long for
)1*3 _the pure, spiritual milk of the word of God in order that we might grow up in salvation.
Q \1-” "Yet my brothers | do not consider myself to have arrived spiritually, nor do | consider myself
perfect. But | keep going on, grasping ever more firmly the purpose for which Christ
ﬂmsped me. My brothers, | do not consider myself to have fully grasped it even now, but |
N » concentrate on this: | leave the past behind, and with hands outstretched to whatever

psahead | go straight for the goal, my reward, the honor of being called by God in Christ »
1 of us who are spiritually adults, should set ourselves this sort of ambition and if at present

ou cannot see this yet you will find that this is the attitude which God is leading you to adopt.
r t is important that we go forward in the light of such truth, as we have ourselves attained to.
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DAILY DEVOS FROM KBK

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR LIFE'S DIFFICULTIES

Friday, May 15, 2009
. ook b - d of self-discipline.
For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love an 2 Timothy 1:7

Overcoming Weakness - “Don’t be Timid”

The common emotion concerning the future is “fear.” Since we do not|know what jm:nprrow holds
for us, it is natural (in the flesh) to become tentative and uncertain. This Igads to timidity. Our
antedote to this problem is the love of God. John says, “There is no fear in love. But perfect love
drives out fear.” 1 John 4:18. God's love for us is perfect. Knowing how God loves us and that
He is in control of all things should make us fearless!

We need to bask in the love and provision of God. God will never leave us. If we trust in these
truths, fears will melt and timidity will disappear. David knew this: “When | am afraid, | will trust in
you. In God | trust, | will not be afraid. What can mortal man do to me?” Psalm 56:3-4.

You see, our future is secure temporarily and eternally. Jesus is coming back to take us home to
heaven. It may be very soon. C.S. Lewis speaks of the certainty of the Second Coming in this
way: “What death is to each man, the Second Coming is to the whole human race.” He's saying
that just as it is certain that we all individually have an appointment with physical death, that
mankind has an appointment with Jesus at the Second Coming.

Yes, we are weak, but God has provided strength for us through Him. We need to know the truth,
but also act on it (work out your salvation). We have security. Our mission is to direct our energy
/_Lc&_ajd the things of God. Never give your heart to anything that will end when life ends.

* A crisis does not make you or break you. It reveals you.

* Wher] you have a solid foundation, you are filled with confidence. | like this definition of
an optimist: He was the type of guy who would go after Moby Dick with a row boat, a

harpoon, and a jar of tartar sauce. - Ratly-Woifés
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Moment by Moment 133

May W. Moody

by death reck-oned mine; Liv - ing with Je-susa
2. Nev-er a tri-al that He is not there, Nev-er a burden that

5. Nev-er a heart-ache and nev-er a groan, Nev-er a tear-drop and
4. Nev-er a weak-ness that He doth not te}. Nev-er a sick-ness that

Daniel W. Whittle

1. Dy - ing with Je - sus,

new life di - vine; Look-ing to Je-sus till glo - ry doth shine, Mo-ment by
He doth not bear, Nev-er a sor-row that He doth not share, Mo-ment by
nev-er a moan; Nev-er a dan-ger, but there on the throne, Mo-ment hy
He can - not heal; Mo-ment by mo-ment, in woe or in weal, Je-sus my

mo-ment, O Lord, Iam Thine.

mo-ment, I'm un - der His care. ;

mo-ment, He thinks of His own. Mo-ment by mo-ment I'm kept in His love; ——7M == -
Sav - ior a - bides with me still. i
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Mo - ment by mo-ment I've life from a - bove; Look-ing to Je-sus till

o e

glo - doth shine; - n
ry [‘Ia: Mo-ment by mo-meni, O Lord, I am Thine.
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Vo KeL dEA RULE 6

that cold nights are necessary for a harvest of crisp apples.
We mustr't doubt in the darkness what God has showed us
in the light. We mustn collapse when faced with adversity.
Following God’s will isn't a matter of unveiling, but unfold-
ing. The One who knows the faraway future reveals each
close-at-hand-step as needed.

“To go as 1 am led, to go when I am led, to go where I
am led”; A. T. Pierson once wrote, “it is that which has
been for twenty years the one prayer of my life.”

Take things moment by moment, and when you dont
know what to do, just do what comes next. Trust God to
lead you a step at a time.
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